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The world was mdg,oyunm that

WICROVOSL

tf:e mind of desultory man, studious of change and pleased with novelty, might be indulged.—Cowrzn.
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No. VL.
By attention 1 mean the power of applying
the mind to the object hefore it, el ve of
allothers. On this depends th
the whole course of studies. It is the

r

hinge on which} the portalsof know dge

turn. Without it nothing can be dene in
languages, sciences or arts. The great se.
cret of application is ther mastery which we

obtain over our wills and ascendant inclina-
tions. Any child who chooses can acquire
it. Lockesays with great truthin his *con-
duct of the understanding,” “That we are
¢born with faculties anl powers capable al-
¢ most of any thing, such at least as would
« carry us farther.than can be easily imagin-
¢ed: bautit is only-the exereise.of those pow-
¢ ers which give us ‘ability and skill 1o any
¢ thing and lead us towards perfection ——
« Most of those excellencies which are look-
endowments, will be
of exercise. The
erstandipgs dogs mot
qatural facullies as
ltion is the founda-
¢ basis of correct
gre ny peculiar facul
3 duccess more than all oth-
ers in the events of life, it is certainly this,
and where Fortune or the decress Hea-
" ven do not thwart ourdesigns, attention must
command the saceess of our labors. - What
is there which attention cannot aceomplish?
The Philosopher quoted above elsewhere
says “There is scarce any thing more for the
improvement of knowledge, for the ease of
life, and the despatch of business than for a
man to be able to dispose of his own
thoughts.”

Like the Tortoise in the Fable, applica-
t'on will ougstrip genius; though slow in its
progress, it is true ® its ead. ‘‘“dge quod
agis,” is a well known preverb similar to
one of our owms “‘an ounce of indusiry is bet-
ler than a pound of talent.”” -1 have'heard
the greatest men whom ¥ever knew ascribe -
their best actions and -8nuccess not to their
talents but to their industry, and I believe
them sincere. Napoleon is said to have dic-"
tated to seven secretaries at a time, certainly
a vast stretch of attention; but men koow
not the extent of their powers until they tr
them. The enemies of atténtion are slo
and love of amusement. To overcome sloth,
when the student is very young, authority
may suffice, but somelimes eorporal severi-
ty 18 needed for the older pupil, until reason
and reflection come to the preceptor’s aid.—
Theé love of duty is perhaps the most pow-
erful incitement to attention. - It is useful to.,
remove all exterpal causes of interruption,
but assiduity and industry may be the result
affection which an Wstractor’s patient
Mand benevolent viitues may: awake in
hf ‘ hearts of youth, @s he teaches
to quell the storms of infant passion,
s wandering desires of childish
idiscard the love of boyish sports

ccess o)

“Make the rou s of peevish nature evea
“And open in ghctﬁ:heart a little heave, »
B . Priom.

y participating in the feelings of youth
by s_ymgathlslngn%n thelr ]gfle cares, by re-
! iin their harmless glee, by liberally
ng their enjoyments, by contribut-

ing to their sports, by descending .to their
capacities and ideas; by blending their heaw
in harmony with his own, by speaking a lan®
guage In unison with theirs, by being acces-
#ible to their wants and by winning their art-
g8 friendship, an open, frank, kind hearted
and generous instructor may easily gain the
warm affections of guileless youth, and then
would his displeasure become their greatest
disgrace, his gratification their delight, and
‘his praise the sweetest reward of their mer-
it. This might be easy if the hand which
indicates the paths of virtue and sgience

- were never to be the instrument of paip; and

if the lips which impart the precepts ¢f wis-
dom were never to be the channel of gareas-
tic 1avective.
To conquer the love of amusemenf, we
must convert studies and exercises) into
sources of amusement, and excite the inter-
est of emulation by inspiring ambition th ex-
cel, and what was once a pain, will sooti be-
come a pleasuré. To effect such a ¢ age.
may seund like romance; but expe
will tgene t;mnm]iq of truth. I have|seen
invetera ing
and habitual liars ey allou iy
of honor. It i3 neeessary to convined the
pupils, however, that their real benefit id
object sought, that it is truly for their gbood.
‘hen they may be taught to eommand th\em-
selves; “that he who ruleth his spirit is
mightierthan the taker of cities;” thag the
fulfilment of duties is the source of real sht-
isfaction; that no reliance can be placed bn
the instability of human pleasures, and tha
“Virtue alone is happiness below.”
AN OLD FFELD TEACHER. -

FOR THE MICROCOSX.
NOT TO BE READ!

Dear Leonidas—I offer you for publieation,
the following document, which no one, as may
be seen by the caption, is permitted to read; and
how it came into my possession, no one need
trouble himself to inquire:

Dear Sir—You wish me to tell you why the
people in this part of — are s0 fond of
horse-racing?! few weeks ago, observing in
our public prints a geod many jockey club ad-
vertisements, [ proposed to 8 neighbor of mine,
who loves racing, the same question you have
proposed to me. His answer was ¢ there is ve-
ry great pleasure in the business, Fassure you;
but it is a pleasure which I don’t suppose I am
uble to make you understand.” Now, does this
answer satisfy you! I dare say, it does nat—for
it does not satisly me. Like oil thrown into the
fire, it inflamed my curiosity more “than ever.
Indeed, I bave often observed, that when any
subject of inquiry assumes an appearance of

. mystery, the inquirer, instead of giving it up at
once, becomes the more cager to get at the bot-
tom of it. Having, therefore, stadied the vacing
system as deeply as I couid, and sogght informa-
tion from every quarter within my reach, I will
gave gyou, with all simplicity, the resalt of my
lucubrafions. -

The whole system of horse-racing appears to

s ofgemulation glister in the

.
| -

be Lau:lt on these two principles, viz: The plea-

| sure.of gheing one horsé run fadter than anoth-

i e Mbree

the profic of taking ar much

money as you van oul of your

et, BECATSE one horse runs faster than anet
horse. If there be any other pillar which
to support this grand fabric, I co
hitherto escaped my knowledge, and
rejoice to be better informed.

You must know that the patrons of
form themselves® into societies, called J
Clubs, each of which is officered with a P
dent, Treasurer, Secretary..and so on. Each
member pays an annual! or gemi-anpnual sub-
scription; and the aggregate of these subscrip-
tions becomes the deserved priza of him whose
horse runs faster than all the other horses. 'Tje
clubs meet from time to tim@ to frame itslaws
and transact its affairs, with™ all the formality
of a Senate. And its records are preserved
as carefully as the archives of empires, So that,
whosoever chdoses, may easily inform himself
whether, at any given time since the institution
of the club. the bay horse ran faster than the
aorrel, or the sorrel than the bay; eor whether
the gray mare was not the best horse on the
Seld.

neighbor’s pock- »

ence’

anged into truth-tel jers, |

‘For weeks, perhaps months,before the periodi- &
call races, there is a mighty bustle in preparing’fae:
the horses. Beside the grooms who are profess « *
sionally trained to the business, servants are
teken away from the vulgar, insignificant em-
ployment of the farm and plantation, and devo,
ted to the stable. . Nay, our gentlemans<acer
himself, becomes in a great degree an inhabitant
ef the same elegant apartment with the horge.~-
His eyea by day, and his thoughts by night, are
profoundly fixed opon they. And po wmder{ L [AgE
for a sublime object is in his view, namely, to , i.“"
ascertain whether his hors: can run faster than :
hiz neighber’'s horse.

Then comes on frequent trials of the horses -
in running; these you may call the prelude to
the grand exhibition, or the preparatery rehear,
sal of the play. The horses are exercised daily.
But the evening of the Sabbath day is account-
ed a favorite tume of these prelusive races Here
you may see, on a wide old field, s large mixed
mob of great vulgaf and little vulgar m 9
adll women folk, while and black, prouiis
ly gathered from the neighhorhood aroulidiste
see the horses run. It is true; that common de-
cency is prostrated, and the Almighiy insuited
by this profanation of the sacred day. ,But
these are held to be small sagrifices foF the
pleasure of seeing one horse run faster than
another horse.

The weights of the riders being precisely
| fixed by law, I have heard some curious hints |
about reducing & favorite rider to the proper
weight, by artificial mezns; such as ecopious
sweats, destroying Lhe appetite by vinegar, and-
finally, by powerful cathartics. If the rider ba.a-
free boy, I suppose he is paid for these nu% ;
ings with money. “If he be a slave, he may f&- ~ ™

munerate himself abundantly with the conscious *
pleasure of serving so merciful a master. The
| riders, however, white or black, have one com-
| fortable prospect in common before them; neme-
| ly, the change, aud it is's change which has fre-
‘quently been realized—of ge their limby
broken, or their brains dashed oggt-in the experie -
ment of trying'te make ene Rorde run faster
than another horse, S AR B e, 2 52
Butnow the grand period ‘arrives—ihe day
of final decision. Besides the honerable Jockies
emselves, w th their hpraes and riders, a vest
csrowd assembles, of evéty passible deseripiion -
from the whole country, snd eyven. from severgl -
counties aronnd. Eve-y body ‘takes &
ijnterest in the event of the day; bets 'h
rnerable; ragzed citizens, who nn
brread to their wives an! chiidren mastafnl
events fini something to hazard upen &g
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