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DETECTIVES SEARCH FOR
PIRATES AND THE RESULT

(Grant Allen in New York Evening DPost.)

When news first reached me thai

and Tobbed by a
wayman on the
Thames, just below

i
distinguished M. I'. had been set Illh]ili

well-idressed  hizh-
stresam of

main

confess I was more than half inelined, !

on the first hlush of it. to reat-the
whole affair as a1 ¢ock-amd bull story.

I had Dbecen Higa Constable of the
county for ftifreen years, amd as my
own place at Bray slopes down witl
jits lawn to rhe river's edze, 1T Know
perfectly well how crowded this part
of the Thames is with punts and row-
ine Deats during the whole summer
season.  Moreover ,the particular spot
chosen for the extraomdinary attept
scemed very  unlikely. Clveden
reach Is mos=t fr '\“IH».'!III‘II

S0
the

Stieteh

of water on the whole river: hundreds
i presenting a
|}‘.l'.'||1_
(1= it likely he won't try the same game
on aeain,

of holiday-makers pour down from
TLondon every day to Taplow or Mai-
denhead: so that the «hannel is alive

with scullers amd steam launches for
gome five miles up siream 1ill a Laie
hour in the evening. 4 pooli-poohad

the policeman who first told e *he
tale.

“Nonsense.” T =sald: “the gentleman
must have been dining at some river-
side hotel, perhaps with casual or:un-
desirable acquaintapcees, amd  having
had his pocket picked by them, or beqn
diddled out of his mwoney. he has in-

vented this extremely improbable story™

to allay his wife's well-grounded sus-
picions.”

For, T am sorry to 3ay, one cannot
be High Constable of a riverside coun-
ty for fifteen years amd yetr retain a
childlike trust in the perfect goodness
of human nature.

But when the Right Honorable Td-
ward Symingron himself, the respect-
ed member for the Plyvmpton Borougas
appeared before me and told his rale,
I confess I was stagoered.

Mr. Symington was not the sort
man, I took it. to be the vierim
a delusion: nor did he Iook particularly
gnllible.  Tall. thickset, stoutly built,
a typical, hard-headed English squire,
a rood rider to hounds, a4 conservaiive
country member, he had the solidiny
and eredibility whiech we always uat-
tribute to the honest, straightforwarl,
unimaginarive John Bull

He told his story with perfect frank-

of

il

ness. He had been out on the river
with a party ol rriends—intimare
friends, and had dined-—he 4did not at-

tempt to «deny the fact of dining—at
that well-knowned condueted  house,
the Ferry Inn, at Cookham. Afrer din-
mer, about nine ar nizht, on a fine -
mer evening, he staried inoa Cansedian
canoe for Maidenhead., He was acegas-
tomed to manage a boat, and was a
good seuller and padilier.  Where
stream divides he too’t the inuner chan-
nel, under the Cliveden Woods: nd
there. just behind the island, he was

ithe

surprised, as he passed, 1o see another
in the zlomm,

canoe cliddle rapidly om
amd a man accost him threateningly.
“FFork out whatever you have
Yyour purse!
minure. or I shoor youl”

“Whar =ort of man¥" 1 asked, eyeing

my informant hard.

Svmington answered like a truthful
person:

“1 ¢ould hardly make our, as it was
growing dusk: bmr he seemed to me
tall, with much black hair about
Lace—beard, moustaclie

“Armed ¥

‘Certainly: armed with a
hesitation, or 1 fire!” He
but peremptory.”

*ITe «dared not have fired.” 1
‘l]ﬁml.“

“I am not so &ure of that;

behind the islands, amdl the hour was
late. 1 passed only one other bhoat all

the way from Cookham. The river
crowded, I admit, Colonel, 1ill e
or half-past; bur as soon as it
dark not a soul is lefi on it.”
“And you gave him your purse?”
“Well, it was cowandly of me, 1
own: but what would you have?

nvas aquite unarmed,  And

a tussle—the least thing upsets one,
Besides, I «lon't swim, dt's rhe sole
manly accomplishment T never  ae-

quired, having been brought up inlaad.

far away from anyv river. When I
went to Oxford 1 was either too old
or too ahamed o learn, and I have

never learned: so the rosue had me af
his mervey.”

“How much money did your purse

contain?”

“0Oh, nothing to speak of—about sev-

en pounds., HBat that’'s not whart 1

anind.  Ir's the principle of the thing—
thar a pirare should De permitted to
go about nnehweked on  the upner
Thames with *Your money or your

Jife!l’ in this nineteenth century.”
I pansed and refieeted.

“Things of 1the =ort will erop up.,” 1
said, “in =<pite of all the paing one may
nothing
prom-
I will have the river properiy

take to prevent them, But
like this shall crop up again, 1
ise you.
patrolled and guarded.”

“*You must,” he =aid warmly.

ed civilization. You must catehh the
rogue. Till he Is  imprisoned. ol
Venables-Huzhes, you have mnot ful-

filled your duty to the communiiy.”

As soon as he had gone I asked my
chief detective, who had been present
durinz our interview, what he thouoht
He stroked
his smooth chin warily—a chief detec-
chin is always smooth, as je
has to get himself up in so many dis-
great des

of Mr. Symingron’s story.
tive's

guises—and answered with

liberation:

“His account has a ring of truth in
I should say, myself, he was
Of course, a wen:le-
man may give away money, and then
My,
Symington is not a very yount gentle-
man, nor a very tfoolinsh one: and ivs

it, sir.
probably robbed.

desire to account for it; but

the young ones and the foolish

tures. My impression is. we might| One rainv afternoon about  six
watch . the reach carefully from the'o'clock. thix lady wns returnine 1o
bank for a week or two.” . e Hnzx by

“Atkins.”

1 s .
Cliveden Woods, T} from  certain.

a member
seuller, to deliver up his purse hy just

him.
ber, having tried Cliveden reach onee,
would make his second attempr some-

where near Marlow or Bisham, just
to avoeid our precautions. But Atkins
said no: and Atkins' experience was

worth much in such matters.
reach
of earching somebody worth robbing,
he saw, was the most frequented picee
of
ter dark Jhe might wait for hours with-
o
reach

the reeid-hedes. I agreed that AtKins
was rizht. and made all arrangements
for the <¢ancoe,well as for a  counle
of policemen with a double sculling

sKitr
ever Atkins sprang his ratule.

{and-hall story: or else. he found some

in
Quick: hand it over, this

his
and whiskers.”

revolver,
He pointed it full at me and eried, "No
was bland,

said.
“1Ip would have aroused the neizhbor-

ir is lonely

Elows=

I
wis coverine me with his revolver:; 1
reamembor,
too0, in a Canadian ¢anoe, whieh is not
the sort of place one wonld choose for

“Saeh
an outrage is a a disorace to our hoast-

of Parliament, and a good

i

loaded revolver at liis

The process is simplicity itself.

when he finds it
We debated where we shonld
My own idea wasx that the

Sy easy 2
llih-iI

Iivid-

The only

where the fellow conld be sure

water. At Marlow or Bisham, af-
Clivedden
p:lﬁ--:‘-':n_\'.

«Oover 1‘1‘

seelng

any one.  But on
there was always a
lie would need the

I:H.'-i;li,-'."-.

to be in waiting ¢lose by whn-

The masistirates lanched ar me. IV
You really suppose, Colonel,” one of
rhem =aid to me. “such things ecan

happen in England
preposterons. Old Symingron had hadd
quite mueh wias for Nim,
that’s the long and short of it: he lost
iz purse, and then invented this cock-

today? I eall it

as as ool

azrecable person who relieved him of
his ¢ash, aml he wanted to explain
the Tlittle mishap away, The tale’s not
worth dinvestigaring.”

However, 1 went on with my plans,
and set Atkins to work. Eight «davs
later. I had the laugh over the magis-
rates,

Two young ladies, dauzhters of Mr.

Tabor Evatr, the well-known stock-
broker. who hias a house on the river
near Quarry Woods, had gone down

towards Taplow Dbridge after dinner
in a =Kiff. bDoth of them pullingz. About
a quarter past nine they returned, and
just as they neared the larger island,
one of thew =aid jokingly to the other,
“1 hope Mr. Symingron’s higzhwayman
won't come out and eateh us!” Even
as she uttered the words, a Canadian
canoe appeared before them, darting
like a narrow out of a high reed-bed.
A man was in it, with very bushy,
black whiskers. He drew a revolver.

“Hush,” he  =aid, resolutely. *~If
either of you epeak one word, I will
fire. Mimd—1I have six cartridzes, and
I ean Kill you borh. Dwon't make the

slightes: noize: ke off your jewelry
amd your watches, and pull oar your
puirses and hanmnd them over to me. 1If
yvou delay one secomd. 1 shoot. Sharp’s

thie word. Fork over!”

The two girls were too terrified to
do anything but obey. They pulled
ounr rtheir purses, stripped off  their

ill'.‘l-"t‘ll‘?a‘ anid rings. and handed them
to the expectant hutHan., He
them withour a wordl.

“Now, mind.” e s3id, 1 go off, bui

HERRTES S

tank

I =hall wateh you from the reeds. I
you give any alarm  till yvou rea-h
Cookham, 1 fire: T'm a dead shot, and

I promise youn I won't miss yvou.”

He disappeared into the reeds., The
girls, terrified for a moment, sculled
on in silenee.  But as soon as thoy

reached the aopener part of the rixver,
beyvord the islands,  they recoverasd
Uheir nerve a little, and shonted alon.l.

“Help! help!  Murder! murder! Rob-
bers!™ at rhe top of their voices. The
Cliveden ferryvman heard them. bnt
before he could put out his bhoat, Atr-

king, wlio haid been hidden a little fur-
ther above the reeds close by, came
out with Lis canoe, erying, “What ©s
the marter, ladies? I am a deteetive,
amd T have a couple of policemen here.
Has anybady molested you?”

The girls told their story, and At-
Kins. wiih commendable speed. sprang
his rattle. and zot his two policemen
out from under the shelter of the bank
where they were waiting. Then le
took one of the wirls and a policeman
down one =ide of the islands, while
the other zirl and the second police-
man went down the other. In a quar-
ter of an hour he had communiecased
with the lock-keeners above and -
low, and had gathered together half-
a-dozen other men, with lights and
boats, to make a cordon round the reed
beds and the islands, while he bhad
some few selected boatmen thorouguly
search them.

This second outrage naturally arons-
ed a great deal of feeling on the river.
Ladies had been aceustomed to row
about freely alone, without fear of in-
terruption: and the unpleasant discov-
ery that they might be set upon and
robbed caused a most ddisagreeable
awakening for riverside households.
Mr. Talbor Evart himself offered a re-
ward of tive hundred pounds for who-
ever caught or exposed the robher,
and the county added another five hun-
dred. But for three or four weeks
nothing further was heard: and it be-
zam to be believed that the matter nad
blown_over.

At the end of that time. howeve-,

\"_\'lll'l)tlk
on her way np from the Bray Hospital

Voungest
a t.mid Girron girl, snarched the bas
of
and flung it
e
up
a ball. and recaught it as it fell, lifted
hig hat politely, and darted back round
the islamd

as
inz ventured to attack ladies in broad
davlight and on the apen river. “Seeuns
almost
me
voung lady was so very
e~
with
as to the reality of thelr =tory by tind-
ing

the bank just opposite the island. I

it in order to avoid suspicion in
he was overtaken.

name
letters.

highwayiman
at
heck was cashed

|ll'[>-|'fi\'l‘ ﬁll.rl'l 1'lllt'~i:
er,
xer: secondly, the point
hu‘]'
head
unfortunately, had spent the w

AWay on

I received information of another and
still more extraora.oary oumrage. Mrs,
Rerinalkl Wylhroc 2 of Bourne End s
an old lady nniversally respected on
the river: she takes the part of chiof

: ) ones rintrusted
that trump fip stories of sueh addven- |

I said, “we shall wateh it,
but not from the bank. You're the

almoner to the district, being
wealthy amd benevolent, and i<
with vhe charities of

both
often
other

| e i]_ilt'.

[ boat from Bray, rowed by her
nieces, both excellent oarswomen,
| When a curious episode happened. Mrs.

'vantage

two | fellow

had ealled Maidenhea d

at

iwhere <he had been visiting the in-
ntes of that pletaresque almshonse,
citl =he had cashed a cheek at o)
Lank for £60), as wax her want onee a
forinizht. She earried the amontutr u
eold in a small canvass bag.  Tae
river was deserted, as it was rainingz
Beaviy, aml few boats bhad vearer ~1
yat a0 the Inhospitable weather, Al
| as onece, at the corner near the «ccondd
man to do it. You know the river well. by, 0 4 Canadian canoe shot swirily
aml you manage a boat. We must|, oo the siream, amid the blinding
fighit the fellow with his own weab-1 o oon - ang g man with a back beard
ous—if there is any fellow, which is .I Ayt whiskers ralsed his hanl w..% 2
~ He uses a Canadinn | oo cin oo stare.
canve, He's right, of course; no boat “Not a word,” he =aid abraptly
i3 =0 molselesa: with none other ¢an|oayou know my bu<iness. If vou hinld
| you see so well ahead exacily where | o beae thar <ixty pounds in =old,
you are going, amd guide yourself <o) i 0t any trouble. you ean go on
yperfectly. You must have a Canadisan| ¢ove way unmolested.  Make 1 mo-
Caanoe: ‘[11'1'\'11'}1‘ t‘!‘;\'l'l]l'“ reach, anmld =ee 'll‘.l nrs ll;.‘lél_\' and 1 fire withott mer
wihether any such outrage is atteipt- 4 oo
ed azain.” ‘ o1 Mrs. Wybrook. whe is a det rmiaed
“ltowill be attempted azain, SINC g0 1ady of the ancient sehool, an Ad
Atkins said. decixively.  “You - may e widow,  answerad  promprly,
pount "l‘i‘”“ T'f’l"]’:‘} It ‘]h" ‘-“"'l"-"(; Ir”; with great spirit, =1 shall do pothing
e Teliow Wi LBIVEe fedai e H i B ety aaavde - ot vie tie
;4-;1]1 ill=:i1-:'9 a =trons andd \'i!ln['l)ll'.‘-? 11, f‘]‘ l't.';l;r-'- T:;l l:ll llll;;l:i_]“:_ll::l‘”]'\_-l-l It]l{:;: 11l

nivee, Miss Gladys Wybroos,
sovereigns from lher aunt's haad
frantically to the robber,
in one haud,
with careless

tossedl

caught it
im the air

i | L
..Ii‘l' halnt

f

aeain. AsS soon as he woas

cone the lLulies raised a shout, bt
no one heard them. They had almo=t
reached Cookham lock before they
came upon Atkins, padaling about
quietly in the discharge of his Jduty
amid the torrents of rawn which were
still falling slanrwise, .

Atkins was half incredulous at first

the possibility of the raseal has

{3 sald 10

like
afterwanrds,

hyvsteria, he
"---;pl--".;llll\' as= sl
much agita
returned down stream
soan satistied

But

them

he

and himse'f

the man's revolver flunz out on

had ol

e St

was ¢lear the robhber ool rid

Looking down into

the river close by again., Artkins also
discovered the canvass hag. an inerim-
nating ohject, at the bottom of jhe
<stream: there could be no doubting

had the banker=
in lezible

as it

identity,
printed on

its
its  =ide

{ ]

that ihe

alling

was now ¢convineed
mu<t have bwen o
Maidenhead when the
iinee he Kpew the
have hurried

Atkins
the bank ar

amounti., aml must up

the river surreptitiously in his canoe,
creeping close under the trees, hefore

Mrs. Wybrook's party. Thix guve fhe
first, revily-
Birmingham ma-
that the rob-
seen at Maiden-
Atkins himseIf,

hole of

the
which was hy a
have heen
evening.

must
that

ternoon around the Cookham loek. §is-

cussing probabilries and possible clies

with the lock-kKeeper and hig assistaut,
I will not weary vou with

the ae-

counts of the two or three subsequent
ountrazes (detalled In the dailly
of the wmoment), each taking place

ap <
at
the most npnexpected time. amd each
unfortunately so well planned 10 take
place In Atkin's absence that that as-
tute ofticer bezan to suspevt either his
policeman or the lock-keepers
ing in league with villain and gl
ingz him notive when wie detective
some other part

ol

of the river

It seemed now to be <¢lear that we
must take more active measures, and

must patrol the whole district of tne
Thames between Bray amd  Marlow
with a perfect cordon of policemen

While I and my brother. High on-
stable in the adjoining county, were

discussing the details of this
o as to adjust the expenses hetween
our respective rate-payers oh-
posite hanks are aceupied Ly
Bucks and Berks), an unexpected Jde-
velopment oceurred. 1 think 1 had
narrate it in the way it scemed
to me at the moment,

Sl mme

(for the

here

hest

Being anxious to watech for myself
the possibilities of such episodes o
curring in the evewning, 1 had strolled
out one nizmht throush the riverside

path (private) that threads the
of Taplow

gronnds

wurt and Cliveden. 1 had

almost reached the first islaml pear
the marble steps, when I saw in the
dusk a skiff rowed by two girls com-

ing slowly towards me. As it reached
the reed-Ded I was aware of some con-
motion. {(:azing through the gloom, 1
saw the very episode I was anxious to
see—a Canadian canoe glided sudden
ly ‘and noiselessly across the hows of
the row-hoat. [ rushed down to the
bank to note waat would happen. |
could make out the pirate raising his

hand with the revolver: 1 could hear
him cry, “Halt, there: your money!”
Next instant the most unexpected in-

cident took place. The girls, instead
of sereaming or turning away, rose up
resolutely in the boat, and seized the
man with great pluck. One of them
pointed a revolver in return; the other
wrenched the weapon fromm  the
wreteh’s hand. Then I saw that the
canoe wias upset, aml the assailant
was struggling for his life in the wa-
{er. A

I pulled off my coat and boots
swam across to help them

1ad

10 secure

him. As 1 approached one of the cirls
called out to me in a very mauish
volee, *Who are yon™”

“Col. Venable-Hughes” 1 answered,

“illﬁh Constable of the county.”

“Oh, yes, it's you, Colonel, i
voice answered; and | recosnized 't
was a man’s.  Next moment 1 knew
them—the two young Wybrooks, hroih-
ers of the nieces who haid }N.,.n cangsht
before: they were dressed up as girls
to deceive the pirate,

It was a capital ruse. But thev had
counted without their host; the rozune
was too much for them. Taking ad-
of the momentary diversion
created by my arrival on the seene, he
siddenly fhook himself free, ducked
under their arms wirth extraordinary
adidress, and swam boldly landward.
He tried to reach the Berkshire shors
oppo=ite.

“Head him. Colonel’ Head hi
Charlie Wybrook called ont,

is It!? e

n!”
seizing a

scull ;]Il'll getting forward. 1 swam
out again and headed him. But the
dived under the boat like a

dab-chiek, and came up near the ballk.:
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the field, a low

well, and

and my=elf,
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ubiqulitous

sStill, Charlle

hBad mounnted,

-t

unhurn, and

-

prarssandl s

through our

“give him chased

---1 .

NO. VS at Marxe

interposed in our path
umderstoomd
ously Intimate know!

We wmade and T30 p. m.,

Train leaves

followed him.

taken part

¢ would have handeuffs w

_ ol ar .0 &
means fall, ¢

) rail via Richmond

s come up

J. R KENLY
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shamiming, and might jump

Enmmnte i
WITH PULLMAN

<itehed lil!‘}' hours M

WEST AND MO

“The fellow N

s N more fre-;
of all thines on ear

LE-E

dy at such a minute, he has
handeufls!™

unsvspicelons
earth can |
However,

The rallroads

them for himself, Charlie™

! 2 J 1\..-& for (
and lay back resionedly . .

To make thin

SOUTHW
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other Informa!

Kept guard over thelr prisoner.

Asg for the hafle
1 his head
\The two Wybrooks sculled on a® fast acled, and his feer tie

Wreteh, he sat wish

d with the rope,
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