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A DISCOURSE
On Predestination and Election.
BY WILBUR FIS

K, D. D.

( Contenued

Having gone over and examine
arguments in favor of unconditional
to the I:{'-f I..i!‘q' of

i_‘]t'l'{if.-l'._ woe comoe
subject ; which
jvr_*tii.»le-' agains

1. The

was, to urge

this doetrine

doetrine of the unc

election of a part, !»-n-ru.:"?\
the unecondiuenal reprobation
rest. 1 know some who hold
former, seem to deny the latter; for
l',‘ll(-\ T('!i!'-'r-t'lzi ';-'I! H !'-';-1'115"|{;I.;_ .‘-'T]—
ners in view of their sins. When all
were (ol passt il ".
some, Hence, they

aainst the

i

tn th
Lo e

sinners, they say
and elected others,
say the deeree of -i.u:
reprobates 1s just, be

av:n- rs. But thise \I lanation is virtunal-
ly giving up the system, inasmuch
g'\‘.“l ap a 11 the P TInge ;I:L] arecaments | v
which i 11 is supported. In the
it makes predestination dependent on
foreknowledge ; for God first foresees
that they will be sinners, and then pre-
destinates them to punishmen:. Here
then. in which the argument
for Calvinian predestination is de stroy-
ed by its own sup porters. But again :
if God must fix by his decree all parts
of his plan, in order to prevent disap-
pointment, then hc must fix the destiny
of the reprobates and the means that
#xad to it. But if he did not do this,
then the Calvinistic argument in favor
of predestination, drawn from the di-
vine plan, falls to the ground. Once

ination a
suse it 1S agsainst

as 1

{':'I':\f Ii!tlt';'-

15 Ome case,

more : this explanation of the decree of | justice, even to the elect

*

reprobation destroys all the strongest
Scripture arxuments which t'l:c i LI\'Zu-
ists urge in ft\ or of uncondition: :l elec-
tion. The for instance, in
the ninth of Romans, which a re so of-
ten quoted in favor of Calvinian elee-
tion, are connected with others, utili.l.u}‘
strong, in favor M uht.'unulnk\'l.t] repro-
b'l[lo‘fl When it is said, ** He will h.i.\'

mercy on whom be will have merey,

it is said also. * Whom he will he har-
deneth.” He that **makes one vessel
unto honor, maketh another unto dis-
honor.” He that savs, “Jacob have
I loved,"” says also in the same manner,
¢ BEsau have I hated.” Now if these
relate to personal election to eternal
life, they relate also to personal repro-
bation to eternal death. But if there
is any explanation, by which these are
shown not to prove unconditional rep-
robation to eternal death, thé same
prmc!pie of m:plnnfm-m will, and must

passages,

show, that they do not prove Calvinis- |
| character, all being precisely in the
| fame state,
| knowledg

tic election. From henceforth, there-
fore. 19? =|H Calvinists who pro-
fe= ' weoulitional rep-

?]}-r—w

d the

'system as you will, i

and ch
hem. All theref

i

yextended. Their

connected as 1t necessa-

temporal
v, the insineere
t to ':'L'-|. and the g
they are

grace

1w J il
'."‘l-!'.lf'll

.;’P-I e .{Jp.;

oes witl

_'ff-"’""- %y 7
them for tl
suff:

fattening
and fittir
eravited

'Hl'i torme

LIS s "‘.Jg\
:;ili_‘_-'?:h-.". Iem to
4 more ag
able pains

”* !.'I;I'- 1)

1O T‘.ll’ rep:

ealls -1} B that h
14 ARE LESy Lile iney

he

may
more Qeuaft-
".lii]'h]—— ..VII""-I 1S 'll" trine

them, that they may be more 12n0-
rant—and applies the remedy to them,
that they may not be healed,” is

honest the lemity

e maol

an
marte !‘:'i!;'.‘i-
ples ut this system. Surely, then, no
vill pretend that, according to this
there 1s any grace for th
\r,., 'rt rL aps «
tion will she that there is little «
for the =:‘I--L". It iz said that God
of his mere without
thing in the to move him

uu.un] of

one
doe |:r e

!'l-llﬂ e,

s0Vere I 'IL""
ature
1o, elects -:!:!§:'I'-?s :r.-'ltl.';j life.
if there is nothing in the Lt
ve him thereto, how can it be call-
mercy or compassion? he did
them because
ause he

yeverl

Cre:

not
they
miserable, but plea ¥
Ii‘ f"::b"’l"\,' 'I.. d been E}.l'
then, as all were ¢jual-
rable, he wot H have ele

Is such a decree

we to the suffer

1
of TRE N

determine to elect

canse,
cted
1-? ('ii'f'ii--.-]'n
‘ing object
. ,-.'”_r'_-' ,3‘:'- o :.'.:-'!JI.I(;._’-
! ;.’.-f:f‘e-"rf.r- :
nof a ¢
Nost fovere -':1;}' an

wer,

_-I'J-r‘._‘L~
W almighty ,
and to say

i at any

grace, if L']!'l_"_il_'ll i-:

nat, he God saves miserable, per-
ts/ :..:,x sinners. DBut whe made them
miserable, peris h.r\ rsinners 7 Was not
this the effect of God's decree? And
is there much merey displayed in plac-
ing men under a constitution which
necessarily and unavoidably involves
them in sin and suffering, :that
may afterward have the “U\L"t""n hon-
or of saving them ? Surely the tender-
est mercies of this system are cruel—
its brightest parts are dark—its boast-
ed mercy hardly comes up to sheer
since they
only receive back what God had lic.-
prln—l them of. and for the want of
which they had suffered perhaps for
years; and to obtain which, they could
do nothing even as a condition. until
God by '\ 18 8OVereign power bestowed it
upon them. -\I!*l as for the re pro-
bates, the gospel is umavoidably to
them a savour of death unto death.—
To thew Christ came that they might
have death, and that they might have
it more abundantly. Thus, turn this
sweeps away the
mercy and -'uml_u-};-:- of God, destroys
the grace of the gospel, and, in most
cases, trausforms even the invitatiens
and promises into scalding messages of
aggravated wrath.

3. The doctrine we oppose makes
God partial and a respector of persons;
contrary to express and repeated dec-
larations of Seripture. For it repre-
sents God as determining to save some
and damn others, without reference to

ANRe

l;l-{?.

To drnv this, i1s to ac-'
thut the ri(‘u‘f‘{‘ of election

wbsuon. cease 1o urgc in favor of their l:md re paOb&ﬁuﬂ had respeet to (.harac-i

1; e
tey ot
n' "" O At-

neonditional electior

i.iu.li-\'

ily remove_the obje r-'mn f:f;-mm'

}a Li We need not 1 i

)y avoid T‘ll-['-

;:l' fl.ll.'"
and ruin, 7

ul

ne .-I;:s?r]l--- some fron

leaves the rest
such a suy i
ot onr righteous God ?
;!} er i“_;g,,“
ason, with h -,lH'
he flimse vei
akness of le.‘ device,
has been often made 1o
¢ thiese  consequences 11pn1 our
m, a8 well as upon the Calvinistie
For if itis -u-f-:m.\\'il'-.i;:-.'wi
that man is born depraved, and this de-
nature,
.'t"l-:*_"i. that !il]
to Iu'ri-"i and therefore God
elect some and justly pass by the
I answer .—\l.,lnlll'is all moral
uiv;-r‘:;\‘::}' derived or contracted, is
damning in its nature, still, by

SN . :
I the atonement. gestruective

with his
now

3 .
Qocirine.

n\\- Y I8 *.l I'j':l' E‘.'! 1t2 'lfh'."

1:. not -_I].]i'u\, 1t T" ’il.“'
=erve

may

virtug
of

o
L1GCLS

'!'.'!.]-\.'-“l 'i"!.‘:"|\;:\‘

and guilt is not
a voluntary

remedy, man
y of his
win cholee
ctly considered,
destructive to the
the orace of the P! -'E---T. all

frem condemnati

- 1}
b e

nature the object
]Ic‘_-m-w. :-.‘.I‘I:Hil'_'f':'
98 . .
this depravity i1s
POSSCSSOYS | t thro’

are

¢ upon
r the

came

all men
rightecusness ¢
upon all men
L S
IOWS ::]*{'. the
, acecording to Seriptures, is
but the
"'."’;r e f".;;t
upon the tal-
!’u‘!u ':‘-.:T'
unbelief.

J»'--Irr!‘:i'.'i:}‘ 3 sin-
ondemned for rej
i -,'r'n.y,':_r..f to oceupy
ents qgriren.—ftor
qjue J .u .|' '}r-,' \}’:.?'t‘
Hn re then is the difference on this point
alvinists and us. They
hold that God, by his decree, plung ved
Adam and all his race into the pit of
sin, from which none of them had the
means of eseape; but by an omnipotent
act of partial graee, he delivers a part,
and the remainder are left unavoidably
to perish. We, on the contrary, be-
lieve that by Adam’s unn \ecessitated sin
he, and in him all his posterity, became
obnoxious to the curse of the divine
law. Asthe first man sinned personal-
ly and actively, he was pc.r:f)nd.]iv con-
demned ; but, as his posterity had no
agency or personal existence, they could
only have Iu_rhhml -»f.-'mnftli yin him.—
By the promise of a Saviour, however,
our foderal head was restored to the
p"rf-.’-lu‘llt\ of gbtaining salvation through
faith in the Ruhemo And, in this
restaration, all the uetm-mi gencrations
of men were included. Their possille
and prospective existence was restored;
and their personal and active existence

cured. And with this, also, the
sibilit_v of salvation was secured to all.
To such as never come 10 a personally
responsible age, this salvation was se-
cured u';cn'vll ionally by Christ; to all
those who arrived to the age of accoun-
tability, salvation was made possible, on
equal and impartial conditions. Thus,
while on cur prineiple there is not the
slig hte'-*-t ground for a charge of partial-
ity ; on the Calvinistic pnnc:p‘e the
charge seems to e with its weight. It
makes God, in the worst sense of the
terms, partial, and a respector of per-
8. .13,

our native

rejecting
. -

_—'I.l 1"

between the C

-

[T0 Bk CONTINUED.]

|

truth not be tlptpmed ther disguis-

ed, that if they had comed faithful
1 _"If"" fa—d"'_c“ln,:r'f 10

C}:. we W

to dore” their declen-

selves and to

cause of dec
=00 'Wf._'\'

INCTeases

wiasge
d the rea
ntues and

Ilt n-' ¢ ATe

‘i,[’lt £
become more
now it will be
preache for the most part,
ne etingske overseers work
namelyjust before court
setingy-And, may In
a similagreason—viz., the

We talk pont turning mem-
" Churchior not attending
"?::_’ 1‘V:l? .‘-il.:li.l ‘ll: il.."-s'
‘~-:5‘_"i:l. rs whae .-:u".' it is lJ hold
?_\' wh 1Osgie me It"'
WS mengers.—have b
{r fquen .1‘ disappdated, and
lq rived of their benefit, that
be found who are

> derelict, iti

I r.'l'-].

glect
Deell =0

CONSe-

.‘-I- hodists ca

absolutely as v them.

If this be true, ther surely f
fourd in the laity
wverse the lorder

the IHE!J-E.* Vs But
itted, and javing sl
: proceed to Faggest—

HE REMEDY.
:dy_heretofore used has m'l-

edy will not be

less you r

111-.: 1.-u,

because 1t was nnpmr-m lv ap } ln -l an: 1
to the part only secon: lrllv affected—
:]1-.- 'UL\

[IIML

whom

then, when aad where, an f.i
shall we applyit 7 To whiq
The traveling prea rflL'{n W ili e .'
At the ]'-E:'IL'L' of il‘rHTh r I}U;' -\Tllm“]
When? During
By establishing as we 3 1-a'l.ri
have done long sinee, a class meeting

LPT '1"- :'-I
an appri ypriate Lermon annu: '”
» roll be f‘..xllf!'l.‘lnll ma
edited, of course, by
Summers. Let such marks |

-ulp!i".‘rifi_‘ (_"'H_'I'i HAIGE 43S

5

Conference.

How

OC1eL Y. SO ;!"[\ he shra-
i by

el Llie ..1“[1"-

1ice class book
”i-‘:“{’.'
given to
How
you held the
tt!n':r questions
appropriate. Should
with favor we

represent the
Inlu wing question,
ass meetings havs
vear ¢ _\._-i! such
may be deemed
these sugeestions meet
» offer something more. The

ion of the classes \;1: Conferen

the appoin lcaders

erly answers

Viz :

divis-

ceé anda

* NeXt.
DANIEL Duxca
Autaugaville, Ala., Jan. 9,
DR —
The Emperor Souluoque.

$ar of Faustin 1. has
> ereator of four pr
y seven dukes is skulk
o headsman at his heels.”
though born a slave, came to bean em-
peror. "“.L‘"] };\? step he asecended the
the rugged s‘.r:r'"p of fame until upon
the threne of Hayti he might s'p from
the imperial goblet thrllro of the bean
which in ";I‘I 1er years it was 113 lot to
“bring forth” by the gweat of his brow
from the fields of his'master. Havi ing
enlisted as a soldier, he gradually rose
to the rank of Colonel. We find him
taking an active part in all the politi-
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