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delegated cuﬂwnty, eir authori-
zatiom would be regarded as utterly
insufficient. The constitution
whiech they framed was regarded |ei
as a model of those times when
writlen constitutions were a new
thing upon the face of the earth,
Chief Justice , in the early
years of the  present centary, pro-
nounced it & marvel of simplicity
amd completeness. . By an exami-
nation of this iInstrument it will
appear, that it was as reéemarkable
for what it did not contain, as for
what i¢ enacted. Those who or-
dained its prowvisions, were noble,
wise and valiunt men. They were
in solemy’ earnest in theéir inten-
tion to build a new Government, in
the limits of the Colony, and they
were equally . sincere in their de-
termdaation to have the new Gov-
«roment freed from certain of the
evils, which they believed existed
under the rale of his Majesty, the
King of Ebgland. Upon these
points their minds were clear, and
the provisions of the Constitution
they ordained are explicit and un-
mistakable. 1t faet, its negative
provisions could not 'be excelled for
brevity, clearnéss and sufficienc to
nccomplish the purposes of

enactors. 1t is true that the ment.
of those provisions is not exclusive-
ly du« to the men who framwed them.
'llu} had the benefit of every bill
of right, which had ever been
mooted in the British Parliament,
and of every discontented address
to the throne, which had ever eman-
uted trom a restive IHouse of Com-
mons, The immoml sentepces of

passioned rhet.orlc of tha %-‘
tion which Jefferson had lately
penned, werein their ears. Tbey
Knew well what they did not? want,
or at least, that they did not want
certain things.

As a result, we find their utteran-
ces in regard to the rights of the
people to some form of free Govern-
ment; theindependence of different
branches of the Government ; the
right of petition ; of trial by jury,
against exclusive privileges ;
ngumst the suspension of laws;
against general warranis; agamst
excessive bail ; in favor of the writ
of habeas corpus; in favor of the
right 'to bear arms; in favor of
open and untrammelled courts, and
against hereditery Qmoluments and
prwllogea simply perfect, in their
brevity, force and comprehensive-
ness, All these referred to wrongs,
were those which they had known
aud felt, which they could measure
and appreciate. In thesethey were

specific becanse they were treading
upon well known ground. These
w re evils they eould destroy—the
negative elements of the Govern-
ment they sought to establish.

When they came to the positive el-
ements of the structure, their hands
at once be to falter. They had
no model, which had been approved
hy experience, on which to buiid.
'I'hey could not foresee the necessi-
ties of the future. Whether the
new imperium would remain for-
cver alsolutely independent and
autoeratic within its own borders,
or toan extent be limited and modi-
fied by an unirn with others, for
Lthe purpose of defence and the de-
mands of commercial prosperity-
the not tell.

Théy weré inthe main wise men.
They bad. provided, beyond ques-
tion, against the subversion of those
rights, which they knew, from ex-
perience, that monarchical govern-
ments hﬂxre most hkely to infringe.
They a vague idea as to what
a Republican government.should or
:mghthe. They were too wise to
try to evolve from their ¢ inner
consciousness all the details of this
glorious dream. They therefore
provided only the skeieton of the
custle en Esopagn, which filled their
teem fancies, and wisely-—under
the circumstances, most wisely—
left the details of its fleshing and
coloring to the legislature. They
established a framework,
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oppression and exaetions ‘ef “‘the
poor !” No doubt thoseé wise men,
of almost princely domnain, would
have been astonished beyond utter-
ance, could they have foreseen thint
in less than a century the Ameri-
can Rzpublic would have developed
itd highest prosperity, wealth and
intelligence, in a State in which the
plantation had shrunk to a farm,
and the average holding to a less
than a score of acres?

his unjust principle was the
next provision of the constitution
to yield to the Irrepressible growth
[ of! republlcan thought ameng the

peopl
(3.) Another Fhantom of grisly
import in the minds of these men,
was the fear cf executive ggwsf
sions. They, therefore,; made the
Chief Executive a man of straw,—
a mere figure-head wn.heut author-

ity or duties—a harmon but
e or- 4

of the State has the Governor been |
able to do any good or any harm by
reason of his official ition ex-
cept when, in 1861, he usurped a
dlctatorshlp, and durmg the war,
when he became a military satrap
of the Confederacy, and by reason
of his ex officio power as chief of the
militia, became morea Department‘
Commander than a civil Governor.
(4.) Like all strong men, they had
a good opinion of themselves and
their work. They had no idea that
the cradle they were making, might
become too cramped for the limbs
of the young giant who was to oc-
cupy it. They had no idea of hav-
ing the future—the unborn genera-
tions of whom they knew nothing
—meddle with their work. What
they did was to stand through the
ages unaltered and unalterable.
They, therefore, provided no meth-
od for its amendmendment.
From this analysis, it will be
seen that while the fathers were
great men, and good men, yet th
were only men, and t.henr acts did
not partake of the Divine attribute
—perfection. Hence

THE CONVENTION OF 1835.
This convention was a natural
and inevitable revolt against the
inflexible nature of the old consti-
tution. It shows conclusively that
change is as necessary and unavoid-
able in a constitution, as in a gar-
ment, as a rwultofgrowth It was
called for and accomplished, for two
widely different pur the en-
franchisement of Catholics and the
disfranchisement of the free ne-
groes! Such is the partiality and
contrariety of human action, that
in t.he.aaml justice and op-

l

pression, and DIgotTy.
freedom and tyranny, stand side bs;

side, and are advocated with equal
zeal by the same men.

LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENTS, 1854,

hAfter a fierce struggle, running
through many years, the property
qualification, required of electors of
the Senatonal branch of the
lature, was abolished. *“*Manhood
sufirage’’ was recognized to an ex-
tent which must ha.ve alarmed the
fathers who framed the first consti-
tution; if they had zance of
the fact, unless they eamed
somethmg of the nature of

partial
and gave to the legislative branch |
of the new government the power
to complete the structare.

There weresome things, however
upon which these wise men had
very positive convictions, in rela- |
tion to the syhthesis of the ncw
government, and, as is usually the
vise, upon l.bose points in which
they were the most positive, they
were most -in error.

(1) ® were, first of all,bigots. | the
LRetigion, that mest dangerous of all
ideas in the foundation of funda~
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been very largely composed of per-

n citizens of the Btate in the (0
‘vention of 1776 than in this.

hcareful and anxious in . prohibiting
an{l suppressing ‘the wrongs from |
which 1ts members. and their con-
tc : ries had suffered, so this in
1868 'was equally careful, in guard-
ing against the. evils of which its
mempers had experimental knowl-
edge.. We therefore find the matru-
mens, which they. ordained, to

a8 explicu upon the idea of peraonal

upon w muntyq instead of
gup:dm g the rich dgainst the poor,
1t seems anxious to proteet the poor
‘from the/power and avarice of the
rich, “Pqlitieal right is as jealously |
%uattled as the rights of property. |
herefore, the provisions® for a
homestead ; for t
Mute, Blind and Insane, and for the
mation of criminals, mark it
he produet of a new era of polit-:

vation of indi vidtJality and personal
independence in the citizen ; to pro-
mote géneral frosperity ‘)y pre-

venting indivi ization ;

or isolation of individual criminals;
‘geperal intelligence by universal
education, and general harmony; by
purit'y political power, thus
mpelling the strong to respect the
weak
(5.) This constitution is muct
faller in synthetic details than that
of 1776. Its framers knew what they
wanted to destroy, and also what
they wished to build up. The ex
perience of almost a century, in sis
ter States of the Union, had dis
closed wery clearly what were the
most effective means of securing the
results aimed at—constitutional
law,—thelaw of written and explicit
constitutions had developed from a
mere matter of a priori, inference,
into a science whose formulse had
been teat.ecll and approved. From
perience it appeared, that
the structural form of the govern-
ment aught to be more sharply de-

old constitution, in order to guard
the rights of the citizen from en-
croachmertt on the part of the dif-
ferent branches of the government.
It was especially apparent that the
legislative branch was quite as ap!
to usurp auathority, or ex:ercise that
conferred, to the prejudice of the
common weal ,asany other. It was
evident, that this needed restrictior
as well as the other. It was appa
reat from the same experience, that
fixity of constitution, and uniformi:
tﬁ of Junsdlct.lon, was desirable in
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THE AMENDMENTS.

ABRTICLE IV OF THE CONSTITU-
TION.

Amng the proposed Constitu-
al Amendments is the following:
That sections fifteen, sixteen and
seventeen of - article four of thelo
Constitution be abrogated and an-
nulled.
‘The following are the three sec-
tions in'the nt Constitution to
be struck©out by this amendment ;
_See. 15. The Superior Courts shall
have exclusive original jurisdiction
~of all civilactions, whereof exclu-
sive original ction is not
na'ivﬂ'mnr to some other Courts; and
criminal actions in which the
ment may exceed a finwof | w
dollm on- im;priaonment for

alli. Thesnpeﬁut Courts shall
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