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] It scemed as though the Kingdom of Woe
8ad pever been more '.lr-au--‘.'f_ an It was
in the summer n which Mu«
tallor. moved o 1AL Ccountry _As Le w
through the Forest of S ST

g roudded the Litle ywia of 1"
Ing willows brushed hls bronsz

ﬂ:’r.um?rfrﬁ o i

the dew lEke tears lingered en e petals

I the wousdiand Sowers, .

. Muchsiash rented a store 1o a guiet part 5
the wa F I"lalat 1id hupng ou slgn
“Cheorful Cl s for the Wo Cns
tomers were [few. Lownever, A
lagdiord higted that busipess wo »
ifihe sizn were “Garbs of Griel f Y J
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MOURNFUL MERTON WAS PO SiNG
Misemabile Muchslash kied i said
that & Wi 4 wus 1 t ) o W

= Waik £ In
A= e s 1 K = > b X
Nttle shop and saw eries rong
by his door he n cheer 0
1 r becoms He sang " i
4 chasing A 3 i
crossing b Z
He was ked gnon as such a «
| L 8 - I “a WE
peodl v -4 i i
CTeR CANe ID Aud Dad LIm TEake
to hear him taik. O ma i,
been | » Mondays, - 3
Muochsiash, zod was (hercbhy «
gestiop. He told others of Lis g !
and the fame of Mucbsiash, nol ou:y
i taiior. bu! also a3 g JTeal pd I
throughout the Eingdon it
Plaipt ordered more clothes i "
was & bapplier place in which o Uy
had bLeen since th coession of 1l T
king. who lived far away beyoud the k
of Sorrow
Muckslash ope day was gitticg on 1
beoca watlching a 8lew neXxl b goose .
stove when the Wisifol Witch e d ‘1
am glad.” sald the Witch, “that there is
cheerfu person this Kingdom of Wi
] shaill do myse!f the hovor of eatiang 3
inner

Of “Tﬂqebslasb.

took the sarvory food
with every sigao of
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handkerchiefs adorned with black ianitials,
they began to shed tears both bitter and

“Our aames,” sald the spokesman of the
pariy, who was very tall and thin. “are L.
2. Morse, A. Sorrow nod Great Grief, Coon-
clilors of State to His Most Sorrowful ,‘“.j'
<ty Megrim 111, King of Woe. 1 am Great

Grief. Barren of Joy.”’ 3 n
Great Grlef indicated the other LWO wit
wave of his hand, and they bowed. with a

politeness a8 profuse as thelr (RATS. .
“1 count It an honor, METTy gentiemen.
fd Muchslash, *“tha sovereign bas

t his l"._.]y::,‘l:::;r_‘ of State to visit the 1.1‘_':!1;

st of his subjects. Let us all pe thankful

it we¢ have arms and lwgs aund a good
gestion to walt on them.”

It is a sad world,”” sighed L

“Very," replied the honest Mu
i sadiron.”

our

ord Morse.
uchsiash. |

have just eaten my inst h
“Then you have, so o *P‘“k'.oqtpn.t .
~nose which has brought to you golden Store:
. a most

If by mAaking

Why, 1 surprise myst & ¢
cheerful sally of wit,” said the Barren ©
Jor.

gald R. E. Morse, *to find a
wld aiso be & cheer-
think. prothers in

“*1 wot pot,”™
great physicinan who we

s

fal wight. We may, | X
woe, acquaint Pr. Muchsiash with the na-
ture of our busioess.”

ted I\!“'.h.—_ff\p:h‘ with

pli erent p'gg_\-.-&h:i.an.

1 did not Enow,’

a rare smile, “that | wasa g \
I've been ‘,;r_;a}- doctoring bagey knces ani

padding sheulders for a good magy years.
You may call me a p;-}'r-l"‘-iln if you like.
From what particuiat brand of mMisery '1‘1
wu suffer? Have jou stitches In Fout

“The need of our king.™ replied the taliest
£ the sorrowful men, *'is greater than ours.
uls birth he has never smiied. and we
fear that uniess he docs so he will die 10
sorrow. We heard of you aupd have come 1o
yek vour mighty aid.”
*Has he. then, no jester?’ asked T\luf‘hA
<'ash. ““Who ever heard of a king without
a dwarf in cap and belis?" _ .
“Alas!" replied the Chief Councillor. ht,‘
has a clown named Mournful Merton. who Is
the saddest subject in all his realm.” )
I eopine, then, merry £f ntlemen,”” replied
chslash, *“that it were Wt 11 1 should first
minister to the jesier. Come, let us hle as
as need be. Ialso think that 1 am
:I. I;k::,,; as becomes A person who 1‘.'.'1:_-'- been
to Interfere in affalrs of stale. ‘
able M uchsiash rose
g himsell in his
ning his shin-
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called

Whereupon the venerabi
from his heneh, and, wrappio
blue ehinchilla cloak and don
ing beaver hat, took his magic <hears and

went with the three Councillors nf the avn-
ruler of the

sust monarch. Megrim 111,
Kingdnm of Woe,

ar food nnd drink,

He stopped at taverns f
hromght tears of

i told storles which
yuehter to the cheeks of all who heard him.
11 danced with milkmaids and playrd hop-

and girls, and when
the gates of the Castle
ing of Woe, Ioth

tech with boys At
ast bte arrived nt

Iine, where dwell the K
and his foilowers were in hilarious mond
The tailor was ghown into the thron®
~nom of the castle, where =at the vouthful
K ug At the feet of the ruler was a dachs-
huud with watery eres, aud or the back

¢ his chalr sat a parrol. which incessantly
red the words: “Ratile his bones over
he's only a pauper whom no-
Lody owns.”” On a carpel & few yards from

‘royal presence stod a sad-faced clown
who was poizing himself on 2 horizontal bat.
sald Mournful Merton,

the stones;

“Your Mnjesty.”

{1 =00 w3 gerohat, “hefore you let this
T ~tain vou 1 wish to have you see
most side-splitling feat.””

Wherenpon Mournful Merton lonked at the

‘dipg which ran along s frieze of the
chilly roctn and slow!y balanced himself.

‘st upon -\"_-!‘.:" ericd the I\’l"ﬂ. {u a rage.
“Ilow dare you make so pitifol a spectacie?
T, the gihbet with yon! Nol Walt! You
mev as well have a companiod. TLis tallor
shall go with you unless L makes you grin
from chin to ear.”

1 am fond of sorrow more than life."”
roniled the mournful Merton, *‘and T dn not
fv¢! at nll cut up over the prospect of =oing
t he headsman's hloek. If ever I had cause

to weep I have It now.’

Meorton buried his face In his trembling
anid zreat salt tears welled hetween
nd fell npon his bluck raiment.
| Aluchsiash waved the new shears about hils

Lands

iils ingers n

head and smiled.
“Waoe,” he sald, “Is not my specialty, and
s far as belng put to death {8 concerned, |

] matter serions thoueght

ve never given tl
I eomld make n Sphinx answer questions
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Every boy at ome time of his lfe fine
light In whittilng., #nd although bis
b of the bariow variely. du.l and ;:
t;, Is Dappy if I1s POssCeE r
Many very [nteresting i 3
€3 e wade with A ‘ g0 f?
pit i b fden 11
a1l & 2 eTatio ]
L i ; Bl L0t r ot r
ard ' * s
fa I o v
| e Rer ) » * a £a
asd muny at N lin t
jine is & f w o 1 will i (|
tan-Yy t I « with, bu: 1t !

&'y 1 lf8ln the ¢ (q accuiacy aud the hand
) Th JtL In the hox boy is made from 4
plece of pine, longer than its breadth. The

design she t‘..I\ e marked ont firs: with »
penc A little judiclous colering will add
ta the toy.
Mhe Indian rattie, when fastened at its
- I.- : .-H["k end shaken, witl muke a
e :: l-‘lurlrl'l‘-thlig ;mlrstu not unlike tire whire
«f a rattiesnake. n the o!den days the
3 of - s“
| were unr-:- rut out of soapstone and wond by
! It ._i-:n: chlldren. Many have bieen foond.
! The chaln, of course, we all knaow, 2n@ it

Is an execllent test of patlence,

to a

kets of thelr slashed donhiris lace .

about Lis past with a smile, and as a niaker
of mirth T have no equal, for I have made
the mwotley garb of a thousand clowus.”

state,

! :::f‘;lr::_’:; .whlr‘h he said as a tallor he

ht‘t‘m: liw 1 fo 'b.l' n}:h]r eout of whoie cloth,
lut('amr “"-u;«r.._\ tale prc-'(-m‘d\'d the sadder
it ace of the King and the more

eyes of the mournful and acrobatie clown.

t.‘uhm- found a little cove rununiog into the
aud and a great swell coming in from sea
when he went to Lis desert issand did in no
“-.j_;; iend o wake Mogrim 4 mwertier mon-
arei.

snichersnee
waitiug fu:l the word of command to sever
the hicad of Muchsiash from bis body

laugh, “"thatl it is time for our friend Merton
to show seome sigo of cheerfu.uess
werry occasion.™ on s

the air and told Merton
gontal bar.
aiong the bar on which Merton rested

shears
c¢lown and then fashed the blades along the
molding and through the neck of the sour-
fared acrahnat

have made Merton smlile.”

*Tell him a story,” sald the counciliors of

Muchslagh ~slated them the marvelous ad-

the gleam of hate Iln the balefm

Eveun the cheerful story of bow Kobinson

The chief executioner came In with a

ahkd poised thal great sword,

it seeimns o me,  saiud the taiwor, with a

Muchslash waved his magle shears through
: B to mount the hori-
The joliy talior passed the shears

a half circle with the shining
the clasped hands of the

made
around

He

exclalmed the court.
said Muchslash, “*that 1

*Wenderfull™
«] rather

thilnk,"™

he did will be told in the next

How

80

|_"!1.I117"f‘. and If there Is anybody who wouid
like to know before that he must study it

| out for bimself.

| of insects al
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spring water,”” says the toad, “‘even If all
the dear littie fiies are out of season DOW,
apd. ipdeed, if he omits his drink, from
cholee or necessity, many times he hecomes
parched, then his throat ratties a bit, and
ke dries up like a leaf or a rose petal In «
bot sun. So you may be sure he selects
damp corner to pass the winter In, and of_ al
the winter apartments that a toad may finy
to chonse from, the deep underground cellat
is the finest. These are psually overcrowded,
and, of conrse, rents go up In consequence.
The only trouble is, It Is bard to gel to s.eep
tn such a crowded place, and if you don’l
sleep, you freeze, unless the ceilar has A
furnace in It or is uear anothertbat has,
Those unfortunate hoptoads that are somr
distance from protecting rocks and cellars
have a way of gettinz under a decp plle of
leaves or sticks and then digging out i hole
in the <oft mould beneath. 'Thus they form
a comfortabie bed, with sheets made of dead
ferns and a coverllid of leaves and sticks.
The frogs, who are weil represented in our
woods avd marshes and vary in size from
the tiny tree frog one inch long to bulifrogs
elght times as large, bave been the inpDocent
cause of much mystery and snperstition.
Did you ever §¢e a summer shower of rrug-:’_-
well, there are persons who stoutly
qssert that they have seen froes full from 2
eloud by thousands! I will explain how that
later. Then there are pumerous
ctory tellers who assure you they have found
trogs inside of hard pebbles which are cer
tainly 2,000 years old. One man evbo tried
putting frogs into stone, but of course
that (did not sueceed. No, the truth is a frog
mnst eat, drink and Lreath like any other
ereature, and while 1 chall ‘not deny the
gtories, you must not think for a moment
they are possible, There are always expla-

|

Winter Quarters For The
Animals.

THE FROG AND THE TOAD.

BY W. 8. WALLACE.

Who has rot seen a hoptoad and crled out:

“Hop, hop, hoptoad; hop, hop awary.
Shou!d a hoptoad cross your path,
You mnu=t neither look nor laugh,

Lest bad luck end the day.”

He l2 a trne and tried friend, != the ngly
but gsmiable little beast whose broad, af-
fable countenance, supported on two intoed
bowlegs, is a familiar sighit on warm, damp
evenings In summertime.

He has a cousin of even more grotesgue
appearance. This toad, knoww as the spade-
footed load, or *‘digger tvad,” is the happy
possessor of two hind feet, both of which
are provided with a shovel to dig with. He
is very joyous and bis throat is fitted out
voice loud that it prodoces

with a BU

wsonads equul (o ap cidipary steam whes-
te.” imagive a marsh coucert of digger
LenGs]

These toads, while having s splendid feast
i summier, do 20t epjoy Christ-
mes time very much, They Lave no beavy
fur ovelcodts or frather uisters, and must
Lunt ofit a corner in & celldd or a crevice In
the socks and roll themselves into a bali of
shavings, paper or earth. Cold comforl, yet
there is conso.ation, too, in the thought that
their arch cnemy, the pufll auuer, or biow
spake, is in a simi.ar predicament and has
trozbies of his own. luo the coud days of Uc-
tolrer o hoptoad may sit up and stare a snake
out of counlenance, whereas duling summer-
time all toads go about with a hauuting fear
of finding themseives in & snake’s stomach
belore tuey are mueh older

But the digger toad is safe at any tlme,
sor bhe lives beneath the surface, as g rule,
dlggleg out a bulTtow and haviepg a good
jqugh at the spakes ail the time. In win-
ter he just buries Limselfl apd curis up fo a
s.eepy ball, Lnu\\'ll'g that Jack 1“!‘()5[ has
dtt.e chanee of freeziog him. BSometimes,
however, be npever wakes up, for a severe
frown ou the part of Juck Frost freezes the
carth soiid for a foot er more dowm when
there is conzlderable water present,

Then there is the consideration of drink.
No creature can siknd to lose its daily drink
even if it goes weeks without food. . *'1 mug;
bave @y morulng Jraught of sparkling

|
|
|

pations of such things, and (hey all depend
on the habits frogs have of creeping into
holes at the approach of cold weather.

The little white-throated tree frog, who,
when he sits on a tree, flattenesd azainst
gray linchen, becomes gray, while In the

is green nr gray

green gras<ses helow he
zreen, is a most unsatisfactory and anvoying

| fiizhts of peetles and May fies.

| eggs

[ and are hopping towarsd the sunshine.
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HoLL DAY, -

This {s the sallor Wiilie saw, :
He skims the main when weather's rTaw.
His bark is called the Mary Jane,
And sails in sunsbine and ia rain.

singer. Very often he will creep into a
house and get between the rafters, where
his *‘peep,” peep”’ rings shrilly through the

When he cannot enjoy a

rooms all winter.
willer opeu-cyed 1D a wulze lie gues Lo saeeD
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Mi. Didcasaube Ue L2 Iuchy, iudeed,
fue Uil vl Lue pudd,
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Culililg wvid.

Luw
ot pres

fue LDULLIVE,
Wil s Sluad dispuselivll, liligr, ildicivie
eyes aid deep voicy, 1s teltulate il UL wuy.
jie ls geluerdily ducu Wwo bkge lor auyLuing
L0 ludBe 0 edi oL, Liess 1L be Al auigalur
or u lupg:y country buf. There are nol
ANy foguiuls Wl il otod New 20k, Duw-
ever. and a guick dive defeidls the elduits of
the boys. As the grasses bocome dry nnd
(e ledves fall from Loe trees, Lhe busilivyd
prepares for winter. This couslsts lu cagluyg
as much as he possibly can, and becomiug
1y, pedvy and soepy. buelole the mud Lus
pecome too hard to dig ln the bulifrogs—and,
following their exawpie, all the olher water
frogs—bury themseives in the soft mud al
.he bottom ot the pouds or along the cdges,
where the lack of air does not scem Lo
trouble them. Perlaps the oldest frog hyp-
notiges the others, and then tells them they
are hr a warm bued of softest mud aud are
all asleep. Perhaps he sings them to sieep
with his meledious “honk-onk-onk."

The wooid frog, which yon meet in the
damp, swampy woods and recognlze by his
copper-colored band an each check, isa very
He does not llke deep water, nor
does he like dry land. “gplits the Qif
ference’” by living in a marsh. Now lu
not so foolbardy a feilow as kis aquatie rela
tives of the pond, and when winter comes he
does not ran the risk of drowning or of hav-
ing to walt in the spring thne for the lce to
thaw away. No, he takes a header™ only
into the nearest soft spot, beneath a *‘tus-
of grasses, and very often ereeps inte
which is a very bold and risky
proceeding. However, the average wood
fror survives until snmmer time and the
joy of living again retnrns, when he Is usu-
aily first out, peeping away long before the
snakes or turtles Lave opened thelr eyes
or so much as vawned.

And now to return to the toad. Hels also
about early in spring time, ready for the
The toad’ s
are laitin the damp ecorners of éeliars
ar In rocky places, antd in a few weeks many
thonsands of'tiny little toads have been born

: As
duwp woenther hasfens their growth, they
usually appenr on clondy davs, and the first
hit of sunlight calls out an army of tiny
popping toads. These cover sldewalks and
czavrdens, and give rise to storles of *showers
nf toads.” .

wise frog,
&n he

Is

sock™
a snake hole,
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