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i'ne editor will not be responsiblefor
tons of correspondents.

w:':ril;pondent.s of the CHRONICLE will
please bear in mind that o communica-
tion will be published, except over the
author’s real name. Brief lettera on cur
rent topics will always receive attention,
and, if found available, will be nsed with
the condition above named. !
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We are glad to learn in a conver-
gation with s gentleman who has
been over a comsiderable part of
Wake county that not only ars the
wheat, corn, tobacco and cotton
looking well, but the fields show
more careful attention than usuasl,
and the people appear to be work-
ing with better heart than last year.
The long winter made the prepara-
tion of the fields backward, but the
frost and freezes pulverized the
earth and put the ground in fine
ondition. The seasons have been
fine and the fields lock excellently
and promising. There is also a good
deal of clover growing well. Al
ready the farmers are cutting wheat
and sorne oats,

Tuere is a good deal of talk ebout
the parsimony of Congress in con-
nection with the falling in of the
floors of the old Ford Theatre. It
must Dbe recollected that notwith-
standing the terrible strain engen-
dered by the smagh up, the walls of
the building remain intact. It must
also be recollected that notwith-
standing the same sirain the rear
balf of the {loors remain intact. The
disaster was confined to the {ront
balf of the flooring, and that was
undermined by the unskillful and
careless work of the contractors in
mukivg the excavation then in pro-
gress. However wrong Congress
may be in not erecting new build-
ings, it would seem that this build-
ing wou'd have been all right today
had not the excavations been made
improperly.

Duwive the past week the New
York banks have eent to Chicago
and out West $12,847,000; and have
roceived $4,820,000 of currency,
chielly from the South. This has
helped the Western banks over the
crisis, while the speculators not
being able to hold their wheat, the
price of that article has fallen so

low that great quantities have been
bought for export. Following this,
the purchasers of wheat have of-
fered their bills of exchange in such
quantities as to break the exchange
rates and stop sll gold shipments.
This, together with other causes,
has led to a resumption of business
in ordinary channels in New York,
and the financial disturbance may
be cousidered as about over. It is
to be observed, however, that be-
cause of the withdrawal of deposits
from New York, the banks there are
not able to lend money so freely as
they could a year ago. But the
scare is now behind us.

Mvcn interest being manifested
in regard to the address delivered
by Col. Waddell at Trinity Com-
mencement on Socialism, we are
glad to learn that he will comply
with requests to repeat it before the
Teachers’ Assembly at Morehead
where he delivers the opering ad-
dress on June 20th. Whatever
Col. Waddell touches on, he illumi
nates with his brilhancy, and his
address on Socialism in this country
cannot fail to arrest public atten-
tion and invest the subject with the
importance that rightly attaches to
it.

The ucceptance of socialistic ten-
dencies and ideas by our country
population at the South iz a de-
velopment worthy of careful study.
No people have heretofore bheen
further removed from such influ-
ences and better grounded in the
doctrine that each individual should
depend upon himself in life. The

PENSION FRAUDS. )
The attitude of the Republican
party has been—that it alone con-
stituted the people of this country,
that it alone should be the reposi-
tory of power, and indeed that it
was the government. In its view,
whatever could be turned to the)
advantage of that party was a pa-
triotic work, no matter what other
elements were involved. Thus the
pensions have been regarded as a
legitimate means to strengthen that
party among the people and have
been so used without compurnctions
of conscience. Realizing this, on
the incoming of the present admin-
istration we suggested that the pen-
gion bureau should be put in com-
mission, that each individual case
should be reopened and exsmined
for fraud, and only those entitled
to be on the honor roll of the Union
should be allowed to draw money
from the public treasury. Of late
many developments of importance
have been made strengthening
the view we have expressed, but
by far the most important is a let-
ter addressed to the President by
J. M. Burnett, a former employee of
the Pension Bureau. Of this the
New York Times editorially says:

The value of Burnett’s testimony
lies in his citing actual cases, and
testifying from absolute personal
knowlege. After having been years
in the service of the Pensioz Bu-
reau as clerk, special examiner, and
reviewer of field work, he finally
gave up his place rather than be
longer a party to the fraud and ex-
travagance that saturated the ad-
ministration of the bureau. Before
taking this coursa he gathered to-
gether facts sufficient to justify it,
and to enable him to reveal what
had been going on about him when-
ever the administration might be-
come friendly to efforts at reform.

It appears very clearly from this
revelation that the policy of the last
administration was to put as many
pames a8 possible upon the pension
rolls, and to scatter from the
Treasury of the United States as
much money as possible among
claimants for pensions. This seems
to have been the deliberate purpose
of Gen. Raum, and it must have
been in pursuance of an understood
policy of his superiors. It was evi-
dently part and parcel of a party
policy, which included at once the
buying up of the “soldier vote” and
the dissipation of the revenues of
the country so that a reform of ihe
tariff would be difficult if not im-
possible. It was in keeping with
the whole spirit of the Fifty-first
Congress, which passed the McKin-
ley tariff, the Sherman silver pur-
chass act, and the disability peusion
act

Mr. Burnett's cases are merely
samples, and represent thousands
upon thousands. They show that
pensions were granted for disability
where no proof of disalility was
furnished and in the face of adverse
reports from the examiners. Disa-
bilities were sought after and mag-
nified and multiplied, and allowed
for in spite of certificates that they
were not pensionable. Disabilities
were credited to service which were
proved to have had their origin be-
fore eulistment or long after dis-
charge. The record of “desertion”
was changed to “honorable dis-
charge” in thousands of cases, and
pensions were granted to “bounty
jumpers” and eneaks. Evidence
shown to be forged or fraudulent
was accepted,and the proviso of the
law regarding disabilities caused by
the applicants’ own vicious habits
was practically ignored. The pen-
sion rolls are befouled with the
names of hundreds of men who re-
ceive the bounty of the government
on account of loathsome diseases
due to their own vices.

In short, it was impressed upon
the force of the Pension Bureau,
from the Commissioner through all
the grades, that the object was not
careful scrutiny, a strict compliance
with the law, and the protection of
the public Treasury from fraud and
extravaganoe, but the passing of as
many claims as possible in the
speediest fashion. If examiners
were disposed to be serupulous
they were overruled, but for the
most part they were induced to con-
form to the expectations and re-
quirements of their superior offi-
cers. The actior of Congress in
providing for pensions has been
lavish, but the conduct of the Pen-
gion Bureau under Commi-sioner
Raum was infamous in its reckless-

change in their method of thought | “6-% 8R4 it is costiag the govern-

has been great and it is at once an
interesting subject for investigation,
and & menace to the established or-
der of things.

Col. Waddell has thus rendered a
public service in preparing his od-
mirable address on the subject.

Tue Financial Chronicle figures
up that the increased cotton acreage
this year over what it was last yeor
is about 74 per cent. The acreage
two years ago was 20,838,000 Acres;
last year there was a decrease of
twelve per cent, the acreage being
18,362,000, and for the present
planting the acreage is 19,701,000.
The crop chiefly depends on the
yield per acre. Last year the yield
was about 167 pounds per acre—
and it was that in 1887; also in 1888,
and also in 1889. In 1890 it ran u
to 194 pounds; and in 1891 to 203
pounds. The Chronicle says that
the condition of the plant is back-
ward; the crop may be called a late
one. Last year's crop is estimated
at 6,655,000 bales.

The acreage of North Carolina is
put at 1,002,885 acres, against 899,
000 last year. If the yield is only
an average one, the likelihood is
that the crop will bring good prices

and our people will be in good con-
dition.

ment probably not less than £50,-
000,000 a year.

Tue Journal of Commerce which
kas long been one of the leading
papers of this country has ceased to
exist. It was omne of the five papers

that formed the Associated Press of
New York.

David M. Stone the editor de-
sired fo retire because of his advan-
cing years, and he eold out to the
Commercial Bulletin and the two
papers are to be consolidated. The
price paid was $£450,000. In his
farewell editorial Col. Stone says:
“I have been in the harness since
1849 and have given forty-four
years of my life to the service with-
out a single vacation. For the last

P | four years 1 have had no editorial

agsistant, and have written,with my
own hand every article set in bre-
vier type which has appeared in
any edition of the paper, making
over three hundred leading edito-
rials in each of the twelve months,
besides attendmg to much other
work in the conduct of business. I
bave passed my seventy-fifth birth.-
day and it is time for me to lay
down my pen and seek a needed
rest. Itisa comfort to me in the
retrospect that since I began this

ministry I have not written a line
that could bring a blush to any hon-
est cheek, or which I now wish to
recall as untruthful or insincere.
have had po personal quarrels with
any and have never printed an un-
kind word of others, whether in or
out of the same profession.”

This shows how exacting is the
profession of an editor, but it also
shows that when a man can 8ay
that during his career he has
writter no word untruthful or in-
gincere, it is a great satisfaction
to have enjoyed the privilege'of
talking to the people daily on im-
portant subjects for msny years to-
gether.

Tae decision not to admit the
testimony given before the Coro-
ner’s Inquest as evidence in the
Borden case is a great point gained
by the defence. In that testimony
there were inconsisiencies of state-
ments and admissions that tended
largely to raise suspicion that she
was not candid in what she was

saying. Herstory was conflicting
and was strongly against her. All
that being ruled out, her counsel
will now not have to put her on the
stand, and she will have to be shown
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt
by the force of circumstances, or
the verdiet must be in her favor.

CONDITION OF THE UNIVERSITY.

Report of the Committee of Inspection.

The Committee of the Board of
Trustees appointed by the Gover-
nor to inspect the University,
made a full and detailed report at
commencement. We print a few
extracts which wiil inform the peo-
ple of the condition and manage-
ment of their chief institution of
learning.

GENERAL CONDITION.

The general conditicn of the Uni-
vergity is one of healthy, vigorous
growth. The spirit that pervades
it, from the President to the mana-
ger of the baseball team is pushing,
hopeful and progressive. There is
a determination to make it all that
a reazonable public will demand.

QUALITY OF INSTRUCTION.

The quality of the instruction
given i8 in keeping with the char-
acter and quality of the men in
charge of the departments and their
scholarship and ability. No one
doubts this who knows the stand-
ard claimed for it by the manage-
ment of the University. The stand-
ard of the work is best judged by
the bright and aspiring young men
of the high grads instituiion.

lege class work. Such young men
desire the advantages of the best
work. When it fails to come up to
the standard of the best, they are
the firet to find its defgets and to
demand its improvement. Such
young men are not easily deceived;
and woe betide the professor who
fails to reach their standard of de-
mand. From theze, and their atti-
tude towards the professors here,
largelr, your committee conclude
that the work is well and efficiently
done.
THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS TONE

Your committee as a body, and
individually, were very favorably
impressed with the high moral and
religious tone of the Univereity, as
it applies to both the faculty and
the students. We were informed
that the siudents regularly attend
some of the church services of the
geveral cbristian denominations
having churches in Chapei Hill
The orderly decoram, the gentle-
manly bearing, and the quiet of the
students at the chapel gervice and
prayers were very marked, and the
members of the committee were
highly pleaged and gratified. The
young men listened attentively to
the reading of the scriptures, and
engaged heartily in the ser-
vice of song. The morning pray-
ers we attended impressed
us a8 ceolemnly as would a
family worship before the duties of
the day begin. 1t was a company
of joyous, hbopeful, happy young
men. Your chairman, by invitation
of the young men, attended the
worship of the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association, and by their re-
quest made a short tglk after read-
ing some selections from the Secrip-
tures and prayers. He was en-
couraged and strengthened by the
service, and went away grateful for
the privilege, and with the prayerin
his heart, “God bless the young
men in this institution, and turn the
feet of many throagh their influence
to obedience to His statutes. And
God bless the University, and mul-
tiply its power for geod.”

THE HEALTHFULNESS (F THE UsIVERSITY.

We irquired about the health of
the students, and received the re-
ply that not & member of the fac-
ulty nor of the student body was
sick during our visit; that no pro-
fessor had been sick during the
year, and only one student had
been seriously sick, and that he
came in September, having econ-
tracted sickness elsewhere. He re-
turned to his home and died there
in October. The testimony was
that the village was unusually
healthy.
RELATIONS OF PROFESSORB T ZACH OTHER

AND TO THE PRESIDENT.

After careful imquiry we con-
cluded that the relations of the fac-
ulty to each other, and to the Presi-
dent, were most cordial and kindly.
Not a jar, but peace and the kind-
ness of friendship pervaded the en-
tire faculty. All were working to-
gether harmoniously for the com-
mon purpose of serving together
the best interests of higher educa-
tion; and all were striving in gen-
erous rivalry to serve the Univer-
sity and the Btate tothe very best
ability of each. The faculty were
unitedly following the leadership

There are the best measures of col”

of our worthy President, and
aiding him in every way possible
in the administration of the

I | affairs of the University. They uni-

ted in testifying to his wisdom, pru-
dence, firmness, zeal and high exec-
utive ability.

RELATIONS OF PROFESSORS TO STUDENTS,

We found the very best state of
feeling between students and the
faculty, the faculty striving to be
belpful to the students, and the
students rendering much aid to the
faculty in the general management
of the University, and taking a great
pride in making a good name for
the institution. The faculty bore
warm testimony to this, and ex-
pressed grateful appreciation there-
for to the committee.

FEEEDOM FROM POLITICAL AND DENOMI-

NATIONAL BIAS.

The management of the Univer-
sity, we fully believe, from our in-
vestigations, to be free from politi-
cal and denominational bias. We
have seen no evidences of any such
bias in either direction. The stu-
dents are from families of every
shade of politics and religion. We
heard not a word of discord or un-
pleasantness on either score. We
do not believe anything of the kind
hag any existence here. There isa
bias for religion, the religion of our
own Bible, the Christian religion.
Why should it not be so biased?
Our civilization is a Christian civili-
zation. QOur school system iz a
Christian civilization. Oar coneti-
tution, which is a religious consti-
tution, declares that “religiou,
morality and knowledge being ne-
cessary to good government and the
happiness of mankind, schools and
the means of eduecation shall for-
ever be encouraged.” Does anyone
suppose that any cther religion
than that of our owr Biktle, or that
any morality except that of which
our Bible is the best teacher, was
in the minds of the men who framed
this constitution? Under this con-
stitufion, and by its command, we
bave our publie school system; un-
der this constitution, and by iis

command, this University was
founded.

Let it be religious! It must be
religious. There is a common

ground for the common good, broad
enough for us all to stand on as
Christian men and ciiizens of a
Christian State. Dencominational
bias should have no place here,
either in the faculty or in the board
of trustees. We believe it has no
place. It becomes us {0 see to it
that it has no place.
IS THE UNIVERSITY WOKTHY OF TEHE
STATE?

We believe that the University is
worthy of our highest efforts to
maintain it and to broaden its in-
fluence, and to send out its light to
bless the State in blessing its yonng
men and broadening them for ser-
vice. The Stale needs the Univer-
gity. The University is worthy of
the State. Let us keep it so. As
our educational horizon expands
with the advance cof thesa won-
derful times let us enlarge the
center light that its rays may touch
the remotest points and bring hope
and joy to the men who are to come
after us.

Jorx C. Scirvoroven,
Chairman.
—_———
Commencement at Davidson College.
Communicated.

Although commencement week
at Davidson did not open very au-
spiciously as regarda the weather,
it nevertheless proved to be
quite a memorable week in Dav-
idson annals. The graduating
class of 1893 has shown itself to
be an unueuslly strong one, both
as regards original capacity and
added trainicg oblained by four
years work in the college. For
their graduating commencement,
too, they bhave succeeded in secur-
ing exceptionally able and interest-
ing speeches to increase the impor-
tance and the profit of this gala oc-
casion.

Examinations were completed on
Saturday last, and final prepara-
tios for commeneement week
brought to an end. On Sunde
morning Dr, Daniel, of Raleigh de-
livered the baccalaureate germon to
a large and deeply interested eon-
gregation, and it may be safely
said that many a sermexn will prob-
ably be heard by the numbers who
gathered to hear Dr. Daniel e'er
they forget the fine use of his‘orieal
fuct, the nervous energy of thought
and quivering earnestness of appeal
concentrated into that bacealaureate
ef 1893

On Mondsy evening at S o’cloek
were held the class-day exercises.
Hearty langhter was frequently
elicited and almost constant amuse-
ment furnished by the class history
and the class prophesy, delivered
respectively by Mr. V. R. Gaston, of
Greenville, N. C, and Mr. John R.
Schenck, of Greenshoro, N. C. As
there were twenty graduates, these
two exercises were of some length,
yet very few if any of the audience
were reminded of the fact that
“brevity is the =oul of wit.” The
class oration was delivered by Mr.
John Wakefield, of Friendship,N. C,
and the class medals were pre-
sented by Mr. W. C. Brown, of High
Point, N. U, creating much diver-
sion 88 one by one the “laziest”,
“ugliest”, the *“cheekiest” man of
the class, was revealed. Finally, a
medley of the college songs was
sung by the class, and the evening
came to a close.

The annual reunion of the Lite-
rary Societies was held in Philan-
thropic and Eumanean halls respect-
ively on Tuesday evening, after an
oration from an alumnus in each
society.

Wednesday morning, at 1 29 g,
m, & fine audience gathere¢d iu the
large commencement hall 1o hear
the annual address to be celivered
by ex-Gov. Holt. As usual the ex-

Governor’s speech, thoélgh not pre-

tentious and ornate, wag terse and
to the point. )
At 8 p. m., Wednesday evening,
the oratorical contest befween rep-
pasentatives from each of the literary
societies came off. An ungisually
large audience attended, and the
speeches were quite gererally pro-
nounced better than the average
here.
At last came the final and most
important day of all, and at 10330
a. m. Thursday a long procession
formed on the beautiful campus
and, accompanied by the Old North
State Orchestra, of Statesville,
marched up into the hall. There
an immense crowd was gathered to
witnees the interesting exercises of
the day. After an opening prayer
by Dr. Pritchard, of Charlotte, the
salutatory oration was given by Mr.
Edward S. Tillinghast, of Raleigh,
N. C. Graduating orations were
then heard from Messrs. W. K. For-
syth, of Greensboro; H. R. Murchi-
son, of Coronaca, 8. ¢, and A. K.
Poel, of Keyser, N. C. The Philos-
ophical oration was to have been
given by Mr T. W. Lingle, of Mill
Bridge, N. C, but unfortunately he
was too ill with fever to appear in
the hall, and President Shearer
had then to present the medeals and
confer the degrees Eightmedals were
presented as follows: From the
Philacthropic Society the debater’s
and essayist's medals both to Mr.
W. R. Forsyth, of Greensboro, and
the declaimer’s medal to Mr. F. H.
Wardlaw, of Darlington, S C.; from
the Eumenean Society, the debater’s
medal to Mr. J. L. Douglas, of
Blackstocks, S C, the essayist's to
Mr."J. M. Harris, of Harrisburg, N.
C.. and the declaimer’s to Mr. L. E.
Wells, of Wallace, N. C. These be-
ing duly presented, Prof. English,
of the Union Theological Seminary,
announced that the happy winner
of the medal in the oratorical con-
test of the previous evening was Mr.
C. E. Hodgin, and few disputed the
justness of the decision. Finally,
the Wm. Banks Biblical medal,
awarded to the highest reccrd of
scholarskip in the Biblical course
under Dr. Shearer, was announced
to have been won by Mr. J. H
Grey, of Hunterville, N. C. The
President then conferred the degree
of A. B. upon eighteen graduates,
and that of B. S. upon two, cloging
with a few very appropriate and
affecting words to the young men
standing shoulder to shoulder for
the last time in a semi-circle before
the stage. For the degree of M. A.
there were six candidates, one of
whom bad taken the resident course,
Mr. D. M. Frierson, of Clinton, N.
C,and Mr. T. E. Winecoff, now of
Nashville, Tenn.,, made a specialty
of mathematis, Dr. W. J. Martin, of
the University of Virginia, passed
on natural science, end Mr. W. L
Lingle, of Mill Bridge, N. O, Rev.
Chalmers Moore, now of Hopewe:l,
N. C,and Mr. J. Alex. Tillinghast,
now of Colorado Springs, Col , made
a specialty of English literature.
Honorary degrees were then con-
ferred, among others that of LL D.
upon Associate Justice Armistead
Burwell

The vzledictory oration was then
delivered by Mr. J. H. Gr y, of
Hunterville, N. C.,, and was a care-
ful discussion of“Trial by Jury,” es
it is practically conducted in
our country today. After this
Dr. Shearer made scme annouace-
ments, which brought the pro-
gramme of the morming to a close.
Most imporiant of these was the
anrouncemen? that the trustees had
authorized the addition of a Chair
of History and Philosopay to the
present force of instructions, and
that besides this contemplated step,
an assistant instructor had already
been secured for the coming ses-
sion. A financisl agent is to be put
into the field also at an eerly day
to obtain greater financial aid for
the college. These facts indicate
rapid progress and a determination
to increase greatly the quality and
quantity of educational work within
the ccllege. The President re-
marked among other encouraging
signs, the outlook for a very large
Freshman class next fall was al-

most assured. J. A. T,
-
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