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NICOLE ATKINS: ALLBETTER
Things have really taken off

recently forNicole Atkins.
The singer has been on a roll,

recently scoring a performance
on “The Late Show with David
Letterman.

"

AndAtkins and her band, the
Sea, are set to perform at the
Local 506 on Saturday.

Staff writer Jordan iMwrence
caught up with Atkins as she
was traveling to talk with her
about groxcingupin New Jersey,
her relationship to the Charlotte
music scene and awkward talk
show moments.

Diversions: i hear you
were known to get tired of peo-
ple requesting Bon Jovi and
Springsteen songs when you used
to play bars in New Jersey.

Nicole Atkins: That's
when I used to play in, like, pubs
on the Jersey shore. 1 don’t know
why they hired me to begin with.

Dive: What bothered you
about it?

NA: Itdidn't really bother me
other than 1 didn't know any. I used
to play just songs 1 knew. It wasn't
that Ididn't like Springsteen; it's just
that I didn’t take the time to learn
any of his songs. Iknow some now.

Dive: I actually notice a lot
of thematic similarities between
your music and Springsteen s. Both
ofyou seem to thrive on that “you
can’t go home again” aesthetic.
Where does that come from?

NA: I can't really speak for
Springsteen, but maybe it's a New
Jersey thing.

Where we're from, it’s a really,
really cool place. It’s close to the
city. But it’s still f-king New Jersey.
You want to leave, but you also
want to stay. I guess it’s just trying
to make yourself be okay with it.

Dive: You did the art direction
for your EP and album, right?

NA: Yeah. The artwork came
from the themes of the songs on

(Neptune City). The two black swans
on the cover came from where 1 live,
the Shark River neighborhood.

It's right on this river. A couple
ofyears ago I woke up, and there
was a black swan on the river.
Everybody was like, ‘Where the
hell did this come from?’ They only
have black swans in Australia.

One day we found it with its
neck snapped. They guessed it was
justthe snapper turtle. Turned out,
there was some rich couple that was

COURTESY Of JEREMY BAIDERSON
New Jersey native and one-time Charlotte resident Nicole Atkins will bring
her velvet voice to Local 506 on Saturday night with her band The Sea.

importing black swans and clipped
their wings for their private pond.
The day before this one’s wings got
clipped, it flew to my town.

That's why I put it on the cover
with a blue ribbon around its neck,
to make it ail better.

Dive: Shark River neighbor-
hood?

NA: Yeah, they derived its
name from the fact that the shark
attacks that inspired “Jaws’ hap-
pened there.

Dive: Did that make you
scared to swim?

NA: No. I mean it’s always an
underlying fear, but. no, I like to
swim.

Dive: You were big into the
Charlotte music scene while you
were there for art school.

NA: The music scene in
Charlotte is a really cool scene.
They took me in and let me be a
part of it.

Some of them were pretty harsh
critics of mywork. They pushed me
to write better songs than I already
was. They gave me a good competi-
tive streak.

Dive: Were there any bands
form N.C. that inspired you?

NA: The Avett Brothers.
They’re two ofmy best friends. We
went to (UNC-Charlotte) together.
We both kind of started out hav-
ing a fullgo at the music thing and
supported each other.

If1 didn’t have anew song, they
would get on my ass about writ-
ing more. That was always a really
good motivator. Have a good song
ready so you don’t look like a jerk

in front ofThe Avett Brothers.

Dive: Your Web site says that
the first song you learned to play
was by the Grateful Dead. Which
song was it?

NA: It was “Uncle John’s Band."
I went to the mall and I bought a
Grateful Dead song book.

Dive: What drew you to the
Grateful Dead?

NA: A lot of things. When I
was a freshman in high school I
went to a show. That whole sense
of community, one big party. I was
really into the song “Dark Star." It’s
psychedelic, dark and kind of scan.
A song like that really opens a 13-
year-old’s head up.

Dive: i saw your performance
on (“The Late Show with David
Letterman"). I noticed he gave you
kind of a weird handhold. Was that
awkward for you?

NA: He wouldn’t let go ofmy
hand. I wasn’t expecting that. Itwas
kind of fimny. He dug it. He asked
me ifI wanted to go get a steak.

Dive: Did he actually buy you
a steak?

NA: No.

Dive: That’s lame.
NA: I guess that's, like, show-

biz speak for “good job."

Dive: Well, hopefully I’llbe
able to come up and offer to buy
you a steak at 506.

NA: Yeah, I’mkeeping a note-
book ofpeople that owe me food.

Contact the Diversions Editor
at dive@unc.edu.

sexually active? get tested
correct & consistent up to 80% of risks of untreated infections testing is
condom use does not women infected include: infertility, chronic pelvic a s simple as

prevent STDs with chlamydia pain, ectopic (tubal) pregnancy, giving a urine
100% ofthe time have no symptoms * inflammatory disease sample
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Institute for the Arts and Humanities presents

mm
The Next Half Century
Ambassador Stuart E. Eizenstat,
distinguished alumnus, talks about
the world Carolina's graduates
willface during the next fiftyyears.

3:30-5:00 March 28, 2008
Hanes Art Center Auditorium, Room 121
By 2058, the world will be a very different place shaped by
important trends and unexpected events.

As citizens of the US and the world we need to think now about
the conditions that willenable or constrain our best visions and
highest ideals.

Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat is one of UNC's most distinguished
alumni. He has held major posts in the Carter and Clinton
Administrations and is currently a senior partner in the firm of
Covington and Burling, LLC. Eizenstat was accorded high honors for
his advocacy on behalf of holocaust survivors and was named
International Lawyer of the Year in 2007.

Co-sponsored by: The Campus Y, the Social and Economic Justice
Minor, the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies, the Curriculum in
International and Area Studies, the School of Law, the Department of
Political Science, and the Department of Public Policy.

thursday, march 20,2008
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