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McEnery on the Franchise Laws of
the Southern States.

THE GRANDFATHER GLAUSE IN LOUISIANA

No Complaint Made by Any Party in Louisiana Against the

~

Suffrage Amendment—I|t

Is Working So Satisfactorily

That Republican State Committeemen Are Trying to
Claim Credit for Its Passage. |

'Washington, Jan. 23.—Special.—Sen-
ator McEnery of Louisiana delivered
a strong speech today in defense of
the white people of North Carolina.

Mr, McEenry said:

Mr. President, the solution of the
race question in the United States is
one of the most serious problems that
ever confronted a nation. 1t is con-
tined to no locality. Every State is
affected by it. The social, politieal
and industrial welfare of the South
bhave influences on other sections of
the country. We are but on the
threshold. No mnan can predict what
is beyond. ‘So far the best intellects
of ‘the South have endeavored to find
gome remedy to make the South pros-
perous, notwithstanding the presence

of a vast number of ignorant blacks,!
lear and|

10 im:llie her social position ¢
defined in the separation of the races,
and to place Ter on a political basis

that Will insure stability to her insti-|

tutions; make the ballot box the sacred
depository of the liberties of the peo-
ple instead of the charnel house where
under negro domination they were as-
sassinated; to prevent them by means
of the ballot and superior numbers
from dgain getting conitrol of the ‘State
and inaugurating the era of terroism

and corruption which prevailed under

this government from 1868 to 1877.
The recolleetion of ‘that period is
like a hell-born dream, and one is
almost unnerved at ‘the mention.
is the darkest and most shameful pe-
riod in the history of the human race.
The owonder now is that by ‘force it

wWas not sooner temninated by an out-'

raged people.

Annul the legislation of TLouisiana
which has for its sole object lthe ad-
vancementof both races, the progress
of the State socially, politically and
industrially, and inaugurate again mne-
gro domination in that State, the
. tragic period of 1876 will be re-enact-
ed. The white Republicans of.Louls-
iapa make no complaint against the
provisions of the present constitution
regarding suffrage. The more intelli-
gent negroes accept it as a wise settle-
ment of the guestion of suffrage. The
ignorant as the negro race are indif-
ferent about it, as they have long
ceased to have any political affiliations
except those which were momentarily
created by the purchase of their vote.

There never has been any disposi-
tion on the part «f the people of lLou-
isiana to deprive the megro of any of
his political or civil rights. There has
been and will eontinue 'to He determin-
ation, fixed and wmalterable, to deny
him social privileges on equality with
the white, to prohibit him from as-
piring to an equality in social life;
which nature forbids.

Very recenitly the so-called National
Republican party in TLouisiana held a
meeting of its executive committee.
The chairman, H. P. Herwig, of the
regular Republican patty of Louisiana,
was present and eveidently the con-
trolling influence in shaping the pro-
ceedings of the National Republicans.
There was a combine made between
the ibwo ovrganizations. The following
resolution 'was adopted:

“Resolved, That all Republicans, and
alll other persons who are qualified as
electors under the constitution = and
laws of this State, without distinction
as to race, color, religion, nativity or
former political affiliation, who con-
domn the usurpation of 1896, who fa-
vor free, fTair and honest elections.
who believe in the selection by the
people of their registrars of voters and
of all other election officers, and who
desire to strip the executive of lthe
power to dictate to and control,
through his appointees, all conven-
tions, registrations and elections, are
invited to participate in the seledtion
of delegates to 'the convention whick
is called by this committee.”

The following agreement was enier-
ed into betiween the two organizations:

“Iit is agreed between P. F. Herwig.
chairman of the State Repulfican
Committee of 'the State of Louisiana,
and W. E. Howell, chairman of the
State Republican Committee of the
State of Louisiana, that there »911:}11
be a joint ¢all issued by the commit-
tees, presided over by the said Her-
wig and Howell, for a primary elec-
tion to elect delegates to a ‘State con-
vention to be held at a time and place
to be agreed on, say, not later than the

of February, 1900, for the pur-
pose of mominating a Republican State
ticket and for delegates at large to the
National Republican Convention called
to meet at hiladelphia on the 20th
day of June, 1900.

“All Republican qualified - electors
under the constitution,and laws of
Louisiana shall be entitled to partcl-
pate in said primary.

“Rules and regulations for the con-
duat of said primary to be agreed on
by a committee of fivé from each
mrt.‘r. .

“Phe said Herwig and Howell obli-
gate themselves to appoint a commit-
tee of thelr respective committees to
report to their respective State com-
mitiees the means adopted to carry
out the purposes aforesaid.

“The object and punpose of this
agreement is to harmonize all party
differences and to present a united
front to the common enemy and build
wp -a strong Republican party in’ this
State. : T

“Final acdtion on the. agreement 18 10

be had by the respective State com-
miftees.
“P. 'F. HERWIG, /Chairman,
“W. E. HOWELL, Chairman.
“New Orleams, January 6, 1900.”
No complaint nwwvas wnade of the suf-
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frage article in the comstitution of
Louisiana. Tt was, in fact, approved.
One wmember of the committee went
so far as to claim that the Republi-
can party of Lounisiana was responsi-
ble for the suffrage clause, as it had
forced the Democrats to adopt it, and
that the Democrats had mno right ito
claim credit for it.

From the day that the megro was
enfranchised and negro domination
I-prevai'vled in the State until 1876, when
(¥ was~overthrown, there was an era
of corrupltion, vice and tyra nny anot

equaled in any age. Congressional in-
|'vestigation and reports prove this. As
an intial step to this corrupt era the
Freedman’s ‘Bureau ‘was organized.
,The megro was made to believe that
he was under the special protection
(of 'the government and its army, and
ithat the white man was his inferior,
and that any personal grievance he
had '‘would at once be righted by the
burean and the offending white man
who dared to insult him would be
summarily punished. This too  often
happened on the unsupported testi-
mony of some negro who imagined he
.was offended and his new-born [iberty
sligh'ted,

The bureauw agent exacted £rom
every planter a large sum of money
| for the privilege of employing negroes,
Teaching in some instances, to my
personal knowledge, the sum of fif-
teen hundred dollars for the year. Ne-
groes became justices of the peace,
constables, sheriffs, legislators, 'State
officials, lieutenant governor, generals,
of the millitia. Even the high office
of governor was awarded ito him.
They were ignorant, insolent, and op-
pressive, and corrupt beyond mention,
The State debt in elght years in-
creased from four to fitfy million dol-
lars. They were police jurors in par-
ishes and councilmen m the towns and
cities. All parochial and muniecipal
indebtedness increased in the same
proportion that the State debt had
increased., The State expenses alone
went to $19,000,000 a year, when the
legitimate . expenses ought ¢o thave
been then, as now, one and a quarter
million of dollars.

It Is well known that laws were en-
acted during recess. They were pro-
mulgated after the adjournment of
the legislasure as having been passed
-when they never were presented to
that body. The journals were fraud-
ulently mamipulated in order to show
that they went through the regular
course of legislation. The courts as
a rule were corrupt. Negro jurers
were impaneled, and no white man
had an opportunity in criminal cases
for a fair trial.

A drunken judge on the United
States bench at midnight signed aa
order organizing the legislature of
the State, and no member ‘was pet-
mitted to enter the state house with-
out a permit signed by the United
States marshal. Peolling places were
before dawn taken possession of by
negroes, who stood in long lines, and
it was with great difficulty and ‘*hu-
miliation that a white man could
vote. White men under arrest for
some fancied wrong were brought to
the polls under a guard of United
States soldiers to encourage, edify
and amuse”the negro voters. "The en-
tire State was a military camp, and
United States troops were almost daily
employed as political agents. Detach-
ments were furnished sheriffs and
constables to make arrests on war-
rants issued by courts of record and
justices of the peace. The parties'in
many instances were turned over to
the military authorities and, under
the pretense of a rescue, kept under
a military guard. United States mar-
shals forged Dy the hundreds the
names of United States commission-
ers to warrants, and arrested with
United States cavalry the mmost re-
spectable citizens on fictitious charges
and placed them in irons’and con-
fined them in loathsome dumgeons.

The Republican Representative
from the Tifth Congressional district
of Louisana had the boldmess to pub-
lish in a Republican paper called the
Intelligencer, in order to give him
greater power over the negroes, that
these troops had been furnished at his
request, on the requisition of the At-
tornev General of the United States,
for the sole purpose of keeping the Re-
publicans in power. People lived in
terror. ‘Bvery man went armed, ex-
pecting an attack at any anoment from
the negroes. It was the pastime of
drunken negroes riding along the
roads to fire into dwelling houses.
Prior to an election they became more
turbulent. The people could no longer
stand such a condition of affairs. For
some months prior to the Presidential
election of 1876 they became unusual-
ly wiolent and unruly.

The consequence was that the in-
dignation of the’ people broke into
ifierce energy and overthrew the megro-
carpetbag domination. At its end the
State was in a pitiable condition. Tax
collectors had stolen the collections
they had made. The State Treasury
had been looted and - the auditor's
books made way with in order to pre-
vent prosecution. Levees which 'had
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been built for $§1 per square yard,
when they ought not to have cost
more tham 19 to 21 cents per square
yard, were found to be full of barrels
in order to give them bulk. State cred-
it nvas at the lowest ebb; warrants on
the State treasury went begging on
Carondelet street at 20 cents on the
dollar, State bonds at 50 cents on the
dollar. Demoralization and distrust
were everyvwhere.

Under white rule ™“.e State recovar-
ed rapidly. Levees have been rebuilt;
bonds have gone above par. The State
treasury is full; warrants are at once
cashed. Schools are prosperous for
both :white and colored. Peace pre-
vails everywhere. The whites and ne-
groes are on cordial terms. (Crinde has
decreased; courts speedily and impar-
tially administer justice. Officers are
competent, careful, honest, and dili-
gent. White immigrants from the
West have come to Louisiana in large
numbers since the overthrow of negro
domination. Except the corrupt and
adventurous carpetbagger, none ven-
tured -there before that time. The
people of Louisiana have been watch-
ful that there be no return to that era
of debamchery and crime which I have
described. Omnly one ®erious attempt
has been to go back to it. The megroes
were massed as they were in 1868
1876, but the energy of ithe white peo-
ple prevented this attempt to go back
to that perfod; and so they will ever
prevent it. No reasonable or intelli-
gent man can find fault with them for
this determination. _

1t has been an absorbing question
with the people of Louisiana to regu-
late the suffrage so as to eliminate the
ignorant megro vote as well as ignor-
ant white man who has no conception
of our form of government. The reg-
ulation of the suffrage in the present
constitution does mot alone affect the
negro. Tt affects a large number in
New Orleans who have emigrated to
the State since the civil war. The ¢ n-
troling motive in the adoption of the
constitutional provision was to elim-
inate an impersonal mass f{rom. the
electomate—a mass that exists in all
large cities as well as in tthe fields of
Louisiana. Tt is a dangerous power,
one which has been a potent factor in
the overthrow of governments and the
destruction of nations. Its elimina-
tion from electgral power is the surest
means of preserving republican gov-
ernment. It is corrupt. It is unreason-
ing. It bas no intelligence. It has no
thought. It is a dead weight, and is
moved by an external force. It has no
personality, no individuality. It falls
under the power and dominion of one
man or a faction, and is moved irre-
sistibly in a course that a directing
will orders.

The bestowal of political power upon
mere numbers—the impersonal mass—
cannot be justified. Tt is not the gov-
ernment of a free people. It will de-
velop into absolutism. The exclusion
of this impersonal mass is therefore
no violation of any representative law.
Its inclusion in «¢he electorate is the
degradation of the whole.

“The multitude is everywhere dan-
gerous to the State, but the bestowal
of power upon it is to place the arms
of her arsenals in the hands of the
blind. It is the unreason of the State
when it ecalls upon ignorance, vice
and c¢rime to determine its career.”

Mhe writer from whom the above
quotation is taken says?

“The object of every political con-
stitution is to exclude this element—
that the impersonal mass—from
authority in the State. The reference
of power to its subjects the onganiza-
tion of society to brutal foree, while
the whole effort of civilization has
been to wrest it from the blind and
unthinking sway.”

Demovcratic government is a répre-
sentation of a person by a person, and
not an inert mmss by a person. Every
eleetor has a personality which finds
representation in the government.

In the verny able and interesting ad-
dress recently made Defore the Senate
by the Wdistinguished junior Senator
from Indiana he attempted to show
that the Filipinos were incapable of
self-government. He read many state-
ments from intelligent men residing
among them, showing that if they had
the right to vote they would vote ac-
cording to the 'will of a leader or of
their employers. They have no will
of their own, no individuality. no per-
sonality, and are an impersonal inass.
The views entertainew by a the dis
The views entertained by the distin-
ouished Senator are those of a major-
itgg) of Republican Senators in this
Chamber, and, 1 presume, of the Sen-
ator from North Carolina, who offered
the resolution,

If a people is incapable of self-gov-
ernment it is not entitled to be in-
trusted with electoral power. This
is self-evident. The desecription of
the' PFilipinos is exactly that of the
negro race in Louisiana. They tried
the experiment of government and
made a great failure. While some of
the authorities quoted by the Sena-
tor from Tndiana say the Filipino
might be intrusted with municipal
government under restrictions, the
negro experiment in Louisiana show-
ed that the negro was unsafe when
in charge of the municipalities of
Louisiana. Why, then, do some of
the Republicans insist upon inflicting
upon Louisiana and North Carolina a
governmemt that they 'will not toler-
ate in. the newly acquired territories?
If it is to secure the megro vote for
the Republican party, they -will not
succeed, unless you withdraw a part
of the army from the Philippines and
again make a military camp of the
entire Shate.

Review the history of negro suffrage
in Louisiana. When first exercised
by the megro, he fell under the power
of the carpetsbagger. The entire ne-|
gro vote ‘was moved by one influence;
it 'was one aggregation. It was kept
solid by continuous, unremitting at-
tention, by promises of land and |
mules, by threats of a return to slav-
ery, by promises of social equality

is,

cording to the views of the proprietor!
that the presence of the negro at the
polls was dispensed 'with. In the|
cities and towns, where they were,
not employed in large nmumbers by |
any one person, they soon learned the
money wvalue of their wvotes, and
through a chosen leader would sell
to the highest bidder.

The Republican party existed only|
in mame, composed of a few stragglers|
in New Orleans who kept up a sim-|
ulated organization for the purpose|
of sending delegares to the Republican
national convention. It is only since
the regulation of the suffrage that
the party begins to show some vimli-!
ty, by attracting to it some intelli-|
gent and respectable white citizens
and negroes who have sutticient intelli-|
gence and respectability to exercise|
the right of suffrage. Old time but
respectable Republicans and Demo-
crats and the more intelligent of the
negroes demanded a ¢hange in our po-
Titical conditions and a reformation |
of the suffrage. The members of the
comvention which adopted the consti-|
tution of 1898 were able and conscien-
tious. They were confronted with a
serious problem, and, in my opinion,|
they solved it. The suffrage article|
of the constitution provides that ev-|
ery male citizen 21 years of age, a|
bona fide resident of the State for|
two years of the parish one year and!
of the precinet six months, shall be|
entitled to vote if he can read and|
write, or if he own property, real or|
personal, assessed to him to thel
amount of $300. The qualification to |
read and write is tested by the ability
n-f_ the voter to fill out the blank ap-
plication to register, which is as fol-
lorws:

I am a citizen of the State of Lou-!
isiana. My name is ) [|
was born in the State (or county) of

—, parish (or county of
on the — day of ——
—. I am now — years, — months
and days of age. have resided
in this State since —, in this parish|
sinee and in precinet No. —,/
of wward No. —, of this parish, since
—, and_ I am not disfranchised by!
any provision of the constitution of
this State.

.'l‘his test is simple enough.
-1_1.-:1’1'311::'}1isem'--?nt has reference to ar-|
ticle 202, +hich enumerates the|
rauses to be conviction of erime ﬂ]f"
punisbment of which is imprisnnm@ntl
at llmrsl labor, inmates of C'l}:l!'if:‘lh]!‘!
institutions, except the Soldiers’
Home; those actwally confined in :m_vI
nublie prison, interdicted persons, in-
“ane or idiotic persons.

With the exception of this disfran-
chised «¢lass, any .citizen, white or |
colored, who has the qualification of
residence can vote if he be able m\.
read ani write or possesses property
assessed to him of the value of $300.
No constitutional objections can be
urged to these qualifications. The
consitution, sevtion 5, article 197, ex-
cepts a certain class from the quali-
fications above stated. 1t is this article
against which complaint is leveled, be-|
cause it is stated it diseriminates
against the negro. A like provision
is contained in a proposed amendment
to the constitution of North Carolina,
which is the cecasion of the Tesolu-
tion offered hy the Senator from that
State. Section 5 is as follows:

No male person who ‘was on Janu-
ary 1, 1867, or at any date prior there-
to, entitled to vote under the constitu- |
tion or statutes of any State of the |
United States wherein he then resid-
ed, and no son or grandson of such|
person mnot Tess than 21 years of age
at the date of adoption of this con-
stitution, agd no male person of for-
eign birth “who was maturalized prior |
to the 1st day of January, 1898, shall
be denied the right to register and
vote in this State by reason of his
failure to possess the educational or
property qualifications Pprescribed by
this comstitution: Provided, He shall
nave resided in this State for five

|
The |

years next preceding the date at
which he =hall apply for rea‘istr:lfinn,{
and shall Lave registered in accord- |
ance with t tenms of this article |
prior to September 1, 1898; and mo'l
person shall be entitled to register
under this section after said date.

The inclusion of this class does not
exclude the negro from wvoting. He |
has the right ir common with the
white peoaple on the conditions alike
applicable to both mces, that he can
read and write, or that he owns a |
certain amount of real or personal
property. He is deprived of no J‘E.::hf!
of suffrage by the conferring of it
upon another class. If the suffrage |
amendment, because it conferred the
righf to vote upon certain citizens, is
to’ be interpreted as a diserimination |
agzainst the negro, then no privilege
could be granted to any white citizen |
by a Stfate unless a negro was orant- |
ed the samwe, The fourteenth amend- |
ment declares that the privileges or
immunities of citizens of 1 United |
States ghall not be abridzed yby an}.':
State, This amendment wgs intend- |
ed to protect the mnegro,

1
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so that the |
could not be diseriminated against in |
publie places of amusement and on
publi¢ eonveyances and in the courts. |
Suppose a State should for some rea-
son or other provide for the free|
transportation of some of its citizens |
on a public #onveyance, then accord-
ing to the wviews of those who com-
plain of the suffrage amendment in |
the constitution of Lounisiana, the!
State would be bound to grant the |
same privilege to an equal number of |
negroes.

Amendment fifteen of the Constitu-|
tion of the United States says:

The right of citizens of the TUnited |
States to wvote shall not be denied or|
abridged by the TUnited States or by
any State on account of mace, color,
or previous condition of servitude.

Wherein is the denial or the abridg-|
ment of the megro's right to vote by |
the inclusiom of one class into the!
electorate? The right to vote still re-!
mains to him wmunimpaired. No one!

with the whites by the encouragement
of race prejudices. "When the power!
of the carpet-bagger 'was broken, thef
megro fell under the domination ofi
the whites. [He 'was as fractable as
wihen under the power of the carpet-
bagger. He woted just as his imme-
diate employer in the country die-
tated him to vote. He had no will
of iis own. In some localities it was,
so well known thdt the entire vote

on the plantation would be cast ac-

will say that the educational or prop-|
erty qualification provided for both |
races denies or abridges his right to|
vote under the fifteenth amendment. |
The gravamen of the complaint is|
that the same exemption from the |
educational or property qualification |
was mot accorded the megro. If this|
had been done, the educational and |
property qualification nvould have
been useless and the suffrage would
trave been in the same condition as it!

| article

'was hefore the adoption of the con-
stitution.

The Constitution of the United
States does not comfer the right to
vote on anyone. ‘This is left exclu-
sively to the States. I am mot aware
of any restriction upon the State as
to the persons it may admit to the
electorate. Tts power is unlimited.
The only restriction imposed by the
Constitution of thel United States is
that the right to vote .shall not be de-
nied or abridged on account of race,
celor, or previous condition of servi-
tude. As [ have stated, the State, in
the exercise of its exclusive power to
confer the right to vote. does not
deny or abridge or deny the right of
other citizens to vote by exempting
a certain dlass from the qualification
provided for the great body of elec-
tors. .

There is nothing in the text of the
suffrage clause quoted to show that
theregis any denial or abridgment of
the right te vote on account of race,
color, wor oprevious condition. The
State, being the sole judge of the
qualifications of electors, can discrimi-
nate among the illiterate as to ¢lec-
toral capacity. This is what ffie State
of Louisiana has done. There were
certain persons living in the country
parishes who served the State with

fidelity who could not read or write

and who did not own property. The
descendants of these people had no op-
portunity immediately after the war
to obtain an education, as 'the strug-
gle for an existence was hard. They
had been voters. They attended pub-
lic affairs, They knew who was
President, Governor of the ‘State, and
how they were elected, and had a
very good comprehension of the prin-

ciples of the government and the du-

ties of publie officers.
corruptible,

No money or other ‘consideration
akin to” bribery rcould influence them.

They were in-

» in the year They had a personality. They did not

vote en masse at the dictation of any-
one. It was right, it was just, that
they should be conmtinued as voters.
The exemption is not partial to the
white race. It deprived a great many
people in the city of New Orleamns of
the right to vote. Since the close of
the war between the States large num-
bers of foreigners have come to New
Orleans and many have gone into the
sugar district who can not read and
write and who have mot the property
qualification. Prior to ithe Constitu-
tion of 18908 they were voters, even
after they had filed a declaration of
intention to become citizens of ‘the
United States, and were influenced
and econtrolled by leaders and voted
en masse as directed. This class has
been disfranchised, and will remain
so until they“become qualified voters.

Tn the opinion in the case of United
Qtates vs, Reese ot al, it said by the
organ of the court:

“If citizens of one race, having cer-
tain qualifications, are permitted by
law ito vote, those of another having
the same qualifications must be.”

This is the strongest language in the
opinion wrelating to
abridgment of the right of the negro
to vote. This statement means ¢hat
where the general law prescribes the
qualifications to vote the negro 'who
has these qualifications can not be de-
nied the privilege. The State of
Louisiana has a provision in its Con-
stitution prescribing qualifications for
voiters, avhite and colored, and the vio-
lation of the fifteenth amendment
must necessarily be im the denial of
the voking, by a refusal to permit the

| negro to register or to deposit his vote

on account of his race, color, or prev-
ious condition of servitude. The ex-
ception of a wcertain class from - the

| qualifications provided by the Consti-

tution in no way affects the megro’s
vate, nor does it affect the right to
vote of white men who were not voters
in Louisiana or any one of the States
of the Union in 1867 or prior thereto.

It has ben held by the Supreme
Cecurt of the United States that the
Constitution of the United States has
not conferred the right of suffrage up-
on & "yone, and that the United States
has no voters of their own creation in
the Smtes. (21 Wall., 178; United States
vs., Cruikshank et al., 92 U. 8., 542)
In the latter case it was said by the
court, after having quoted from United
States vs. Reese et al,, 92 U. 8§, 214:

“From this it appears that the right
of suffrage is not a necessary attribute
of national citizenship: but that ex-
emption from discrimination in the ex-
ercise of that right on account of race,
erc., but it must be expressly
averred. (United States vs. Cruik-
shank, 92 U. S, 542))"

The faect is, that all negroes who ‘can
read and write, and who have the
qualifications of residence, are in the
electorate, and all will be when they
acquire these qualifications. From
this is will appear that the article was
striking at ignorance among both
white and colored, and not at the ne-
ro Tace.

The word “white,” which would
show a discrimiantion on account of
color, ‘ete., s mot in ithe article regu-
latinz the suffrage. Affirmatively it
confers the right to vote on the megro.
(Ex parte Yarborough, 110 U. 8.,651.)

The right to vote in the State
comes from the State; but the right
of exemption from the prohibited dis-
eriminatipn comes from the United
States. The first has not been granted
or secured by the Constitution of the
United Staites., but the latter has been.
The provisions in the Constitution of
Louisiana in regulating the suffrage
do mot express any discrimination on
account of race, color, or previous ¢on-
dition of servitude. It is not enough
to infer or suspect that the suffrage
in the Constitution discrimi-
mates. In MdPherson vs. Blacker (110
U. 8., page 1) it was said, reviewing
hoth the fourteenth and the fifteenth
amendments:

“The right to vote intended to be
protected refers o the right to vote as
established by the laws and Constitu-
tion of the Siate. There is no color
for the contention #hat wunder the
amendment every male inhabitant of
the State, being a citizen of the Uni-
ted States, has, from the time of his
majority, a right to vote for Presiden-
tinl electers.”

The State therefore having the ex-
clusive power to say who shall be

1S,
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| electors, has the right to discriminate
beyween its «itizens as to capa-;-i:_vi X
for electoral mights, provided it makes

ithe denial or!

no discrimination on account of race,
color, or previous condition of servi-
tude. (Willlams vs. Mississippi, 170
U. 8, page 213.)

The State has the exclusive right of
prescribing qualifications for the vo-
ter. It has prescribed whem, and evs
ery negro in the State can vote if he
has these gualifications, which in the
general law are common to him and
the white man. .

In the State of Louisiana the ne-
groes who ¢an not read and write are
frhosu_} who were slaves. They are fast
passing away, leaving a generation
behind them who can read and write,
and who have learned to do so in the
schools established for colored people
by the State of Louisiana, The elec-
tion law of Louisiana is of the Aus-
tralian kind, and every voter can
now have his vote counted and an ex-
pression of his will enforced. There
negroes can register and vote with-
omwt interference.

The State of Louisiana has done a
great deal for the megro. 1t has ele-
vated him meorally and intellectually,
He pays no taxes of any amount, vet
the people of that State cheerfully
tand generously contribute for his
schools and his churches. Schools are
in every meighborhood. The State has
jorganized a prosperous umiversity,
'where there is industrial training and
facilitles for a higher education. As
the megro will not patronize a school
where white teachers are provided, a
normal school has been provided to
educate their teachers. Besides the
university established and supported
by the State, there are several colleges
of a high order, with able faculties.

Had the negro comtinued in power,
the State would have been one vast
sea of desolation; values of all kinds
would have been destroyed, fields un-
cultivated, improvement of all kinds
delayed; schools would have been
closed, and he, the tool of unscrupu-
lous adventurers, would be now sumnk
in moral degradation and mental dark-
ness. :
The People of the South availed them-
selves of the first opportunity, afiter the
'white people gained the ascendency,
to rebuild their shattered fortunes. In
1870 there were 4,352,317 bales of cot-
ton, with an aggregate value of $326.-
032.066; in 1880, 6,605,750 bales, of an
aggregate value of $344,665,920; in
1890, 8,652,597, worth $369.118 T87.02;
in 1898, 11,119,994 bales, wonth $243,-
399,668, but because of ‘the low price
of cotton—41% cents per pound—this
enormons fincrease was worth $100,-
002,200 less than the crop of 1890.
From 1870 to 1890 the population of
the South dincreased 100 per cent.
From 1880 to 1890 the South made an
advance of 37 per cent in farm pro-
ducts as against a gain of 5Q per cent
for all the rest of the country. The
total value of farms for the South in
1880 was §660.000,000; for the rest of
the country it was $1,555,000,000. 1In
1890 the South had gained $107.000,-
000, or 16 per cent, while the rest ot
the country had gaimed only $141,000,-
000, or 9 per cent.

During the year just closed there
were established in the South indus-
trial enterprises to the number of
1,938, comprising agricultural, forestal
and mineral industries. In nine Sowrth-
ern States there are 4,773 knitting ma-
chines; in five there there are &7
woolen mills, devoted to making all
wool and mixed wool. Several of the
Southern States are manufacturing fur-
niture from native woods, said to be
as good as that made elsewhere, Cot-
ton factories are being established
everywhere mear the fields of produc-
tion, amd during the past year therea
was consumed 1,400,026 bales. Coal
and iron mines have been opened and
furnaces and rolling mills established.
Railroads now cross every section of
the country.

“The opportunities of the South are
those of the mation.” ©Let her alone
and her possibilities for the future can
only be conjectured. They are l¥mit-
less, .

The rapid industrial progress of the
South was dimpossible under negro
domination. Restore to the negro in-
discriminately . the ballot and invest
him with power, and there will not
only be a check to the progress of the
South, but the advantage gained will
be lost.

There can be no admixture of the
races. This is a law of nature. They
must work out their destinies on paral-
lel lines, 'which can mot ¢ome together.
The AngloSixon blood and brain will
always be the superior amd cam not
be subordinated to the negro,

The megro, unfortuntely
country, is here to stay. His depor-.
tation is impossible. He has strong
local attachments which wikl keep him
in ‘the South, He must move along in
his own line of development, directed,
éncouraged, and assisted by the Ans
glo-Saxon. He will become more ine
telligent, more self-sustaining, amd
better adapted for work along all lines
of industrial development. Since ghae
suvpremacy of the white people has
asserted itself the negro is becoming
more tractable, a beiter laborer, a bete
ter mechanic, and in some instances
has attained a respectable standing in
the professions. These intelligent nes
groes are in the eleciorate and are
helping to shape the destiny of tha
State. Tt would be a cruel wreng ta
again throw them back into race hos«
tility and prejudice and to consign
those who have the opportunities for
advancement to again possess the idea-
vthat they are “‘wards of the nation,”
better than a white man, and are emns
titled to government support and tq
live in ilemess and dissipation.

We of the South are making the nes
gro's condition better every day. Ha
has been treated so as to destroy, to
a great extent, the antagonism engens
dered by carpetbag governmment. Hae
is regarded as a factor in the South's
future development. He is not dex
barred from work because he is a ne
gro. The fields, the workshops, the
factories, and the professions are
open to him for his development. We
do mot deny his political rights be-
canse he is a negro. We reguiate the
suffrage because he is ignorant, and
at present the majority of the negre
race has no electoral capacity.

‘The course of civilization & been
in the supremacy of the \\*}??e rmee,
The physical properties of soil and cli-
mate have had less influence than ine

for tha

(Continued on Eighth Page.)




