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Reaching the Sweet 16
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No. 3 North Carolina’s Chad Flack makes contact against Gardner-Webb on Wednesday at the USA training
complex in Cary. Flack, who is batting .302 this season, and the Tar Heels face off against N.C. State this weekend.
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Shunick accounts for almost half
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possesses a record of just 2-2.
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The first-seeded North Carolina
women'’s basketball team is still
dancing; the floor just looks a little
familiar.

The Tar Heels are facing 4-seed
Louisville in their fourth straight
Sweet 16, and they're all business.

For most of UNC'’s upperclass-
men, trips to Regionals are nothing
out of the ordinary.

Nowadays, for a program that
has emerged as one of the finest in
the nation, success isn't even mea-
sured in trips to the Final Four.
The Tar Heels have won back-to-
back Regionals only to come up
short the next game both times. So
when it comes to postseason suc-
cess, there is only one measuring
stick — a championship.

After winning their first two games
by 35 and 14 points, UNC seems to
be playing the kind of dominating
basketball required to win it all. Even
when faced with a big, slow-it-down
opponent in second-round victim
Georgia, the Tar Heels simply kept
running, and it looks like they aren't
about to run out of steam.

A key part of that is the re-
emergence of All-America for-
ward Erlana Larkins. The senior,
who averaged only 14 points in the
regular season, has exploded dur-
ing postseason play, averaging 17.8
points and 10.2 rebounds in the
ACC and NCAA tournaments.

ing guard has stepped up her pro-
duction on both ends of the floor,
becoming “that player” — a gritty
defender and good shooter whose
contributions don’t always show up

nothing new for UNC

UNC junior Heather Claytor defends against Georgia in North Carolina’s
NCAA tournament game in Norfolk, Va., on Tuesday. UNC won, 80-66.
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ing to make school history in their first ever
Sweet 16 appearance.  Edge: Louisville

~ The Bottom Line — North Carolina 79, Louisville 72
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