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INTO THE LION'S MOUTH
RODE BRAVE FORREST

On Sunday. Augnst 21, 1864, the citi-
zens of Memphis saw one of the most
daring things which ever .-am-t-o'+---l-.~-l_
fn midlitary history and tha annals of
war St.':ll‘t*t‘l)' record a parallel of such
oreat success when you consider «he
ratio of the number
in the deed and the number affected
by it.

The event was Forrests’s raid 1nto

Memphis, and the objective point was|

the Gayoso Hotel, so recently burneil.
People in this day cenerally Ie-!-n-a;\l--:'
this raid as a mere dare-devil moves-
ment, but it was far more than that

No food or provender could come to |

the c¢is-Mississippi army through tae
Federal close patrol. and the main
base of supplies for the army and prwo-
ple both was in the fertilé prairie coul-
try of Mississippi.

This eountry had yielded bounuful
crops of corn in 1862 and 1563, al-
though efforts had been made to de-
stroy it.

I 1864 General Washburn had beea
put in command of the entire Foderal
Departizent of Memphis. His prede-
cessor, General Hurlbut, had  com-
manded the department with an av-
erage of 30000 men in it and hadd
been reduced to the arormal command
of the city of Menmmplis. |

General James R, Chalmers for some
time commminded the Confederate cax-
alry in Northern Mississippi, and he
suceessfully kept Hurlbur and Wash-
Durn out of the prairie country. But
when General Forrest suceecded Gen-
eral Chalmers the rederal forces were
at onece increased to HU,000 men. Gen-
eral Chalmers continued to serve un-
der General Forrest amd was not jeal-
ous of his commander when the latier
was complimented by the Federal's
considering him alene as equal to 2),-
000 of their forces.

Battle of Harrisburg.

The duties of General Washburn
were to defend the country immediate-
1y around Memphis and his oaly offen-
sive duty was to prevent the corn crob
of 1864 from maturing on rhe Missis-
sippl prairies. To this end he ontfitted
the expedition of June, 1864, with Gen-
eral A. J. Smith in command of 15.000
troops. He and Forrest met inn Nor:ii
Mississippi durinz rthe first week i
July, the 13,000 men having only .000
men opposed to them. For seven days
and nights there was almost constaug
tichting, which eunded at Harrisbusg
on July 14. This neither rhe time
nor place for a review of that bartle,
Dbut sutlice it to =ay that Smith got 1o
farther south toward the corn crops.

It was following Smith back North
from Harrisburg thar  Torrest  re-
ceived a most painful wound in
foot.

No sooner had Washibhurn receivid
the news of Smith's heading for Mem-
phis than he bagan planning for au-
other expedition under the same field
commanier. This rime Nmith wis
given 10,000 infantry. 5,000 cavairy,
and thirtyv-eighi pieces of artillery, ihe
whole force bweing composed ol fresn
men and horses selected especially for
raiding purposes.

The fight at Harrisburz was in very
many respects the moxt severeg oue
in which Forrest's command enzag «l,
and they had but three weeks in wiich
to recuperate from rhat bartle and the
week's fighting which led up 1o it
ahen Smith was again in their froot
with an eager and fresh forcee, when
the fighting began again on Auzust .

Forrest had 4,500 available men with
whom 1o Oppose 15,000, nor was there
any place from which he could expe:t
a re-enforcement.” It was win or lose
with his foree, and if this foree lost
where was the Eastern army to get
its ravions?

Had His Hands Full.

The one man who entered the Can-
federare army as a private and became
a licutenant general now had all that
he could do. Never belfore nor
was he so taxed and never at any other
tiime was he forced to depeud =0 com-
pletely upon his matchless genius,

The campaizn was one suceession of
charges, escapes sid ambuscides on
his part. It was fighting by day ani
fighting by night. He could zain hail
a 1wile of ground by night only ro lose
a mile by day. There was not enouzh
ragged topozraphy for a grand coun.
The men and hotses lived principally
on green corn pulled in the fields wher -
they fought, ench of his soldiers having
lonz hefore become his own commis-
sary general Wf subsistence.

Often in the middle of the night his
command woulll cheer from one end
of the line to the other as a salutation
10 the arriving mythical®re-enforee-
ments; but no man more clearly than
Forrest saw gghrough the binfrs amd
strategies that it was only a poOsIpoLe-
ment of the end and that the delay
could not last until the crops should
have Deen garnered. And to make
matters worse for the uncovered (on-
federates, rains began soon after the
campaign  openesd and  conditions
around them were physically about as
they now are in rhe Philippine Islands,

On August 18 the army was about
half-way between Abbeville and Hurri-
cane Creek, not far north of Oxford,
Miss. At noon Forrest ealled Generals
Chalmers and Wuford  into couneil,
“With 4,000 men.” he said, “I can see
no way of whipping 14,0000 T am now
going to play my last card and take
the chance that the enemy will not do
what he shoulil.™ Then, tarning 1o
Chalmers, he concluded: “If you ecan
hold Smith in ¢heck for twoslays with
half the command and prevent him
from discovering that 1 have gone, I
will 2o into Memphis.™
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The Raid on YMiemphis.

The two conferees agreed that some-
thing out of the ordinary had to be
done, and at 5 o'clock that afternoon
Forrest started for Memphis with 2.000

men wan and worn from two weelks'

constant fighting in the rain, leaving |

Chalmers with an equal number
oppose 14,000 IFederals. Nor hid
Chalmers fail him. Ile began his re-
treat with a bold attack on Smith at
daylight. Burroughs, the “fighting
parson,” leading it so fast and furious
that Smith never dreamed of For-
rest’'s absence. He charged into Abbe-
walle and then fell back slowly toward
L

1)

of men engased |

| Oxford, the
aronnd.

Great was the joy in the command
'when the soldiers learned rhat a move-
ment on Memphis was contemplated.
Of course it was announced, but
the wise ones soon saw a long move-
ment was contemplated, and it was
casy for them to surmise its destina-
tion. :

It was FForrest’s intention to take as
few Memphians on the trip as possible,
for the temptation for them tro scatter
through the city would be too Zreatr,
{ but as the command headed for Panola
a o o'clock that afternoon many a dar-
ing fellow eseaped from his company
to join the raiders.

I'or supper for man and heast there
was only a tightening of belt
¢inch, and the 2,000 men and horsos,
phys=ically exhausted, were only able
to make the trip on account «f the
spirit of rthe leader and the spirit of
the men. It was forty miles to Panola,

contesting every foot of

101

the horses res<ted from 7 o'clock until
10 o'cloeck on the morning of August
19, The twentyv-three miles to Sena-
tobia were covered that day and the
night spent in Seunatobia,

Early on the morning of August 20
the mareh roward Hernando was
sumed.
badd been made in mud
knee, but the few pleces of
had kept up with the pave.

e

almost o the
artillery

An Improvised Bridge.

Now ithe rub came.  First the Hiek-
aluila was reported as out of its banks
from the Hood and all bridges gone.
Bur the military gonius of the war
could not  <mop  for that. Men best
mouiied were deployed right sgud lefd

telegraph poles and still others o se-
cure the longest grapevines that could
be secured in the botroms., All were to
converge at the point where Forrest
Wis to eross. In less than two hours
from the rime the head of the column
redached the Hickahala these marerials
had been formed intoe a bridze, half
ponttoon siyle, held in place by
vines made fast to trees above amld
thie entire column, including aviillery,
hiadd erossed safely over a raging tor-
rent sixty feer wide.

Coldwater was a larger stream and
much wider, but it took only rvhree
hours for vhe construction »f a similar
bridee there and for crossing salely
over it

There was only a hrief stop at Her-
nando, 23 miles south of Memphis,
and by 3 o'clock on the morning of
Nunday, Auzust 21, the command was
close on the outpost pickets ol Mew-
phis,

In the short halg
artaek was announeed. It was brief,
The =trictest of silence was to bhe main-
tainedd until the enemy should fire.
Captain William H. Forrest was 1o
look afier the first pieckers, and
the rush came Forrest was
vo alier Washburn on Union
near DeSoto street, while Colonel Lo
woold was 1o =surronmd the
Hotel in the hope of stopping Hurlbuar,

Challenzed by the pickets, Caprain
Forrest replied that his command con-

of an lowa and Missouri reci
which were Kknown to be with
smith. Told to advanece one at a time,
the captain saw that he could not
(quietly bag the pickets, =0 he opened
tize.

Jsse PO

allreed,

sisted

ment,

Charged Into the Clity.

(zass, Forrest’'s bugler, sounded the
charge, but now saw those c¢lose to
him heard it. The first shot was a
signal for a pair of spurs o dig into
each jaded stewdd and for every human
throat to begin the “rebel yell.” The
lion had erept close he could
upoen his zame and now he sprang for-
ward with the roar at which all the
forest trembles,

Down Mississippi avenue came the
column, striking no serious opposition
until the vicinty of the old State Fe-
male College was reached. Here a
consderable body of Federals were
camped, but there was no time for
the first of them even to dress, much
less form for action. This was just
Lefore day, and in the preceding fifry-
e¢ight hours Forrest had traveled more
than 100 miles in a low country flooded
for ten days.

General IForrest remained in  the

vieinity of the college, personally li-
recting the fighting there. The enemy
made several attempts to rally, but
he was upon them oo quickly for any
considerable  foree o get  together,
They made an attempt to operiate from
the college building as a base, but a
few cannon shot at that emptied it
as completely and almost as quickly
as an mverted pail of water.
IForrest had  gotten  to 1he
Union streer general headguarters jost
a mwoment afrer Washburn had fled in
his rolw de nuit for Fort Plickering.

Colonel Logwood was equally un-
suceessful as rfar as concerned General
IHurlbut, for that convivial officer ha.l
spent Raturday nizht with a friend in
Sourh Memphis instead of at the Gay-
oso Hotel. A tile of soldiers on each
sitle of the ‘hotel told the occupanis
that a single shot from a door or win-
dow would be a signal for firing the
building, and there was peace.

In those «days there was a grand
stairway just in Tront of the main
western entrance to the building., 1t
‘was up and then down this that Cap-
tain "B Forrest rode his horse, abe-
dient for once to the general's instruce-
tivns 1o “let no man dismount.”
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He Took Long Chances,

"'y that there was consierna-
tlon in the ¢ity doés not express half
of what those here at the time feolt
The coming of the marchless l"u!‘r-w‘i
to his owal home, the t"]l:ll';{j[]g of :ho
pursued boldly into the vepy | '
thes ]ll“'.'-'ﬂt‘l'a'- Wis as
to the residents of e
unwelcome guests,

slitle

focus of
much g surprise
lemphis as to theis
el the fire nar
shots were heard, _\L-m|>lli:lmj”:£vr(}-“.
and turned over for g sm'ul]ui'-u:nllin-:
Sunday moming’s nap. Rugp 4t \:I :
jonly a  1oment before. they qe. hdl
Cheard the welcome yeil, whije t ‘Th[;“u..
caunon fhots at the coljege lh-“.. f:n
of musketry. and the racine ‘f e
‘horses as they thmu Z of 2 “1‘”
e

lered throug
_streets told them that 8ome fllf;;ll;h

and |

and that was the firse stop made. Here |

All of the trip up to that time|

to tear up zin floors, others to cut dowu |

the |

there rhe plan of |

Wlleld |

l;;[.\'ll-&l! !

‘come into Memphis, and who would

or counld do such a thing but Forrest?

The records do not show the exaot
number of troops in Memphis at that
time, but Washburn had 60000 in uils
ini-'ll:u'tluent. hence it 8 =afe o state
|that Memphis contained at least ten
[ Fedderals 1o every one of Forresi's
[ men. He had po idea of holding
town, bhut wantedd to =care Washburn
=0 bhadly that he would ¢all in all ont-
troops, inchikling Smith's  foree,
to protect the city from other ralds.
| He took the chance that Washburn
would not do, under esuch elircum-
stances, what he ought to do., If For-
[rest with 4.000 men could not hold
| Smith in c¢heck, how could Chalmers
do it with half that foree?
rest came into Memphis, did not Wash-
{burn know that Smith was opposcid
by as few less men as Forrest brounght
into Memphis? Knowing this, why
<hould not Smith be ordered to push
| faxter into the corn country?
| All of these questions NOW seem easy
[to answer, but great was the
ror of Forrest's name and so mueh
greater was the terror of his presence
that Washburn did as Forrest calea-
lated—rthat he did not o what
ought to do. Forrest was. in Smith's
Tear. It dikl not o occur to
enemy that Smith was also in
rest's rear.

When the two detachments sent
the heart of the «ity failed o caprure
Washburn and Hurlbut, they turn-d
their attention  to  lesser lights and
practical affairs. In the Gayoso Hotel
there were many officers
Many of these were made prisoners
amd prisoners were also picked ap
large in other parts of [he
¢ity, The roll of captured footed up
600, The men had worn out many of
their mounts on the rajid amd Mempais
‘afforded an opportunity  for 400 or
more fresh Federal cavalry horses to
be secured.

Hetired In Good Order.

]

ihe

side

=0

is, lie
=t 111

l‘-tl:'

bunelhes

It was about 11 o'clock in the fore-
noon when Forrest began reuring (rom
the city., This was nearly eight hours
after the tirst alarm, aud it had raken
that lonz for the Federals 1o organize
enonzghh of their forees to make
long stay dangerous,
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Lozwoomd amd Colonel Forrest j"f“"'!.

and

Ih'f‘.ﬂo:n siesed
coevided 1o the vieinity of the
It was now a constant fasillade from
windows, houses, trees amd fences, hut
{the Confederates Kept the sharpshoot-
ers so husy that the loss to the raiders
was insigniticant.
Shortly g

their forees on I

1

NI,
i

L]

before the men who
come into the city proper rejolned For-
rest in the =outhern suburb there oc-
curted an affair which showed
daring. and for rtheir action on 1
oceasien his men have been much eriti-
Cised,

On A hill =ome distance from
{ Colonel Stare ot in front
Federal  cavalry vnanander,
facinz Forrest, waved his sword ov
[ his head. It was a challenge for o
sinzle-handed mounted sword duel to
the commamding otfeer of Confesl-
ferate foree. Forrest aceepted it
promptly and rode alonz at a trof.
[ Starr A the =ame. Ile
bhe an excellent swordsman, and
Forre<t's fame in that line known
to all. The duel promise:]l to v a miost
interesting but wiien the prin
cipals Innd gotten quite close tozetlr,
cach increasing hisx speed, a slints
were heard from Confiderat
directton, and Starr fell dead from bis
l saddle.
‘ Forrest was furions at what
sidered treachery. Dashing back
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[ commaml. he demanded the names of !

rhe men who had fired that he mizht
give them smmmary punishment. He
was informed that the shots were fired
because Starr's force was seen e
moving so as o comuetely envelop he
| quelists, a facr which” he had not po-
ticed, bt did nor =atisfy  "im.
Some one must have suffered, but at
this juncture a <harp rattle of small
arms toward town told the general
that his men were in trouble, and in
the rush to extricate them he forgot
about the Starr incident.
Made Terms With Them.

Forrest was but a few miles south
of the city when he found a suitable
ambuscade at the crossing of a creek.
Here he halted, arraonged his forees
as to protect themselves, their GOO
prisoners and horses from danger of
sunccessful attack, ol =emnt a flag of
truce to Gzeneral Washburn, The mes-
senoer <id to the commander at Mem-
phis that CGenerml Forrest bhad these
prisoners withowt means of feesding
them, and that many were withowt
shioes or propeer ¢lothing.  Imasinueh as
they belonged 1o Washburn's  ecom-
maml he shoukl, for humanity's sake,
provide food aud clothing for them,
and General Forreat would walt there
for the stores,  After much parleving
they were sent.

A reading of the official
the war, ns now bsnz published, in
serial numbers 77 and T8, vol. 38, part
V., sShows some very interesting corre-
spomndence.  Washburn  reporred
General Howard that he had
just exactly where he had 1o* a long
time wanted o get him. In fact. o
read the telegram ene would think that
Was=hburn instead of Forrest had plin-
ned the rip to Memphis, Washburn
was delighted that Forrest Imdd
for the coming had so exhausted For-
resUs men and mouvnts that there was
no possibility of his eseape. The cup-
ture of Forrest in person and his whole
foree wias hut a matter of a fow hours.

Smith wus to eross from Oxtford anl
be the lower millstone upon which the
Confedermtes wouklkd be
upper millstone
phis.
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Smith had botten into Oxford on the
day that Forrest had gotren mio Men-|
phis.  In other words, opposed by one-|
seventh as many men as he command-
wl, he had wtraveled cne-tendh of
distance daraveled by Forrest in
stme time and opposed by
more than ¢en tlines the
cominand.

1ae
e

size of his

Success of the Raid.

A short time before his death Gen-
f»!':;l Chaliers told of Smith's cumance
into Oxford In the tawn

. t was a for-

1 had | fighting Forrest’s whol

mer Confederate soldier dizbled by
wounds from further sapeyic :4“;':11
met him at ¢he courthonse amd nsked
where Forrest woas, When
federate replied that he Wis
phis. Smith thought he was
deceive dm.  Smith saiq he

~

the Con-
1 Mem-
trying to
had been
¢ force for

a force of goniavo
 best sorts.

(WO maney back If it fall

days and nights, and was aboun o ar

rest the Confederate, when up rode o

conrier coversd with mud
excited.

When Forres: starmed on the mid he
hatl WwWires MMM ing with
the Memphis and Charleston Rallroacd
broken down, The courter bhrought dis
patchex across this gap In wires
confirmimg whar the Confederate lhmn-d
tokd Smirh, and the Foederal for e
gan n i yomrip s, (
harassing their renr as much as possi
ble,

Forrest's lnst card had won.
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WILL GO O
YOUR BOND
Ttie American Bonding & Trus! Go

OF BALTIMORE.

Resources Over $2,500,000.00.
Business Confined to Surety Boads.

Accepted as Sole Surety by the U, 8.
Govi. . and State and Covntiesof N, C.
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Solicits the Bonds of
Bank, Corporation and E. R. Officery,
County, City and Pederal Officers.
| & Cotton and Tobacco Buyers
Dep. Collectors, Ge £5T8, etc.
Insurance and F2~ lizer Agents,
Postmasters, Let? v Carriers, ele
" Salesmen. Clerl and Bookkeepers.
Adminpistrators Hyecutors, etc
" Guardians, Recuivers and Assignees
" Conmtractors and Builders.
Tobacco and Cigar Manufacturers,
" And all persons occupring positions of
trust or responsibility.

Agents wanfed throughout thid
State.

REASONABLE RATES,

APPLY TO ;
R. B. RANEY, Gen’'l Agent,
RALEIGH, N. C.
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2,000 Tons Coad

100 Tons Hay

JUST RECEIVED

PRICES

THE LOWEST.

Jones & Powell.

ROSES.

ROSES, CARNATIONS AND OTHER
CHOICE CUT FLOWERS. FLO-
RAL DESIGNS TASTEFUL.
LY ARRANGED AT SHORT
NOTICE,

WEDDING DECORATIONS

New Gallery Under an Old Name!

WATSON, ™
@&PHOTOG
131 1-2 Fayettavilie Street, RALEIAN, N. C,
POPULAR PRICES RULE HERE
executed promptly and satisfactorily. A
fte=d. Rutes wor k

eizgh. -

ka

RAD

-

HER,

- A

’ v

(¥ ]

FRED A. WATSON. .

lower, chamcter . .
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THE CITY
ORPIRANCE

About signs swinging across sidewalks will soor
eflect. The ordinance allows

BICYCLE STANDS

to be used on sidewalks. We offer strong Iron
Stands with a space 16x14 inches on which
be painted. They advertise your business
convenience to customers. ’

|

THOMAS H. BRIGGS & SONS. .

RALEIGH, N. C,

!

&3>

Peace institute

'RALEIGH, N. C.

One of the celedrated Female Schools of the South,
noted for its advanced and thorough courses in all
departments of Female Education, for the high
socal standing of its pupils and for the elegant
manners and superior culture of its graduatss. |ts
courses equal those of our regular male colleges
Excellent buildings, beautiful grounds,

Sesslon begins September 14, 1800,
The best is always the cheapest. For catalogus
and full particulars, address the Principal,

James Dinwiddie, M. A,

{of Lbe University of Virgizia)
rinnolpeal,
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208004400140 0410 82808400040
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J. R. Ferrall &

222 Fayetteville Street.

1,056 lbs, very choice

N. C. Hams

¢
¢ 600 Ibs. Fine Virginia Hams
€

©

New N. C. Roe Herrings
4 Woods packing—best in the State
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The K

; FOR THE CURE OF THE
Liquor, Opium, Cocaine and Other Drug Add
Nerve Exhaustion and the Tobacco Habit.
GREENSBORO, N. C.
ey Instity \

\
|

Palms, Ferns and all other (]r\r-or:l-‘

tive plants for house culture.
namental gardening at lowest
All sorts of bLedlding pPlants: Roses,
Geranlums, Heliotropes, Colest

Chrysanthemums in the best a:nd
est varieties,

For or-
figure,
et
S a-
Vines for the veranda,
plants once transplanted in
: Cabbage, pepper and Pot-
grown Eggz Plants. Celery at proper
season. All mail orders promptly at.
tended to. ¥ s
H. STEINMETZ. FI ORIST
Raleigh, N. C. "Phone 11
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THE BEST PRESCRIiPTION

CHILLS
And ever Is a bottle of Grove's Taste
less Chill Tonic. Never falls to cure;
then why experiment with worthless
imitations? Price 0G0 cents. Your

8 to onre.
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THE KEELEY INS '

GreensLoio, &%

Oxford Seminary,

OXFORD, N- C-

Fiftieth Annual Session opeus Augu
FACILITIES INCREASED., CHARGES REDUCED. B
MODATIONS ENLARGED
Extmordinary advantages in Musie, Art. Elo
Typewriting mught
CHARGES I'OR ANNTAL
lish, with Latio and French,
| ply to

g
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SESSRTON:

$135; Muosic
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Instrats

lll)f‘-‘-""{'

Board
£40. For
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