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The worlil was made so various that the mind of desultory man, studioﬂ change and pleased with movelty, might be indufged.~Cow?ren.
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Mr. Editor, ail et
«« Yune ad thesaurum inveniorum, al-
que omnium partium rhelorica eusiodem, me-.
morian’’ Rhet. ed Heren. 111
The memory is the store-house of
of the mind, and education must furnish it
with goods: for ‘no man out of an evil trea-
sury bringeth forth good things.” This fa-
cultly is next to reason in importance; its cul-
tivation generally occupies the largest share
of our schooldays; we practise it every mo-
ment of life and draw from it the materials of
all our actions: ought it not then to be well
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works; .many have been ahle to repeat the
whole of the Bible and New Testament.—
Short hand writers and reporters usually ae-
quire almost unbiffiited facility to recollect
the substance and expressions of the variods,
specches to_which they attend in the course
of a day. I have known a child memozise
four huudred lines of Phedrus in two hours,
Persons in business-are frequently met with
who never forget the features they have once
seen,

‘i'he committing to memory of words, facts,
dates &2. #hust not be confounded with the |
labit of retaining them. 1 am inglined to
think thatthe former ean be improved by ex-
ercise, of the latter Lam doubtful. One mer-
chant may have a- larger store room than an-
other, but he can place in it no moge goods
tian it will contain ‘e A

The various phenomena of memory may
all be resolved into the association ofgideas.
Malebranche, 1 believe, first  observed it,}
Locke, Hcme, & Stewart have written largge
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demonstrated how they are linked together.
Some ideas are connected naturally as round-
ness and hardness with a marble ball, or the
roots, branches and leaves with ihe trunk of
a tiee: others are arbitrarily united as good-
ness and learning with a particalar friend;
to blend the idea of justice with that of the
trunk of a tree would be still more arbitrary
as magaremote fromnature. INecessary eon-
nections cxist Letween ideas, when the omne
igclades or implies the ‘existénce of the oth-=
_etsy thus the idea of a . kuife necessari-
Sigeaniicots Jthe asseciated ideas of steel,
gudie, blade, &e. . - .
iinduced 4 think that all Meag, when
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-arg the fractions, and when the mind recalls

| or time.

ly on the connection of ideas, but have nep|™

as one idea composed of parts, or as: objects
constituting one idea; its unity arising.from
the act of perception, (for the mind cannot
form two acts at ence) and its division aris-
ing, from the analysis“of the attention which
separates the unity into fractions. A group
of figares in apicture would easily illustrate
my opinion: the group is unity, the figures

the idea, it cannot recall one fraction (or fig-
ure) without coneeiving the whole unity or
group. Thus the Gegmetrician cannot coun-
ceive the idea of angle or side in a triangle

without having the idea of a whole triangle.
and the simplicity and unity of every idea or

act of the mind, (taken simpliciter in actu |

quantum sit actus) is admitted by all philos.-

“ophers, as the simple modification of an un-

eompounded energy. Itherefore consider the
association of ideas to be the eflect of per-
ception aided by attention. And if we ad-
mit this theory to be true, there will be no
dificolty injdemonstrating all the phenomena
of memory, or shewing why one idea sug-
gests a thousand others.

Getting by heart, as it is somefimes called,
(perhaps to signify the heart-felt attention
necessary to the performarce) is nothing
more than connecting ‘ideas by place, order
The more vigorous the peiception
and more vivid the attention, the stronger

- will be the associatian and the more durable
the impressions  To memorise written or
printed Ie @ to agsocide the ideas of

and place: linking
rate’ word withthe’ one which it
precedes in._ong epntinfied. chain. of succs-
sion. Henee' thesguickest yeaders are the
best memorisers: and what is heard is betier
retained than what is redd; becaunse a larger
portion is comprehended into a single idea,

. and the attention is better confined to that

exclusive act; hecause the voice of author-
ity ¢om mands more respect than the silent
letters of a book.

What Locke has observed on memory
seems to- confirm my opinion, for to fellow
his directions a pupil must cxercise his per-

. ceptive and attentive faculties with conside-

rable energy. . He says ¢What the mind is
intent upon, and for fear of letting it slip, of-
ten imprints afreshilon itself by frequent reflec-
tion, 7hat, it is apt to retain: but still, accord-
ing to its own nateral strength of retention,
1 fear this faculty of the'faind'is 1ot capable
of much help and amendmest i:i general, by

oY @Xer8iscs or endeavs of ours: at least,
ed upon this'pretence in gram-
—Strength of Memory s ow-
hePpy. constitution, and uot to any
immprovemént got by exercise.” He

ropean schools requiring youth to eommit fo
memory long and difficult gramimass tca
in the Latin languagé, which it Wwds eseal to
exact with thesstrictest rigor evenftoth the

youngest students who were about to apply

od more Jikely  to exhaust than to jmrrove

the Taiy of memory; bul_it B eviag it toul
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e best meane of memorici - -
firmest associations fo1 eonnactiap ido?
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o and order, by which we easily find ¢B-
jeots which w@ Bave laid aside, and rovive
ideas long absent from the mind.

h the simple act.

AN OLD FIELD TEACHER.

FDOR THE MICROCOSM,
Master LeoNmas—Late last night 1
ed to see.friend L. but not ﬁmlilgl hlmcaxn.
and seeing the following letter on the table,
T commenced copying, and as he did-not as
rive till 1 had' finished, T handit you for pub-

lications: = ,

My dear Susan: g 9

The day after to-morraw will. -

be Christmas. Tlma the time for‘ﬂgrlg.;
making and keep-sake gifts. I send this
representative of myself to be merry with
you. Itis to remind youofa brother. Itis
to recall to your mind gay scenesand jolly
moments now quietly slumbering on the
mighty sarface of the past. *I send it not as
a keep-sake, butto supply its place.. A
keep-sako is something sensible, tangible,
costly—something snbstantial, possessing
form and size, and is usually a neat * Annu-
al,”” bound in moroceo, garnished with geld. - %
embossed and embellished with the. finest | Fote.
specimens of the pencil of art, almiog :

fe blames the injudicious practice of Ea- |

themselves to the learned languages, amot!.- |

not watarally united ara probaldy thoge ol -

beautiful delineations .of the age and geniug-. =
| of romance, and saffised over with the boni-
ed iospiration of po@sy and passion. Sugh
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At Mr.:Hug Book Store may be fouj_ “
the gréatest.variety of these beautifol annual’
prods ?dm_»a—éf. sentiment, feeling, igenius,
and wit—and it is a glorioas occasion ior
sach tokens. Christmas, in truth, comes but
once a year; and for this reason should be es-
teemed the more sacred. But, s I am not
with you, 1 am compelled toioreguttem-
sure it wonld afford me to endorse these as=
‘Snrances'ofbrotherly attachment with suitas
ble and appropriate presents.. I rest:cols"
tented, however, on the belief that you.do
not doubt my anxiety to do so. 1 kaow, tog,
that 'professions are but words—hut 1 pray
you to remember that words arethe. repre-
sefitatives.of things; and sin-e T'ean but give
you words, 1 do hope they will pass for more”
thar mere empty professions. Thay are in=
| tended as keepsakes, which, thongh not pos-
sessing form and devoid of all those axterual
emnheliishments of gold and glitter which v-
sually adorn Chiristmas gifts—yet are anxious
tofledge to you the rich gift of a brother’s
heart; not the idle cercmony of proféssional
sttachment, repeated to continne oyt inter-
course and conuection as brother and sister
of the samc famiiy; but to exhibit the posi-
tion of my freling in'the great chain of sym-
pathy which binds aan to his fellow man in
one universal philanthropy, and points eut
hew near aed reletively dear they are to you
t afid yours. They are intended to represent
to you the fact tasi time and distance docs
{ not—cannot separate those near and dear by
| kindred iies, rospseted and remembared b
virtuovs 1:orit und contented modesty. < So,
during <!l your C'hristmas pastime and hilar-
ity,J Lo t9be considered as one of your par-
ty; joyous and merry, wheaever there is joy
and poonimardy happiest and Jight-hearted-
esl, where all hearts are happy and lighte=
psriicipaling in every sport—singing
0 Limpersonating every fecling ang
{lising with every emotion, in th¢ P
abode of my beloved sisters. "1 'fedl;
were, Now- present, enjoying thatl gress
best Boon to man, sweet and affectiotatsd
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