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Give the Devil His Due—The Strikers’
Side of the Railroad Controversy.
Diogenes Laertius ascribes to Prota-

goras the wise assertion that “there

are two sides to every question, exact-
ly opposite to each other”. For twen-

_ ty-three hundred years rione has made

. bold to question this obvious truth

than the charity of thought essential
to its application in practice to the
subject-matters of everyday donten-
tion.

Instance the so-called outlaw rail-
road strike. The public says it is an
outrage; the government says 1t. is a
‘crime; organized labor itself says it
is a violation of contract and a breach
of discipline. The “Fighting Quaker”
Attorney General, the Honorable A.
Mitchell Palmer, goes them all one
better. He says it is Bolshevism and
«Red” revolution. Hear him:

“The strike is the largest and latest
manifestation of the working out of
the program of the International Com-

munist Party, whose purpese is to
capture the political and economic-
power, to overthrow the Government
and to establish a dictatorship on the

- part of what they call the proletariat,
and transport to this country the exact
chaotlc condition that exists m Rus-
ala.

True some very able and conserva-
tive organs of public opinion—such
Democratic newspapers as the New
York World and the Baltimore Sun—
belittle the Attorney Genmeral’s jere-
miad as a palpable attempt to boost
his presidential candidacy by magni-
fying the alleged “red” perid and play-’

ing up the widespread suspicions of
the political aims of labor.

If it is politics the Attormey Gener-
al is playing, it must be admitbed that
his game is a shrewd one; provided,
of course, his campaign p pon
the assumption that the nomination
is the ultimate goal and thatThe party
prospect in the election is not to be
taken into account. An
convention, in which the comservative
elements will overwhelmingly pre-
ponderate, is now a practical certain-
ty. The rapidly weakening control of
the President is the only hope left for
anything~like a forward-looking pro-
gramme of domestic policy. The great
danger is that Mr. Wilson will limit
his direction to the treaty issue, leav-

ing the convention to its own devices
on other issues. In that case it may
be expected to take very kindly to
the Palmer flubdub of a “red” peril
as a handy’screen fcn the programme
of reaction.

And this brings me back to my
text, the outlaw strike and the strik-
ers’ side of that question. While the
writer adheres strongly to his position
that strikes in the  railroad gervice
are inadmissible from every point of
view and should be effectually prohib-
ited by law (but only in connection
with laws assuring full justice to the
workers), he is obliged to concede that
it is only a few weeks since Congress,
by the clearest implication, recogniz-
ed the legitimacy of such action. The

only suggesti f illegality in the| i
y suggestion of ‘iliegality | his application to the Local Education-

present strike is founded upon emer-
gency war legislation whose appli-
cability to this situation is none too
well fortified in good morals. / .

With this preliminary statement, I
invite the reader’s attention to the
strikers’ side of the com , as
presented by them. It has convinced
me, and I believe it will convince most
persons of open mind, that, whatso-
ever its mistakes and wrongs, the
strike hds na such character as the
Attorney General aseribes to it. It
is worthy of remark in this connection
that, with the single exception of the
New York Times, the conservative'
press of the great eastern cities ap-
pears to have studiously ignored this
authoritive statement.of the conten-
tion of the strikers, at the same time
that they have given almost unlimited
space to the other side of the contro-
versy. Believing, as this paper does,
in giving the devil his due, we publish
;:he strikers’ statement in full, as fol-
ows:

“At a meeting of the United Rail-
way Workers of America, held at
Grand View Hall, Jersey City, the fol-
lowing statement of the railroad situ-
ation was made:

‘In retiring from work the railroad
men for whom we speak are seeking
to uphold an American standard of
living, We are American citizens. We
are not revolutionists, One thousand
five hundred were soldiers

in the army ‘which fought for Ameri--
can principles against the German au-’

inot grown less. As American citi-

twhﬂn the railroad workers

* | their case to the attention of the Gov-

{improve his education by means of a

-
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armistice our love for America has

zens we are exercising our historic
rights to appeal to our Government
fer the xedresa of intolerable griev-
ances.

“Our wages are inadequate to sup-
port our families. ' These facts are
certified by the statement of the Rail-
road Administration of the Depart-
ment of Labor and of other national,
Governmental bodies. Many classes
of employes are paid from $500 to
$700 less than the least sum at which
Govermental authorities have reckon-
ed that it.is possible for a man to
support his wife_and children at the
minimum of comfort and health,
“Every possible means of remedy-
ing this situation was exhausted be-
fore we individuals stopped work. Last
August our appeal for relief was car-
ried to the President. We were asked
to wait on the assurance that if the
cost of living did not reduce our wages
would be adjusted. The cost of living
rose, but we have neither relief nor

that railroad employes despaired of
obtaining any consideration of their
grievances through their own repre-
sentatives or from the Government.
They hoped that something would
come from the National Industrial
Conference, which met at the call of
the President last October.
“Railroad trainmen all over the toun-
try telegraphed their brotherhood of-
ficials demanding that conmdeﬂti@
be given this situation. Nothing hap-
pened except more delay. Director
General Hines said he was unwilling
to embarrass the railroads by granting
a wage increase during the last
months of the Railroad Administra-
tion. The President upheld Mr. Hines.
Fnally the period of Federal opera-
tion. came to an end.

“The rajiroad companies were guar-
anteed a substantial rate of !etan.

en “ambiguous assurances. Further-
more, the railroads were able to go
directly to the Intestater Commerce
Commission, while the delay in setting
up the Railroad Board left the railway
employes without any possible court
of appeal. These delays led the rail-
way men to despair of obtaining re-
lief. When no other way of bringing

ernment existed, they stopped work.

Board has been appointed, we desire
to avail ourselves of the epportunity
providéd by it for a comsideration of
our grievances in accordance with the
provisions of the Transpertation act.”

Y. M. C. A. EDUCATIONAL SER-
VICE 'OR DEMOBILIZED MEN

Free scholarships, help in choosing
occupations and securing employment,
practical talks andcitizenship courses
are offered to ex-service men by the
Y. M. C. A. Educational Service.
Any ex-servi;e men who desires to

Y. M. C. A. scholarship will submit

al Committee. Each man must have
4n honorable discharge from the ser-
vice. He must be qualified to enter
the course desired, and should have
sufficient ambition and purpose to fin-
ish the course of study he wishes to
undertake.
Scholarships Will be awarded in
grade schools or elementary courses
as well as in commercial, academic,
agricultural and technical courses.
All applications must be in the
hands of the committee on or before
the first day of June. These should
besenttotheChalrman,andxffurth
er mfonﬁtaon is desired write him at]
Hunting Creek, N. C.
_ C.C. WRIGHT, Chm.
C. C. Faw,
W. A, STROUD,
: Committee.
April 20, 120. 3

JOHNSON CONTINUES LEAD IN
 NEBRASKA;BRYAN IS GAINING

Omaha, April 21.—Semator Hiram
Johnson continued in the lead for the
Republican presidential preference as
votes of the Tuesday primary were
slowly received today by newspapers
tabulating the returns. Willian J.
Bryan had gained enough votes in the
day’s count to place him among the
first four candidates for delegates at
large to the San Franc.iaco conven-

tmn. <
Mr. W. F. lllller apent Tuesday in

N .,_,.
i

|HEAVY TOLL “TAKEN BY.

THE WEEK] .

i

death lst which tonight stood at

than' 140 and a property loss of
millions of dollars was the

day swept a score of towns,
and isolated farms in eastern &
'sippi, northwestern Alabama

_t.he assurance of relief. So burdensome | -
and hopeless have been these delays

+—Alabama, April 20.—

“Now that the Railroad Labor]

-.,_-;'
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NADD IN TH'REE
Blrmmgham, All. A\pril

=

DIl
ted by a series of tornadoes w

wil

southern counties of Tenmes
Communication with mtny
stricken districts was di_tl)_
fragmentary reports agreed th
tornadoes swept, down with ‘d
suddenness, obliterating \ evers
that lay in their path. }n at
one case—that of Rose Hilly
practically the entirg town is &
to have been destroyed in-seven
stances all members of a family

reported to have been ,caught‘"
debris of their home. i

".

‘._.- “

Birmingham, Ala., April A
death list of 160, scores ir
much crop “and property ds
the estimated toll today of the 1
do which yesterday afternoon #
thru a score of towns in es '
gissippi, northwestern Alabs
southern Tennessee.
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SCHOOL NOTES

The Rev. Stanford, of Gastonisds
is holding.a revival meeting &
Methodist church, gave a very.
esting talk ih chapel Wedn§
morning. b
The high school pupils are s i
their monthly tests this week, &
Beginning the 24th of April B sl
day session of school will be helge .
Saturday until the end of the ter?

The high school baseball
defeated on its own grounds _
urday by a fast aggregation 1
Ronda, N. C. . : :,;_;.v
Beware! ye pupils who can not pon

tomy, namely, thy mouth, lest ye
some memory work.

GEORGIA VOTE FAVORS
PALMER FOR

.qw,._,...

th o-,h '. o ."
tmsoutoftheﬁﬁhthemtehurd
from at midnight, Attorney A. Mitch-
ell Palmer on unofficial returns had
a lead of 23 county=unit votes over
his next opponent, Thomas E. Wat-
son, and 44 votes over, United States
Serfat8r Hoke Smith in the contest for
the democratic presidential nomina-
tion in Georgia.

. GUARD KILLS PRISONER.

' . Burlington, April 1: —Richard Gil-
bert, a young white prisoner at the
road camp near Elon College, under
the management of the contractors for
the construction of the Bankhead
highway in Alamance county, was shot
and killed while attempting to obtain
his freedom.

The young man and several others
had refused to work, claiming that
they were sick and unable to work,
and that the guards were preparing
to whip them, when young Gilbert ran
from the camp. He was called to halt;
but he halted not, and the guard was
told to fire.

He fired twice over the fleeing manm;
but he would not stop and the guard
took aim and the result was a ball
passed through Gilbert’s head coming
out through his mouth, knockmg out
several teeth.

This prisoner was serving a sen-
tence of two years and half of the
time had gone.

JUSTICE G. H. BROWN DECIDES
TO RETIRE TO PRIVATE LIFE

‘Raleigh, April 17.—After serving
16 years as associate justice of the
supreme court of North Carolina, Jus-
tice George H. Brown, yesterday au-
thorized the statement that he will
not seek re-nomination for another
term, and that with the expiration
of his ‘present term next January, he
will retire to private life. Justice
Brown intimated that he might with-
draw before the end of his term. His
health which has not shown the ex-
pected” improvement since-his illness
with influenza is given as the reason
for his determination mnot to seek
further tenure of the office.

Groap “County Commencements,

The dates for the Group County
Commencements at Ronda has been
fixed for Saturday, May 15th.

For the colored county commence-
‘ment the date has beén ﬂxed for MaY

tocracy, and in the months since ‘the

lrbs _ﬂnmmercml Club, was named

trol the unruly mémber of thy . ’* .'

| Monday to spend some time with her

C two ‘hundred citizens of
tkes, ghe and Alleghany counties,
nd the joint good rodds
etic % Toesday afts Noard
. ‘rank Page, chairman of the
y - Commission,  make
tatement that he felt sure
¢ highway commission would
n their power to aid the west-
rovided the respective coun-
i pledge-themselves to assist

construction work in a com-
anner, but that wherever a
ity. was found the commission
powetless to act.

counties

mentioned- instituted the call of
m lheetmg Mr. Page was ask-
e over the meeting, while
C. Landon, secretary of the

ught up before the meeting

earing of contentions of the
! premt, these contentipns
i}' er the location of a pro-
DRC fmm North Wilkesbore to
: Two routes were outlined,
‘;‘,_;: w,ere present for-
th oratory, more or less, to
ne construction of a state
,?y Mulberry Gap to Laurel-
vhere it would connect with
d road leading from Sparta
Ter They contended that
!'ld would " connect two county

mm Ashe and Western and
lleghany would be delivered,
ymme y speaking,and would then

08 pomtlon to place products on
ath » markets: They further con-
d that eastern Alleghany was
_bytheﬁhnand&lleghany
!eadmg frem Doughton to
that the people of central

r
Wi b

ust dispair. They argued
e rond by Laurelspnnga tu

VaS Q
route. They also argued that thene
there would be only a few miles dif-
ference between this reute and a di-
rect route to Jefferson.

The Ashetonians were present- ga-
lore and attended the meeting for the
one purpose of obtaining a direct road
from this city to Jefferson over the
route of the‘old turnpike or any other
route that might be found to be most
practical and that could be construc-
ted at the minimum cost. They were
no less representated with speakers
possessing oratory than their neigh-
bors, the Alleghanians, (both argued
well.) The Ashetonians contended
that they were tired and weary of
trade relations with the State of Vir-
ginia, that the time had come to
.{Iass when they wanted to trade with

orth Carolina cities and become Tar
Heels in a better sense of the word.
During their expatiation they stated
that only about two miles of the old
turnpike had been washed away by
the freshet of 1916; that from the
top of - the mountain at Glendale
Springs to Jefferson a-road had al-
ready been graded, and by reagom of
these facts the road could be construc-
ted at less cost over this route. As
stated before the Ashetonians came
with the fixed purpose of obtaining
2 direct route from Jeﬂ'erson te North
Wilkesboro. .

Every citizen of each of the three
counties is obviously aware of the
fact that roada.\leadmg from this place
to Jefferson, and to Laurelsprings, arc
badly needed. As chairman Page
stated the state highway commission
is powerless to aid ' in constructing
~oads wherever ‘diversity of opinion is
found. It is indeed time that Ashe
and Alleghany Counties are getting
away from Vlrgtma It behooves the
county road commissions to get to-
gathier and in one united effort place
their appeals before the state high-
wayv commission.
.« The following resolution was offer-
ed'and passed by the assembly: “The
10ad commissions of Ashe, Alleghany
and Wilkes counties request the State
kighway commission to send an im-
partial engineer to make surveys of
all proposed routes with best esti-
mates without going into .the cost of
construction, the survey to cover di-
rect route from North Wilkesboro to
Jefferson and the route by way of
Laurelsprings.”

Mr. Norfleet, also a member of the
State Highway Commission, was pres-
ent at the meetmg

Mrs. J. G. Hackett went to Raleigh

]
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WALI(UT covs IS SCENE OF . 4
A - DESPERATE - namn .

W Alleghany had no|
ontlet at all a.nd were endur- |

democrat, of At-lanta.,

wmm'-sa.lem, April 13.-1-:; Sher-

thews, special deputy, was shét thru
the meck probably fatally wounded;
and two negroes were killed in a fight
between officers and negroesiat Wal-
nut Cove, N.C., 15 miles " fm this
city, this evening.

According to repnrh reeeawd hel.t
the officers attempted to bretk up:a
card game said to have been in prog-
ress in a restaurant operatedby Nick
Hairston, a negro.

When' the officexs entered the res-
taurant the negroes; to the
report received here by the police, be-
gan shooting. Ex-Sheriff Joyce is
said to have been killed immediately
and in addition to the neck wmd
Matthews was badly beaten. A race
riot is thought to be mpend,mg.
While the excitement is intemse 'and
all roads: leading out of Wa.lnut Cove
are closely guarded further trwhh iq
not expected. Matthews is J!ﬁ
pected to live through the night, phy=
sicians say after a. second aﬂ'@mﬂ-
tion.” -

One negro, badly woundeqL\. ;m
brought to Winston-Salem for t&ut-
ment.". :

 Winston-Salem, Apnl 1.—1‘{Buhlt"'-
Hairston; who Sheriff’s deputies, say
fired the shot-which killed, EX-Sheriff,
Reed Joyce in a revolver bwﬂe at
Walnut Cove, Sunday night in which
besides Joyce, two negroes were killed
and Special Deputy James Matthews
and a third negro were seriously
wounded, was arrested late torhght’by
3 posse. - |
“Bunk” Hairston, brother of Nick
Hairston, in whose place the shooting
took place, escaped immediately after
the shooting.

All night he was trailed through
the mountains and was found Iite this
evening 20 miles from Walnut Cove.

UPSHAW, IN OVERALLS
STMES TH:E CONGRESS

thm‘hn, April, 17.-—Th¢ over-
all M reaehed 88 . to-

-

e -i
in the house wearing the blue den-
ims, and announced that he was a
member of the “overalls and old
clothes club” to be formed among
members of the house.

Later Mr. Upshaw made a"speech
in the house in which he urged all
members of Congress to join in com-
batting the high cost of living. He
told the house that the overalls cost
$4.

“Do you think other members have
$4 to spend for overalls?” Represen-
tative Gallivan, democrat, Massa-
chusetts, asked. “If you haven’t $4 I
will go on your note,” Upshaw re-
torted.

REVOLUTION IN MEXICO IS
GAINING MUCH GROUND

Agua Prieta, Sonora, April 19.—
The revolutionary movement of So-
nora against President Caranza is
gaining ground rapidly the military
headquarters here reports. |
General J. M. Pima, commander of
the Sonora troops in this district, an-
nounced Gen. Francisco Urbalejo,
with his Carranza forces at Santa
Rosalia, Chihuahua, had revolted and
would take the—field for the Sonora
movement. :
Urbalejo was reported to have 400
Yaqui Indians under his command.

by other Carranza troops in Chihau-:
hua also were received, it wasd'said.
Millitary headquarters at Hermosillo
also sent out a report todpy that the

co.
From Nogales, Sonora, camefhe re-f

post that the independent state gov-
ernment of Sonora, through its serce-

tary of state, had issued a statement,
guaranteeing pmtect:lon to all' com-
mercial interests in Somora. .

Sonoras chief force to oppose Preq:

tier will be the Yaqui sndl[q.Yo'!n-f
dians, it was said. Heavy concentra-
tion of the Indians is being made here
to-attack the forces of the Mexican
president, according to the anmounce-
ment of General Pima.

Statesville’s Population Is 7,895.
Washington, D. C., April 17.—The|
Census Bureau announces th#& popu-

lation of Statesville 7,895; i&reues
three thousand two hundred. 'ninety

six, or seventy-one and sevai ﬁenths

per cent.
The census of 1910 mditedﬂhtes—

N

mother._
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1ELeeJaye&wuhIlad,JImHat-yhasenesomep00 '
mencements for the season wuhl‘d lt

—:- hearﬁly Joined the people were dis-

| war, back and forth, forth and back

Unconfirmed reports of the revolts-

|for seven years. These pupils were

troops of Gen. Angel Floreg were con-
tinuing their march toward Mazatian,
an important west coast port ot‘Men-‘

dent Carranza on the Chihuahua fron-

)etLSatuﬁsy April 11'&,
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The exercises be atmzaoanae
audxtonum of fthe administration
building - with a song by the scho

followedmthﬂndevohonal' 1
by Rev. A. B. Hays. -Then camgthe
classmbythehxgh de-

partment. The contestants all render-
ed their pieces

‘well. The:
medal was awarded to an Olalilby
whose recitation was. “Assmtmg ﬁ'"mh
Joe'!’

This contest was followed by an.- 2
other one by pupils from the gram--
mar grades. This was spmted from.
the very beginning and the committee =~
of award was long in deciding who *
was the successful one. The medal = ¢+
was awarded to Master Billie Martin, . .
whose declamation was “The Genius i
of North Carolina Interpreted.” This
contest was followed with a dnd;‘-
“When I'm Goné You’ll Soon Forget -
Me” by Misses Freda Hendren and -
OlaKﬂby After’ a song by the em~
tire school “The North Carolina Hills” .
in wh:éh a large part of the audim

missed for the n

In the attemx came the spe]]mg
contests by the high achool and the
grammar grade de In the.
latter, which was first held, -were.
thirteen contestants, the line ewn-
pletely filling the entire fmnt of ‘the =
long platform. The battle ‘of words |
begap and for awhile it seemed that
the entire 13—not an unlucky number-
thsmspectsaveforﬂmaevho
pronounced the words to be spelled. -
by the class—would spell for the re-.
mmnder of the afternoon. Gradually
the battle of words waxed warmer and
warmer while they fell on the right
and on the left until only two were
left standing. Then came the tug of

-

.came the long difficult words and as
rapidly as they came just so rapidly
were they spelled until from sheer
exhaushon a halt was called.: '

T The -
o1 '"&mmd&m those who had
successfuﬂy passed the final examina-
tion in the seventh grade. This class
was composed of sixteen boys -and
girls coming from the townships of
North Wilkesboro, Rock Creek, Trap-
hill, Walnut Grove and  Mulberry.
These were given tonthose who were
present by Supt. Joseph H. Hurst] of
the North Wilkesboro Graded Schoéls.
Then came the presentation of:the
Certificates or Merit to' those™papiis
who had been perfect in attendance
for the ‘term. It was announced by
Superintendent Wright that 126 boys
and girls in the schools of this di-
vision had met the requirements of
the board of education and were en-
titled to receive these certificates.Prof.
E. R. Settle delivered these to the
pupils who were presnt, and it was
pleasing to see the expression of de-
light on therfaces of the boys.and
girls as they came down the aisles
when their names were called to re-
ceive these tokens of duty well per-
formed. _

Then came the distribution of the
Awards of Honor to those who had
been perfect in spelling for the term.
These were presented to thirteen pu-
pils who had qualified themselves in
this group to receive them. The pre-
| sentation was made by Prof. Jagnea
M. Hayes. .

This was followed by the award of
gold medals to those boys and girls
who had been perfect in attendance

present to receive these, Clara and
Gilmer Caudill and Buel Shepherd.
These were awarded by Prof. S. B.
Smithey.

Then came thé presentation of the
medals to the winners in the recita-
tion and declamation contests.of the

morning. That to the winner in the
high school class by Rev. S. S. Jen-

nings, and to the ‘grammar grade class
by Mr. A. G. Hendren. Then after a
song by the audience, ‘In the Sweet
Bye and Bye,” the two spellers from
the graduating class, Miss Ruth Shat- -
ley and Miss Nora Warren were re-
called to the stage and the battle of
words was resumed with the result
that after another siege it was sug-
gested by Mr. J. S. Kilby that each
beawardedamedalwhmhmw
mapprovedbytheenhrehousemd
thesemedalswereawardedbyllr W.
L. Brewer. ;
Then came thaeonteatinspeﬂtnx_
by the high school department. After A
a long drawn out war of words Miss .._:--
LomPhillipawasleftstmdingalmc,
“Monamhofa]]ahesurvéryed."-ﬁhl

vmemthapopulahono“m

(Continued on page Eight)




