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MY BIG FAT HINDU WEDDING

DTH/KRISTIN WILSON
unior Anika Patel and senior Sagar Rathie partici-
pate in a mock Hindu-Christian wedding under a tent
called a “mandap” in the Pit on Wednesday. Hosted by

Sangam, freshman Aarti Patel said the event was part of a
creative effort to promote South Asian Awareness.

Hog waste will produce electricity

BY JAKE RATLIFF
STAFF WRITER

Registration began earlier this
month for a pilot program in which
farmers can sell electricity convert-
ed from the methane gas generated
by hog waste.

The Swine Farm Methane Capture
Pilot Program was established by leg-
islation passed by the N.C. General

| Assembly in July 2007.

More than 200 farms already
have registered for the program,
said Vernon Cox, technical services
section chief for the N.C. Division
of Soil and Water Conservation.

“I believe that swiné producers
are looking for better ways to man-
age waste while maintaining the
profitability of their farm,” he said.

According to the legislation, 50
farms will be chosen to participate.

State regulations mandate that 3
percent of the energy sold by power
companies must come from renew-
able sources, said Andy Thompson,
spokesman for Duke Energy. That,
he said, is part of the reason power
companies are interested in biomass
sources like hog waste.

Currently the N.C. Utilities
Commission is working to deter-
mine the minimum price that

power companies must pay hog
farmers for the electricity they pro-
duce, said Kimberly Jones, indus-
try analyst with the N.C. Public
Utilities Commission.

The minimum price, she said,
would allow hog farmers to break
even seven vears after they invest in
the methane capturing system.

Despite the fact that hog farmers
will not make a substantial profit
from selling the electricity they
produce, many say there is still an
incentive for them to participate.

“My perspective is that hog farm-

some said that hog farmers still
have their work cut out for them
in the effort to reduce pollution.

“There is a concern that if farm-
ers just focus on methane they will
not look at other environmental
problems,” said Joe Rudek, senior
scientist with the N.C. office of the
Environmental Defense Fund. He
listed ammonia, odor in neighbor-
ing communities and runoff from
fields sprayed with hog waste as
other issues.

He added that revenue from

methane capture should be rein-
vested into other technologies that
help hog farmers meet environ-
mental regulations.

“I think there is a very high
potential for this to be successful,”
Rudek said.

Energy companies that choose
to buy electricity from hog farm-
ers must do so for a minimum of
seven years.

Contact the State & National
Editor at stntdesk @unc.edu.

ers are environmentally respon-
sible people. If there is something
they can do to reduce their carbon
footprint, they will do it,” said Don
Butler, director of governmental
relations and public affairs for
Murphy-Brown LLC.

Murphy-Brown, a subsidiary
of Smithfield Foods, is the world’s
largest hog producer, owning more
than 300 hog farms in North
Carolina alone.

“An additional incentive is if they
can produce their own electricity
and thereby reduce their costs,”
Butler said.

While the pilot program might
be a step in the right direction,
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and I personally would not consid- |
er it an issue to have a candidate |
that had been in the Chapel Hill |
search,” said Linda Carlisle, vice |
chairwoman of the UNC-G Board l
of Trustees.
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searches. We'd rather have first
choice than second choice,” he
said.

“We're very pleased at the
response we've been getting from
the quality standpoint.”

Contact the State & National
Editor at stntdesk@ unc.edu.

experience

Bloggin’ about tunes

The MP3 craze transformed music
reviews, as songs can be embedded
in blogs. See pg. 5 for story.

A convincing victory

The UNC baseball team han-
dles Gardner-Webb in a 13-2 win
Wednesday. See pg. 11 for story.

Bond rates increase

Those arrested in Durham County
are less likely to get out of jail before
sentencing. See pg. 10 for story.

Academic advising

The Board of Trustees hears how
plans are coming for an overhaul of
advising. See pg. 3 for story.

llluminating safety

An analysis of blue lights on and
off campus. See pg. 1 for story.
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ACROSS 68 Obtained 22 Half an African fly? 42 Speller's contest
1 Valise 69 Overbearing 26 Emerald Isle 46 Compass dir.
4 Earthquake 70 Bubbly 27 Winged 47 Petty dictator
9 Car lifts 71 Big Band, for one 29 Actress Barkin 49 Be obligated
14 Make a miscalculation 30 Unpleasantly chilly 50 Devastate
15 Banks of baseball DOWN 32 Icy rain 51 Nervous vibration
16 Square 1 Confer 33 Touch with tenderness 52 Horizontal layers
17 Salton or Sargasso 2 Interstice of a leaf 35 Coloring agent 55 Sedimentary rock
18 Faces the day 3 Free of charge 37 Teheran's country 58 Hot pair in poker
19 Saturn or Mercury 4 Desiccated 38 Beret filler 59 Collective pronoun
20 Start of Evan Esar 5 Poetic name for 39 Residents of a new 60 Small notch
quip Ireland region 61 Intrusive
23 Jumble 6 Badge of honor 40 Tempe sch. 62 Scientist's office
24 Turns right 7 Blockade 41 Spatula 63 Pridefulness
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28 Cowboy movie 9 Self-defense system
31 Lay waste to 10 All over again @ o it
34 The best __ plans 11 Cool it! - - =
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First Pentecostal Church

Duys I, 1312 Fordham Bivd
“Howme of Ol Time Religeon”

Newman

Worship with s each Wednesday 7:30 PM
b Taen s ol Equipping college students
to be passionately devoted

Jfollowers of Jesus Christ!

L L TP R pap——— Thursdays 6-8 pm
Forw Prmersnd Clurch of Devtam:
Viuw wn i Darionm @ MR W Carver Svver
Sords 1000w 4 8.0 g, Towrdes 700 g

Saturday: 5:Bpm, &nSh

Sunday: 9am, Tlam & 7pm

Fom more smfrrmrsce cull (919 477 4355

WESLEY FOUNDATION
United Methodist

214 Pisboro St * 9422152
Across from the Carolina Inn
www uncwesleyorg

Sunday: 7pm Worship

Tuesday: 5-8pm Small Groups
& Bidle Study

Thurs: 6pm Dinner & Fellowship

Sat: Time TBA Service Projects

Also: Aernative Spring Break,

Residential Communty, Loans &

Chapel of @R
the Cross

Chapel oF

Comse, Help Us Grow!
- l'The CROSS

2025 Ephesus Church Rd.. Chapel Hil



