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BELLAFEA

CAVALCADE
POST-PUNK

Yodkokok

Uncertainty permeates Cavalcade,
Bellafea’s long-awaited follow-up to
2004's Family Tree EP.

“Punish me with the cruelest
summer/Terrify me with silence/
Make me desperate/Let me wake
alone/Make me cry rivers,” front-
woman Heather McEntire pleads
on “Telling The Hour,” her exas-
perated voice carried by a minimal
drum beat, haunting choral voices
and piercing strings.

It's a moment as tender as a just-
picked scab, oozing and throbbing
with a pain that is entirely palpable.

Musically, the record is filled
with moments of cable-thick
tension. McEntire's guitar leads
the charge as drummer Nathan
Buchanan and new bassist Eddie
Sanchez pulse along with her, veer-
ing into surprising territories, cir-
cling back again and winding up
someplace new entirely.

With the added backing of

Sanchez and a stockade of musi-
cal contributors, Cavalcade shows
a fuller, more voluminous Bellafea
than on Family Tree. But the bigger
sound doesn't make the record safe.
It makes it more moving, more

exciting and more dangerous.
-Bryan Reed

THE STRUGGLERS
THE LATEST RIGHTS

COUNTRY/FOLK

In a way that is vaguely reminis-
cent of stretching your arms and
wiping the sleep from your eyes just
as the sun begins to peak through
the bedroom window, The Latest
Rights is the type of record that
grows steadily from front to back.

Beginning with the pleasant
groove of “Morningside Heights,”
Randy Bickford's soft baritone offers
awarm, familiar handshake from an
old friend before a perfectly placed
fiddle adds a new layer of lament.

As the record struts slowly but
confidently through its nine tracks,
Bickford's voice and rich lyrics pro-
vide the strength, while the appropri-
ately minimal arrangements make

sure those strengths receive the |

amount of attention they deserve.
The Latest Rights is a Sunday

morning record. The type of country
record that is built on ultra-personal
reflection and subtle guitar strums.
And as the day begins, and
Bickford continues, it builds to the
end, offering a clear view of a day
that is offered without the dregs of
sleep and with the experience of a
life well lived.
-Jamie Williams
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No one would argue the merits of
R.E.M. But, it is easy to say that the
band began to lose its way several
years ago, releasing a few albums
not deserving a spot on the same
shelf as Murmur or Automatic for
the People.

Well, that phase is over.

CLOUD CuLT

FEEL GOOD GHOSTS (TEA-
PARTYING THROUGH
TORNADOES)

INDIE POP
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There's no way to know what to
expect on Cloud Cult'’s Feel Good
Ghosts (Tea-Partying Through
Tornadoes).

The forces of nature that influ-
ence the group are probably guilty
of causing the congenial chaos and
calmness that ensues.

The LP could be used as a
teaching mechanism for what to
do when encountered with an eco-
logical predicament. Strings, keys

and effects dominate the bulk of

the album that includes a volcano’s
will and a survival guide to fire and
hurricanes.

And like a painter practicing
his craft, “The Tornado Lessons” is
taken at whirling dervish pace and
accentuated by mousey squeaks
and pounding drums like the con-
trast of delicate and broad brush
strokes against a canvas.

Feel Good Ghosts amounts to a
tutorial on the bedlam and tran-
quility nature can create, which
Cloud Cult has the ability to express
through the means of classical-
infused, experimental pop tunes.

-Benn Wineka

SHAKERMAKER
SHAKERMAKER |
INDIE POP

One word summation of |
Shakermaker's self-titled LP:
agreeable.

The Chapel Hill quartet creates |
indie pop tracks that wash over the
listener and elevate them with an
air of affability.

A cut such as “Sunday Ladies”
employs the vintage short-play sin-
gles format, cashing out at just shy
of two-and-a-half minutes, but is
potent enough to lead it to become
a memorable experience on every
listening.

Shakermaker never compli-
cates arrangements, allowing the
musical elements — such as the
occasional pedal steel guitar — to
dictate the varying influence on
each song. The often overlooked
quality of country and Brit-pop
inspired tracks keeps the album
fresh from song to song.

The band seems content when
making music, which leaves
Shakermaker with an easygoing,
homey feeling.

But the band could become that
much better by stepping beyond
the bounds of its — and its listen-
ers’ — comfort zones.

-Benn Wineka

Accelerate, to put it quite simply, |
is a return to form. It sounds like |
the R.E.M. that took the college- |
rock scene by storm in the ‘80s. |
There is urgency, there is passion,
and there is a sense of timelessness
that the band’s most recent releases
have lacked.

Thealbum’s single, “Supernatural ‘
Superserious,” is the highlight, mix- |
ing Michael Stipe’s subtle political | »
musings on acceptance with a p()p-
styled guitar riff and well-placed |
hdckln;, vocals. |

“Everybody here comes from |
somewhere/But they would just
as soon forget and disguise,” Stipe
sings.

And while there is plenty of room |
for heavy-handed commentary, it |
doesn’t seem appropriate, because |
its just a rock song. Its not hurtful, |
its not combative, it’s just fun.

And that characterizes the
entirety of the record until the final |
track, “I'm Gonna DJ;” closes with |
its kitschy hook, “It’s pretty final/ |
I'm collecting vinyl/I'm gonna DJ |
at the end of the world.” 3

But don't let that dreadful lyric |
distract from the quality of the rest [

of the record.

And after the band’s most recent |
output, it is allowed at least one |
stinker on an otherwise stellar LP. |
~Jamie Williams |
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Take 15/501 South towards Pittsboro
Exit Market St. / Southern Village
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HORTON HEARS AWHO & 1003005075410

NARE__ 120400710845

Starts §/16/08 - CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE CASPUAN I

REGAL CINENAS

TIMBERLYNE 6

Adv. mmﬂ”‘l‘l(’@“)'

Adv. Tix on Sale CHRONICLES OF NARNIA
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG) *

PROM NIGHT (PG-13) 145435) 730
UNDER THE SAME MOON (PG-13)  (140420) 720
NIM'S ISLAND (PG) (135410) 705
LEATHERHEADS (PG-13) (150430) 710
21 (PG-13) (130 415) 700
THE RUINS (R) - 1D REQ'D (155.425) 725

7:10, 9:30, SAT-SUN 2:10, 4:30
THE BAND’S VISIT
7:00, 9:10, SAT-SUN 2:00, 4:30

MARRIED LIFE
7:20, SAT-SUN 2:20

17TH WILLHOGE w/ Lesie™ ($10)

18FR SPRING REGGAE FEST (DUB AZD'C Mystic

Viorations, Amateurs)*
195A WCOM benefit Sweo'e'Wedhe'

Stranger Spiifs, Prayers ond Tears of Arthur
Digby Sellers, Violet Viector and The Lovely
Lovelies, Water Callers, Harmute, Crash

ond DJ Trizzok** (38/510)
208U ESLEY w/ The Myriod, Melee, and The
Envy Coms™ ($12/514)

23WE ANTHRLAG, STREET DOGS, Briggs, more

24TH ABBEY ROAD LIVE! ($10/512)
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All drinks half price!
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UNC’s Ladies’ Night

Ladies 21
Ladies 18

&

in FREE
Half T'rice

with UNC ID
with UNC ID
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Don't Search for
the Holy Grail Anvmore

Find it at Tl

avers for $5 « Coors Lite $2

Must be 18 to hang out and 21 to drink

NO REVOLUTION®* ($12/$15
\-‘V

POLVO (soid out)

TU/WE 2 nights: DRIVE BY TR,

M
&L

LES DUDEK™ ($15)
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THURSDAY, APRIL 24

SON VOLY

IT WAS GREAT, NO LYE

uitarist Josh Bauman of Saint Louis’ Lye By Mistake
works through a complicated line as his band per-
formed Thursday at Cat’s Cradle. The band had an
energetic sense of proggy fun that was refreshing to see in a
metal band as it opened for N.C. bands Giant and BTBAM.

Uncork the

4" Annual

reaty®

vince,
food

@ Over 150 Wines G

arts
festival

15 North Carolina Winenes
B Over 50 Unique Artists and Crafters
M Gourmet Live] Cooking \5 Wine Demos

B Continuous Live Music

SAVE §2-BUY TICKETS IN ADVANCE

Unlimited samples and souvenir glass only
§18 Advance ‘mﬁm!
$2 0 Onsite ~=cure

$10 Designated Driver
FREE - Kids 12 and under

E» cafor @ 239

TIME WARNER CABLE

<t POWER OF

SUNDAY, APRIL 20
EISLEY

LINCOLN THEATRE

" & i

CASUALTIES, KRUM :u"?NS MUA\?‘WZERQ

HE OLD CEREMONY w/ Tony Scher™

JOKERS™ (S20/

178A SOUTHERN CULTURE ON THE SKIDS™ (S10/

25 BOMBADIL CD Release Party w/ Nathan

MONDAY, APRIL 28

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30

Saturday. April 19«
11am-7pm
;'a]/)eS! Koka Booth
Ampitheatre
Cary

NORTH CARDLINA
WinE & GRAare COounciL

e
DTH/JORDAN LAWRENCE

Funl
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SUNDAY, APRIL 27
DESTROYER

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30

Oliver, Love Longuage

26SA WHO'S BAD?! (Michoe! Jackson Tribute)

275U DESTROYER w/ Andre Ethier and Work
Clothes™ ($12)

28 MO MEAT BEAT MANIFESTO™* (515/518)

30WE JOSH RITER w/ Ingrid Michoelson® (315

1)

2FR ond 3 SA (SECOND SHOW ADDED BY

POPULAR DEMAND!) PRESSURE BOYS wi

Guests THE SNEAKERS" ($16/520)
MAN MAN w/ YEASAYER"*

BRISH SEA POWER/ ROSEBUDS™ ($10/$12)

WE ARE A

SHAWN MULLINS™ (520)
NICK LOWE w/ Ron Sexsmith** ($25)
AMERICAN MUSIC CLUB w/ Lost In the
Trees™ ($12/$14)
SHOW @ Lincoln Thegire (Raleigh)
4724 SONVOLUT w/ Bobby Bare Jr

serving CAROLIN

**Advance ticket sales at Schoolids Records (Raleigh)

CD Asey (Chapel
Buy fickets

2MO CUNIC* (S13/8! MEAT BEAT MANIFESTO

21TV Xw/ Detrort Cobras*™* (520/52
NORTH 'IWDPA_STARSW Amy
Levere™ (§16/518)

F sl

5TH  ADRIAN BELEW™ ($18/520)

6FR  SWERVEDRIVER™ (S15/817)

107U MUDHONEY w/ Birds of Avalon™ ($15)
25 WE Demon hrte' Living Sacrifice, more™

285A IRIS DEMENT" (528/530)

LSO PRESENTING...

SHOW @ Leigh Farm Park (Chape Hill)

5/3  Buegrass Festival w/ STEEP CANYON
RANGERS, BIG FAT GAP, Outiiers, more
(First Annual Festival for Wiidiife)

SHOWS @ Locol 506

6/5  JEREMY ENIGK w/ Damien Jurodo*™ ($14/
$16)

6/10 HAYDEN™ ($12/514)

A BREWERY Beers on Tap!

SUNDAY, MAY 4

Hill), Bull City Records (Durham) MAN MAN

on-ine! @ www .etix.com

For credit card orders, call 919-967-9053

www.catscradle.com

BEST

JOSH RITTER AMERICAN MUSIC CLUB

THE ARTSCENTER
5 R

MAY 2 AND 3
PRESSURE BOYS

MONDAY, MAY 2¢

TUESDAY, MAY 27
CLINK X



