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e Bevised Counrse of Study.

Afer a very loog delay the revised
course of 5?[1.5_\'. for candidates for I}{'le‘ﬂll{i
Annual Con-
been given to the church. —
Let us see how it

and Ellders, ordered in the

forence, hus
Expectation was high.
has been et

The old course of study. it was £ 1t and
seinowledeed on all hands, was deficient,
The advance of literature onfd
telhzence it
hi'_'h- r standard.
ference, which met

reneral in-
demanded, was thought. a
Hence the General Con-

at Nashville in \Il‘
the :l-lnplE' nof 2 new
The Bish-

And

and wnre

1858, anthorized

one—a revised, b tter conrse.
wirk.
1

n=

ors were latrusted with this
now st the end of fifteen mont
lizht

Is it what

EIII' I‘-v“i i'. meet ex-

< to

it con
P etation ? we need and must
have? T for one regret to answer in the
:!!:'l
fatlure.

'
4] to the «

neoative, to pronounce it oo

Tt

ld one.

mpara-
if

-

not a whit better,
We ehall nge co

IS

ti\-..

3.+ . i o "
this new evarse, bLesides

ext-haok “with reforence to
n's Biblical and Thealazieal Diction-
ith the Bililical ."&'I:l-, and T achers’
Text-Book,” a2 kind of Concordanee, noth-

. 1 * 1

inr more—bhestles these as Text-Books
we have Wesley's Sermons, Disei-
plina, ITyvmn Book,
Manual. Watson’s Tnstitutes, Theologi
Comp und, English
Eianents of Divinity, Watson’s Life of
Weslev, Wh 1!--!’\':& Rhetorie, Rivers' Ele
of Moral Philosopliy, Powel on Sae-
Ruter s Chureh History, Whate-
Of

o’ =i 'L‘.\ .“'cn'T'l:.u!lh. \\':l?*! !J‘-' Ifi‘-{i-

in]"l‘?" o
(larke's Preachers

Grammer, Swmith's

nent
¢ =1
loy's Liogie—in all fourteen works
m's Life of Wes'er, Whately's
Rutor s

ver's Elcinents of Mor-

il
- Powell
S LLALS 1

yoqe ¥
WY, anl
1
.

on Suee ‘H:'IH.

ani Whately's Logic—in
cizht—are the ouly works in this se-
nld. in l.-ut'-}'-fu?u-n_ b 0 ='|:T|‘II
honks for for vrders.-
Disciplina and HHymn Book
1= and mn<t be us-

all

SIer,

candidatos

TR
CIET IS EE |
L g

i1l never Le

with E

1itr=

(R g Pl ihi}

or Comp

i L

the kinl, Clarke's
e |
Sinith's Elements

Is of

Hus O

nal and
Ll diite

5 .*-.!I '-‘2; | he i the ba

put

in

of iMvinit

caivdidates  for. not the 11111:ir-tl'v\'-—-
ghea'd form a course of stuly for young
i fe: A

committee should be appointed by each

:1[-T-v-|';ll1|'=l ]'_V

men preparing © es the mildistry.

(. mberenve—we one
the North

thority toadopt a course of stady and ex-

ii.‘l'. e

Carolina Conference with au-

amine candilates for adwission ] roba-

tinners into  the travelling connection. —
We are not ill“‘.‘l}‘ii.P} T
to wld just here, thet the minister should
be thoroaehly conversunt with the Disei- |

pline ; and he will be, text-bonk or not, if

may he i.rn?.._-r

d man: nor are we ipsenstble of the al-

chaunstible

mwing of theology, pa-

most i !
thos, beauty and sublimity in the Hymn
dion of hyviuns in
pr

siel a memory an |

Book the v v best eoll

the warld But what sieher, that has |

a s ul for any of thes

. - - - :
inch lonz, will net in the enurse of a few

en 1!{1

!"'\_'A* i.;’._u--_ a great muny ..!' the '.'-'I"\ hiwr

yrars have indellilly writt I I H-
hvimas on all the earlinal doetrines of ows
holy religion? We th

whodly uunecessary to rend the Discipline

toxt=y :.‘.__-.._

think it refore. |

an I]‘\!lil'l Lok as 1E|:1rll'_fl\ |

And
Our ¢ves,

Ars, if it was not a I‘l.'u]i!_\

fun )

n ow before we would regurd it |
as a juks

Now, there are fire important depart-
wen's of divinity anl knowledge, which if
not it whol y unnoticud, are cared for at |
least. lut incidentally, and one uot at al’.
We allude to Christian Perfection, Anti-
pomignisay, Daptism. Popery and Mental |
hilosaphy.  The

b n, we {n'lif Ve, :l‘!'lll"' l, mrst be

.-»!'.flilil_l il:l: e

adopt-

fh”-:\";‘;."_’

1= text-books to wmake the conrse eoimn-

“’---';f".‘ Hr !"Iv?(‘ll"l“r f_'!‘.t'i-Ii.‘lll ]""I“

feetion, Fletchier's Checks, T.‘l.\]r_ll' or Sumi- |

el
plote
mer< or Raoscer on Baptism, Ouseley or
Jones un Romsnism and Upham’s Mental |
That i
too fall we

l}!\‘!!".‘-lllnl.ll‘.' ffili!-!'."ll‘i"g the ‘\'i”
make i]]:' Lis]) LA

That th ‘Y eSS ntial to |

those would
do not belicve.
make it what it ought to be we sabniit to |
All

who enter the minig vy must mester these

the intelligent who are concerned.
rlt‘;».rt'r;-_-.d»' of theolozy and fiells of know- |

I!_".' .\'n-I '-f l_ju-‘l to

;'.r--.u:h with his heart in the work eomld

any o (':;il- i
enlire eourse
of study with these works wn it. He wlo

called of Gad to the

and would t‘:u-'.l.\ master the

eoull not may not b
work of the winistry, we
think : amd he who would

are iduced to
not, disregnrds
Lis call and shoul: be dropped as a drone.

We have thrown out these
the hope to call the attention  of oibers to

views with

I hie course of stu f) iﬂ‘-‘trl'{ES
This is

this subjeet.
issucs profoend and far reacling.
of th: arwory in which we
our shot aud shell, and

onye sectinh

manufacture

whence we snateh our weapons. The objee-
tion that the fithfal minister, witn a thirst
for knowledge, will study the works we
have mentioned, and that therefore there
i no need to adopt them as text-Looks,
lies with all its weight against any course
of study.

PATUL.

For the N. €', Ch. Advocate.
Our Literary Memn.

Aun opinion prevails
that “*leisure and quictude are necessary
to make litevary men"—thut the 7 fting,
surging, I

Who are (lu‘}'?

thinking, working, revolutioniz-
ine characters have neither time nor taste
safficicnt to become Aigh'y Uit rary.

It is a mistake, and your julgment is at
fuult you think Read, if
you please, the funey articles of our Amer-

1

8

if otherwise.

tean periodien and testify whether you
have not iwhibed some of the spirit of the
lounsing, touring, pleasure-seeking au-
Men with
1;\'.'"?. b:l_\il:é sufl lE;I.I.l_-":. are sure to wr le
A

To muke Lim :-"u:-"i:‘.’

thors, solt healds, living solt

softly, however would-be-literary.

| PR

minn rensds for whar ?

No.  To fire Lis mind and wake his innost
soul.

Read after our working men, no matter
where you fiud thew, and you can easily
tell them—yes, you will easily eatceh the
inspivation, and feel like laying aside your
Kids and cane, to congrer, not to win,
yourself a fortuve.

Mcn of every houest trade are literary,
write becanse they are

soft

bat miany never

business of
We
CE g - e

suonld enenuraze mer to be literary at the

saw. the anvil, the

and leave this

mindest,

writing for shaly wmen to perform.

i‘I"“'- at the merchant’s
Wher-
ever and whenever a man feels the inspi-

'.!-‘:-I\'. and i;s y I‘-:I'JHI'!I..“J sidebnard.
ration of labor, let him seize Lis pen aad
wei'e—and he =hall write history. philoso-
par.
imen mature in the sinks of vice. or issue
from the stuly the man of lcisure.

Then our The
men of lL:dor—if not, they should be —

logie, rhetorie, divipity, such as
of
who ar literary men ?

S CIenee

finids her strongest devotees in tha
howller walls of life.
L. B.
R T TS S SR e L T R
SELECTIONS.

Bishop JMorris en Chinreh Polity.

W notiend. a fow weeks =inee, a small
volame from the pen of our senior bishap,

| on the *- Polity and Usages of Mothodism.”

re certain that all who should do

If we we

S0 '-\'l'l_l‘i'f l‘l";"i' £l t. " ouar !}J'I""'-ETIFI'\'_ we

would not quote from its pages; but to

P
bring it ** before the penple.™ and to give
some light in these piping times of reform,
we will eopy some extracts bearing upon
questions mooted in our days.

‘[.Iu;‘f\' will be vead with interest from the
position of their author, and from his age
and intimate acquaintanee with the prae-
We are

afraid of visionary men—of reformers, who

tieal workings of our system.
have spent but few years in our pastorate,
well and

read well, but minst inevitubly break down

who write theories which lonk

| in practice

Methodism hasbeen a preat sucerss, and

we shonld change any part of her work-
ine machinery only afier much care and

IHow - ften

necd to remember the palpable troism,

|r!'--f--:1'.1|l doliberation. Lhiave
Wi
= Change is not neeessarily progress:” nor
on the other hand is it troe that ** Change
is necessary innovation, ™

But we did not take up the prn to write
m essay on church polity, and with aur
Ir &t bow, woe make way for our l»I:-hﬂp:

MINISTERIAL SUPPORT.

[Te has left all for this work. May be
h: was a farmer, or mechaniz, or teacher,
or merchant, or physician, or lawyer—uo
matter what, he has dropped his secular
businessand relinguished his worldly pros-
pects to devote his life to the winistry. Tle
hus done so—1 ~ ]rw';aTl:-'r‘ lﬂ.‘ !_.-!'Iif't'f'r! ‘_.;nsl

called him to it; 2, beeause the church

reengnized that eall, and eneouraged him
at every st—-Il to ]nl'fu"(-i_'t]; it henee follows
----:w}ll.«i\'l-l_\' that the ehureli is l‘f'rlll)lliili]d
at his
Each

for his support while he remains

post. Tt is a small aflair any how.
preacher’s allowance is fixed by the peo-
ple of his own charge through a comwittee
of estimation, whose report is reviewed by
for

the quarterly conferemee.  So miuch

i honse-rent, fucl and tuble expenses, added

to his quarterage, the aggregate is usually
not large enongh to impoverish any com-
The eontract is one-sided ; those

Now,

when o winister is regularly appointed,

munity.
who pay it fix the sum thems lves.

and his allowance is agreed on and settled,
the brethren whom he serves are as miuch
hound in houesty to pay his claim as they
are to pay their store-bills and taxes. So
we think. * Even so hath the Lord or-
dained that they which preach the gos el
should live of the gospel,” is the law of
the New Testiment.
PRESIDING ELDERS.

The office of presiding elder is simply
one of appointiuent by the bishop for ex-
cuntive purposes,

. . 1 - - l
A presiding elaer’sdis- |

t trict includes about twvelve pastoral char-
! ges, more or less, each of which he visits
foar times a year to preach, administer
the ordinances, and hold quarterly confer-
| ence. He tukes charge of all the elders
and deacous, the traveling and local preach-

| ers and exhorters in the district, and is re- ,

| quired to see that every part of the Diseip-
| line is earried out : t'at the interests of the
Sublath-schuol, and tract
| eauses are properly cared for. He pre-

sides in the appeal trial of exeluded mem-

missionary,

bers, and decides all questions of law in
quarterly He
vounge men to their course of studies, and

conference. also dircets
exmuipes the ecandidutes for orders: he re-
- ceives, employs, and ebanges preachers in
the interval of confercnce and absence of
the bishop ; and such as are disorderly he
| brings to account by committee, or reports
them to conference. He a'so is consulted
by the bishop as to the arrangement of the
work and appointment of the preachers to
it, [t will be readily secen how iwm-
portant this office is to the great itinerant

e

If this part of the machinery be
An
error in selecting the officer is noarzunent
against the office.

SVSTenL.
removed, the whole is in confusion.
The peopie might pre-
fer a popular preacher on the distriet, but
sound judgment, and executive skill, and
adwinistrative ability are much more im-
portani in a presiding elder than popular
tulent in the pulpit; at least, this is the
opinion of such as have most experience,
The office first appears on the Minntes of

1785, when an ¢lder s name stands at the

head of each distriet, but without the pre- I
till 1789, just seventy |

fix
years ago, sinee which period the Minutes
in A
usage of seventy-four years' stamling is
It

has, hinwever. ]Ji;}ll']' claims than nce con-

¢ presiding”

this respect Liave been uniform.

entitled to respectiul consideration.
fors off the score of atility. The experi-
ment has proved itself suceessful.
dentinl regulation in our chureh lias done
58 ) 11:'.:-_-!: to l"..'hi.!!_‘l' oar l'lilwr.:li‘it m?!u:T:-!r'\'
the

of the office of presiding elder,

effective, exeept genernl saperinton-
J:'t:-“_\'.
But receutly  there has  been prejudice
agzainst it i ecrtain localities, chicfly, we
presume, on the ground of its expense.
The allowanee of a presiding dlder is esti-

mated by amecting of stewards, coniposed

et oue from each civenit and station i the

for the

TeNees :'u.-[;v-'ti\'.-l T

sty cloetod

}‘_'1' the

:III'] TI}"

ict, purpose

!\' I'ri'l.;‘

wu:u:w:

amount is appor ioned among thew. Some |

Lretheen regard the elder’s elaim as a nse-

less burdon, and ask, Why should he su-

persede our pastor, who preaches as well

as he ean, four Sabbaths of the vear 7 Such

brethren, it seems, take it for granted thag

the chief, if not only business of a presi-
o |

ding elder is to preach, which is only one
of his many duties.

that sent them their pastor appointed their |

presiding elder to hold for thew four (uar-
terly meetings a year, and that they have
1O wnre l‘i;__:_‘l;t-l-) l'-'l-ﬂl“”[(; the claim or
dispense with the services of one than of
the other.
meinlers who thi k the office.
be abolished.  When a traveling preacher
tukes this positicn, allow us to ask, isit
because Le fears to get into trouble, and
does not eare to have a presiding elder

about to rein him vp before a committee,

or to report him  to confercnee 7
loeal pr\-:urh:rr takes it, does he expecet to

be tried, and would he prefer, in that

{ event, that the pastor who brought him

before a emnmittee and suspended him,

should presi e on his trial proper in guar-

terly eonference rather than the presiding

| elder, who is disinterested and espert in |

questions of the sort 7 Or if a member who |

wants no presiding etder should be expell-

ed and take an appeal, would he wish the .
| the church property, and have an undue

| pastor who passed sentence upon him to
| preside over his appeal trial rather than

!thc presiding elder. May be he would |
prefer all this to paying the nresiding el- f

| doer’s claim.

ding clder be done away, something ana-
| logous to it must be sulsituted, or our
' system will be crippled. And 1 give my
' substituted equal to it in simplicity effici
I eney, or economy. There are otbers who

desive the office retained but maodified, so
| as to avoid the expense.  They wish cach
| presiding elder appointed to a pastoral

charge, and paid there like other stationed

| preachers, but to retain his official relation |

i as chairman of the distriet.  Here | would

| ask those cconomists, would they be wil-

! pastor an 1 support him, he giving one-half
| or three-fouths of his time to the interests

of other charges? If not, why wish to |

i lay burden upon others? 1Tpon the whole,
I wish to record my opivion in favor of
retaining the office of presiding elder with
as I'ttle madification as may be. Long und

| well-tried rules which have accogiplished

' much good should never be I:ust*_y aban-

| doned for new aud doubtful experiments.

| We have as much peed of presiding clders

| as we ever had.
LAY REPRESENTATION.

| in ¢ivil affairs,
' electors, and they elect a president, or, in

| them.

{ bundred has ever alkssd

Xll ]'4]'[{- |

We shiould like them |

to remember, also, that the same allt]iill'iT)' |

o 5 .
There are a few preschers and

if ever 1- |
was needed. ecnses to be so, and ought to |
| cal views and prejadices, and their want of

Whena

Well, if the office of presi- |

. | my knowledge.
| ling to take the presiding elder for their |

Obje tion Second.—The members are
not allowed any representation in the con-
ferences.

| This is, in fact, the most formidable ob-
jection to the Methodist polity that can be
brought, and, as far as it is trathful, we
shall “‘own up,” and try to harmonize con-

' flicting views, or, at least, to lessen need-
less prejudice.  We econcede, first, that
| the present represcutation of members i8
indirect, more so than would be sasisfutory
As citizens you vote for

case of failure, the election goes to Con-
gress, and in either case you are represen-
ted .

ave first approved by the lay mewbers, as

Iv our eharstoalive "t‘.ﬁi:gr ].‘"'-’1{"!(']':

we have (ully explained. and, when re-
ccived, beeome the lectors to appoint del-
egates  from among themselves to Genera)
Conference, were they feel that they act for
the menbers asmuch as for the preachiers,
It is, therefore, not exactly correct to say,
the members are not cllowed eny represen-
tation, though, as we said. it is only indi-
rect. The members, however, et a more
prominert part in administering the rules
than in making them. We concede, sce-
only, that if the mewbas of our chiureh re-
ally desire a direct representation in the
coufercncee, with all its expense, trouble,
aud respousibility, they should have it.
As yot, however, there is no evidence that
such representation is generally desired by
We doubt whether one member in
fifty desirves it, and eeriginly not one in a
for it.
movement thie preaches are in advance of

In this

the members, asking “or them what they
If

members generally ever do request it, the

have not asked for tlewselves. the
Generval Conference will respond with fra-
ternal kinduess, as they always have done.
But, Il|i:-.1'.-y. while we should not oppose a
reasonable and well _::n'n:u':-ll_'d I.‘ly repre-
sentation, we are persaaded that such a
plan as has been sugggted by some would
It

is proposed to have as wany lay delegates

bring embarrassment hnstead of relicf.

in General Conference @ there are of cler-
ical; that the lay mewl ers shall be equal in
nuinber to that of the ninisters in the an-
mul confercnees, snd the number of lay-
wen in the bishop’s council shall be equal
to that of the presiding cldaz. Dot bere
let 1t be remembered, the Gereral Confer-
ence already numbers about 254 del ;
double the number, vou have a delibera-
Then, imteal of oue
month to hold a sessios:, we slall need two.
And whether

brethren of sufficient irn]lul'.‘:i-‘]gn‘ to Le del-

tive Lo ?} af SO0,
Large bodies move slowly.

egates would like to leave ther busines and

| spend two months at ouce attending to

charch affuirs, is a question far them to de-
of
1

contain 250, and

cile. Some our annna conferences
many of them over 150
preachers; add as many laynen, protract
the sessions to two or threc weeks, and
where will you find  aceommodation for
thieee, four, or five hundrel men annually

for so long a time? The presiding elders

in the eastern confirences usuly range
from three to six, and in the western confer-
ences from five to ten; add as many lay-

men to the bishop’s council, with their lo-

knowledge as to the work and the laborers,
and we reekon that waking the appoiut-
ments will prove to be a tedions aperation,
But we presume that many long years wil]
pass ere the chureh generally will ask for
guch a representation as this movement
contemplates.  And as to what would be
a safe and su'table plan of lay representa-
tion, T acknowledge mysclf unprepared to
suggest, and would rather wait for time to
develop our wants, and ihe indications of
Providence for the best method of supply-
ing them
AN OLD LIE SHOWN ©P.

Objection Third —The bishops own all

influence in the government.
If that
were only true, wouldn't we be rich 72—

Osn all the church property !

Only six bishops among whom to divide
twenty million dollars” worth !  What a

| pity that truth should vpset the figures and
| leave the objection without any foundation !
judgment in advance, that nothing can be |

Some of our enemies have reiterated this
falschood till they almost believe it true.
Buat now for the facts in the pt‘cmiscg_ 1
have been called bishop twenty-three years,
and yet no house of worsiip or preacher’s
house has ever been deeded to me; nay,
more, | have never in that long period
been promoted to the office of trustce for
any one of your churches or parsonages;to
A few chapels bear my
name, but that gives me neither title nor
trusteeship in them.  Again : the Discip-
line says, *‘Let nine trustees be appointed
for holding church property where proper
persons can be procured ; otherwise, seven
or five.” In defining who are proper per-
sous, it says, “‘No person shall be eligible
! as a trustee to any of our houses, church-
es, or schools who is not a regular member
of our church.’” Here the law of the
church requires nine, seven, or five trus-
tees to hold the property for the general
good, and that they shall be regular wem-
| bera—not bichops.  The recorder’s office

U gmone them.

liberal orthedoxy
| vored us with one gift better than numbers,

| quictly wava over ali rthe varul.
i therefore, hold fast our profession.

| the Spirvit, and of full salvation.

| to your Discipline.

contains the proof that laymen, not bish-

| ops, hold your property in trust for your | latter is easy of determination.

{ benefit.
i OUR PRESENT AND FUTURE.
The time was when Methodism was an
experiment ; the time is, when Methodism
'is a *“fixed fact.” and a glorious faet, too,
At first, some of our enemies thought us
too insignificant ro oppose. One said, “‘Let
the Methodists alone, and in a short time
' a eorn-crib will hold them all.”  But it
! would require more cribs than Joseph built
in Egypt to hold us now.
| 4 mere handful, but now we are spread in-
| to bunds.  *One shall become a thousand,
and a little one a strong nation.”
| we were poor, worshiping by eourtesy in
| private dwellings, school houses, and barns;

to provide for ourselves comfortable chur-

ches, At first we had no literary institu-

what ought to be thus honered ; for the
Mediocri-
ty and ignorance, thongh blessed by proy-
idence with a large and respected place in

| this world, were surely n ¢ intended to

usurp the places assigned ‘o genius, and
learning, and taste.  In the language of
the gifted writcr of the paper on the *‘Rev.

| Thomas Arnold, D D.,” in the last Shu'h.

ern Quarterly Review, ‘‘mediocrity is tol

[ erable, even enjoyable, in some things,
| while in others it is not to be endured. —

Then |

| tions ; but now we have all grades of them, |

: from the clementary school to the univer-
sity, without stint Then our literature
| was quite limited, ; but now we are not
ashamed to compare catalogues with any

religious publishers in Ameriea. Several

! leading denominations or churches of this

country. date back over two centuries,
wlile the Methodist Episcopal Church is
' only about se enty-five years old, and yet,

| numerically, we are perhaps the strongest

| Doctrinally, Methodism bas |
made a strong impression on Protestant |

| Cliristendom, moderating the rigid features
of other systems, and encouraging 2 mor2 |

Bat the Lord has fa-

wealth, learning. books, or orthodoxy.—

| Tle has sent us the Comforter to abide
Methodisi: still operates |

with us forever.
in demonstreation of the Spirit and of pow-

er. A few years sinee, eroakers were in-

! solent, saying, in substance, “‘Methodism

| has lad its day, has accomplished its mis- | ; .
i y P . | ity may secure a reading, or, octcupying

But our nett in- -

| erease of 136,000 members last year, and |

gion, and is defunet.”

the

great revivals

| that her enemies are false prophets, and
that Ler course is yet onward toward the

willenninl glory.  So far is Methodisin

from having accomplished her mission, we |
{ consider the work as but fairly begun, and

{ trust that her peaccful bauners will soon

Yes,
brethren hold on to your duetrine, cspeci-
allv of seneral atonement, the witness of
‘ v Haold on
Hold on to your pe-
euliar rules aud usages, to class-meeting

aud love-feast, to congregational singing

and revival operations ; to the mourners ‘
| Lench. and to kneeling in prayer

Hold

on to itinerancy, amd, as far as may be,
to the cireuit system ; hold on to the pre-
siding eldership and to general superinten-
deney.
it has saved millions now in heaven, and
millions more in Europe and America who

| are still heading for the world of light and
To God be all the glory in |

I'n}.‘:!'i_’ duove.
Chiist Jesus our Lord ! Amen.

Making Haste to Print.

«Making haste to be rich,” the scrip-
tures teach us, lead mwen *‘into a snare,”
and **many foelish and huartful lusts.”—

| Making haste to print, is a more modern
| development of *total depravity.”

Liter-
ature and Republicanism  are both cursed
with the sanme calawity, viz : the rush of

. the incapable for place, and paper-reom,

and the indisposition to such noble public
serviees among those who are capable :—

' and the unfortunate result is, that the of-
| fices and the papers are almost monopoliz-
ed by demagogues and seribblers ; the go- |
vernwent of the country, and the power of |
| the periodical press, are not in the hands

of the wisdom, the palrimism, the genius
and taste of the time. As in the political
case, so in the literary ; declension from

the stern jrinciples of both literary and po- |

litical eriticism and judgment, are well-

nigh foreed by the mere selfishuess of the |

wajority-power.

A judge is cleetive, and must remember |

this in his lezal decisions.  An editor is

gither elective, or dependent for bread up- |

| things in bis literary decisions.
and elevated judiciary wili never be attain- |

[ leges.

on popular favor, and must remember these |

A pure

ed until it is made indepeudent of popular

| whim ; and the highest newspaper chur:ic- -
| ter, tone, and power, will never be realiz-
ed until we have an independent press, en- |

dowed, or otherwise, for the same reason

that we have endowed universities and col- |
Absolute editorial freedom from |
| all influences caleulated to sway the judg-

f ment, whether from hope of reward, or |

| fear of condemnation, is indispensable to
| the realization of the idral newspaper. An
editor should never feel constrained to pub-

\ lish anything which his judgment and

| taste eondemn, or decide to be valueless.—

| Half the newspaper columns of the land
| are filled with such things. :

The highest editorial capacity consists

in the knowledge of what ought not to be

still in progrese, show 5

Tick e, |
[ Salisbury, N. II., which is accompanied

In a word, hold on to everything |
| essential to the suceess of Methodism, for

| Common men are great blessings in the
Then we were | -

pulpit and elsewhere, but the press belongs
to the nobility of mind, and ordinary tal-
ents ought to respect its dignity."”

Men should make haste to write, but

not to print. Writing is an important

lJll[ []11- Lord ll‘lS b]C‘i‘iCd us Whh means pll'l"f Qf r!l"r-“;*)l-lﬂl Cul[urt‘- hur prilni“g Is fﬂr
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the culture of the pablic. and its end is
defeated if 1t is made the medium of com-
municating the inanitics and vulgarities
of those who have no culture themselves.

| Many men print because they never reflect
1 L -

upon the audience to which they speak.—

| They utter things through the press which

| among

| your perusal.

they, with all their hardibood, would not

| have the courage to utter hefore a larze

and intelligent congregaticn ; forgotting

| that lhmu;rh the press th-'.\' :-'p-.‘ftk Inan au-

dience of from thirty to fifty thousand, per-
haps, including the highest iotelligence
and refinewent of the land  And not on-

ly do they speak to an august presence ;—

| they record their folly upon the bulletin-

boards of the world L s man speak folly,
not many hear it, it will be forgotten, and

But if he “wrife him-
in the public prints, wo

he may improve.
self down an ass”
be unto him. -
Nothing that is not valnable, in thought,
or sentiment, or public interest, should ev-
er appear in a newspaper. Unimportant
things, which must be published, should
be in the fewest possibly words, that brev-

but little space, be out of the way.
N. O.Christian Adverate.

Daniecl Webster's Comnfession of
Faith.

Dr. Swith, of Concord, N. ., has pub-
lished the following letter of Dunicl Web-
ster to Rev. Thomas Worcester, furmerly
proctnrs wl e Ouvuegsvgational Cluacck in

ous tuith, both

We

with a confession of his reli;
of which are in his own handwriting.

{ have seen Mr., Webster's name in the ree-

ords of the CLhurch in Salisbury, enrolled

wistake not

.
i We s

its wembers,
about the time the letter below bears date.
e remained n member of that church un-
til his death. The letter aud eonfession
were pever before published. They are
as follows :
Boscawey, August, 8, 1807,

Dear Sir: The other day we were con-
versing respeeting confussions of faith,
Some time ago [ wrote d wn for my own

use a few propositions in the ghape of ar-

' ticles, intending to exhibit a very short

summary of the doetrines of the Christian

religion as they impress wy mind. Thave

| taken the liberty to enclose n copy for

I am, sir, with respeet,
yours. &e.
D. WEenstER.

I believe in the existance of Almighty
God, who ereated and goveras the whole
world. Iam taught this by the works of
natare and the word of revelation.

I believe that God exists in three per-
sons ; this I learn from revelation alone.
Nor is it any objection to this belief that
I canmot comprehend how cue can Le three
or threeone. 1 hold it my duty to believe,
not what 1 can comprehend or account for,
but what my maker teaches me,

| believz the Seriptures of the Old and
New Testament to be the will and word
of God.

I believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of
God. The miracles which he wrought es-
tablish, in my wind, his personal autherity,
and render it proper for mc to believe
whatever he asserts; I believe therefore,
all his deelara-ions, as well when he de-
clares himself the Son of Gaod, as when he
declares any other proposition. And I be-
liecve there is uo other way of salvation
than through the merits of bhis atonement.

I believe things past, present, and to
come, are all equally present in the mind
ofthe Deity ; that with him there is no sue-
cession of time, nor of ideas ; that there-
fore, the relative terms past, present and

! future, as used among men, cannot with

strict propriety, be applied to Deity. 1 be-
lieve in the doctrines of forcknowledge and
predestination, as thus expounded. Ido
not believe in those doctrines, s imposing
any fatality or necessity on men’s actiouns,
or any way infringing free agency.

I believe in the utter inability of any
human being to work out his own salvation
without the constant aids of all grace.

I believe in those great peculiarities of
the Christian religion —a resurrection from
the dead and a day of judgment.

I belicve in the universal Providence of

God; and leave to Epicuras, and his more

unreasonable followers in mwodern times,

published, rather than in the knowledge of | the inconsistency of believing that God

ATE
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advance.

:f made a world which he does not take the
| trouble of governing.*

{ Although T have great respect for some

 other forms of worship, I believe the Con-

gregational mode, on the whole, to be pre-
ferable to any other

I believe religion to be a matter not of

demonstration, but of faith. God reguires

- us to give credit to the truths which he re-

veuls, not because we can prove them, but

| because He declares them. When the

mind is‘reasonably convineed that the Bi-

; ble is the word of God,the only remaining

duty is to receive its doctrines. with full
! confidence of their truth, and practise
them with a pure heart.
- I believe that the Bible is to be under-
. stood and received in the plaio and obvi.-
1 ous meaning of its passages ;: sinee I can-
| not persaade myself that a book intended
| for the instruction and conversation of tho
whole world, should cover its true meaning
in such mystery and doubt, that none but
crities and philosoohers can discover it.

I believe that the experiments and sub-
tleties of human wisdom are more likely to
obscuro than to enlighten the revealed will
of God, and that he is the most accom-
plished Christian scholar who hath been
educated at the f<t of Jesus, and in the
College of Fishermea.

I believe that all trae religion consists
in the heart and the affections, and that,
therefore, all creeds and confessions are
falible and uncertain evidences of evangeli-
cal piety g

Finnil_\'. I believe that Christ has im-
posed on all his disviples a life of active

i benevolence ; that he who refrains only
from what he thinks to be sinfal, has per-
formed but a part, and a small part, of
his duty ; that he is bound to do good and
communieate, to love his neighbor, to give
food and drink to his enemy, and to en-
deavor, 8o far as in him lies, to promote
peace, truth, piety and happiness in n
wicked and forlorn world, believing that
in the great day which is to come, there
will be no other standard of merit, no oth-
er eriterion of charscter, than that which
is already established. “*By their fruits yo

{ shall know them.

* l}r. SIH‘F!“L‘}{.

An Aftecting Incident,

When Dr. ITutton was Bishop of Dar-
ham, (as we are told by his biographer,)
and as he was travelling over Dam, Wegs-

{ 1'ydul2 and Ingleton, he suddenly dismour -

| ted ; and, having delivered his horse to s
| servant, walked to a particular place, at

| 8 me distanee from the higbwny. where he

| kneeled down, and continued sonie time in

prayer.  On his veturn, one of his atton-

| dauts took the liberty of inquiring what
. was his master’s motive for sa singular

an act ; in answer to which the Bishop in-
formed him that, when be was a poor bay,
without shoes or stockinge, traversing this

- cold and blesk mountain on a fiosty day,

| he remembered that he had disturbed a

red cow, then lying on that identical place
in order to warin his feet nnd legs on the

| spot,

The above aneedote, which so beautifal-
ly and touchingly illustrates the character

| of the worthy Bishop, is taken from

Whittaker's ** History of Richmond--

{ shire. "

I1' ¢8 it nct teach us (wo thirgs ¥ First:
[hit we Jught never to be ashamed of

| poor parents, and the mean and lowly eir-

| cumstances of our early days.

Itis a
much greater honor, to any wan to have
raised himself by his knowledge, his indus-
try, aud his goodness to the highest posi-
tion in society, than if he bad inherited
such position merely by the accident of his
birth or fortune.

Secondly : That when any [ittle inei-
dent occurra to remind ns of the lowliness
or privations of our former life, we ought
to wake vse ofit as an outlet for our grat.
itude to God, and as & motive for renewed
devotedness to His will and service, who

| “‘rai-eth up the poor out of ihe dust, and

| lifted up the beggar from the dunghill,”
that He may “*set them among the prin-
ces of his people.

ll:;linl; Summer,

There is a time, just when the frost
Preparcs to pave old Winter's sway,

| When Autumn is a reverie lost,

The wellow daytime dreams away:
When Summer comes, in musing mind,
To gaze once more on hill and del,
To mark how many sheaves they bind,

Aund see if all are ripened well.

With balmy breath she whispers low,
The dyiug flowers look up and give

| Their sweetest incense ere they go,

For ber who made their beauties live.
She enters ‘neath the woodland’s shade,
Her zephyrs lift the lingering leaf,

And bear it gently whereare laid
The loved and lost ones of its grief.

| At last old Automn, rising, takes

Again his sceptre and bis throne,
With boisterous band the tree he shakes
Intent on gathering all hisown. t
Sweet Summer sighing flies the plain,
. And waiting Autumn, gaunt and grim,
Sees wiser Autunm hoard his grain,
And smilee to think it's all for hiw.




