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Latest Alba film an |Broadway’s Menzel

eyesore of a thriller

BY DAVID BERNGARTT
STAFF WRITER

Jessica Alba fails to impress as
the leading lady of the lackluster
thriller “The Eye”

Alba plays the role of Sydney
Wells, a violinist who has been blind
since the age of 5, until she’s given
sight by a new technique of retina
transplant surgery, made possible
by the wonders of stem cell research.
(It's hard to say if “The Eye” means
to comment on the issue.)

As she learns how to see again,
she is haunted by nightmares and
vivid scenes of death.

Her vision comes into focus, as
do her ocular demons, and Alba
realizes she can see the dead.

This Hollywood version of Hong
Kong’s “Jian Gui” is certainly eerie,
as it’s impossible to tell where and
when the next ghoul will appear.

This terror, however, doesn’t
work for long. The cheap scare
tactics of “The Eye” begin to lose
their edge when the viewer realizes
that there's nothing scary about
this movie other than a bunch of
“things jumping out” moments.

The acting in the film is predict-
ably feeble. Alba’s mediocre talents,
on display throughout the movie,
are given a painful conclusion with
a laughably campy “moral of the
story” narration at the end.

Parker Posey stars in a disap-
pointing supporting role as Alba’s
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EYE dina Menzel has a lot going
THE for her.

She’s got a Tony Award for
| “Wicked,” the support of her hus-
band and “Rent” co-star Taye Diggs,
and is landing more prominent film
roles (“Enchanted”). She has a tal-
ented voice — a little husky, like a
Broadway version of Dolly Parton,
but still good — and a shot at pop
stardom with / Stand.

Produced and co-written by Glen
Ballard, who helped make Alanis
Morissette a star with Jagged Little
Pill, the album has all the compo-
nents of greatness.

But then there’s this thing called
“songwriting.”

As someone known for sing-
ing stage tunes written by others,
Menzel is detached in tracks of her
own. Her words underwhelm most
sixth-grade poetry, depending on
sappy love songs cliches, including
such crutches as “It’s the first day
of the rest of my life,” “if time stood
still” and “my heart on my sleeve.”

She’s been immersed in show
tunes for so long that she knows
only that brand of music. She incor-
porates these familiar stage situa-
tions into her songs, making for the
kind of cheese that one would sing
if one’s life was a musical.

It’s as if she locked herself in her

Contact the Diversions Editor | room with an aisle of Hallmark
at dive@ unc.edu. ' cards, a few self-help books and her
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sister. Posey has been brilliant
in her campy, over-the-top roles
in films such as “Best in Show”

and “Superman Returns,” but her
attempt at being a down-to-earth,
worried sister is just a waste of talent
— especially with the bad scripting.

The movie could have been a
mediocre Japanese-horror ripoff,
with weak execution but an inter-
esting premise, if it weren't for its
pointless and chaotic ending.

Not to ruin it for you, but I'll give
you a hint — it involves Mexico, a
terrorist bomb scare and the biologi-
cal memory of cellular peptides.

How does this thriller stray so
far? It's simply a weak attempt at a
compelling story and what would
be called a plot twist if it didn’t feel
more like a plot sprain.

The best part of “The Eye” is the
stellar display of contacts worn by
Alba to show the different stages of
her eyes’ healing.

That isn't a very good sign

Upon leaving the theater, all |
really wanted to give to “The Eye”
was the finger.
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high school diaries, and wrote the
first words that came to mind.

Then, there’s that thing called
“arrangement.”

James Blunt, who co-wrote
“Don’t Let Me Down” (the only
track Menzel didn’t help write), is
a perfect example of making mun-
dane lyrics listenable. His “You're
Beautiful” got old fast, but his voice
and the backing music made the
recycled words sound catchy.

Without appealing production,
the drudgery of Menzel's tired sub-
ject matter is exposed with nothing
to distract from each song’s emp-
tiness, a no-no that even the least
talented pop successes avoid.

Unfortunately, the album doesn't
have the charisma of a musical, so
casual Broadway fans won't be
able to connect. The only remain-
ing audience is made up of super-
crazy musical fans; those who dig
surface emotion and believe that
Disney movies are real.

Their hero, Menzel, makes no
stand, other than stating that she’s
not qualified for recording fame.

Contact the Diversions Editor

‘Over Her Dead Body’ a
lifeless attempt at comedy

BY RACHAEL OEHRING
STAFF WRITER

With the rising popularity of
supernaturally themed movies and
television shows, it’s natural that
this theme would trickle down to
poorly made romantic comedies.

“Over Her Dead Body” follows
the pattern of having a cute girl
talk to dead people, which works
most of the time but falls totally
flat in story and execution.

Watching “Ghost Whisperer” on
mute would be better than this.

A movie so perplexingly point-
less that star Paul Rudd couldn’t
even bother showing up to the
premiere, “Over Her Dead Body”
basically details the progression of
Eva Longoria’s fake tan, which is
wonderfully offset by all the white
she wears — since she’s a ghost.

A ghost who terrorizes the cute
psychic/caterer (everyone loves
foodies these days) who's trying to
date her (ex-)fiance (Paul Rudd).

These obnoxiously forgettable
“romantic” “comedies,” which are
quickly pooped out by Hollywood
on the cheap (save for the ridicu-
lous salary of the top-billed semi-
celebrity who carries the movie),
make you wish the writers’ strike
would never end.

The movie offers no real laughs,
and the whole redemption thing
that’s supposed to happen in the
end feels so insincere and tacked
on, it’s as if the writers remembered
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at the last minute that, oh wait, the
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two romantic leads are supposed to
end up together, and tacked on a
lame scene in which he chases after
her to win her back.

The one and only thing that
makes this movie at all bearable is
Paul Rudd. Despite the fact that he
seems like he really doesn't want to
be there the whole time, he man-
ages to muster a cute and funny
performance.

He's self-deprecating and pro-
vides the movie's only real laughs,
but his lines seem mostly impro-
vised. It's hard to believe that the
writers would be capable of muster-
ing any truly funny lines, since the
rest of the movie and performances
are so unfunny and over the top.

This movie, like so many other
subpar romantic comedies that
come before it, is so bland and
slapped together, it’s hard to dig-
nify even with this many words.

It’s still a bit of an insult that
those in charge of movies think that
women (or anyone, for that matter)
will be entertained by uninspired,
unfunny, derivative crap.

And it's even more of an insult
that we watch it.

Contact the Diversions Editor
at dive@unc.edu.
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Friday,

February 8, 2008
5:00 p.m.

Fed Ex Global Education
Center Auditorium

Loom:

FEBRUARY

JAY CUFFORD w/ Siow Runnex,
Steven Fore™* ($10/515)
BOB MARLEY'S BRTHDAY
CELEBRATION: MICKEY MILLS/ STEEL,
DUB ADDIS, JAMROCK, more
Viva La Vogina: Benefit to End
Violence Against Women: Mowgi.
Eye of the Eiders, Mermule, Loreles,
The Dickens, The Achordants
TV CITZEN COPE (sold outl)
Young Nei and the Damage Done
(Ned Young/ Crazy Horse ibute bond)
& Heort of Glass (Bondie fribute) (58)
SFR  ABBEY ROAD LIVE! (Performing the
Beaties' "Abbey Rood” [Pin its enfrely)
CARBON LEAF™* ($14/516)
Sunday Showcase: 6 bands, $5: Joe
Grizzly, Dreld Frequency, Torched
Casta, Doly Toro, Ascella Vega
“q.(,mﬂ
18MO JOE LALLY (Fugaai) w/ Edie Sedigwick
and Fin Fang Foom*
Relay for Life Benefit w/ Honored
Guests, Sammies, Future Kings of
Nowhere ($5)
21TH MELSSA FERRICK TRIO™ ($14/516)
2/23FR&SA DS FESTIVAL w/ MC CHRS,
DEATH BY ROO ROO, BASSPROV,
ADULT SWIM ond more
DEAN & BRITIA, KEREN ANN™ ($15/518)
TOUBAB KREWE™ ($12/$14)
JUNIOR BROWN™ ($16)

KIBERA

Ll

Immediately followed
by a networking

reception with alumni in %N

8™

international careers
2R

from 6-7:30 in the
Fed Ex Global Education

Center Atrium

(WALKMEN show & cancelled)

THE ENGUSH BEAT/ RX BANDITS**
MATT COSTA w/ Johnathan Rice™*
(810512

CHATHAM COUNTY UNE CD RELEASE
PARTY w/ EVERYBODYRELDS ($12/$15)

Barcott has been named
one of ABC World News's
“People of the Year"

Carolina for Kibera (CFK) is an international, nongovernmental
organization based in the Kibera slum of Nairobi, Kenya. CFK is
2 501(c)3) charitable corporation and major affiliated entity of
UNC based at the Center for Global Initiatives. Named a TIME
Magazine and Gates Foundation “Hero of Global Health,”
CFK fights abject poverty and helps prevent violence through
community-based development in Kibera and beyond

SHOWS @ Local 506
3/16  BLACK LIPS, QUINTRON/ PUSSYCAT.
Gondoliers

3/17° TILLY AND THE WALL. Capgun Coup,
Midtown Dickens

3/22 TIFT MERRITT w/ Sara Watldns (of

CAROLINA
ANNUAL
FUND

Nickel Creek)™ (21/524)

36 JESSE MALIN/ De Novo Daho
'

¥ 508

10MO MESHELL NDEGEQCELLO

W4 WOODS SCHOOL BENEFT: HOBEX,
GREAT BIG GONE, LYNN BLAKEY/ ECK
HENS

168U (BOB MOULD show is CANCELLED)

17MO THE UNSEEN/ A WILHELM SCREAM™
(510512

18TV SONS AND DAUGHTERS w/ BODIES OF
WATER

2T HOTEL CAFE TOUR ($13/$15): Ingiid
Michaelson, Bob Schneider, Cary
Brothers, Joshua Radin, AM & Chyis

Denny™

24MO BROTHER ALL, BK ONE, ABSTRAKT RUDE,
TOKI WRIGHT™ (510/$12)

21TH  BADRSH: A TRBUTE TO SUBLME w/
Scotfy Don't™* ($15/518)

28R WXYC 805 DANCE
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1TV CARBOU™ ($10/$12

2WE  SAY ANYTHING, Manchester Orchesia,
Bify yro, Weatherbox™ ($16/518)

4R GARY LOURS w/ VETVER™ (520)

OWE  WEAKERTHANS™ ($13/315)

16WE SUSAN TEDESCH™ (on scle 2/6)

23WE ANTHRLAG, STREET DOGS, Briggs, Fake
Problems

21U DESTROYER w/ Andre Ettier ($12)
28MO MEAT BEAT MANFESTO™ ($15/$18)

2fR  PRESSURE BOYS Reunion Show!!™
2MO CUNIC™ ($13/815)

WE ARE ALSO PRESENTING...

316 DAVID WILCOX™ (520/523)

32 Greg Brown w/ Sarch Lee Guthie &
Johnny Hon"* ($28/$30)

412 JASON COLLETT™ ($12/315)

430  AMERICAN MUSIC CLUB" ($12/$14)

SHOW @ The Brewery (Raleigh)
3/14  STRIKE ANYWHERE w/ Riverboat
Gamblers, Colseum™ ($10/$12)

BEST

WORRIED ABOUT RAY?

YOU ARE

CAN HELP!

WORRIEDAB

NOT ALONE!

HYSSIERS

CALL 317-644-2064

UTRAY.COM

FRIDAY, FEB. 8
JAY CLIFFORD
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THURSDAY, FEB. 21
MELISSA FERRICK TRIO
e

FRIDAY, FEB. 29
JUNIOR BROWN
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THURSDAY, MARCH 6
MATT COSTA

MONDAY, MARCH 20
MESHELL

SATURDAY, FEB. 16
CARBON LEAF
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TUESDAY, FEB.. 26
DEAN & BRITTA

TUESDAY, MARCH 4
THE ENGLISH BEAT

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
ANTI-FLAG

NDEGEOCELLO

serving CAROLINA BREWERY Beers on Tap

Records (Chape! Hil, Raleigh),

sales ot Schoolkids Records
CDM(CND‘“'-) Bull City Records (Durham)
Buy fickets on-ine @ www ettx. com
mmmm.movmw«m

www.catscradle.com




