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For the Christian Advocate.
THE GRAND TABLEAU,

BY E. L. PERKINS,

Theré's golug Lo 12 s grand tableau boys,
And the secnes will eome off by and Ly,

1t will not be made of mere trinkets and toys,
But =0 grand as to dazsle each eye.

You wiilnot act alune in this great sight boye,
For the girls bave their part in the seene,

And they too will slare 1n your sofTows and Joys,
And be Lonorsd as they may demean.

Al tha getors that come to tho stage thea hoys,
Will Le anilions in each rank and fie;

The scene will exelte la us orrews and joys,
As the judge gives a frown or a smile,

We will all have to act In that scene my boys;
Place and tige i= not jolly made Known;

But et vour dress ready, the master cmplors,
The best olad tn best scenes to be shuwn.

Anid the dress in which you appear there my boys
Is o matt oof devpest cOnoern;
1t wiil ot be of fringes, snd triukets fand toys.

But the virfuous lessous you learn.

a be sare the' you learn yeur part well my Loys,
A ml the girls must be dressed niee and clean;
1ot vour virtues outshine your most gaudy (oFs;

\ will make you look ragged and mean,

Th

At the close of the scene the Judge them my boys,
Will announce his rewards to the best.
sTwill be erowss of pare gold ontshinivg yourioys

But to death hewill sentence the. rest.

Let us all 2o to work—yprepare for the day,
When the somons ghall call us to meel;
Lot s throw ull onr ragged sices away,
And be clothed as our Judge we wounld grect
————————————————

jeated,

Commun

l‘u;' the Christian Advocate.
AFEW REMARKS ON PREACII-
ING.

There is probably n> suabject con-
pecteld with the ministry upon which
have been expended so much onadul-
trated nonsense and ‘bosh’ as that of
preaching. If perfect preachers conld
be manufactured just as a Yankee ean
manafacture clocks and farming im-
plements, then the world would be
fillel with Robert Halls and George
Whiteficlds. If treatises upon Homi-
Jetics and Pastoral Theology could
tarn out masters of rich, idiomatic
Euoglish, men of true taste and refine-
ment, logicians who could rival Ham-

~ filton and Mill in their chosen arena,
 snd extemporizers of the most admira-

Bble sermons,—sermons
SsThough deep. Fei clear, though gentle yel not dull;
P Birong withons rage, without o’erflowing, full™”

'L then every land would be a scone of

perpetual eloquence, and bearers
would be charmed all the year round
with intellectual displays as remarka
ble for brillianey as vigor. Job said
‘gthat ‘in the making of many books
there is no end,” and surely, in the
makiog of bouks that are to impreve
preaching talents then is scarcely any
end. Every few months some one
must give thereligious worlda volume
mpon preachers and preaching. The
fact is the subjoct has long since been
worn thread-bare, and the froe value
of any new work on Homiletics, if the
Loriginal suggestions are aloue consid-
@red, is simply—noliing. 1'ut I only

. wished to say a word upon one point
‘#gonnected with preaching—the read-

awg of sermons. I verily believe that
$here is more senseless prejudice in
dulged just here than upon any other
subject connected with Christianity.
Not only do writers of celr:brity berate
thie reader of sermous, but every tenth
rate theological bush-whacker, who is
utterly incapable of writing any thing
worth reading, who is &5 innocent of
any knowledge of grammatical con-
struction as he is of the color of
Adam’s hair, whose so-called sermons
" Bave so little connection with the text
ghat if the latter had the small-pox
there would never be any danger of
the sermon taking it, must have ‘his
say,’ and hold ap the great excellence
of extempore speech and the utter
_barrenness and futility of the written
discourse. If yon are influenced by
such unthinking diatribes yom will
gonclude that Jonatban Edwards, and
Pr. Chalmers, and Dr. John Mason,
of New York, and Dr. Hanks and a
Bundred other able and eloquent
ministers who invariably read their
sermons, were men of no pulpits pow-
or whatever, whilst illiterate palpit-
baungers and hortatory roarers and
bellowers were models of condensed
force and finished eluguence. At Lhis
yery time, both in this courtry and in
@Great Britaio, many of the foremost
preachers are men of the manuscript,
and are exerting as great an influence
for good as any of those ministers who
peally extemporize, and who ‘draw out
$he thread of their verbosity finer than
‘$he staple of their argument.’
" Tae other day, 1 sawa passage in
" $he Advocate gqu_ted from Dr. Guthrie,
dn which the poor reader of sermons
was speedily ‘done for.' I have read
mearly every thing that Dr. Gathrie
~ hus written, and am somewhat an ad
“mirer c{ *his perspira ional rhetoric.’

L ~Ia fict, I have sometimes wondered

‘at his ability to spin out so melliflnous-
bis attennuted thooghts. He evi-
ently has great art in beating the
old of his discourses into very thin
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layers If he does thisin his written,
vrinted productions, what may we
expeet from him when he undertakes
to talk without the restraints of pre-
vious excogitation and writing. Dr.
Parker, of London,in Ad Clerum, also
takes a tilt at the unfortunate reader
of sermons. The other day an Eng-
lish eritic took a tilt at some of his
published sermomns. 1 venture the
opinion that the man who could write
and pablished such a work as Ad
Cierum would preach in a seasalional,
rambling, verbose style.

1f people wounld only use a littls
commonsense about preaching, there
wounld not be so much absard eriti-
cism. Some men write admirably who
really cannot extemporize. Some
men can speak well enough for practi-
cal purpo es who can not write. Let
each minister use in tbe best way
possible the gifts heis endowed with.
Let him try all the modes of preaching
—writing in full, asing fall notes or
brief votes, speaking without notes,
or indeed in any aud every way, and
then let him adopt that way which is
found to be afier due trial bes: suited
to his peculiar gifts. If he 1s able to
readily command appropriate lan-
guage after he has carefully thought
upon his subject, then let him speak
withont notes. Thus gifted he will
need no craiches, as lawyers have in
their briefs and evidence. But per
conlra, if he hesitate and stumble—if
he find it painfully difficult to express
thoughts previously conceived and
arranged, then by all means let him
use the manuscript, or, (mark you,)
let him do as scme distinguished
divines ‘I wot of’ have domne, write
carefally and commt, and ther as if
by the sudden inspiration of talent,no
previous long study and laborious ap-
plication having been gone through
with, let him in an animated style
speak—yevoriTer. He will get credit
with the unanitiated that his atteran-
ces are spontaneous, that his bril-
lianey and fluency were elicited at the
moment of their display, that his elo-
quence gushed forth ex re nata. Some
fine reputations for eslempore power
have been made in this way. I have
aforetime heard some remarkably
good sermons after this sori, and have
been forced to smile when I heard
some unsophisticated youth after-
wards remark that the preacher was
marvellonsly flueat—his fucility of ex-
pression and thonght quite sur-
passing anything he had ever Leard.
The fact was, the preacher had only
delivered a siz weels impromptu, or,
had only repeated fur the one hundred
and thirly-njnth time a sermon, every
turn of which, both as to language
and thooght, he was as familiar with
as he was with the old spring path
at the home of his child-hood. Lest
every minister preach as well as he
possibly can, and in the way tha" is
especially adapted to his peealiar
mental organism and training, and he
has, like Mary blessed of our Savioar,
‘done what he could.” Let him disre-
gard blind prejadices whether in min-
ister or layman, and trusting in God
for blessings to attend the Word
whenever or however spoken, let him
gird up the loins of his faith and go
on in the way of usefulness rejoicing.

Indulge me a little farther. Be-
cause great orators like Pitt, Erskine,
Fox, Plunkett, Henry, Prentiss, Web-
ster and Clay could ‘command listen-
ing senates' as they uttered their
great thoughts and burning words

upon 1the spnr of the moment, it is no
reason why all men who are nzf ‘great
orators’ should manke suck bazardous
attempts. It may be true that
Demosthenes ‘fulmin’d o'er Greece’ in
language that was prompted by the
oceasion, but it is equally true that
few men are gifted with that ready
and appropriate utterance that en

ables them to express the best thoughts
in the best manner. Why should a
man of ordinary siatue try to wear
the armor of a Richard of the Lion
Heart, or to wield his ponderous bat-
tle-axe ? It were much better to wear
his own clothes and to use discreetly
and wisely those weapons which na-
tare and study furnish, than to essay
to wield weapons that were fabrieated
for other hands.

What I have written may possibly
shock the prejudices of some persons,
but this would not be regretted if it
should help them to a broader, more
catholic judgment. I can hardly ex-
pect those, who for a life time have
heard the unceasing clamor against
written sermons, to give up easily or
willingly their old cherished no-
tims,

Catallus told us long, long ago,
that it wasiadeed difficalt for a person
to relinguish at once a confirmed pas-
gion—duifficile est longum subito deponere
amurem.  And so all 1aen have found
it. But generous treining enlarges
not only the capabilitics,but improves
the tastes, liberalizes the views, and
refines the judgment. A man by
proper educa.ion can rise superior to
passions or prejudicss.  As I take it,

that man only can be faid to have a
proper jadgmeut on tha characte for

!

sermonizing who looks not so mnch to
the manner of deliwery,as to the matter
of the discourse. If he is edified and
strengthened, why should he be partica
lar whether the minister reatis or
speaks off-hand. However much a man
may be electrified by ‘noble, sublime,
goodlike action,’ as Webster hath ii;
however much he may be captivated by
the outward look and gesture, or by
the ‘costly ornaments and stcdied
contrivances of speech,” he will also,
if he be a man of taste and sagaciiy,
regard well the character of the thoughls
with which the speaker is charged.
If & man ie truly possessed by his sub
ject; if he feels decply he will speak
with force and animation. I have
heard Dr. Chapin in New York, with
his manuscript before him, sweep over
the heart strings of a congregation,
evoking by the iouch such responsive
notes as he pleased. He was in carn-
est—passion filled his sonl and fonnd
expression in voice and ac ion as wdll
as langnage, and yet—cuvery word was
wrilien. DBut enough you say.
T. B. Kixuspuky.
Oxford N. C., Mar. 28, 1872.
—_—
For the Christian Advocate.
Walk about Zion, and go round ubout her:
tell the towers thereof.”

“Beautifal for situation, the joy of
the whole earth, is Mount Zwon.”
When t{he kings assembled, and
marched in procession by it, and lock-
ed at if, they marvelled. Its gran-
deur wust have besu glorious. Na-
tore had made Mount Zion strong,
art had covered it with magnificence,
and the manifestatiors of the glory of
God had made it glorions beyond all
other places on earth. All of its sar- |
roundings were upon the sawme scale
of magnificent proportions. Dt that
which more than all things besides,
stamps it with immortality, is the fact
that it was selected by Almighty God
as the location of the visible manifes
tations of His presence, and His glory.
It was this that made His Church so
powerful in Egypt, in the wilderness,
among the nat'ons through which it
passed from the bondage land to
Canaan. It was that which made it
so successfal on the day of Pentacost.
The manifestation of the presence of
God in organized associations makes
the Chureh. A long row of hands
reaching from St Peter to the present
day cannot make a charch, unless
those hands are sanctified by the Holy
Ghost, and God's presence is in the
hearts of the organization. The tow-
ers of Zion were magaificent, and most
excellent for proteciion against an ap-
proaching enemy, bat there never has
been a materinl proiec.ion eqgaal to
that of the pillar of cluud by day, and
a pillar of fire by night. With all his
chariots of war, and men in baitle ar-
ray, Pharaol would not rash his {hick
bucklers npon that boss of the AMost
High. Take the presence of God from
the Church, and its asgect would be
fitly represented by Samsoa shorn of
his locks, and asleep upon the hope of
the treacherous Delilah. The towers
about Zion are the Churches. These
all spring from the Jewish Charch,
when she expired, becauase, she by the
grace of God, Lad served the purpose
of God—and with her all of her sacri-
fices went out of existence, and gave
place to the New, the perfected Chris-
tian Chureh. Christ is its Lead and
chief corner stone. The Holy Ghost
is the operator, the manager, the vital
power in the Charch, becaunse it is
God.

The towers, in which is seen to
blaze the Holy Spirit, are many. The
external or material form of the tower
—Church is of no particular advan-
tage, save so far as the lloly Spirit
gives it its vitality.

It is not by might, nor by power,
phbysically, that the Church secures
her success, but by the Spirit of the
Living God. While, in ordination, or
in baptism, or in any manner of con-
secration, or sanctifying, there is no
form of words that will of themselves
compel the Holy Spirit to atiend the
act; there are forms of words that
would keep off his presence. No coet-
ly temple service wili make the
Shekinah burn—no walls of rocks,
nor towers of iron can secure us from
his presence.

What is ealled the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, South, is a most mag-
nificent tower of Moant Zion. And
by blending all the Methodist Towers,
or Churches, there is precented an ar-
ray of beautiful strength seem no
where else upon the face of the whole
earth. Her light has been shed upon
every land, anl is shining upon every
nation. Her cry is not, ‘The ark, the
ark of the Lord are we;' but her eyes
of faith are fixed npon Jesus and the
resurrection, with ber vigorous arun
siretched out and her fiager pointing
to the conqnoring Cross, she exclaiwn,
‘Behold, the way to God, and walk |
therein.” He: minwsters go before,
and her members shoutng, *We cowmel

we come !’
Toere is the spiritual force that is

turning the world right sideup. There

— —_—

despair, an1 blowing up the light of ! readers with the ou'line of a phillip-

hope; that is keeping off the wolf of
poverty, and making many rich; that
is the power that diives away despon-
dency, and sheds the cheerful light of
joy in the heart. Ignorance, super-
stirion, idolatry, witch-craft, and infi-
deliiy rise like mists, or fogs and are
driven awny, and like the great seen
in the heavens, it shines without a
dimring veik. ~When Methodism
plants her standard, and throws out,
with her energetic arm, the blood
stained banner of Cross, infidelity
bides its hideoms nakedness. There
need be no anti-infidel sermons preach-
ed, because every Methodist sermon is
a telling anti-infidel work that breaks
in pieces the clay forms of infidelity;
and every prayer that goes from a
heuart sanetified by the Holy Ghuost,
aud all aglow with faith, and love is a
mighty battery playing upon every
opposing element of christianity, and
every sinner feels and knows that
there is a heart power at work that
breaks his heart.
Ezn Vax Gur.
Liock Oat.

—
———

Feor the Christian Advocate.
OUR IRISH CORRESPONDENT,

It is not likely that there will be
war between England and the United
Siates over the Alabama difficulty
even although it be not amicably set-
tled jast yet. Neither eountry could
afford to plunge into such a calamitous
issue.

The Queen and nation held a
thanksgiving service at Si. Paul's
London. It was a grand sight. A
narion returning thanks to God for
sparing ite future King. Prayer was
heard and answered. Will the life
thuslengthened be employed it nsefal-
ly or wasted as heretofore? The day af-
ter the thanksgiving service, a young
man ran to the Queen’s carriage and
presented a pistol and a document to
her majesty. The next day the papers
contained seneational paragraphs
about the attempted assasination of the
Queen. The pistol was not loaded,
and if it had been, it is not certain that
the lad could have discharged it.
It was an absurdly foolish act. The
boy wished the Fenian prisoners re-
leased, and he thought he could eom-
pel the Queen to sign a paper to that
effect. Of course he failed, and will re-
ceive a good whipping for his folly.
The sct had no politeal significance.
The Qaeeu is beloved bgall her sab-
jects. Iiepublicanism will never be
popularin England.

Cardinal Cullen has just issued a
puastord. It is a characteristic doca-
ment. Donoances national education
and demands a denominational system.
Popery is alike the world over intoler-
ant, and intense and uncompromising
in its hatre of trath.

Itis not intended tiat the dogma
of Papal infallibility shall be a dead
lotter.

The Ultramontane party, who, with
such determination, forced it upon the
acczpiance of the whole Roman Cath-
olic world, do not regard their work
as conplete now that they have added
anoither art cle of faith to the long
catalogue with which the consciences
of the faithful are burdened. Their
purpose is to employ the dogma as a
means of giving forde and weight to
the denial of all modern liberties con-
tained in the Syliabus. Armed with
this weapon, they are entering upon
a crusade whose object is to rescue
the Holy Land of Europe from the
hands of Protestant infidels. and to
obtain unfettered dominion over the
conscience of men.

The boldness of the enterprise
astounds us, but ‘Nothing venture,
nothing win,’ is doubtless their motto.
Nor will they be very scrupulous as
to the allies whose sid they seek, or
the means by which they strive to com-
pass their ends. Already we see them
fraternising in Prussia with socialists,
whose atheism is of the most decided
cbaracter. The partisans of the In-
ternationale in that country being
discontenled with the high-handed
proceedings of Prince Bismarcs, it is
convenient to make common cause
with them now that the Government
is doing its utmost to check the usur-
pations of the Church of Roma. Thus
across the Rhine may be seen the edi-
fying spectacle of a Holy (!) alliance
between the Internationale on the one
band, and Ultramontanism, or, as
as some one has proposed to call it,
the Internationale Noire on the oth
cr.

Iu France the Univers, the Jesuit
organ, so skilfally conducted by M.
Vevicror, has lately been demonstra-
ting in its own pecaliar fashion that
the Protestanis have united with the
Internationale, and are busily engag-
ed iu preaching doctrines utterly sub-
veceive of all order, and even of relig
ion itself. It affirms that this nefari-
ous propagandism is going on in sev-
eral departments, especially in the

distriet of Limoges, and that a certain |

AL Fiscu, of Paris, is onse of its wost

i3 force that is keeping off the tiger of

active agzenta. Tt lately favoured its

I

pic delivered by this gentleman at a
meeting held in a cafe in the village
of Aixe. Here is a specimen of dread-
fal attack of society:—The mosi im-
portant matter of ull is public instrue-
tion; everybody shonld know how to
read and write. I want to enlighten
France. But we have in opposition
to us a powerful, proad, and ambitious
class of men, who desire to kacp the
people in iguorance with n view of
ruling them. They are 40,000 strong,
without counting their adberents,
Their iceal of perfection is Drittany,
a province far behind the rest of the
country, and where no one can read
or write, and where theocracy is in
power.” This version of Dr. Iiscu’s
specch was given in answer to a de-
mand made by Pastor Tu. Moxen,
of Paris, that the editor of the Univers
should farnich proofs of the allegations
he bad made respecting the propag-
aada nodertaken ‘by the Internation-
ale and Protestanism,” with the eon-
nivance of the anthorities. O.r read-
ers may fuil to ses in the report of M.
Fisen’s speech any indieations of a
connection between his proceedings
and thoge of the Infernationale. But
to the editor of the Uaivers the con-
nection is clear enough. Tor, ex-
claims he, *Who pays M. Fiscu's ex-
pensas, and who gives him his galary?
He does not work for nothing, and he
does not buy with his own money all
the Bibles with which Limogesisbeing
inundated.” To these questions there
can be but one answer. The Interna
tionale pays Dr. Tiscu and purchases
the Bibles! And if this does not suof-
fice to convinee M. JMoxon, let him
torn to the letters written by Pastor
Bersier to the Juurnal de Geneve at
the time of the Comu.ane, and there
he will find proofs tiat ‘the pious pas-
tor’ approved of that revolt against
society; and let him farther bear in
mind that ‘the Commune did not lay
its hand on a single pastor nor on a
single Protestant temple; #t killed the
Archbishop of Pauis, and spared Pas-
tors Moxop and Bersier, and all the
other pastors. These facls prove
very clearly that the agreement is a
nataral one between the enemies of
rociety and the onewmics of the
Church.’

M. Moxop bas again summoned the
Univers to proce, not to afficm, that a
‘league really exists Letween Protes-
tantism and the In‘ernationale;’ Dr.
Fiscu has availed himself of the right
allowed him by the law, and required
the inseriion in the Lavers of hisown
analysis of the sperch delivered by
him at Aixe; while M. Brer-ier has
written, defying the ediior to show
that he has ever said that ‘the Com
mune represented modern aspirations,
human rights, and national sovercign-
ty, and declaring that in the press
and in the pulpit he has done bis ut-
most to oppose and denounce it. In
reply, the Univers, relying, as it has
doubtless good reasen to do, on the
credulity of its crdinary readers, re-
affi-ms that the leag:e exists, and then
proceeds (o make fresh attacks on the
Protestant pastors of Paris and of tue
provinces, and, amongst others, on M.
vE Pressesse, who ‘believes neither in
the Bible nor in ‘Jesvs Cunisr.

In this country such a style of cal
umny and vilification might be pass-
ed by in contemptous silence, as likely
to recoil on the heads of those who
make use of ii, and as cerlain to exer-
cise no very great influence. In
France, however, it is ubsolutely nee
essary for Protestants .o vindicate
their position, and deny such false
accausations, for the power of Rome is,
it is to be fcared, in the ascendant,
and should Hexnt V. come to the
throne, 1s likely to be even more o,
and in some districts where Protes-
tants are beginning {o enter upon
echemes of evangelisation they find
that their proceedings are louked
upon with suspicion, and the tracts
which they distribute are scrutinised
with a very jealous care.

Joux Kxox.

March 16th 1872.

-—

Personals,

Bolivar was a druggist.

Mahoment Ali was a barber.

Virgil was the son of a potier.

Milton was the son of a scavenger.

Horace was the son of a shopkeep-
er. _

Demosthene; was the son oi a cot-
ler.

- -
A man shall carry a bucket of water
on his head and be very tired with
the burden, but that same man when
he dives into the sea shall Lave a
thousand backets on bhis head withoat
perceiving their weight, because he is
in the element and it enlirely sar-
rounds him. The daties of bLoliness
are very irksome to men who are not
in the element of holiness; but when
once those men wre cast iuto the ele-
ment of grace, then they bear ten
times more and feel vo weigai, but
ure refrcsued thereby with joy un-
speakable.— Rev, ¢ I1. Spurgecn.

Original Story,
MARY GAY;

IN AND OUT OF THE DEPTHS.

BY
MINISTER.

—— s

CHAPTER V.

___.O._-—

A

——"thou hast done thy brave work well;

And the tradegy euncled on thet memorable duay

Lives tous In all its horror, preachiog to our hearts
for agen.”

Q0 ——

Let us pause for a short time, to
view the revival, in its progress and
icfluence. When Mr. Gay stood in
the vestibule of the Methodist charch,
the pight of the meeting at the Rec-
tory, and quietly listened to the pray-
ers and praises going up from within
its holy walls, he could not resist the
couviction it was a work of the Spirit.
He could not oppose it, either in the
meeting of the vestry, or his heart, so
strong were his convictions that, to do
80, wouid be to fight azaiust God; bnt
he is changed now.

The legions of hell were beseiged in
their last fortificativns, whether they
had been driven in utter route and
confasion, and the sons of Zion in-
vesting thewm, their fortress was al-
ready quaking at the sonnd of Israel’s
trampets, when lo! the victory is par-
tially wrested from their grasp.—
Satan’s wiles were eoffectual where
force could nnt succeed. A passage
way into the very heart of the church-
e’s camp was discovered by their en-
emy, and, while they wore pressing
the batile in one direction, Satan un-
expectedly fell upon them in another,
seizad their cam),made wany of them
prisoners, and set ihe others, in the
confusion which ensued, to killing
each oiher, till he conld draw off his
forces with eredit to himself. See how
this was done.

Mr. Sanford snd Lis friends were
out of humor over the success of the
Mathodists, for some had bLeen econ-
veried, and were likely to join the
Methodist Church, on whom they had
confidently counted as candilates for
confirmation a! the Bishop's next vis-
itation. Hard speeches were made,
evil reports were cirealated, and, it
was generally published, that M,
Sanford wonld preach the next San-
day on Apestolic succession, at which
time he would show that the Metbo-
dist minis'ry was not a valid one, and
that the church was but a secism.—
IRlumors, dercgatory to the character of
Mr. Wrightwell, were indastrious!ly cir-
culated amonz a!l whom they thought
they could influnence. One man, him
self a vagnbond, was sare he had seen
him traveling with a circus in Geor-
gia; another had seen a man just like
him {ried for forgery out West; even
Mr. Gay, who bad been very gnarded
in the beginning, now gave his voice
against him, and a Ramseller, who
was being injured pecaniarily by the
revivaly, took up the ery and hired
others to join him, Herod and Pilate
were friends ngain. When the two
forces were united, they made a tol-
erable one in reapect to numbers;
and the moral complexion of the army
was such, if there was work to be
dine, a charchman could not stretch
his conscience far enough to do, he
was at no loss {) find some one ready
to serve him.

But the revival inflaence had grown
too strong o be succes:fully resisted
by such means. Old and young were
nightly crowdwg the charch’s altar
for prayers and iustruction, and from
every cluss of sociely, witnesses for
Jesus were raised np, who had in
them a foretaste of the happiness to
be universally cnjoyed when God's
‘righteousness shall caver the earth as
the watera do the sea.’

Mary, poor Llary, is there in spirit,
if not in body. I'ar away in the soli-
tode of her chamber she pours oat
her complaint to God, with no friend-
ly voice to soothe her sorrows, no lov-
ing tongue to cing Zion's songs of
penitence and faith, to inspire her.—
Alone she struggles with the demon
of despair; believing, yet unbelieving;
hoping, yet fearing.

O, Father in heaven, ‘is thy mercy
clean gone forever!" if not, look on
this lonely and afil’cted child. Thon
knowest her suorrows; pity and relieve
thew, for, oat of the depths she crieth
unto thee!

Could she but fall at the altar of
God, where so many Lave found the
blessing which nie seeks, and receive
instruction fro u thuse who by expe-
rience are ‘wis: uuic salvation’, what
a velief it wou'd ufford Ler! bat it
canoot be. Hue musé puss alone
through this nicht ot darkness, and
gtorm of feslin;. der father has be-
come s0 decided in his opposition,
the lasi 1ay of hupe that he will cver

relent, bas fud-d away in her heart,
He has seen Lor histress, heard her

plea for a counsclor of her own choos

ing, and, after partly promising, bhas
peremplorily refused to grant ber re-
quest. In this situation, she was
shat up to the unecessity of fullowing
the plan already devised; meet Mr.
Wrightwell without Ler father's knowl-
edge, or consenl. She would have
given the world, had she possessed it,
to bave been frecd from this necessity;
for, though she had turned her twen-
tyeth year, she hud never willfully dis

obeyed on¢ of his commands. Dat
now the die cast, She Lad
launched ber btk on a rough sea
and its prow must be kept steudily to

ward the only port which promised
safety. She knusaled onee more and
offered a fervent prayer to Heaven for
gnidsnee and sapport,then, lnid down,
to await the uefsldings of to-morrow,
with a heart chustened aud sabdued,
bat still nosavel.

Minuic approuched Me. Wrightwell
as soon a8 the scrvice closed thot
night, and, wi.h a look strongly iudi-
cative of ber mission, placed a noe in
bis haud, a: the same time telling him
in a subdued tons, not to read it till
he was al home, aud to be sure to at-
tond to the business to which it ealled
his attention. 1llo opened tho nole,
immediately on reaching howms, snd
read as follows:

Rev. 5. WacnrweLe:

Dear Siry—Mary requested we to
see you, and arrange for an interview
with you, at our house, to-morrow
evening, af, or between, fowr and five
o'clock

Please kecp this sceret; the Lat-
ter to do whicl, 1 shall request yon

wns

to burn this note afier reading i'.
Dou’t fail to come. Mary is in gront
distress.

Rospectfuily,

Mixxi,

So, then, he is implaeable, and Las
laid on his child the necessity of dis-
obeying him, said the minister, as he
held the note over his lamp to destroy
it. This may draw on me still wore
of his wrath, but I mnst do my duty,
—if I can be an iostrument in saving
her I sball be amply compensated.—
Christ commends we to go ¢ every
| erélture, and I should fail in wy duty,
did I not go to ibis one who is seck-
ing reconcilliation with God,

The preliminarics for the mecting
had now all been arranged, sud, both
Mary and the minister. awaited with
anxiety the coming of the time which
should bring them together. At lust
it came, and both wonded their way
to the appointed jlace, from opposite
directions. Mury reachied Mr. Atm-
strong’s a little ubead of Mr. Wriglht-
well, and was closeted with
when he was announced,
breaking off thewr conver=ation, Miu-
pie bid Ler friexd to remain, and she
wonld go down, aud invite Lim up
stairs, and bring her moller with

ly took {ime to salute Mr. Wright-
well, and endquire after his healtis, be
fore inviting him to Ler room, ‘to sce
a li‘tle bird she had caged up thers.'

He arvse to follow lier at vuce, say- |

ing; ‘I hope the litte bird may be
loosed from its prison, and its tongue
be turned wo joyful notes of praise fo
its Deliverer.'

Mrs. Armstrong joined them in the
passage and 1be Lbree went up to-
gether,

Mary's heart beat quick, and the
feverish blood ru Ling through Ler
veins, flashed Ler cheeks with a erim-
gon huz, as the wminister entered the
room, for, she Lud not thought till

position, in which she had plac:d
Lim—the risk of persounal violence Le
was runping for hoer sake; but, not-

ceived bim cordially, and after wulln-
ding to the fact that she met him

without her father’s consent, she sard:
‘I would not have asked for the favor
of an interview, if 1 bad once thought

of the unpleasant, and it may be,

placed you.
incounsiderateness.’

ready, at any 1isk, (o render Ler uny

prehend no daunger at all. ‘Open
your mind to we fally, and in the
freedom of coufidence, that 1 may
know your spiritual state,” said he, ‘I
can coungel you iuore intelligently
than I could witbout such knowl-
edge.’

Mary acknowledged, with gratelul

appreciation, the interest be felt in

plainly as she could. ller sia ement
revealed the fact that, she was not o
muca Ul:-pl‘i.'&ﬂt.‘d b.}' the condemnation

| of the Divine law as she bad been, bat

was still in doubt snd uneertiin of
ber acc ptance with Goed. Ope mo-
went ber sky would brighten and a
ray of hope enter ber heart; the next
clouds would drift ascroes Ler sky and
darkness fiil Ler scul again, She had
rend ber Bible eusuzh to see the

privilege of w chald <f God was far|

higher than this, bat bow to obtairn it

Minnie |
Iarriedly i

them. Eotering the parlor, she bave- |

then, of the delicate, and d:ulgu‘uuhl

withstanding Ler excitement, she re-|

dangerous situation, in which I have
I brg you to pardon 1y

Mr. Wrightwell assured her he was

service he could perform, but as their
interview was so private, be counld up-

Ler case, aud s.ated Ler coudition as

she did not know. ‘I have wepl aud

prayod, snid she, bat it scems I am as
fur from attaining the solid pence,
which must be given with the cone
sciousness of pardoned sins, as when
[ Legun to seek it

A mournful shude passed over Lor
face, and a deep heaved sigh  accom.
panied it, which showed the intensity
of ber emotion, an 1, that sho was ut
imes on the very boundaries of des-
pair.  Her last remaark was as a win-
dow set in her soul, and, throug h
this, the minister saw the chord with
which Satan beld ber boand in dark.
vess wud misery.  She had overlooked
the simple act of faithin a erucificd
Redecmer for her justification, and,
bad bke thonsands of others, been

vaiuly endeavoiing to  oblain  (he
peace sho desired by other osan ®y
and Mr. Wrightwell dirceted Lor at-

teniion to that fact.

Our salvation is by fuith, not w orks,
‘By grace are ye saved, through fanth,
wadd that not of yourselves, it is the
vil* of God; not of works lest wuy
tmun shonld boast.'  Wo Lhave ne
werit we can plead, but Christ's.  If
we ecald do anythiog to wmerit (ke
Divine favor, then, onr sals ation
wonld be of works, not grace. wu.
Chirist’s atonement conld lr:‘:: t :u:q;--f
As it is, we are helpless, dying: s
God bids us look on Jesus erucifiod
for us, Lelieving that Lis blood stones
for us, nud instartly spiritual life and
dealth i+ imparted to us, just ow
patural health was given to the 1s-
raclite dyivg from the rerpent’s bite,
when with covfidence in the promise
of G, he looked on the brazon ser-
peni and was eured,  CBelieve on the
| Lurd Jesus Christ aod thou shaly be
saved. Justified have
throngh our Lord
The « awning of a bet-
ter duy than she had seen was breake
ing upon her. Me. Wrishtwell dis-
covered the grey strenks which belted
the horizon of her soul and  heralded
the risic g of the Sun of Righteous-
ness, aod be continuwed: *With the
besrt mnn bolieveth anto righi cons-
ness.”

‘Being we
[ pace with Guod

Jeaus Chnist,'

What is it to believe with the
henrt, bal to believe treely, aud fully,
wk yon, if
you belicve a person lo be a good
man whose piety yon eannot doubt,
jurd you answer, With all my heart, 1
What do you sean Ly
such n mode of expression ?

Wiy, that yoa have
e subjeet.

E TR I!liu;.: is traes 1 Vol

| believe it.

’!h Well, if you will apply
lthih vhmple illastration, aud wudoubt-
tugly Lelieve that Christ is your per-
soual Savieur—that Le
you—you shall huve
which yon seck,

not o doul t oo

HBUW  Huves

the peace for

‘Belivve in bl wln i kliew

Wbl I
Al =ure as he hath albeild,
‘\_\. e dod s Jrond, thy soul is wee,

At thow ark Justitied,”

1w such o viuner !

*And Christ is sech a Saviour
‘i 1 Lad sined as 1

| bve aguiast God 1 coutd not l]‘lj'l_‘

tgniusl uan
| tor Jorgivenoess,'

1 *Yoa must nol colwpmie Lo Lwo.
lliu‘l says: *As the heaveus are Lighor
ubuve the earth,

Litrhor
ngaer

50 Wre ay waye
and  wy

Cast

thau yonr ways,
thouglis, than your thouglts.’
yourself upon his merey,

A suule played on her fice, Leuuti-
ful us a sumwwer san, when the clouds
bhave passed away. Sae believed and
entered into the rest of fail.

(2o b Conlinued. )

- - -

A llm‘:f bt uul.
Fickd,

Hoepeliss

The Rev. Leonard W. Kip, of the
Reformed (Duateh)  Church,
Clina, says:

‘In spite of obstucles, tho Lord lins
planted his chureh in Chine, No
doubt China is the hardest wission iy
{ field in tiae worlll The nativnal prde

| A llllJ.)"

| of the —eople, and their coute tpt woed

suspicion of everyibing  [orcign, the
appurent abscuce of all spicitual feel
ing, nud the utter moral debasewent,
the fear on the part of the lilerate

thaut the spread of oar wiid

religion
lu\vlli;l’uw the docirines of their re-
| vered Coulucius, tho
[ traftic, nod the reproach it brings on
Cunstinn  natious—Lhese and other

caures, in homan eyes, wake the case

dreadlal opinm

almost desperate.

‘Yot the guspel is  spreading. Iuo
Awoy sre four orguized churches,
two of whickh fully support their owu
pative pasturs, nud the membersbip
in this region is about 1,200; s that,
amid many discourugiug things, we
work n hope.  We were greatly pers
plesed und disappoiated that your up-
proprialicn 0 OUr ILisslO0 Was 50
small. Dat as we could not stop vur
privting witkout loss, we bave car-
tied it ou slowly, hoping ycu would
1 ww iustracied
by the missivu o usk fura grant of
3400 for the current year. Trasuuy
wigt we shall see greal things douc
fur Jesas, aud Wsking your prayers
| fer Chiga, I am yours.”

Will game lover of sanly .
Q00 OUU s0.dis Of Cliiut —seu Ll dad
$400 15 prad w Mo disposal  of Lue So-
ciely, that the beloved miszionar
may not ugain be diszppointed -

weot the Cipeuse.
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