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SPIRTT

ODE TO SUNSHINE

ROCK

For all the prancing and preen-
ing as if they were today’s Rolling
Stones, bad-boy British outfit Oasis
has never taken its outsized pop-
rock down to the Bayou for the all-

out roots treatment their forebears
did on classics such as Beggar’s
Bangquet.

And after listening to Delta
Spirit’s debut LP, Ode To Sunshine,
it becomes apparent that Gallagher
& Co. would be wise to give it a try
themselves.

Wielding impressive hooks and
an unstoppable personality, Delta
Spirit surrounds them in a lo-fi
Americana package.

The title track, for instance,
transforms ragtime piano into an
irresistible hook and uses it to cre-
ate a heartfelt anthem about not
dwelling on one’s problems.

And though that theme might
be played out, the song, like most
everything else on Ode To Sunshine,
feels fresh and vigorous.

“People C’'mon” transforms a
funeral dirge into a dance party
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with an all-consuming gospel cho-
rus, and “Strange Vine” uses a fiery
version of Brill Building pop to
give sting to such zingers as “I can’t
afford the truth/We're two idiots in
the same canoe.”

Despite several home runs, the
album falters in its attempts at
acoustic balladry. Album opener
“Tomorrow Goes Away” is too liter-
al an attempt to recreate “Eleanor
Rigby” and “Bleeding Bells” ruins
what could have been a touching
folk song with an annoyingly shrill
horn section. ;

Allin all, it’s a solid effort that’s
so successful in developing its for-
mula, that it seems unlikely that
even the most die-hard Gallagher-
ite would wish Oasis had done it
instead.

-Jordan Lawrence

RA RA RIOT
RA RA RIOT

THE RHUMB LINE

POP

Think of the last party you
attended.

There must have been music.
Probably of the bass-heavy, beat-
thumping variety.

Probably it didn’t include string
arrangements.

But if Ra Ra Riot gets its way,
that is soon to change.

Adding cello and violin to
bouncy bass lines, overly caffein-
ated vocals and frantic guitar
work, the band has created a pop
record that is accessible, dance-
able and, unfortunately, largely
uninteresting.

The novelty of the strings wears
off as they begin make their way
more prominently into the mix
on tracks like “Winter ’05” where

their presence only works to slow

the pace.

Party foul, indeed.

But when the pace is proper,
though, The Rhumb Line can be
loads of fun, if a little underwhelm-
ing.

It is the type of record best
served by a cursory listen.

Closer examination merits no
breakthroughs.

There really isn’t anything
groundbreaking here. It’s solid
pop music and not much more.

And maybe that was the goal.
Maybe the band just wants to, you
know, party and have a good time
and things like that,

But, as the strings continue to
swell, one has a hard time think-
ing that there is nothing more
substantive and inventive boil-
ing just under that party-starting
exterior.

-Jamie Williams

PHYSICS OF MEANING
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'DON'T MISS THIS WEEKEND'S
UNION FREE MOVIES

* «* Admission with UNC Student One Card + « +

Friday, Sept. 5
7:00pm & Midnight...
IRON MAN

9:30pm...YOUNG @ HEART

Saturday, Sept. 6
7:00pm...YOUNG @ HEART

9:30pm...IRON MAN

TUESDAY, SEPT 9
TOKYO POLICE CLUB

THURSDAY, SEPT 11
SILVER JEWS

SNAKE CHARMER AND
DESTINY AT THE STROKE OF
MIDNIGHT

CHAMBER POP
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The Physics of Meaning might
take itself just a bit too seriously.
The melodramatic string swells,
chimes and overwrought lyrics
ache with the existential angst that
has become all too trite with mod-
ern indie-rock.

* With a pedigree that includes’

stints with and collaborations along-
side the likes of St. Vincent, John
Vanderslice and the Polyphonic
Spree, Physics frontman Daniel
Hart has certainly earned his chops
in the indie community.

On his band’s sophomore effort
Snake Charmer and Destiny at
the Stroke of Midnight, the scope
might have taken on a grandiose
scale, but the record suffers from
too many ideas.

But what’s worse is that a lot of
these ideas aren’t even interesting.

The band rehashes many cliché
themes, such as wishing wells, your
favorite songs, human existence,
love, etc.

It’s not that this is a poor record
per se, just an uninteresting one.
Everything about this release is
inoffensive (aside from its pom-
posity).

There simply aren’t enough
ideas here that Hart hasn't already
been doing with his other bands.

In the future it might be better

‘| if Physics of Meaning lay off the

orchestral strings and focus on the
heart strings instead.

-Ben Pittard

THE COAST
EXPATRIATE
POP/ROCK

Johdevere

The Coast really are a two-
faced band.

One side of the &6in is a sort of
keyboard-driven dance machine
ready to start the party.

On the other side, though, is a
much more bland outfit that takes
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SATURDAY, SEPT 27
BOMBADIL

SR TIS'IE OLD CEREMONY w/ Modern Skirs**
10)

(
6SA  BARACK THE CRADLE!: Hammer No More The
Finger, Tooth, Cavems, Kaze, Mosadi Music.
9TU  TOKYO POLICE CLUB w/ Whigs, The Coast
10 WE STEPHEN KELLOGG AND THE SIXERS** w/
Gabe Dison Band
11TH SILVER JEWS w/ Monotonix** ($12/$15)
12FR LOSTIN THE TREES CD Release Party Free
show, w/ Guests Midfown Dickens
13SA REGGAE BLITZ (Mickey Mils, Crucial Fiya,

more)

148U Redman / Connie Price / Cosmo Baker
(Free Show! RSVP @ Scion.com)

15 MO Nicholas Megalis

17 WE TOUBAB KREWE"* (§12/514)

18TH ABBEY ROAD LIVE PRESENTS: MAGICAL
MYSTERY TOUR - entire LP Live w/ horns,

stings

19FR WHO'S BAD (Tribute to Michael Jackson)

205A STREET DOGS, TIME AGAIN, FLAT FOOT 56,

23TU REVIVAL TOUR: Chuck Ragan, (Hot Water
Music), Ben Nichols (Lucero), Tim Barry
(Avail)

25TH BLACK KIDS w/ The Virgins**

26FR RATATAT** ($16/918)

27 SA BOMBADIL* (59/512)

285U Camboro Music Festival / free show!

29 MO STEREOLAB w/ Atlas Sound** ($17)

30TU MASON JENNINGS w/ Zach Gill** ($15)

TWE 5 GUM PRESENTS: THE FRATELLIS w/
Airborne Toxic Event, Electric Touch

2TH  WALKMEN" (§12/514)

3FR THE OLD 975" ($18)

6MO THE RUMBLE STRIPS w/ Birdmonster

WE ARE ALSO

SHOWS @ Local 506
9/15 SERA CAHOONE, SAM CHAMPION
9719 WRECKLESS ERC AND AMY RIGBY™ (58/$10)
07 VOB~ (105.
ATERNATE ROUTES,
10/10 JONATHAN RCHVAN (512)
10/12, THE WEDDING PRESENT™ (512/514)
10/16 Magnetic Moming

SHOW @ Caroling Theatre (Durham)
10/7 OF MONTREAL** (§20/525)

10/2 LLOYD COLE" (SNE

8WE THEIGUANAS™ (§15)

10FR ANTIBALAS** (§14/516)

115A KICKIN' GRASS CD Release Party

13 MO GIRL TALK w/ Grand Buffet (sold out)

147U HEARTLESS BASTARDS w/ Dead
Confederate

15 WE STATE RADIO* (512/$14)

17FR CHATHAM COUNTY LNE** ($12/$15)

20MO,COLD WAR KIDS** ($15/$17)

23TH ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDQ™ ($18/520)

255A SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS (tix on sale 9/5)

268U ILLBILL w/ Sean Price

27 MOHOTEL CAFE TOUR (Ingrid Michaelson,
more)

28TU DEERHOOF w/ Experimental Dental Schiool

29 WE BASSNECTAR*™* ($12)

30TH BOUNCING SOULS, STRIKE ANYWHERE &

more

31 FR WILL HOGE, EVERYBODYFIELDS"* ($10/$12)
NOVEMBER

28U DEERHUNTER w/ Times New Viking™*

IMO MURS

SWE THE NOUNTAIN GOATS / KAKI KING** ($15)

6TH LOTUS"

8SA  MARK KOZELEK w/ Kath Bloom** ($15/$17)

117U DIPLO w/ Abe Vigoda, Telepathe**

13TH BADFISH (A TRIBUTE TO SUBLIME)

14FR TOADIES (Tix on sale 9/5)

181U ELECTRIC 6 / LOCALH / Golden Dogs™*

19 WE AMY RAY

20TH JEDI MIND TRICKS"* (516/$18)

21 FR PERPETUAL GROOVE** (515/520)

235U METHOD MAN & REDMAN** (530; on sai 9/5)

PRESENTING...

SHOWS @ Lincoin Theaire (Raleigh)

10/29 MINUS THE BEAR, ANNUALS, Sylvie

11/3  DRIVE BY TRUCKERS / THE HOLD STEADY

11/6  REVEREND HORTON HEAT w/ NASHVILLE PUSSY
and RECKLESS KELLY** ($20/523)

9/30 LUCINDA WILLIAMS!' (Tix on sale B/%)
SHOW @ Mevmandi Concert Hall (Raleigh)

10/16 RAY LAMONTAGNE"*
10/18  THE MAGNETIC FELDS™

10/5 THE BLACK KEYS w’ Royal Bangs** ($22/$25)

9/18 BEN FOLDS FIVE - original members! Tickets go on
sale Sept. 8, 10am

serving CAROLINA BREWERY Beers on Tap!

**Advance tic
CD Alley (CH), Bul

ket sales at SchoolKids Records (Raleigh),
il City (Durham), Katie's Pretzels (Camboro).

Buy fickets on-line: www.etix.com
For Credit Card orglers CALL 919-967-9053

www.catscradle.com

BEST

TUESDAY, SEPT 30
MASON JENNINGS

FRIDAY, OCT 10
ANTIBALAS

WEDNESDAY, 0CT 1
FRATELLIS

e

SUNDAY, 0CT 5
BLACK KEYS
DISCO RODEO

THURSDAY, OCT 16
RAY LaMONTAGNE
MEYMANDY CONCERT HALL

SATURDAY, OCT 2
SQUIRREL NUT Z
TIX ON SALE 9/5
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dusty cliches from the classic rock
lexicon and beats them to death,
coming up with disastrously bland
results.

And it’s frustrating.

The record begins with a couple
of keyboard driven bouncers that
seem ready for Top-40 radio. And
I mean that in as complimentary
a tone as the statement can be
received.

Around the half way mark of
Ezpatriate, though, gears are
shifted and the band downturns
into the basic guitar, drums and
keys arrangements that have been
staples in rock 'n’ roll since its
inception. :

The problem here is, of course,
that trying to do something that
has been done hundreds of times
before leaves little room for
error.

And the reality is that The Coast
aren’t nearly innovative enough to
stand out from the crowd.

-Jamie Williams

PURITAN RODEO

THE MAGIC SUIT BALL
COUNTRY

2.0 (ahohasg
It’s really hard to imagine a
more botched country album than
Puritan Rodeo’s The Magic Suit
Ball.

First of all, the music is appall-
ingly bland. Playing the most pre-

dictable brand of banjo-and-fiddle-

filled alt-country, Puritan Rodeo
has made an album that’s the worst
kind of catchy.

Sure, the overly comfortable
and familiar rhythms are likely to
get the toes tapping, but at the end
of the song, the listener is likely to
feel as if he just woke up from a
poorly chosen one-night stand,
thinking, “Did I actually enjoy
that?” :

And as he wipes the sleep from
his eyes, the answer is usually
“no.”

Adding to the problem is the fact
that Puritan Rodeo has no control
over its emotional range.

For the first half of the album,
the group wraps cookie-cutter
country tears in arrangements and
vocals that make them seem like
inspirational jams.

Where many bands use this
technique to create irony, Puritan
Rodeo just seems ecstatic that it
was actually able to fool a label
into releasing this sloppy bunch of
cliched country techniques.

Near the end, Puritan Rodeo
comes close to creating genuine
sentiment, but at that point, most
people have probably given up on
the record and simply stopped lis-
tening

-Jordan Lawrence

REGAL CINEMAS

(220435) 715

DISASTER MOVIE (PMS) (215415)720
COLLEGE (R) - ID REQ'D (225440) 735
JHOUSE BUNNY (PG-13) (210430)710
TROPIC THUNDER (R)- IDREQ'D-  (200425)725
DEATH RACE (R) - ID REQ'D (420) 730
THE ROCKER (PG-13) (205) PM

620 Market St
Chapel Hill

I‘lwl mn:
l A""""d 232-9000

Take 15/501 South towards Pittsboro
Exit Market St. / Southern Village
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CHELSEAVARSITY.COM
MAN ON WIRE
7:00,9:00, SAT-SUN 2:00,4:10

VIGKY CRISTINA BARGELONA
7:15,9:20, SAT-SUN 2:15,4:30

ELEGY
7:00,9:20, SAT-SUN 2:00,4:20

FROZEN RIVER
7:10,9:10, SAT-SUN 2:10,4:10

.HAMLET 2
7:20,9:30, SAT-SUN 2:20,4:40




