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NEWBERN, NORTH CAROLINA, DEC.. I5.

1856

" THE UNION.

?HOMAS RICHARDSON,

: EDITOR.

~ J. H MUSE,
-PUBLISHR & PROPRIETOR.

: | - - Mon.
Vnion will be published cvery
dgThnf @2 per annum, INVARIABLY in ad-
Y;;lce. ce 6 doors abcg've the Post Office.

Advertising Rates :

fgare 1 insertion...eeeeiescacsas s $100
3 sq‘t‘mr; inSertionS..cecesceosaces e 150
w3 b teesessraneracs ;;‘ ‘:J;_"oo
1LVE lines constituting » square. .
: Ar?g‘:ggmentl will be made the year or 6 manths

b
teo permanent advertisers, a.ty the LowEST POSSIBLE

4 e JOB PRINTING. &7

jew and extensive assortment of Jom
TrE:.v %talg Eo?:?i as ean be found in the State,) weare
Y to execute
prepated 10 X JoB WORK
atch ; such as handbills, cireu-

i tacss and dis
ok et ST , pamphlets, etc., etc.

lars,cards, blinks, boo

g#& All Communications intended for
insertion in Tar Uxion, must be ‘ACCOm pa~
nied by the writer's name, and directed to
the Editor.

| All°letters on business, must be ad-
Proprietor.
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- Busingss Caxds.

i

"GEORGE ALLEN
— DEALER IN
FANCY & STAPLE

" DRY GCODS
BOOTS, SHOES

POLLOK STREET,

NEWEE RN, N. C.
- W. HAMILTON,

CLCK & WATCH MAKER.

EW-BERNE., N.
FOULD respectfully inform the citizens
' of Newbern, that he has opened aroom
two doors east ofthe Post Office, where he is pre
pared to ecarry on the above businesa in all its
branches: Watches, Clocks and Jewelry neatly
repair¢d at short notice. :
| | g All nork warranted. X3

NEWBERN VARIETY STORE.
. THOMAS W. STYRON,

'I_W'HOL_I\CSALE & RETAILDEALER IN
DRY :  GOODS,
GROCERIES!HARDWARE,
Furniture, &c. Kc.

Bt Frant St

T hree doors East of the A. & N. C.
- Rail Road Depot.

C.S. PRIMROSE,
‘ DEALERIN
Staple and Fancy

‘:DRWGQODS.
@fe. 30, Lot & rcet,

NEWUOERN, N. J.,

CHARLES C. CLARK,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law,
OfMee on @Poad Street 3 deors below the

COUR HOUSE.
_ ‘' NEWBERN, N. C.

Ji
Commianibn a.x}d

A'-MES EE METTS

Forwarding Merchant
WILMINGTON, N. C.

Angust 30th, 1854

WILLIAM HAY,

House, Sig:1 and Ornamental

PAINTING AND GILBING,

MIDDLE S&TREET, ONE DOCR BFELOW THE POST OFFICE

NEWBERN, N. C.

EART & BRO,'
"MANUFATURER OF

—18—tf r

W

& GAITERS, HATS, &c.

BOARDING & DAY SCHOOL
FOR YOURE LADIES,
Newsers, N, C,, XXIII Skssiox.

WM H. MAYHEW, Principan
ELIZABETH MAYHEW, Tracser oy
FRENCH AND ASSISTANT.
, E.POLK, Tracazr or Music.
Tuition in English, per Session of five
months, (payable during, or pune-

tually at the end of the session, $12.00
Tuition in English, board, washing, light ‘
and fuel, per Session of five months, one
half payablein advance, and the otherdu-
ring or at the end of the Session, 75.00
Instruction im Music, perSession, 20.00

Tuition in Freneh, or the Latin Languags, 6.00
The Session of this School will con;.gnence on

| the 1st day of October next.

The terms for boarding, &e., it will be seen, are
somewhat increased—or rather, the terms are re—
stored to the same as they were formerly. The
continued high priees of provisions, &c, make this
absolutely necessary, in erder te save ourselves
from loss. ,

It is earnestly re¢ommended to those who design
to attend the School, that they commence, if prac-
ticable, at the commencement of the Session.

Parents or guardians who reside in the country,
and who wish to send to this Seheol, will find it
decidedly advantageous to their children or wards,
to place them with the teachers te board, as we
foelpa greater degree of respensibility for, and
more interest in the improvement and the deport-
ment of such young ladies from a distance, as are
placed wnder eur immediate ebarge. Pupils who
enter the Scheel at or near the commencement o
he session, will be charged from the commence-~
ment, to the clese of the sessien. Those entering
when the session is somewhat advanced, will be
charged frem the time of entering to the close of
the sessien, and mo allowance will be made for ab-
semce, exceptin cases of protracted siczness.

Newbern, Augusé 20th, 1856. 40 $m
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THE CLARENDON

TRON WORKS,
WILMINGTON, N. C.

Vanbokkelem, Proprietor.

r 37 HIE subgeriber having purehased the entire
in the “CLARENDON IRON WORKS,” so=
licits orders for

Steam Engines, of any power or style,

Saw Mills of every variety,

Mining Manchinery and Pumps,

Grist and Flour Mills, cemplete,

Parker, Turpentine and other Water Wheels,
Rice field Pumps and Engines,
| Leavitt’s Corn and Cobb Crusher,

Rice T'hrashers,

Shingle Machines, )

Shafting Hangers and Pullies,

Cotton Gins and Gearing,

Iron Castings of all kinds and patterns,

Brass ¢ " o
Locomotive and Tucular Boilers,

Flue and plain Cylinder Boilers,

Blacksmith work of all kinds,

Iron Doors for Houses and Jails!

THE ESTABLISHMENT.

Having been re-osganimed for the capress purpose
ol insuring puactuality of the execution of all or-
de"s the public may rest satisfied thi}t anj work
which may offer will be prompt!y delivered accor-
ding to promise, and of such workrganshlp as'can-
notff ail to give satisfaction.

The Mechanical Deparinent.

Being in charge of men of talents and experience
[ have no hesitation insaying that the work here,
after turned out, shall compare favorably in eve
ry respect with that of the most celebrated in the
States and at prices which will make it to the in-
tercat of all in want to send m  their orders.

REPAIR W ORK.

Always done without delay—and having a large

force for that purpose, it will prove advantageous

to any person needing such to give me the prefer-

ence without regard to expense of sending same

from a distance.

Orders will be addressed to “Clarendon Iron
» Wilmington, N. C.

ronis . - A. H. VANBOKKELEN2 tf

Otober 81st, 18565.
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That delightful and refreshing Ap-
erient

CITRATE OF MAGNESIA.
Forsale by .
F. S. DUFFY.

Newbern.

NOTICE.

To the Debtors and Creditors of

JorN Fresg, de’d.

HE, subseriber having at the June Texm A. D.
1856, of the Court O%Plens and Quarter .S.es
sions of Craven County, taken letters of Adminis-
tration according to law on the Estate of Jomx

Freze, dec'd, hereby gives notice to a1l Creditors of

, Tin, ‘Sheet Irom and Copper ware, -
LA AND DEALER IN

Stves, and Japaned Wares,
CORNER OF BROAD AND MIDDLE STREETS.
. One dc*or South of the Court House,
NEWBERN, N.C

s

(Successor to Bates, Taylor & Co.)
' Manufacturers and Wholesale Dea?_leru in

"CLOTHING,

. Nes. 23 and 25 Dey Street,
| —9 NEW YORK. o—

e

[ e et S am

" JONATHAN ; HATTT
Gglo;c_k 8%.a Watch Maker,

KEEPS aonstantly on hand, an egeellent as-
5‘ sortmert of WATCHES, CLOCKS, and
WELRY. of all kinda. All work done at the

in & workman-like manner.
J. WHALEY

ihe Wateh, Craven sweet, Newbern.
Both, 1853.

portést potice,snd
8i
May

{GOLDSBORO" \

Female College.

tﬂ E next session of this Institution will cé;m-
‘mence on the first Wednesday in Augrst,
§854. !

aumber of young ladies.

For igformation, Catalogue, &e., address he

resident of ﬂ."’ gmulty, Rev. J.

Faly :llg.h.“ﬂi?
‘i-

3 2

| I

H. BRENT.
W. S. ANDRE W
¥

Ample ccommodations are provided for a oy

¢

said Estate, to brin

in their accounts and de-
mands of every kind and denomination duly au-
thenticated within the time limited by law for
that purpose. Otherwise this notice will be plead
in bar of recevery.

—

-a b

LAND SALE
o —AT—
CAROLINA CITY. ]
HE Carolina %+ C‘ompanj propou te

; gell 5, the highest bidder, on Tuesday

‘e 25th day f November next, at City, a limited
number yr eligible Lots in said city, immediately
oA

Beaufort Harbor.

It is hardly necessary to eall the attentien o
he Public to the importance of this sale. The
proposed City is at the terminus of the Railroad
rom Gol sboro’ via Newbern to Beaufort Har-
bor, which is the grand termini of the internal
mprovement system of Nerth .Caulun, and
where a magnificent ecity must rapidly grow up:

The Cjty company only propose to sell a limi-
ted number of Lots, to allow parties who ask at
onece to obtain foothold am opportunity to do 8o ;
another will not probably be given soon, as the
Cempany has no desire to part with any eonside
able amount of the property.

Terms liberal and will be made known u:;:h

PAINTS, OILS, & COLOURS
WINDOW GLASS, PUTTY, &e.
Forsale by |
F. S. DUFFY, Newbern.

.j’ﬁ .
THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.
Fellow- Citizens of the Senate

ent, but also that he shall give information
to them of the state of the Union.

general welfare.
stitutional duty in this respect, the President
does not speak merely to express personal

the government, enabled by his position, and
called upon by his official obligations, to scan

whole, and of every part of the U. States:

in
the wisdom of our institutions, and the pres
dominant spirit of intelltgence and patriotism,
which notwithstanding occasional irregulari-
ties of opinion or action resulting from popu-
lar freedom, has distinguished and character-
ized the people of America.

the present session of Congress, the public
mind has been occupied with the care of se-
lecting, for another constitutional term, the
Presideut and Vice President of the United
States. '

The determination of the persons, who are
of right, er contingently, to preside over the
administration of the government, is, under
our system, committed to the States and the
peeple. Wae appeal to them, by their voice
pronounced in the forms of law, to call whom-
soever they will to the high post of Chief Ma-
gistrate.

the respective States of the Union, and the
members of the House of Repressntatives the
several constituencies of each State, se the
President represents the aggregate populas
tion ot the U, States. Their election of him
is the explicit and solemn act of the sole so»
veveign authority of the Union.

It is impossible to misapprehend the great
principles, which, by thefr recent political
action, the people of the U. States have sanc-
tioned and announced.

They havo asserted the constitutional equal»
ity of each and all of the States of the Union
as States; they have affirmed the constitu-
tional equality of each and all of the citizens
of the United States as citizens, whatever
their religion, wherever their birth, or their
residence ; they Liave maintained tho invio-
lability of the constitutional rights of the
dificrent sections of the Union; and they
have proclaimed their devoted and unaltera.
ble attachment to the Union and to the cen-
stitution, as objects of interest superivr to all
subjects of local or sectional countroversy, as
the safeguard of the rights of all, as the spirit
and the essence of the liberty, peace and
greatness of the Republic.

In doing this, they have, at the same time,
emphatically condemned the idea of ergani-
zing in these U. States mere geographical
parties ; of marshalling in hostile array to-
wards each other the different parts of the
country, Neorth or South, East or West.
Schemes of this nature; fraught with incal-
culable mischief, and which the cdnsiderate
sense of the people has rejected, could have
had countenance in no part of the country,
had they not been disguised by suggestions
plausible in appearance, acting upon an exs
cited state of the public mind, fnduced by
causes temporary in their character and it is
to be hoped transient in their inftuencs.
Perfect liberty of association for political
objects, and the widest scope of discussion,
are the received and ordinary conditions of
government in our country. Our institutions,
framed in the spirit of eonfidence in the in»
telligence and integrity of the people, do not
forbid citizens either individually or associa-
ted together, to attack by writing, speech, or
any other methods short of physical force,
the Coustitution and the very existence of the
Union. Under the shelter of this great lib.
erty, and protected by the laws and usages of
the government they assail, associations have
been formed, in some of the States, of indi~
viduals, who, pretending to seek only to n. o
veut the spread of the institutizn 7 sla:ery
into the present or future i7.hoate States of
the Union, are reall; \pflamed with desire to
Qhﬂﬂge thS domestic institutions of existing
States. To accomplish their oljects, they
dedicate themselves to the odious task of de..
preciating the government organization which
stands in their way, and of calumniating,
with indiseriminate invective, not only the
citizens of particular States, with whose laws
thay find fault, but all others of their fellow
citizens throughout the eountry, who do not
participate with them in their sssaults upon
the Constitution, framed and adopted by otr
fathers, and claimming for the privileges it has
secured, and the blessings tt has conferred,
the steady support and graceful reyerence of
their children. They seek an object which
they well know to be a revolutionary one.—
They are perfectly aware that the change in
the relative eondition of the white and black
races in the slaveholding States, which they
would promote, is beyond thetr lawful au-
thority ; that to them it is a foreign object ;
that it cannot be effected by any peaceful
instrumentality of theirs; that for them, and
the States of which they are citizens, the
only path to its accomplishment is through
burning cities, and ravaged flelds, and slaugh-
tered populations, and all there is most ter
rible in foreign, complicated with civil and

and of the House of Representatives :

The Constitution requires that the Presidert
shall, from time to time, not only recommend
to the consideration of Congress such mea.
sures as he may judge necessary and expedi-

To do
this fully iuvolves expositioc of all mattcrs
in the actual eondition of the couutry, domes-
tic or foreign, which essentially concern the
While performing his con-

convictions, but as the exectitive minister of

with an impartial eye the interests of the

Of the condition of the domestie interests
ot the Union, its agriculture, minez, manu»
factures, navigation and commerce, it is ne=
cessary only to say that the internal prosper-
ity of the country, its continuous and sieady
advancement in wealth and population, and
rivate as well as public well-being, attest

In the brief interval between the termina-
tion of the last and the commencement of

And thus it is that as the senators represent

| they and the officers ot the Stites were the

servile war , and that the first step in the at-
tempt is the forcible disruption of a country
embraeing in its broad bosom a degree of
liberty, and an amount of inlividual public
prosperity, to which there is no parallal in
history, and substituting in its place hostile
governments, driven at once and inevitably
into mutual devastation and fratricidal carn-
age, transforming the now peaceful and feli-
citous brotherhood into a vast permanent
camp of armed men like the rival monarchies
of Europe and Asia. Well knowing that
such, and such only, are the means and con~
sequences of their plans and purposes, they
endeavor to prepare the people of the U. S.
for civil war by doing everything in their
power to deprive the Constitution and the
laws of moral authority, and to undermine
the fabric of the Union by appeals to passion
and saectional prejudice, by indoctrinating its
people with reciprocal hatted, and by educa-
ting them to stand face to face as enemies,
rather than shoulder to shoulder as friends.

_ It is by the agency of such unwarrantable
interference, foreign and domestic, that the
minds of.many, otherwise good citizens have
been so inflamed into the passionate con-
demnation ofthe domestic institutions of the
southern States, as at length to pass insensie
bly to almost equally passionate hostility (o«
wards their fellow-citizens of those States,
and thus finally to fall into temporary fellow-
ship with the avowed and active enemies of
the Constitution. Ardently attached to lib<
erty in the abstract, they do not stop to con-
sider practically how the objects they would
attain can be accomplished, nor to reflect that,
even if the evil weré as great as they deem
it, they have no remedy to apply, and that it
can be only aggravated by their violence and
unconstitutional actien. A question, which
18 one of the most difficult of all the problems
of social institution, political economy and
statesmanship, they treat with unreasoning
intemperance of thought and language. Ex-
tremes beget extremes. Violent attack from
the North finds its inevitable consequencs in
the growth of a spirit of angry defiance at
the South, Thus in the progress of events
we had reached that consummation, whiech
the voice of the peopla has now so pointedly
rebuked of the attempt, of a portion of the
States, by a sectional erganization and move-
ment, to usurp the control of the government
of the U. States.

I confidently believe that the great body
of those who inconsiderately took this fatal
step, are sincerely attached to the Constitu-
tion and the Union. They would, upon de-
liberation, shrink with unaffected horror from
any conscious act of disunion or civil war.—
But they have entered into a path which
lends nowhere unless it be to civil war and
disunion, and which has no other possible
outlet. They have proceeded thus far in
that direction in conscquence of the succes-
sive stages of their progress having consisted
of a series of secondary issues, each of which
professed to be confined within constitutional
‘and peaceful limits, but which attempted in~
directly what few men were willing to do
directly, that is, to act apgressively against
the constitutional rights of nearly one half of
the thirty.one States.

In the long series of acts of indirect ag~
gression, the first was the strenuous agitation,
by citizens of the Northern States, in Cone
gress and out of it, of the question of negro
emancipation in the Southern States.

The second step in this path of evil con-
sisted of acts of the people of the Northern
States, and in several instances, of their gove
arnments, aimed to facilitate the escape of
persons held to sarvice in the Southern Staltes, !
aud to prevent their extradition when res
claimed according to law and in virtue of
express provisions of the Constitution.

or deteat rights, which the Constitution sos
lemnly guarantied. In order to nullify the
then existing act of Congress concerning the
extradition of fugitives from service, laws
were enacted in many States forbidding their
officers, under the severest peualties, to par-
ticipate in the execution of any act of Cons
gress whatever. In this way that system of
harmonious co~operation between the author-
ities of the U. States and of the several States,
for the maintenance of their common institu.
tions which existed in the early years of the
Republic, was destroyed ; conflicts of inrisdic-
tion came to be frequent, and Cohoress found
itself compelled, for the 2upport of the Cons
Stitutio.ﬂ and the ';ind'[%tien of its p,ower, to
authorize {ne appointment of new officers
charged with the execution of its acts, as if

ministers, res pectively,of foreign governments
in a state of mutual hostility rather than the
fellow magistrates of a common country,
peacefglly subsisting under the protection of
one wellsconstituted Union: Thus here;also,
aggression was followed by reaction, and the
attacks upon the Constitution at this point
did but serve to raise up new barriers for ita
defence and security.

The third stage of this unhappy sectional
controversy was in conmexion with the organ.
ization of territorial governments, and the
admission of new States inte the Union.—
When it was proposed to admit the State of
Maine, by separation of territory from that of
Massachusetts, and the BState of Missouri,
formed of a portion of the territory ceded by
France to the U. States, representatives in
Congress objected to the admission of the
latter, unless with cenditions suited to par~
ticular views of public policy. The imposition
of such a condition was successfully resisted.
But, at the same period, the question was
presented of imposing restrictions upon the
residue of the territory ceded by France.—
That question was, for the t.ime,'diqused of
by the adoption of a geographical line of
limitation.

In this connaection it should net be forgot.
ten that France, of her own accord, resolved,

sagacity, to cede Louisiana to the U, States,
and thal accession was accepted by the U.S,,
the latter expressly engaging that ‘the inhab-
itants of the ceded territory shall be incorpo-
tated in the Unicn of the U. States, and ad.-
mitted as:soon as possible, according to the
principles of the Federal Constitution, te the
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages and
unmunities of citizens of the U. States ; and
ia the meantime they shall be maintained
and protected in the free enjoyment of the:
LIBERTY, PROPERTY, and the religion which
they profess’—that is to say, while it remains
1n a territorial cordition, its inhabitants are
maintained and protected in the free enjoyse
went of their liberty aud’ property, with a
right then to pass into the condition of States
on a fuoting ef perfect equality with the ori-
ginal States.

The enactiuent, which established the res
strictive geographical line, was acquiesced in
rather than approved by the Stutes of the
Union. It stood on the statute-book, however,
for a m_xm_ber of yeais ; and the people of the
respeetive States acquiesced in tha re-enacts
ment of the principle as applied to the State
of Texas ;. and it was propesed to ac quiesce
in its further application to the territory ac-
quired by the U. States from Mexico, =~ But
this proposition was successfully resistad bv
the représentatives of the Northern Stateﬁ,
who, regardless of the statute line, insisted
upon applying restriction to the new territory
genetally, whether lying north or south of it,
th_eureby repealing it as a legislative compro-
‘mise, and, on the part of the North, persis.
tently violating the compact, if compact there
was,

Theteupon this enactment ceased to hLave
binding virtue in any sense, whether as res-
pects the North or the South; and so in efs
fect it was treated on the occasion of the ad-
mission of the State of California, and the
organization of the Territories of
Utah and Washington.

_Buch was the state of this juestion, whes
the time arrived for the organization of the
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska. In the
progress of constitutional inquiry and reflec-
tion, it had now at length come to be seen
clearly that Congress does not pessess con-
stitutional power to impose restrictions of
this chardcter upon any present or future
State of the Union, In a long series of de-
cisions, on the fullest argument, and after the
most deliberate consideration, the Supreme
Court of-the U. Blates had finally determined
this point, in every form under which the
question could arise, whether as affecting pub-
lic or private rights—in questions of the pub-
lic domain, of religion, of navigaticn, and of
servitudes

The scveral states of the Union aras, by
force of the constitution, co-equal in demes-
tic legislative power, Congress cannot change
a law of domestic relation in the State of
Maine ; n6 more can it in the State of Mis-
sourl, ARy statute which proposes to do
this is a mere nullity ; it takes awav no right,
it confers none. It remains on the statute
book unrepealed, it remains there only as a
monument of error, and a beacon of warning
to the legislator and the statesman., To re-
peal it will be only to remove imperfection
from the statutes, without affecting, either in
the sense of permission or of prohibition, the
aclion of the states, or of their citizens. .

Still, when the nominal restriction of tbis
nature, already a dead letter in law, was in
terms repealed by the last Congress, in a
clause of the act organizing the Territories of
Kansas and Nebraska, that repeal was made
the occasion of a wide spread and dangerous
agitation.

It was alleged that the original enactment

New Mexico,

being a compact of perpetual moral obligas

To | tion, its repeal coustituted an odious breach
promote this object, legislative enactments | of faith.
and other means were adopted to take away |

An aev of Congress, while it remains uns
repealed, more especially if it be constitution-
ally valid in the judgment of those public
functionaries whose duty it is to pronounce
on that point, is uadeubtedly binding on the
conscience of each good citizen of the Repub-
lic. But in what seuse can it De asscited
that the echactment in question was invested
“}th perpetuity, aud entitled to the respect
of a solemn compact ¥ Between whom was
the compact ¥ No dis'inct contending pow«
ers of thg government, no separate sections
of the Union, treating as such, entered iuto
treaty stipulations on the subject, It was a
mere clausé of an act of Congress, and like
auny otber controverted matter of legislation,
received its final shape, and was passed by
compromis¢ of the couflicting opinions or
sentiments of the members of Congress. Dut
if it had moral authority over men’s conscien-
cies, to whom did this authority attach?—
Not to thoge of the North, who had repeat=
edly refused to coufirm it by extension, and
who had zsalously striven to establish other
and incempatible regulations upon the subs
ject. And if, as it thus appears, the suppo-
sed compact had np obligatory forze as to
ths North, of coarse it could not have had
any as to the South. for all such compacts
must be mutnal and of reciprocal obligas
tion. ;

It has not unfrequently happened that law~
givers, with undue estimation of the value of
the law they gave, or in the view of impart-
ing to its peculiar strength, make it perpet-
ual in terms ; but they cannot thus bind the
conscience, the judgient, and the will of
those who mmay succeed them, invested with
similar responsibilities,and clothed with equal
authority. More careful investigatien may
prove the law to be unsound in principle.—
Experience may rbow it to be imperfeet in
detail and impracticable in execution. And
then, both| reason’ and right combine not
merely to-justify, but to require its repeal.

The constitation, suprenie as it is over all
the departments of the government, legisla—
tive, executive, and judicial, iz open to ae
mendment by its very terms; and Congress
or the Stater may, in their discretion, pros

for counsideratiens of the most farsighted

)

puvse .amendments to 1t, solemn cempacy

though it in truth is between the sovercign
Stale_s pft.'.le Union. Iathe present iusl.auzc,
a political enactmen!, which had ceased to
have legal power or authority of any kind,
was repealed. The position assumed, that
Congress had ne 1oral wight to enact such
repenl, was strange enough, and singularly
o, in view of the fuct that the arguent
came from those who openly refused obedi-
ence to existing laws of the Iind, baving the
same popular designation and quality as coms
promise acts—nay, more, who unequivoeally
disregarded and condemned the most positive
and obiigatory iujunctions of the Constitutien
itself, and sought, Ly every mecans within
their reach, 1o deprive a portion of their fel-
low-citizens of the equal- enjoyment of thoss
rights and  privileges ‘guarantied alike to
all by the fundamental compact of our Union

This argument against the repeal of the
statute line in ques'ion, was accompanied
by another of congenial character, and equal-
ly with the former destitute of fcundation ian
reason and truth, Tt was imputed that the
measure criginated in the conception of ex-
tending the limits of slave labor beyend
those previously assigned to it, and that such
was Ms npatural as well as intended. effect,
and these baseless assamptions were made,
in the northern States, the ground of une
ceasing assault upon constitutional righ*.

The repeal in terins of a statute,which was
already obsolete, and also null for uncoustis
tutionality,could have no influence to obstruct
or to promote the proparation of couflictiug
viaws of political orsocial institution. When
the act organizing the Territories of Kansas
and Nebraska was passed, the inberent effect
upon that portion of the public domain thus
opened to legal settlement, was to admit set-
tlers from all the States of the Union dlike,
each with his convictions, of public prlicy
and private interest, there to foun! in their
discretion, subject to such limitations-as the
Constitution and acts of Congress mig it prea
scribe, new States, hereafter to be adinitted
into the Unien, It was a free ficld, open
alike to all, whether the statute line of assu-
med restriction were repealed or not.  That
repeal did not open to free competition of
the diverse opinions and domestic institutions
a field, which, without such repeal, would
have been closed against thewn ; 1t found that
field of competition already opened, in fuct
and inlaw. Al the repeal did was to relicve
the statuterbock of an objectionable enact-
ment, unconstitutional in eff -ct, and injurious
in terms to a large portion of the States,

Is it the fact, that, in all the unsettled res
gions of the U. States, if emigration Le left
free to -act in this respect for itself, without
legal prohibitions on either side, slaveslabor,
will spontaneously go everywhere, in preferr
ence to free labor? Is it the fact, that the
peculiar doinestie institutions of the southern
States possess relatively so much of vigor,
that, wherescever an-avenue is freely open to
all tho world, they wiil penetrate to the ex«
clusion of those of the northern States 7 I
it the fact, that the former enjoy, corupared
with the latter, such irresistibly superior via
tality, independent of climate, soil, and all
other accidental cirerinstances, as to be ahle
to produce the supposed resalt, in spite of
the assumed moral and natural obstucles to
its accomplishment, and of the more numeras
ous population of the northein States 1

Thke argumeunt of those, who advngate the
enactment of the laws of restriction, and cone °
demn the repeal of ol ones, in effset avers
that their particular views of government
Lave no self-eXNending or selfssustaining pow.

7

| er of their own, and will go howhere unless

forced by act of Congress. And if Cougross
do but pause for a moment i the policy of
stern coercion ; if 1t venture to try the ex-
periment of leaving men to judge forthem-
selves what institutions wiil best suit them,
if itbe n»ot strained up to perpetual legislation
exertion on this point; if Congress proceed
thus to act in the very spirit of 'liberty, it is
at once charged with aiming to extend slave
laber into all the new Teritorics of the U.
States. :

Of course, these imputationsion the intenv
tions of Cengress in this respeéft, couceived
as they were in prejudice, and dissemminated
in passion, are utterly destitute of any justis
fication in the nature of things, and contra.
ry to all tue fundamental doctrines an prina
ciples of civil liberty and self-goveroment.
While therefore, in general, the people of
the northern States have never, 2t any time,
arrogated for the federal government the pow-
er to interfere directly with the domestic cov=
dition of persons in the southern States, but
on the contrary havé disavowed all such in<
tentions, and have shrunk frongy conspicuvus
affiliation with those few who'persue their
fanatical oljects avowedly througa the oo
templated means of revolutiongry change of
the government, and with accéptance of the
necessary consequences—a civil and servile
war—yet many citizens bave suffered them-
selves to be drawn into one evanessent politi-
cal iseue of agitation after another, apper—
{aining to the same et of opinions, and which
subsided as rapidly as they arose, when it
came to ba secen, as it uuniformly did, that
they were incompatible with the compacts
of the Constitution and the existence of the
Union. Thus, when the acts of some of the
States to nullify the existing extradition law
imposed upon Congress the duty of passing a
new one, the country was invited by agitae
tors to enter into party organization for its
repeal ; but that agitationp speedily ceased by
reason of the impracticability of ita object.—
So, when tbs statute restriction upon the in-
stitutions of pew States, by a geographical
line, bad been repealed, the country was urs
ged to demand its restorstion, and that pros
ject also died almost with its birth. Thea
fullowed the cry of alsrm from the north a~
gainst imputed southern encroachment; which
cry sprang in reality from the spirit of revo.
lutionary attack on the domestic institutions
of the South, and, after a troubled existence
of afew months, has beem rebuked by the

jvoice of a patriotic people.
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