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be mo easy task for young men to
meet the government requirement as
to physical test «and wental ability.
Very muny more fail than succeed,
but still there are some who wmeet
every requirement and successfully
pass the ordeal.

Today Mr. Butler introdued a bill
graming an increase of pension do
Elias M, Lyneh, of Rutherford county,
of $i12; also a bill granting an in-
crease of pension of $12 to Jeremiah
Jackson, of Rutherford counity; also
a bill granting an increase of pension
of $12 ro William Flynn of Rutherford
commnmey.

Senator Pritchard introduced a bill
granting an homorable discharge to
Andrew H. Clemmons, formerly of
_ Fifth Regiment U, S. V
also a bill to pay James M, Howard
$40.000 for the rent of vhe marine rail-
way property in New ‘Bern during the
war: also a bill to correct the military
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record of Henry Butler: also a bill
[for the relief of E. B. Norville; also a
bill granting an increase of pension
to $24 per amonth to Merritt Young,
Company G, Thirteenth Tennessee
“Cavalry: also granting a pension to
James Edwards, Company 1, Third
Regiment North Carolina Mounted In-
fantry.
The the bill
of a

president has signed

aunthorizing the construction
bridge over Fishing creek.
Congressman 'White takes luncheon

where members and their wives andd
hundreds of hamdsomely dressed ladies
e, I'nder the rules of the House,
all members are equal, but 1t is notice-
able that none of his coMeagues from
North Carolina ever dine or
with him. He sis solimry and alone
ansd a rule has the whole large
room to himself. When he sits down
all others about seem to have a desire
to astertain the exact condition of the
weather outside of the capitol build-

ing.
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| THEATRE FRANCAIS BURNED
| T

|

Anarchists Supposed to Be Responsi=
ble—An Actress Perishes.

{ 'Paris, March 8 —The famons Thea-
tre Francais bas been destroyed by
fire,

The opinion grows among the pub-
lic that the conflagration was due to
the explosion of a bomb, for neither
the gas mor electrie lights were in use
at rthe time ¢he fire broke out. Fur-
rthermore, premeditation indicaved
(by the fadt that the iron screen could
‘not be worked and the fire extinguish-
ing appamtus was in disorder. Thurs-
day's matinees are chiefly attended by
rich persons, and this leads to the
!suppoﬁtionthu anarchists were at the
|bottom of the affair. 'Had the fire
‘occurred when the andience wads pres-
ent the loss of life would have been
| enOrmMous. It is believed that the
bomb had a time attachment set to
go off shortly after the eurtain was
raised, bt that it went off prema-
[turely.
| Mismanagement reigned supreme
during ¢he initial efforis 1o suppress
‘the fire. The engines either arrived
late or were found to be defective
tafter they had arrived.

An effort was made to prevent the
fact of MHe, Henriot’s death becoming
|known. This led to a false rumor thag
her body was that of another person.
Even when the body was identified
the officials declared that Mlle. IHen-
riot was only wounded. The actress’
face and chest were carbonized. Her
eyes were gone, but her hair and back
had not been touched by the tlames.
.'.\ chemise with her initials on it led
|to identification of the body. Mlle,
Henriot was a new recruit at the
| theaitre and she did not know the
| passages in the building. Her com-
.'p:lniou.ﬂ. male and female, hurriedly
Isaved themselves, She was momenta-
rily forgotten.

The papers blame the administration
for-its lack of precautions, and point
out the fearful consequences had the
fire happened two hours later,

Mile. Henriot's mother. is reported
to have become demented from grief,
| The =tatue of Voltaire in the theatre
'was destroyed.

S

SLEPT WITH A CORPSE

Killing a Negro Did Not Disturb the
Siunmber of Distiller McBee.

Columbia, March S8.—Pliney Hill, a
negro, was Kkilled by Luther McBee,
owner of a (Iis'?‘i}ler_v near Greenville,
Jast nightt. MdBee is a bachelor about
30 years old, and Hill ‘'was his servant
f;md lived in ‘lis house. Negroes report
|that MeBee and ‘Hill had words in the
Jrouse after dark abd that Hill said
he was mot afraid of MdBee. Shortly
‘afterwand a gun was fired. This morn-
ling the body of Hill was found in Mec-
Bee's room. MceBee slept late in the
room ‘with 'the compse. Then he rode
‘into town, visited his lawyers and sur-
'rendered to tihe sheriff.

An Expedition Miscarries,

New York, March 8.—The steamship
i()l.\'ulpﬁﬂl arrived his afterncon from
Port Limon, Cos'ta Rica. Captain Sel-
'ders, of the Olympia, said that a com-
pany of Costa TNRican soldlers, 'with
;wm.-aldmtble war materials and sup-
plies, left Port Limon about the 23th
‘of last month, de<tined for some place
on the Colorado River, which is the
dividing line between Costa Riea and
Nicaraguma. Instead of the sloop, which
‘was engaged to transport the soldiers,
steering for the Colorado River, #f was
headed, unknown to the soldiers on
board, for Greytown, Nicaraguw, where
it was turned over 'to the Nicaraguan
government. ¢ 43

Mr. J. § Jenkins of Pittsboro, cen-
sus Inspector for this-district is a vis-
ftor in the city,

lunch |

House Committee Agrees to
Senate Amendments,

TO HEAD OFF TRUSTS

Amendments Adopted Intended to Pre-
vent Combinations of Ship 0wner‘l
or Ship Bullders to Get the Liomn’s
Share of the Subsidy Money—Demo=
ocrats Oppose the Bill and Will Sub-
ml; a Mimorify Report,

Washington, March 8.—The House
Commiittee on Merchant Marine and
Fisheries held an extended session to-
day with a view to completing the
Shipping Subsidy bill, which has been
under consideration for some time, The
bill as originally introduced was taken
up. and served as a basis for action, a
number of amendments being made

ure proposed by Representa'tive Minor
of 'Wisconsin and some of his Repub-
lican associates. These amendments
have been incorporated in the main in
the Senate Dbill, so that the action of
the House commititee brings the two
houses in virtual agreement on the
form of the measure. The voting dis-
closed that the majority was united
in the plan of revising the bill.
(minority also acted together in general
opposition to the bill, with the excep-

tion of Mr. Chanler of New York, who
withvheld his vote, and Mr. Daly of
‘New Jersey, who was absent.

New amemndments, intended 1o pre-
vent the creation of a trust in .ship-
ping interests, were proposed by Rep-
resentative Stevens of Minnesota and
ledd to extended discussion.

By a wvote of 10 to 3 the bill was
finally ordered reported, and Represen-
tative Grosvenor, chairman of the com-
mittee, was autherized to submit the

results by saving the committee had
lagreed 1o the amendments in the Sen-
ate bill and also a few other amend-
ments. On the final vote all the Re-
publican members favored the bill as
amended, and all the Demoecrats op-

posed, except Mr. Chanler; who did not |

vote,

Mr. Stevens' anti-trust amendments
were agreed to. NRummed up by him,
they are as follows: *"That any vessel
or owner of a vessel entering a trust
to increase the price of export freights
or in restraint of . export trade =hall
cetase to draw compensation ander this
bill."”

The second provides substantially,
“that any combination or conspiracy
of shipyvards engaged in building wves-
sells for compensation under this act
is declared illegal, and upon proof of
combination or conspiracy of ship-
vards having a capacity of one-third
of the new tonnage of the United
States, the Secretary of the Treasury
is autborized to admit foreign Duilt
veasels ito take the place of new ves-
sels constructed under this act, ex-
cept that such new vessels shall not
enter the coastwise or lake trade.”

Another amendment agreed to which
is not in the Senate Dbill, reduces the
bounty o per cent annually after ten
years.

Mr., I'tzgerald of Massachusetts, the
apking Democrat of the committee,
offered a free ship amendment, which
was defeated, although all the Demo-
erats and Messps, Jones of ‘Washing-
ton and Fordney vored for it. Another
amendment by Mr. Flizgerald, giving
until 1901 for the ‘American registering
ol ships purchased abroad, was sup-
ported by 'the Democrats and Mr.
Jones, but was also defeated.

The Democrats of the committee will
submit a minority report opposing the
bill as reported.

AN ANCHOR TO WINDWARD

Canada Charged with Selfish Motives
in Sending Men to the War.

Iondon, March 8.—TL.ondon is amazed
and shocked by the suggestion con-
tained in the leading editorial of the
‘Westminster Gazette that much of
Canada’s loyalty in responding to the
call to the colonies for aid in sup-
pressing the Boers was due ito selfish-
ness and not wholly to patriotism.

The Westminster Gazette declares
boldly that Canada was eager to aid
the another - country only Dbecause

would place her under obligations to
support at all costs the Dominion’s de-
mand upon the United States for a
slice of ri¢h Alaskan territory.

THE QUEEN IN LONDON

Her Visit the ©ccasion for an Outburst
of Enthusiasm

London, March 8.—The Queen ar-
rived at Paddington Station from
Windsor at 12:30 p. m. today amd drove
to Buckingham Palace in an open car-
riage drawn by four bays. Vast crowds
lined the streets aleng the route and
Her Majesty was received with un-
bounded enthusiasm and prolonged
cheering. When the train arrived at
Paddington Station the Queen alighted
from the saloon car and although as-
sisted by her usual Indian attendants,
<he walked finmly to the wroyal ear-
riage. Her Majesty looked remark-

ably well. :
The Queen's

|

reception along the en-
1 x

along the lines of the substitute meas-|

The

report. Mr. Grosvenor snmned up the:

Canadians Delieved that such action

1 ‘{-'tﬁre route to Buck-mglmm Palace was
extremely hearty and affectionate.

Enormous crowds lined the streets and
cheeredwcontinuously, while the Queen
bowed amd smiled in response to the
-applawse of her subjects. Just as the
royal earriage 'went through the ga'tes
of Buckingham Palace the sun shone
for a moment. The great crowd out-
side cheered enthusiastically and then
sang {be national anthem and *“‘Rule
Britannia.”

The Queen left the palace at 4 o'clock
this afternoon and drove east to re-
cefive ford Mayor Newton at the Tem-
‘ple Steps of the Thames embankment.
The scene in the c¢ity during ithe
|Queen’s drive was similar to those on
Ifhor arrival. When the royval carrifage
reacled the Temple Steps Her Majesty
{was greeted with a voar of applause.
She was escorted by the Life Guards
and was ovelcomed by the Lord Mayor,
the sheriffs, and the aldermen, and the
commonwealth.

The T.ord Mayvor, who +wore the
crimson and ermine robes of his of-
fice, presented the pearldhandled city
sword of state to cthe Queen. Her
Majesty, in receiving it, said:

*1 nwish to thank you for all my city
has done.”

Tle Lord Mayor, in reply, said:

“Your words will ever be treasured
in ‘tlve hearts of your faithful citizens.”

Illineis State Convention Called.

Springfield, 111, March 8.—The Dem-
ocratic State committee met here yes-
Jrerday. 't cdalled whe State convention
{to meet in Springfield, June 26, and
passed a resolution of sympathy with
the Boeus.

Fall to Instant Death.
Charlotte, N. C., March S.—Special.—
Tom Kerns, a negro. broke his neck
early this morning by falling forty feer
from the top of the tramway at the
Charlotte oil and fertilizer works.
iDeath resulted instantly.

HORSE MEAT RATIONS

Horrors of the Situation in
" Beleaguered Mafeking.

GRIMLY STICKING IT OUT

Conditions Described as They Were

N,q?y Three Weeks Ago—Starvation

the Besieged in the Face—

- Slekness Rife 12 the Garrison—Chil-

dren’s Graveyard Filling Up—The
Cry of Despair.

composes @ considerable part of our
rations. There is little grumbling. The
first pinch of the siege is over and the
town has settled grimly to stick it out.
“What may be typhoid malaria has
broken out in the women's laager, and
dysentery, due to the absence of vege-
tables, is rife in the garrison. We are
thrown upon our own resources. Such
luxuries as we had are exhausted or
have been commandered for the hos-
pital®, which are filled to overflowing.
The ¢hildren's graveyard. close to the
woman's laager, grows weekly, as the
young lives are cut short prematurely
by shell and fevers We look with hope
deferred for relief.

The «¢heerfulness which was char-
acteristic of the early days of the
siege 'has almost deserted us, the men
preferning to remain at their posts
rather than move about and work up
an appetitie which cannot be satisfied.
The natives are in the worst plight.
Those who are.unable to work are al-
lowed a small handful of meal daily,
Many, braving the danger, wander
about the town 'with gaunt and hun-
gry faces im search of work, which
entitles them fto an extra ration of
meat. If 'they find work they are gen-
erally too weak to perform lt.

rom their advanced posts the ‘Boers
rake the streets and market square,
It 18 impossible to dodge their bul-
lets. We have taken remarkable pre-
caution, however, and the casualties,
'though heavy, are not nwhat they might
have been had less able men been at
the head of affairs.

Even the headquarters mess

fares

scantily. Like saints under the altar,
we cry, “‘How long, Oh Lord, how
{long?"’

Two hundred and ninety-two persons
‘have been killed, wounded or died of
dizease. The garrison is =o small that
it wonld be criminal to make its weak-
ness public, but there is never so much
as a whisper. If no one has suggested
the possibility of surrender, it is be-
cause we don't mean 10 get beaten, and
we are cheerfully enduring the hard-
ship of today rather than to make a
surrender in any degree possible to-
MO0 W.

l

Search for a Helpless Ship.

Norfolk, Va., March 8.—The revenue
service steamer Onondaga has again
smarted on her search for the Spanish
reteamship Minerva, which is some-
| where on the ocean with rtl'ty men
aboard and no coal. She is wholly
helpless, and marine men say that
her provisi®ns and water must have

‘given out during the weeks ithat have '

‘passed since her plight was first re-
porited by the British steamship Pa-
rana, which was parted from the Mj-
-nerva While towing her 10 a storm,

*

Mafeking, Feb. 19.—Horse meat now-

TAKEN BY SURPRISE

Boers Did Not Wait to Eat‘
Their Dinners.

BRITISH TAKE A KRUPP

Lord Roberts Reports Result of Wed-

ment of Losses—General White Says
He Regrets Nicholson’s Neck, but
Has" Nothing Eilse to Regret Boers
Said to Be Full of Enthusiasm,

London, March 8.—ILord Roberts tel-
egraphs that he has captured a Krupp
gun and a number of tents and wag-
ons. The geneml also announces that
General Clements has occuplied Now-
val's Pont. '

The following is the text of Lord
Roberts’ dispatch:

“Poplar Grove, March 8,—Two brig-
ades of cavalry, with horse antillery
and Kelley-Kenny’s division, marched
todday ten miles eastwanrd.

“The Boers were quite taken bhy
surprise yvesterday. They moved off
so hurriedly that chey left cooked din-
ners behind.,  We captured a Krupp
gun and seveml tents and wagons,

“The total casualties were: Killed.
Lieutenants Keswick and Frieslick;
wounded, Lieutenants Bailey of the
Twelfth Lancers and De Crespigny of
the Second Life Guards, both severely,
and Lieutenant Smith of the Shrop-
shires, who is believed to have been
picked up by a Boer ambulance. Two
men  were killed, forty-six were
wounded and one man is missing. -

“Gatacre reponts that he intends oc-
cupying Burghersdorp today.

“Repairs to the railways toward
boith -Stormberg and Strinsburg are be-
ing pushed.

“Clements now occuplies Norval's
Pont, on the south bank of Orange
river. The Dbridge was Dlown up
March 6, and the enemy are holding
the morth bank of the river, but not,
it is believed, in any great strength.”

JUST AS PLANNED

Flank Movement Compelled Boers to
‘Withdraw from Their Poslition.

Poplar Grove, Maréh 7.—2:30 pom.—
Vita Kimbenrley.—The Boers who were
holdingz position extending for ten
miles along ‘the kopjes amd ridges
spouth of Modder River, where stheyv
were carefully and skffully intrench-
ed, evacuated thelr ground afler a rfew
hours of desultory shelling, when they
caw K000 British cavalry and 42 guns
moving rapid!y south Dbetween them
and  wheir  reinforcemen'ts, without
wwhom it was impossile for them to
hold long their irregular pesicion. The
force that was dsolated between: Gen-
emal I'rench and the river probably did
not excead 5.000 men. The Balitish at-
tack worked exactly as it was planned,
and it resulted in ‘the British taking
over eighteen miles of Orange ree
State territory with small casuvalties.
The splendid weather improved the
roads, and this helped the success “of
the movement. .

The troops began to move Tuesday.
General Freneh recrossed the 1iver in
the afternoon and bivounackled in front
of Osfontein., At 3 o'clock ‘Wednesday
morning the dtroops moved south antd
marched for four milex, wWhen ‘they
resied uutil it ‘was daylight. Then the
march was resumed, the force moving

stward. The Boers from thelr south
pesition, on a group of kopjes called
the Seven Sisters, delivered an ‘inef-
fertual shrapnel fire, the cavalry turn-
ing Jfhrther south over a grassy ridge
to Kalfontein. From 'this place they
moved three miles east and then wheel-
ed north behipid thle Boens.

IMeanwhile, in response to ‘the shell-
ing from the kopjes, ‘'the artillery
dropped a few common shells into the
‘Boer laager at a range of 7,300 yands.
The laager ‘was located among the
Seven Sisters and the Batltish fire
brought out @ score of wagons and
some Torsemen, -helter-skelter north-
ward across the vidge. The mavy guns
at 9:30 a. m. hid given the signal for
the infantry ‘to advance. The ninth
divishon, under Gemeral Sir [H. E. Col-
ville, moved alogg the morth bank of
the river, and :ﬁhe seven'th division,
under General Tucker, moved along
the south bank, marching in parallel
lines. The Boers retreated before the
artillery fire.

WHITE SPEAKS BITTERLY

Late Commander at Ladysmith Dis-
tressed by Criticisms at Home

London. March 8—Winston Church-
ill telegraphs the substance of an in-
terview he bas had with Sir George
White, who commanded the Lady-
smith garrison. ‘General White said
he might have hekd out until April 2,
but ithis would have invelved the
death of most of the native popula-
tion by starvation of the sick from
want of nourishupent; then he would
have destroyed the stores and ammu-
nition, and all who were fit to crawl
tive miles would have sallied forth
to make a show of resistance and to’
avoid formal capitulation. He de-

| ¢lared that he had always begged Gen-

eral Buller not to hwrry the relief
operations, adding earnestly:
“It is not right ‘to charge me with

all the loss of life they inveolved.”
Mr, Churchill says General White

nesday’s Engagement with a State= |

.

spoke bitterly of home criticisms and

of attempts at the War Office to su-

Dersede him, attempits which General

‘Buller prevented from succeeding. In

conclusion, he explained: \

~ "I regret Nicholson’s Nek. Perhaps

it was rash, but it was the only

chance of striking a heavy blow. But’
[ regret mothing else., I would do

it all’ over again.” :

BOERS FULL OF COURAGRE

Reltz Says Their Fighting Spirict #
Suill Undaunted

Pretoria, Monday, March 5.—Secre-
tary of Smte Reitz has issued a way
bulletin, in which, after saying that the
government has not received official
itidings of the surrender of General
Cronje, but must aceept it as a fact,
however ‘painful, he adds: '

“The government remains assured
that the surrender will not discourage
the burghers in their defense of their
independence and standing as a na-
tion. The struggle thus far has shown
that the republics have vindicated
themselves as an independent people,
This reverse will not stagger us in
the struggle for our cherished rights,
Our belief remains ithat whatever hap-
pens, the Lord still reigns.

“Owing ito the invasion of the Free
Nmte by a large force of the enemy,
and other circumstances, it became
necessary to take up other positions;
hence whe burghers in Natal have re-
itired to Biggarsberg, All the com-
mandos have reached there safely ex-
cept a few who retired in the direc-
tion of Van Reenen's Pass.. Thus,
Ladysmith and Kimberley are no more
beseiged. In retiring, the enemy was
timne after time driven back, so that
our laagers were not cut off. In these
fights- a few men were Kkilled or
wounded, and ithe enemy lost heavily.

“In- épite of adl repoms, the spirit
of the: fighting men as to the autcome
remains unchanged. Among whe com-
mandos in“Natal the burghers are full
of courage. -

“Génerd]l De 'Wet now commands all
ithe dommandos at the Modder River.

“The president started yestenday
evening for Bloemfontgin to visit the
laager of the Free State.”

1t is understood that President Kru-
ger's visit to Bloemfontein was to try
to arrange a compromise of the differ-
ences between the Transvaal and Free
Staters,

Enthusiasm in Pretoria.

Pretoria, "via Lorenzo Marquez,
March 7—7 p. m.—A dispatch from
the Boer laager at Dordrecht, dated
March 5, says: :

“There was Sharp fighting foday, in
which the altacking forces 'were re-
pulsed. Two cannons and one Maxim
were capuared.”

Detatled accounts of General Cron= -

je's last stand hatve reached here and
are causing inmmnense entbusiasin,

DEATH DEALING LYDDITE

Boers Killed by Concussion Withoug
Wounds of Any Kind.

|

Durbamn, Natal, March 7.—Lieutenant
Anderton, who commanded a section
of the Natal naval volunteers at Lady-
smith, has arrived here, In the course
of an interview he said that towards
the close of the Pleter's Hill engage-
menit the maval guns threw Lyddite
shells on a kopje 2,500 yards distant.
When the place was evacuated by the
Boers he visited the trenches and
counved therein ninety<eight degd
Boers who had been kille«t hy the com-
cussion of the lyddite, not one of them
having a wound of any kind., Ideutem-
ant Anderton declared that the fumes
of the Ilyddite turned the hair and
Deards of the dead anen to a peculiar
greenigh hue, while the color of their
skin 'was a strange yellow. They were
unable to flee, having been paralyzed
by their fear of lyddite shells,

Overtures for Pcace Reponrted.

Rome, March S.—The Agenzia Li-
beria announces that the Italian consul
at Pretoria has relegraphed to his gov-
ernment ‘that President Kruger and
President Steyn are prepared to accept
peace on the basis of the status quo
ante-bellum and that they request ‘the
intervention of the powers to bring
about that end.

DEWET COUNSELS SILENCE

He Says Boers Should Not Upbraid
Cronjefor His Misfortune. ;

lLorenzo, - Marquez, March 8. —Pre-
toria newspapers state that Command-
ant DeWet's report announcing tbe
swrrender of General <Cronje recom-
mended the burghers not to upbraid
him, but to remain sileixt before the
Lord in ithiz hour of their trial. He
added:

“iLet us trust that God will strength-
en our officers and burghers and give
them a better conception of ‘their duty
to ‘Him and the government.”

The Standard and Diggers’ News of
Johannesburg, commenting on its an-
nouncement that the Transvaal dyna-
mite factory will be utilized for man-
ufacturing smokeless powder for the
burghers in the fleld, says: “T hus the
much abused faciory, the destruction
of which Chamberlain desired a year
ago, justifies s existence and the pres-
ident will reap 'the reward of his'’
sturdy maintenance of the factory de-
spite the opposition of the imperial-
ists and the Rhodesites. The "factory,
indeed, justifies President Kruger's
declaration that the dynamite monop~'
oly was the foundation of the state.”

- |

A German Officer Killed.
Bloemfontein, Natal, March 6—1 p
m.—via. Lorenzo Marquez.—Among | he,
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