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ADDRESS OF THE DEMOCRATIC
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

— —

To the People of North Caralina:

- Theé Executive Committee of the Demo-
cratie-Conscrvative party of this State
after consnltation araong themselves and
with many friends {rom “diiferent parts of
the State, familiar vut,h publie sentiment
have deemed it necessary and proper that
the Central Exeentive Committee shall
sddress the people in 1 fercnee to various
topies of pablic intercsy, and particularly
gonstitutional reform in this State,

Aen Committee, therefore, feel espeec-
ially.@alled upon 'md l.htructed to submit
to the people suclh views, snd to

el meanives of reforn, sid relief asin
their Jm]r* ment are calon ated to pror. ote
coneert  of action aud the peneral well
of the Ftate,

The vesult of the cleets
last, although adversve to
vention of the people
a8 an exprossion of popiinr ap

ey -
wmany of the leading provision: o=
sent State constitution; forall parties,
scarcely any dissent rec m\m?vJ and ¢
ceded the paramount necessity for n echange
in the organic law in scveral material par-
ticulars. :

Nor ean the result of that election be
;r.-«.rg-f_'rl}' claimed as a party suceess or de-
feat.  The iwsne smbmitted and passed

ipon was not a party issue, althongh great

- offorts were made by interested persons
ro make it snech—nor was it so regarded or
treated by thousands of democrats and
conservatives who voted against ‘‘conven-
tion.” That election turned on eollateral
and imematerial issues, most of them sug-
gested and passed npon publie attention
by the great body nl} the office-holders of
the State, who appreliended that a con-
vention, if called, would turn them out of
office. The office holders of the State gen-
erally opposed the call; they freely used
money and other appliances to defeat it.
The colored people were made falsely to
beheve that a econvention would deprive
them of their freedom, or greatly abridge
their politieal rights. Thousands yoted
against the call because they feared armed
interference of the anthorities of the fed-
eral government and another war—other
thonsands vpted against it, because they
app uhmsdvll gome unflwndlv interference
with the present homestead provision,
while some believed the eall as made was
without the sanction of the constitution
and revolutionary; so that, we repeat, the
election turned, not in favor of, or aguinst
any political party, nor upon the keal mer-
its of the issue snbmitted to the people,
but upon many collateral considerations,

The majority against the proposed call
for a convention though comparatively

.meagre, settles adversely the proposition
to amend the constitution by a convention
of the people, however proper and desira-
ble that method of amendment may be.
1t settles it, because the radical members
of the Legislature, at the behest of their
party, unanimously refused to vote for the
call of a convention of the people by the
Legislature. Such a call cannot be made
without the votes of at least a few of them
and they and their party thus assume the
grave responsibility of preventing the peo-
ple from amending and reforming their
organic law.

The only remaining method of amend-
ing the constitution is by legislative enact-
ment. Although the constitution operates
oppressively in many respects, and some
of 1t3 provisions preclude all hope of gen-
eral prosperity while they continue in
force, yet it is manifestly the duty of every
good citlzen to seek relief from such evils
hv the le gislative mode however slow and
unsatisfactory in the present emergency,
it may be. We venture to hope that the
mwembers of the Legislatnre will, when
they assemble, at onee agree upon this
plan of relief, and we .-'---.~.; ectiully suggest
that, in the meantinue, thé people give
prnmpt and free expi ~.~1un of their wishes
s 10 suel amendimn: ey desire, so
thiat the o muy be, in reference
to o m:-»-‘l.a.u[lu al reform

That the material indaustrial and educa-
tional interest of the Htate are in a calam-
itous condition is manifest to the common-
est observer. There is now a direfal in-
cubus upon the Stawe deader ns ﬂu
t‘lll‘l‘"it s {*f '[;1(“ peojpie and (Ao .'.“\‘\"\ al
reasonabie I)Olm of fnture prosperiiy.-
Every man n.‘s the .l1 stressing’ that
he labors and toils

These evils -are oL v 0 (00
industry and persisten
of the people. Liver siu
they have worked assidiously, and
ands have labored who never  labored
fore: 'I'hey have lived economiecally.
soil has ﬂ'euorlll} yichled good crops and
and fair prices have n - realized for
them, But thelr cornings y 9—
Wlere arve they ? elr des L2
are not restored, waste places are
pot bailt ap,  The greater number of the
town=s and villages are as decayed as at
the close of the war; many of them are in
g worse coudition, The destroyed manu-
factories, with but few execeptions, have
not been rebuilt,
are the earnings ol our impoverished peo-
ple ¢ They are swaliowed up in oppres-
sive taxation, to auppmt a system of State
povernment essenfialiy expensive, and a
Iladical extravagance mt} out a parallel in
the history of a frco people.

Liuring the first 1\\'u years under the

resent constitution $1,807,580 were col-
Foctud from the people; and every dollar
of this vast sum was expended in the ad-
ministration of the State government—an
average of over §200,000 a year !'—about
ten times what it cost to administer the
government before the war! There be-
longed to the School Fund, derived from
the fand Senp douated by the United
Siates, the sum 2,000, This sum

Vi |:l\'t‘!~h".‘. mo ;tl_y - ypecial tax bonds,
&, ?1‘, ‘ 1§37 { 11 B 1l| F

Hese n mnr,uuu-; evils are the ]e aifimate
[]_ntt = Df tn‘ \n’rli\ll]‘_"s of the 111 con-
stitntion and radical misrule uuder zt. Lhe
present organization fastens on the peo-
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An-;l where, we repeat,
L]

plera system of govertment em:haﬂy
{ extravagant—the township alone

making necessary about three thousand
officers at an annual ecxpense of from
$300,000 to $400,000. It establishes a
pubhc debt amonnting to $40,000,000 half
of which is cunfesag«ll)
duleat, and which
to pay.

nder this orgamc law the people are
subjected to an intol le misrale at the
hands of the radical By meauns of
notorious fraud, forceand the sword, that

e people are whable

tlon t]fmt framed the present constitution,

and like control of thefirst legislature that

assembled under itpmund although the

'peoplr- were impoverished, this mdlca,l cons
AL leg.aalatum- peres

000 in Ie%s tnan elght.een mrmths Of this
500,000,000, less than $500,000 have Tgone
into the pnbhc works or to the ' benefit of |
the people.
covernor who absolutely mmpoudo »d the
mstitution and laws of t;i State; he ur-

‘n.(d scores of innocent citizens without

warrant or any Qlllf;'.l()l'ii._\'-ltf law; Le sus-
B ided the writ of habeas corpus and
desied the Chief Justice of the State, he
' made his warrantifrom time to time on the
I'reasurer for large sums of money with-
out the sanction of law; he 1';Li~a:';1 a aw-
loss ﬂ.li.l}. mercenary horde of d« DEYILLOES
and arnned them atthe publie expense to
execute his despotje will., Tias party
e¢lected to the State convenition and vlie
Fth ”'i-‘l asure scores of men notforious for
their ignorance, licentiousness, dishounesty
aind eorruption, who at’ lhv behests of
their party and knavish speculators in-
creased the public debt to the enormous
sum already stated. This party degraded
and disgraced the Judiciary bs elec tmg to
high judicial stations men shamefully ig-
norant and corrupt, and others who have
not serupled to manifest the most blatant
partizan feelings while holding their of-
fices. This party has ruined “the eredit
of the btate—they have blasted the hopes
and prosperity of the people in the most
shameless tmdy defiant manner—they have
made every department of the government
a by-word and a reproach. To establish
the truth of these charges we need but
point to thehistory of the State forthe last
three years and appeal to the observation
of every intelligent citizen. .

The constitution and this party, with a
radical, reckless and extravagant adminis-
tration of the Federal Government, make
up the manifest canses of t'l:(* suffe 11-10"4
poverty and ruin that crnsh the people of
the State. The radical party have brought
as all these evils, and there is no relief for
them but threngh salntary changes of the
constitution,

wulers for othets who shall be eapable, hpn-
8t, wise and patriotie,

The present constitution is loose, illdgi-
cal, contradictory and absurd in many of
its provisions, and it were well if it conld
be entirely re-written; but this is not pﬂac—
tical by the leglslatwe mode of amendment.
Action will be expedited by amending if in
a few very important purtlculnrs for the
present, and leaving general amendments
to a future time.

In the judgment of the Executive Com-
mittee, the constitution should at once be
amended in the following particulars:

Section 6 of Article 1 should be so
amended as to strike out all thereof that
provides the inviolability of the public
delbt,

Section 2 of Article shonld be so
amended as to provide that the Legisla-
ture shall meet regularly every two years,
instead of every year, and it shonld be
provided that thv members of the Legisla-
ture shall receive but $3.00 per day and 10
cents mileage, and such pay for no Jonger
a period than 100 days during their term
of oflice.

The oifice of Superintendent of Publie
Works should be abolished.

Article 3, Seetion 1, should be so amend-
ed as the Governor and other officers
therein mentioned shall Lold the offices
but fwo years, instead of four years,as now
provided,

Seection 10 of Article 3 should be so
amended as to provide' that the Govern-
or shall nominate the officers therein men-
tioned, by and with the advise and cou-
sent of the Senate unless otherwise provid-
ed by law.

Article 4 should -be so amended as to
strike out sections 2 and 3, thus abolish-
ing the Code Commission.

Soetion 4 of this article should be strick-

n out, leaving the .f.-o,r;?é'.htture to regulate
thie namber and style of Courts, Instead
ive Supreme € 0 irt. fndff(,«-, as oW pro-
vided, there should be but 1]11(‘( 'Dipn me
Conrt, and eight ¢ uln rior Court Judges,
and twelve Superior Court Judges, who
shall be (’1"('1'01{ every -eight years. Bec-
tions 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 26
2., 28, 31, and 33 of Article 4 should be

wrovided that the judicial powers of [the

tate shall be vesie l 1n one .‘-1 ‘i'“ ne Cdonrt
m1 in such Superior L.c mirts and inferior
Courts as the General Asse L.lhi:,' may es-
tablish, ’

Section 4 of Article 5 should be s L:L“z;--u
ont, thus striking out the mortgage provi-
gion on all the property of the ‘~t1te for
the interest of the publie débt.

Section 6 of Article 5, should bu 80
amended as to enlarge the class of exemp-
tions 50 as to include “‘stock and provi-
sions.’

Article 6, Section 5, should be so amend-
ed as to pro*nde that t ersons therein
rendered melhglhle for shall likewise
be rend t to vo '

Artlcle be abolish eIBOPt
Sectlon us sweepmg away the Zown-
ship systcm and leaving the matter to the
Legislature.

Article 10 should be so amended as to
provide that the Homestead provisions
should apply to all debts alike, and it
shonld be in fee—that is absolute.

Artiele 11, Section 10, should be so
amended as to provide that it Lengfits
shall extend only to indigent persons. |

Article 14, Section 6, should be soamend-
ed as to pr ovide that no person shall hold
any lucrative office under this State while
Lie holds an office under the United States,
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¥y dishonest and frau-.

party had absolute eontrol of the conven- |

This party plaeed in office al

and a change of our present |
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yeender bitter feelings mnou,q: their oppo- |
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| which brii m-«u;tu aetive gervice in thr in-
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Section 5%of Article 3 should be so/
amended as to abolish the provision for‘
taking a census of the State in 1875, an@l |
every ten years thereafter. ' l

We would suggest as 1 further amend-
ment, that sec. 5 of art, 9, be s0 amendod
as to prowde that the Umvnr«; tv shall be
under the controlof the General Assembiy.|
who shdll eleet a board ‘ef trustees, of |
which the Governor shall be u-r)_y‘uw-
chairman, and sections 13 and 14 of that
artiele should be stricken ont. - e

Other amendments ought to be made;
but thosé suggested, would relieve the peo- |
ple from the burdensome and extravagant |
State government thay now swallows up:
their earnings, and fastens upon tlrorm a:

State debt which they caunot pay, hit Ofif
b= | which they mpay ensily al

afdjust the honest nit;rm, as will Tednc ei
it ch n mangzeable mits,

We deem it wo ;'-1 white to ice
address, t]. X7 '\\lr revd and itt: 0
111¢ v IEdEp1l

in thig |
stod per-
SOLS—1T1 ii‘;t :ina i. radical
i =1thmm in and onl of t}

lnt

(8 Hta
.-f;i'x;.:i. 10}
Luse Illl!)].l gsion l“ & the De 11\“.!.(
servative party have and (o €«
and eucourage the perpetration of crime
and outr: 1ge, To this detestable end th: _\,
have, wherever they could, humhh ted
press, legislative and juc dicial proce edings,
and  resorted to every means within their
power. Such imputation is not only
coroundless, false and scandaleous but infa-
mons to the last degree, and betrays
of wickeiness, we venture to as -,
without a pakallel in political war- |
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The party which
ways and persistently
by whomsoever and has ye-:

eatedly gone out of the usmal political
course to denounce it and urge upon the |
people the high importance of peace and
good order, and the duty of every good
citizen t#be active and zealous in brmgma '
offenders to justice.

The course pursiied by thé unworthy
persons to Whom we refer is deeply to be
deplored by all gcod men of every political
party. It is met omnly ignoble, but tends
to destroy the moral and Jegitimate effect
of the voice of the press, legislative action
and judicial determination, for the sup-
pression of erime—their constant effort is
to turn such matters to political advant-
age by giving them a politieal turn, and
thus fhey produce the almost inevitable
eonviction on the minds of disinterested
observers that the purpose of the press,
the chi.»alatm'e and Courts, is not to sup-
press erime and outrage, but to manufac-
ture political eapital and edvantage from
the very erimes of offenders, and thus en- |

W T FHE :'-.1-
|
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whudimnaned (.lﬂililel

P et x'il.'.')l.l,

nents, destroy contidence in the Courts
and ‘mlng them into disgrace and con-

We again urge our friends set their
faces against \mleuve and 11“18h néss . of
all kinds, and to be especially active in
prewentmg secret outrage by disguised
persous.

It is to be regretted that the people of
this State have failed to take any very
active interest in mational poilitics since
the close of the late war. In our judg-
ment this is unwise. Our people are .of
the Union—it is our gorernment and to it
we must look, as we have the right, for
support and protection in our rights of
life, liberty ard property, at home and
abroad—we owe it allegiance and sup-
port, and it is a patriotic duty to yield
these—it is as much onr dnty to join our|
fellow-sountrymen inshaping and con- |
trolling the policy and .destiny of this |
great common national guvelnment We
have all the rights that any of the Ameri-
can people 111\0 and we are false to the |
country and to ourselves if we fail to
cognize, exercise and pet upon {
The peopie bhava rights : log
them firiely and respeeti
necd be, gssert them as
eriean citizens In the courn i'
tion, in p: .l ticai assemblage
where. If we eonsent to 1“" dwarfed and
ignored unrim;mli_v, then indeed, we may |
expect to ba for all time to come, !

Our eommon conntry is subject togriev-
ous evils to which the this ad- |
dress wil allow us to ‘1dvért very briefly.

Official corruption ig high and low
places ; public extravag ance ; usurpation |
of are it powe ]‘-\ noi r:?ii srred., but dt‘ll]t (L |
and prohibite onstitution ; '
and upplu-.ne tmi‘ia which foster im- ‘
mense monopolies ; the direct enconrage - |
ment and support of monopolics ; Jpros u-,
tation of official I!Lhu'“l“e to
party ndaney ; 4 system of taxatio
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of |

terests of the party in power, hordes I

Internal Reyenue officers who pl: lande r,
oppress and outrage thr people of the na-
tion, and under which large sums of mon-

, | ey are raised which (_aught to remain in the | ¥

pockets of the people ;a general system
of espionage ; a suspension © liber-
ties ut the pe pu‘ Tlh m the pre-
Ll"\\
fion
free

m’lt

|
~ :__;i.Tr. 17
in expreds violation of the Coustitu-
; armed 11111 tary interference with the
lom of eleetio system of

111 bery and p : voritism 1In
t"'-'r'?'j.‘ 11! ! "I;-'- nt. andtiic a ipastration
of airs government puh-
lic national =w..-, the enorn utv, extent aud |
danger of which can scarcely be me asured |
or appreciated by the pmple subject to,
them. That these evils do exist, is jani-
fest to everybody. The dearest highest; |
interests of a free people .dqw;f\\d tha.t,
they shall not close their eye§ to'svch dan-
gers too long, lest the  time «shall ¢
when they will find ‘their form of govern-
ment chan ed in name as well a8 in faci;,
and their liberties lost.’

" Most if not all these evils are attribut-{
able to the radical or Republican, party of
the nation,—to its  doctrines, ‘policy and:
practices.” Tt is esmhaﬂya party animi,

cal and dangerous to the econstitution and
public and personal liberty. It is found,|
ed upon the dee:_potm dogum*that. there ig
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' and handed down to us by Washington
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‘country from impendiug danger ‘zm-'d
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Om"‘“bm, wtickbt ¥ro30d Ly

—
Premdent does not hesitata :io dend :
tlic army to New Yok and. ¢lsewhere; ab
the North, to this State, Texas and alk, av=;
er the ‘sorzth in vz.platmu of the- lettor and
sSpir tof the constitution, o eenfrolrthe;
elections and prepare the way do-his yandy)
his party’s contimied ascendade ¥y aud ki
oW elaction, Henoce, & 0, \\eimd,h i dow |
L¥kepurposes suspendivr the priviege.of
the writ of fhalbeas coi; ma in Tawtunef &i
arresting the eitizen 'mihg
r laavful Jufu.mty\, bt ouly
: lawless . force. Héneeptoo,n ave
BLis party in Cangress avowedly,) andein) |
biie ost riotons mannev; | passingdaws
»time 1o oust the jonsdidtionuofssti
£ L;_‘u( me Court 04 tha Ul“o-.l \p"—

el Lrohd

®  Aacts “rm("{ :1«%7\[1'1{'& on the .

stitntion, u,.um*-ti.n ional a®*d v
lw“u‘ b ml ndar, law
that Conrt with pax
sulemn deetsion .‘*'f-ﬂul‘ i -'ic, bnt u:ir
--us_'n taw”” pau Ty,
0, hinodreds of ut.la.LJ. 511 Lll.. B ad
-'1-' l ut\ \\L!lLtl Lasy Rale LU.*‘
}H\T ciples, pol ey .uul pr: uthv« which . we |
g .":':'H wi to ‘u and twhieii il not sllpr
SSea, 1n “t result to thie absolute over-
lirow of the system of government formed
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and his tumputlluts That sunch a party
has been allowed to spring. up on  Amerk
can soil is monstrous and alarming !
There is but one other groat pohtleal
party in the conntry—that is_the National
Democratic paaty, In our judgement, it
is t i patriotic duty of every lover of lib-
Ler 3111 frec government to co-oper: tte
4 thas orveat and gu“ erful pe utj to av- |,
tremendons evils to which we Liavie |
rted, and which will, . soaner. or later,

IrCéal 'Lis 3

adve

estublishi despotism and the sword.

To aecomplish this great measure of re-
form in our State and. National GU\BI'II-‘
ments we cordially invite the zealous co-
operation of every patriot, without regard
(0 his hitherto party affiliations.: Wi e

tand in determined opposition te th
Srimes and evils to which we have brie
directed public attention, and we ask J
good people to stand with us, trusfiny
that such strong patriotic efforts, throug
the blessing of G‘Od may save us and our
ruin,
Tros: Braag, Chmrman
A: 8. ’\IJ:RRD(OV, -
M Ay BLEDSOE,
R. H. Bgrrue, .,
J. Q. DECARTERET.
!.," M. BUSBEE,
W. R. Cox,

J. J. Lircogrorp.
Central Flrecutive Commitice.

THE ROAD 70 DA THROIT.

J
There is nothing so funn_'y as the naWIY
arrived son of the ‘‘Green Isle of the Sea,’
who is sure he is not going to be done,_
and determined to show the Yankees that
he is a8 sharp as any *‘wan uy ‘em.”  One
of this class stepped into one of the tioket1*
offices in the International Hotel block, at4:
Suspension bridge, the other day, a.ml the ]
following dmlogue ensued:
Pat—Sure is this the road $o Dathrmt 9"
Agent—Yes; send-you riglit throughs
1 u,-‘-shme its the rail road I maue, (m
ne o' thim chatin’ tumplLeB.
Ll‘t--u:ll want fo go b\ the G‘I‘(‘ﬂ.t
“ estern from “Nllﬂﬂ_lnliul 'Brldgb or f.he
Lrl ind Trunk from Buifalo ? :
Pat—Divil a bit! I've no_clothesg forg
a trunk, let alone- thbmuuc) ior u]{e Uuym. 4
uv one.
Agent—Well, yuu want to’ go to Detrmt
and M—?
Pat—Shure 1 do.
Agent -'\\ Thichi ll.k.u. waiil Jat l,lullt.ﬁq
ALY 4
WV L, 1!!.‘“
—NO, %
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U ebir—i .U W Wolil tt Uu..l.uAJ L)gu
b e L5 S ill 11 ﬂ.l.U Wi ly rUL‘f
Luthiu Mick Deolan, wint.
X aent—And what way "was 'a.t"
Pyvt—sure k¢ saidit was @ mii; ht‘) qﬂck
waYy.
Agent—Then you wauti a tickét on ﬁlbl
TEss 1110, .}L\L- me ten dollars, i
Pat—Tin doliars! - What, wud- 1 gnel
y& s tin dollars for? :
4; ent—For yourticket by the pr\ assl
it—Shinre 1(8 'O eXpress l want @t ah-’
ll..q the way o Dathroit. y-legl Y
Jw- n t»~l know that; but thede are: vﬁhirM
“ways' as you' © all "em—Yixpress, Wrygnk
an~1 Central; what line will you take ?
i m rnu;m u)——()n el!
£ (leaning over couutern )—-(Jon.le:'m
gnn-i fe It)\ . what will you take 2o - ;
Pat (vlancing at a big ink bottle tﬂm .
stood on the (t)1111t9r)-—bhnre 'l take
dhrop o’ whiskey, if it’s all the mma& tq,
our honor. i
(This reply elicited -an explomcm{ of
langhter from half a -dozenrother .J:xdkeh
agents who were in thé sameeflies: Ong
uf them thinking bo dor bebter ﬁuok ;Pst n;.
hand.) U i, !
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