-

The Tri-Weekly Constitution,

Wake County Republican Con-
vention.

A Convention of the Republicans
of Wake county will be held at the
Couart-house, in Raleigh, on
Tuesday the 27th day of June
next, at 12 o’clock, noon, for the

ur of inting delegates to
fhe m ngressional District
Convention, to be held in Raleigh,
on the 11th day of July, to nomi-

nate a eandidate for Congress and a |

candidate for I’residential Elector;
also, to £ppoint delegates to the
State Republican Convention, to be
held in said eity, on the 12th of
July, to nominate candidates for
State officers, and two electors for
the State at large on the Presiden-
tial ticket. The County Conveution
will consider no other business.

The members of the County Exe-
cutive Committee, who are ex officio
chairmen of the various township
and wevd committees, are hereby
reqaes »d to call meetings in their
respe ctive townships and wards, on
Saturday, the 24th day of June, in
orde~ to appoint delegates to the
Coanty Convention.

By order of the Co. Ex. Com.

i W. W. WHITE, Ch’n.
A. MAGNIN, Sec'y.

Fourth Congressional Districé

Convention.
A Republican Convention forthe
Fourth Congressional District of

North Carolina, will be held iz Ra-
leigh,on Tuesday, the 11th day of
July, 1876, and be convened at 12

o’clock M.,of that day, for the pur-
pose of placing in nomination a Re-
publican eandidate to represent the
District in the Forty-fifth Congress
of the United States, a cundidate
for Presidential elector, and for the
transaction of such other business
ns may be deemed proper. Dele-
gates entitled to a seat and vote in
the Convention, must be regularly
delegated by a County Convention
called by a County Committee
through their regular Chairman.

The county of Wake is entitied
to four voies in the Convention;
the counties of Chatham, Granville,
Johnston and Orange are entitled
to two votes, each ; and the coanties
of Franklin and Nash to one vote,
each.

The County Conunittees of the
counties composing the District,
that have not already done so, are
requested to call their County Con-
veations early, so as to ensure their
counties reoreseatation in the Dis-
trict Convention.

By order of t. e District Ex. Com.:

B. F. BULLOCK, Jr., Ch’n.

JNo. C. GORMAN, See’y.

Republican State Convention,
1876.

The next Union Republiean State
Convention for the nomination of
(iovernor and other State officers
will be held in the city of Raleigh,
N. C.,,on
Wwednesday, July 1Z2th, 1870,
at 12 o’clock, noon ; and will con-
sist of delegates from each county
«qual to twice the number of its
representatives in the lower house
of the General Assembly.

We cordially invice all Republi-
can Electors, and other voters, with-
out regard to past party affiliations
or differences, who favor the hu-
mane provsions of our Homestead
and ot?\er exemption laws, who fa-
vor the establishment of a systém
of free schools that will meet the
wants of the masses of our people;
and also all those who are opposed
to the revolutionary schemes of the
late fraudulent Convention, which
pro amendments to our State
Constitution, to co-operate with us
in our efforts to put good men in
office and retain for North Carolina

an honest and efficient State admin-

istration.
Let us all in this centennial year

of the anniversary of the birth of
this Great Republic renew our
pledges of devotion and fealty to
the Union.
THOS. B. KEOGH,
Chairman.

. M. SORRELL, Secrelary,
o State RLJp. Ex. Commiltee.
Republican papers please copy.

‘2—-———_..__.___,..__________
| State Execautive Committee.
HEADQUARTERS REP. EX. CoM.,
RALEIGH, Aprii 20th, 1876
The officers of District and Coun-
ty Conventions will please send to
this Committee a report of proceed-
ings, and also the names and post-
office address of nominees.
THOS. B. KEOGH,
Chairman.

FrANCIs M. SoRRELL, Secrefary.
Republican papers please copy.
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By the Republican
late Constitutional

e

We, the undersigned, under a sense
of the responsibility due from us as
re resentatives of the will of the people
of North Carolina, feel called upon to
} war _ the yet free citizens of our belov-
ed State, of the danger which im.ni-
rently thre-tens them from the despotie
a d aristocratic tendencies of the Dem-
ooratic party, so glan'sggly displayed in
the amendments pas by that body
in the Co 1wvention which was lately held
in Raleigh,

A Convention called to establish the
principles which shall gevern and give
vitality to the business relations of men
and define the limits of the privilege to
be exercised by the peor]e, offers an
unerring test ot the opinions and feel-
ings of those engaged in the responsible
work, No less is it an absolute stand-
ard by which to judge of the tendencies
of a party, when that party controls the
bodv. Then, if" everg will men show
their true politieal opii™os andstrug-
gle to embody in permanent form, their
fixed convictions. Governments are
classificd into free and despotic, at a
glance, by an examination of their con-
stitutions, whether written or moulded
by the practices and tradition of tleir
history. When representatives respect
and consult the will of the people,
whilst dealing with their interests and
privileges, free government prevails,
whatever its advantages and inconven-
iences. When that will, e&\ressed by
majorities, fairly ascertained, is disre-
garded by the framers of laws, and
rights are taken away against the sol-
emn protest of the eitizen, whatever the
other attributes may be, the govern-
ment ceases to be one of popular con-
sent.,

The application of this simpje rule,
fixes forever, in alarming reality, the
characte * of North Carolina’s last and
worst Convention. & . »

A large majority of the votes of the
State, was given against its call, and
the will of the people thus expressed
should have controlled the delegates
elected ; a due regard to that will de-
manded that the present Constitution
should be returned to them unaltered
in a single principle, by which the
rights of the people were defined and
guaranteed, and their duties desecribed
and enjoined. Not respecting the voice
of the people, contemptuous of their
twice expressed opinion, but only upon
party rule and the substitution of the
sway of a faction for the will cfthe ma-
jority, the Legislature of I1874—'5, by a
party vote, violated the primary idea
of the polity they had sworn to main-
tain, and eculled this body without con-
sultation with the people,and in breach
of the declaration made all over the
State in the canvass of 1874, No denial
ean be hazarded by any oxe, of this plain
fact, that a deliberate disvegard of the
will of a majority continued willfully,
makes popular governmentimpossible.
This Convention is a bold declaration
against the popular will and is, in it-
self, by the very fact ofits existence, a
revolution,

It is an anomaly in our history, and
stands a solitary example of a body,
called for tle good ofthe people, usurp-
ing their rights, and seizing their pow-
ers, against their expressed will. But
four years since, the people were call-
ed upon to express their wish upona
change of the Constitution: they an-
swered that they wished no change
Two years ago many amendments of
that instrument were snbmitted again
té the people: very few were adopted
and those were niatiers o detail going
only to the judgment as matters of ex-
pediency, and mnot touching a single
right or privilege. In the House of
Representatives, i the session of
1874—'75, the dominant party had a
majority of two-thirds. This Conven-
tiov, comnposed of the same number,
elected by the same voters, under the
same laws, with no intervening change
of circumstances, returns a majority of
d.egates against the party in power,
th .s giving a rebuke to its revolution-
ary spirit, and declaring again in favor
of the Constitution they bhave tried so
hard to preserve. By a course unpar-
allelled in the history of political bodies,
that true majority is perverted, and the
power of party is enthroned upon the
trampled rights of a State-

Ste}. by step the dreary drama of ty-
ranny is enacted. The Supreme Court,
the bulwark of the people, their fearless
champion in many contests with an en-

neath whose august decree the poor of
the land rest secure in enjoyment of

"homes for themselvassand their loved

ones, when bafiled avarice casts its thirs-
ty gaze wupon the pittance wrenched
from its insatiate greed—this tribunal,
so fearless and so just, is attacked, and
falls before the will of those whose ac-
tion forebodes evil to every institution
and prineciple dear to freemen.

The election of the Superior Court
Judges, now with the people, was cov-
eted, and the purpose contemplated to
wrest this privilege from them, and
give it where faction can supply ready-
made partisans inclined to direct the
forms of law, and the principles of jus-
tice to the purposes of {mrty. his
change was only averted by the adop-
tion of a provision which enables a par-
tisan Legislature to rob the Superior
Courts of their jurisdiction, and confer
it upon tribunals erected in their place,
whose officers shall not be responsible
to the people.

Justices of the Peace, the familiar
counsel of the ple, whose functions
have always been to assist them in their
common, ordinary digputes ; who have
been with the people, and of the people
since tradition has s )oken—these neces-
sary, and almost family fnnct.ionaria%
torn from the people, lest they shoul
continue Demoeratic in nature, as in of-
fice, and an aristucratic ecomplexion is
to be forced upon their homely features
by rendering them no longer responsi-
ble to their neighbors, aid by divoreing

their sympathies from the humble and

raged and usurping Legislature, be- |

nall:I le down to every
. borhood. They give the countrol
of every dollar of the money needed
for the myriad uses of civilized and
gosra-ivooo-.u u . ties, intothekeeo-
ing of those who are under the direct
eye of the le; they familiarize eve-
ry one with the forms of business, and
educats the pritnary divisions of socie-
ty in the ways o? self reliant and inde-
pendenti. e ..

Treye uribunals the idea of the
will of a raajosity to its ultiniate end,
and they are ‘the rvde, it may be, but
healthful nurseries in which the infant
steps of freemen are trsi sed to tread in
the ways of indepeadeat manhood.

- But this nurture does not accord with
the spirit of demnoer revolutienized.
That bad genius broods with evil men-
ace over the precio-s heri of our
fathers, and the shadow of his dark ap-
proach, even now mingles ominously
with the broad light of or -~ liberty. A
strong governmeat is de.ninded. The
divinity of privileged power must here-
after claim our devotions, and the vul-
gar independence of poor men and ig-
norant people must be trained to forego
its somewhat tarbulent eondact, and
learn politer manners, and more cul-
tured forms from the example of our
very virtuous and model rulers, who
are to be supplied to vs by tha: exces-
sively ure medium a modern partisan
Legislature!

Th1s one by one the rude forms of
hcmebred privilege are destroyed, and
the dainty proportioss of an elegant
aristocracy are erected, beneath whose
iron-hand, though cased in a glove of
velvet, no popular right can flourish;
and in whose eye, a free people is an
enternal fear. All earth is drenched
with gore poured out to glut the selfish-
ness, revenge and licentious lusts of
Kings and privileged classes. The poor
are the uaiversal sacrifice.

The slaughtered millions, whose
blood cries to God from the thousand
battle-fields, which cover our countr
like the foul blotches upon the leper’s
skin, are the human offering which
alone can appease the cruelty of an in-
satiate aristocracy. Even under the
mild forms of privitege, which former-
ly prevailed here, the eternal hate
which power always cherishes for free-
dom, allied itself to the dread demon of
rebellion, and its insatiate greed unap-
peased by the holocaust of blood and
impoverishment through which we
have pa:.~ed, will never cease whilst
man is free.

Under our previous history, the laws
regulating elections, were plain and
simple, no one ever dreaming that the
time would come when the people’s
will would be disregarded by any leg-
islative body that could be assembled.
But the desperation of party exigency,
in this Convention, has shown how
frail a hold the people have on their
own government in North Carolina.

The people of Robeson county, elect-
ed to_this Convention two delegates,
Neil McNeil and R. M. Norment. The
i udFes of election, ainst whom no
fault has been all , made their re-
turns as usual, and these returns show-
ed a majority of votes in favor of the
gentlemen named. The only duty of
the county commissioners was to add
those returns, and declare the result.
But, usurping powers never granted
them, they declare the retuins untrue
and in thé face of the written record
before them, they pronounece that thero
was no election in four precinets of the
county. No law is shown authorizing
them to review the judgement of the
inspectors of election ; none can be

to the peop

the qualification of electors.
er is vested by law in the judges of

election, and in them alope. If they

abuse it and admit unlawful votes, or

refuse lawful ones, 1tis a cese for the

candidates alone, and the determina-

tion of the fact in each case, belongs

solely to the body of which the parties

are seeking to become members.

This Convention is, or is not, the
judge of the election and qualification of
its own members. A certificate of elec-
tion from the proper officers, gives the
possessor 8 pruma facieright to his seat,
until the truthfulness of the certificate
is questioned. When this is done, the
first thing to do, and the only thing, is
to examine the records of the election.
If they arein lawful form,the certificate
must be given accordingly. If voters
are questioned, the daty of approving
or disqualifying them, rests with the
candidate making the issue, and the
facts must be determined upon the evi-
dence adduced. No leglslutgge body, of
its own motion, has ever made a con-
test between membe 8 without their
own active interposition. All legisla-
tive bodies determine the lawfulness of
the certificate. When this is done, the
burden is thrown upon the contestants.
These arerulesof law preseribed for the
proceedings of contestants, public and
of common application. The action of
this body is directly contrary to this
method. The co issioners of Robe-
son, have erected Themselves into a ju-
dicial tribunal ; they have, without evi-
dence, and against the record, deter-
mined the fact of legal and ill votes
have taken from the judges of election
the discretion conferred upon them by
law, to be exercised under the obliga-
tion of an oath, and against their own
written statewaent to the contrary, have
declared that no election at all was held
in four precinets of the county. Ifthey
have power to disregard the returns
from four precincts, they may equally
disregard returns from every pre-
cinet, and at their mere will and pleas-
ure, deciare mo election held in any
county. By a combination easy of per-
fect:on amon the county cominis-
gionom. ago ection overdttl;lo who:a

tate ma nugatory, an e peopie
discarded entirely in the ma ment
of publie affairs. How is this y to
judge of the election of its membe.s, if
the county comualissioners are empow-
determine who are the members elect ?
Yet this has been decjared the law of the
land by the majo of the comm

This pow-

on Privileges an:luy Elections, and that

lsw.mtheldmgrmpomi-'

shown which entitled them to judge of | ed

decision has becn sustained. By this
of election »re stricken from our
there is no ome to »ecord the
votes of the people ; the commiss oners
though not present, deermine the
rights of voters without evideace: this
body is r :bhed of the right to determire
the election »fits mem ‘tain-
ing ©uly an infereutial right of
if - and a co .iplete revolution is ac-
The past .
o rown the government of-
pe;gl:nthomby‘.t . :*.-u“..?
eans o we m
the manner above rem thpéonlti::
tutirn is blotted out against the will of
the people, and against the laws of the

State,
cases, where majorities

-

In ordina

are decided, one way or ano o
v here the votes of l.h,; con mmﬁw:ﬂg
bers can make but little difference in
results, a case like this may be
over and excite but little a.tention.
Bat this case, upon the determination
of wuich depends the sovereiznty of
the people, must bg made a test case,
ia;:;l ‘t'hrg ;:?&Tml:lm aiound it, raake
o veﬂrnmant. mark in the history
e first duty ofthe Convention was
to determine who were the rightful
delegates from Robeson, had there been
a desire to follow, and obey the voice
of the people. The action of this body
has postponed the quaestion’ until rey.
nl%t on is accomplished,

‘e action of this Convention j
legislative characier bhas correspolnndg?
fully with its revolutionary constitu-
tion. Measres of vital coneern seem -
ingly prepa~ad in party caucas, have
been introduced as a” matter of form
simply to obtain the seraw! which
stands fora common seal, and under
the spur of the previous question, with-
out an opportunity of debate, were im-
patiently hurried through, as prepared
at party dietation. There are griev-
ances of an alarmning character, and
not the_idle clamor of disappointed
hopes, We wished for nothing,we hop-
ed for nothing, but to preserve the con-
stitution dear to the people, who have
struggied for years to retain the benefits
ofits admirable provisions. The dis-
cipline of party tactics has at last tri-
umphed ove: the wishes of the people
and has lelt us no course but to advise
the people of the aPoilation of rights so
ganrluliy imperilled by this Conven-

on

We have had an embarrassing choj
to make in conducting the peopgle":] (:;g?
fense. We hoped that the free discus-
sion of anclples amongst gentlemen
of intelligence, assembled from all parts
of the State, might cause some conces-
sion from the rigor of party demands,
But the invariable course of procedurs
in this body has been to prepare in mid-
night caucus the succeed ing day’s work :
the measure agreed upon is taken up at
once ; rarely has time or postponement
been granted, still more raraPo has dis-
cussion been allowed, es ecialf;r in mat- -
ters on which opinions have been most
opposite ; and whe. discussion has been
impatiently conceded, we felt the utter
hopelessness of ageaking to a question
which judgment had gone before hand.

The only expedient left us was a re-
sort to ordinary parliamentary rules
to delay for a few moinents the pain we
endure in seeing the rights and privile-
ges of the people smothered in this Con-
venlion. It was the ouly way we had
of protesting against the hasty and un-
sparing decrees of this body and haw-
ever unsatistfactory, we were diiven to
it as to the last ditch in resisting the in-
vasion of the assailants of our rights,
Never has any legislative body shown
less of concession than this; never has
the caucus systen beea more rigidly
and persistently enforced; never has
party discipline beea more perfect, and
never has a minocity been less regard-

The closing scene of the Convention
was a fit ﬁm&e o a body which asser-
bled in opposition to the-will of the
people, acted and worked by means of
a majority purcaased by the disfran-
chisement of a county and the total dis-
regard of law ; which has seized all the
rights of the people and given them to
the Legislature, and ended its revolu-
tionary career by denying to membeors
a right of protest, Never Fas any one
before known, in the history of North
Carolina, that a protest, offered in a re-
spectful manner and in substance not
offending against propriety should be
refused a hearing and a piace upon the
journals, But this Convention has
crowned its life of usurpation by a
closing act of tyranny which forbids
complaint of grievance and denies the
right of petition, 8o monstrous was
the act, t a leading member of the
majority rose in his place and rebuked
this open outrage Not even this could
bring a blush of shame to the faces of
that m-j::i(tiy which began life in law-
lessness in their own minds, fasten-
ing chains upon the limbs of the -
ple, aptly ed its coarse by bidding
them cease all conplaint at the tyrann y
of this usnrﬁing assenibly. We say (o
the people the irte ition and aim
of the Convention w23 to enslave yon
ang you are enslaved if you ratify its
ac

J. W. Albertson,
W. H. Wheeler,
R. C. Badger,
;J. M. Bateman,
G. B. Bliven,

B. F. Jones,

Jonas Hotffiman,
:Ir . %{ f’ ustice,
. age,
J. H. Smyth,
W. W. MeCanless,
A. Mc(Cabe,

J. C. Blocker, A. L. Davis,

W. M, Biack, J. O. Crosby,
Wilson Carey, N. B. Hampton,
Allen Jordan, W. J. Mu

O. H.Dockery, Ralph P. Buxtl;n,
A. McDonald, R. ﬂr. King,

W. P. Mabson, 1. J. Young,

J. W. Thorne, A. W, Toa

J. Orrin Wilcox,
G. H. Grantham,
R. F. LLehman, W.M. Kerr,
M. C. Hodge,

A.M. Lowe, Edward W. Taylor,
J. Q. A. Bryan, T.J. Da
Jas. E. Boyd, G. Z. French,

Rufus Barringer, 8. H. Manning,

J. E.O'Hara, J. J. Goodwyn,

J. W, Bean, P. T. Massey,

J. d. Herton, B. R. Hinnant.
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