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Ridgway Letters.—No. IV.
FEMALE EMPLOYMEXNT.

There is no subject, which, in the opinion of |
the writer, has stronger claims upon the attention
of the christian, and the philanthropist, than the
sapply of rewunerative Jabor for indigent females.
There are thousands of poor women acattered over
the land. who are entircly dependent upon their
own labor for a sapport; and in many instaunces
the support, not only of themselves, but of help-
lgss children, and decrepit parents. It is traly
painful to walk through the suburbs of our towns
and cities, and see the large number of small, un-
comfortable hoases, built in the cheapest style
and rented at exorbitant prices, to poor widows,
are dra out a misvrable existence of
urremuncrated toil, endeavoring to feed and

lothe their children. This class of the com-
munity is constantly increasing, while the re-

f their support are being daily lessened.

ars ago,  woman could maintain herself

1g, but then, all the necessar.es of life

> comp! .1‘1_".,_\ low: now the profits arising
from this particular labor would be entirely n-
adequate to a support. For many years, sewing
has been their main dependence. The husband
lies, and the widow removes to town and * takes
z for a Iy But this meant,
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v ** consider myself rebuked”
I Sovercign North Carolina, u‘i-r:

JH;.— Van Winkle, has reprimanded a littls effusio
t hat gushed up from my heart a few weeks sinee.
m ust have been terrible, for notl ing
ver known to awaken Old Rip
due diffic ‘--nr'u in replying to so
le and aged a t but my
ed by v his gingerly insinuating
r.;L-qun illikeral, snd 2 little bit fooli

undertake to prove my assertion fulso
certain we.d known names, and your poc
enly be accounted for by your centonnial
which you have just aroused. The
liree men you mentioned are cogsiderable men,
but do you delight in taem? TFor shams Old
Rip ! Twao of 1'3 e men you ignomini ously dis-
missed from the Senate, and the third you moan-
Iy hurled from a Iu ss elevated nosition,  You de-
Jizht in great men, do you ? I rather think you
a cannibal d ts in fat men; but'you
are not so ealeulat heatlien gourma
for he waits patiently Gl his victim is grown, bat
you devoar all yours imms i.h'..—u!_'_.'. You never
suffer any men to rise up to gizantic greq
23 BUON 48 & S0N of promise is seen o ming up,
you study his fortifications and begin the assault.
Some yon kill with demagogues, others you pass
on with culumnies and rilili--'l"-'m' oune you in-
carcerate in the dungeon of your false promises;
another you basely abandon to your encmies ; one
is crucified for daring to assert that you are an
”)Jn,pf-ll\lult govereign ; another is gibbeted for
not surpassing the chil dren of a better Sire than
1 when all other resources fail, you
in the
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your unfortunate victim to death. This is the
waoy you do, and you know it ; and if you dare to
contradict me I shall pull your nose, or pierce
you with my bodkin.

But we certainly were understood to refer to
Per Inps you will
bave the effrontery to say we have some great
men in the Methodist Chureh within your do-
winions! You meant that for a nod affirmative
did you? It was a nod sleepily, patriarchal sir,
and nothing else. 'We have no great statesman,
lawyer, doctor, author or preacher. ‘“here now,
take that. 1 say we bave not one, such as men
and history call great, in this Couference. Dut
‘¢ you do not seek what the world ecalls greatness.”
I know you do not, and that is what I detest in
your character. There must be great men in all
these departments, and if Methodist religion is
incompaiible with such greatness, then Methodist
religion is not the thing desirable. You may put

on your long scuctimonions face, Lud sing a la

| s flan,

“ How vain are all things here below,
How f:lse, and yet how fair.”
But ladies will love and admire greatness; yes
Old Rip, your class leader's wife and daughters
will reverenes greatness, and if yondo not furnish
it inside of the church, they will seck it elsewhere
You will expel them will you? Good, on.
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| You will soon expel all of them and finish with

.i‘l.

| only proper fruits of greatness is position

yourself.
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NATURE

Thoughts
CAN THE DIVINE SIFEER.
Wi
iz omnipotont, and "“”':'i"'["' e e
not involve o contradietion ?
that the ¥vine n:

fire

| hundreds of wise

We answer if God ehooze to suffer he eiin.,
not, if he
all thines thut does

In
Is it a selfevidet proposition
ture 1= impassalile and
My wind does not see it so;
songer and holior minds than mine
1t ean not ther » be a sclf-ovid
sition, whatever vlse it may he.  Bat if it is n
self-evident it peeds proof, assumption will not de
a holy horor at the demand for proof of this o
:1;.\-;|m-:;|'1:-n 1s uot a nt. It will notsatis!.
the thinking and intelligent mind. It is said di
vinity eon not snfier; fer all suffering imyplies in
perfection and the i"nir..[\ :
if tke Divinity can not suffer when || s voluntari!
chonses to do #n. ho can not do what ever ]
pleases and is therefore not (\mnirwtw:t H e
the infinite perfection of the God head heeomos
reason for the possibility of his suffering.  1f ys
assert that God can not suffer. even thonsh 1
might <le-~1r~" to do so to aceomplish the great ey
of the world’s salvation, you limit his pe rfections
and deny his infinity. It is not truo,
rament assumes that the eapac ih,' to suffer tmplie
r.:;!(lw-'f!lltl. We know that the most imperiie
which we have any knowledge, has
acity for suflering, nnd it
cr ine reiases \'u!h perfection  of natare, (O
matter without life has no capacity f
Oreanized matter endowed with t
lowest, and most i-np‘ rfect form of animal li
can suffer ; 2 more perfect form of aniwal iife ca
suffer wore, and | ]IL most pe rfeet formn of anim:
life is capable of yet more suffering. If w
add to the most perfect form of animal being, i-.
tellectual and moral powers, the eapacity to suffi
is vastly inereased. Iutelleetnal and moral b
ings are capable of more saffering than anima’
because they are more perfect. The most ]n»r!l---'
deve Illlliridll of intellectual .n.li mori life we wi
ness in men and women who have the greate
capacity for suffering. Now if we may be a
lowed to reason from this apalory we are driv
to the conclusion that Divinity the most perft
form of all being is capable of most sufferins. A 4
(iod is infinite, endowed with infinite pe ion
bis capacity to suffer, like his capaeity to euje
must be infinite.

Itis again urged, that
from derangement of bature. God’s natu
can not be deranged 5 therefore Divinity cant
suffer. The principle assumed in this arpume
is not true.  All suffering does not result fro
n dr_:.m“c' i]m ased cunrf:[lon of nature; on t
contrary the capacity to suffer decreases with t

cun not suffe;

nt ;-‘."'-Im.
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as this 2
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heinss of

all suffering procee’ s

r

pation,agd yelp | progress of discase, and when the derang zement | f

nature is perfect the canagity to suffer is entirely
lost. Buffering resulls from a want of harmony
between internal nature and external circumstan-
ces. You hear a grating discord ; it renders you
unhappy, not begause your nature is diseasad, but

| because the sound is not in harmeny with your [

nature. ~You s a loithsome ObJECt it is un-
pleasant ngt bacause your nature is deranged,
| but because the object is not suited to your sense
| of the beautiful. You feel a sting ; it is paicful,
| not becanse of any general derangement of nature,
{ but beeause it is not in harmony with your fee-
| lings. You see a wicked action performed, you
dls.lpprm"o of it, and it makes you unhappy, not

| this evening, my eyes fell upon the aj
made ab S
| list, I see that many who reeeis

because of any natural de rangement, but because |
| the action of another is not in harmony with your |

| moral sense. Nearly all the suffering we endure

whether of bm]) . mind, or hear’,

is;caused by a i

want of harmony between us and our “cireumstan- .

ces and associations.

And may et God euffor fram a similar enose ?
from a want of harmony between bis nature and
the actions and cnmiuet of men. It

[ that all suffering implies change, but God is un-
changeable. All <nﬂur' ng does notimply cunnge
ot nature. It implies a Lh'm"c in mental state,
but not a greater change than i is implied in the
eapacity of foe! ling or emotion, and this, the Bible
aseribes to God.
God as loving rejoicing, being angry recouciled.
Now what does this language imply if nota change
of mental state ?

There was a time when God did not create, a
time when he did ereate, and a time when he fin-
ished his work and rested from labor.
changed in mental state ; and is there not as much

change in this as there is in passing into a state
of s ng 7 D.
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heart of the siuner, swells the triamph
“I am the Light of the world.”
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The Conference at Salisbury in 1851.
Bro. Herrin:—In Inoking oves eld paper

.-'_:fumi*;uts
In Took over the

:c;.[-.::r|t3..-||.'a

Salishury. m 1851,

tllt‘l] '“';l' be abseut at the eull of the roll in Sal-
isbury, in 1860.

At the Confercuce in 1851, nive were seceived
on trial; and of thet nuwmber, only firo remain
as members at the yroesent thue, viz: N. F. Reid
and Abram Wear:

Eleven who recei
ference, have sluee |
i . D. Benyg
Neshitt, A. J. "".'
seph Goodimay;
W. I. Lanzdon an
may be added the
ary to Caliioreia,
who was transferred
Total 13.

Five who received appointments then,
now exereise the ministerial fanction. vi
]is‘_y:mr_ T. W, Postell, G . Farrub
Baring and J. D. Montague.

Eleven who were mewmbers of Conference then
have 'i:( «» gone to other Conferences; viz
Allen, A B, Ande D. Lumsd
Barton, 1. T €
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The key-stone in the a
important than any conside

sufornit v to the n.i] of which A
I'\‘\"'.I‘.L'l]. in the sacred oracles—the Book of Truth,
which contains every precept necessary to insure
bappiness here, and guide its followers to the
mansions of bliss, in the world of glory.
blackest infidel who worships the ravings of Tom
Paine, or admires the ealn, philesophic writings
of Hume, will admit the proposition, that if
true will of God were known, hagpiuess would he
attained in obeying his will. Here is the starting
point in infidelity—a rejection of the willof God
as revesled in the Holy Seriptures. They cast
awny the true light, and grope their way in the
darkness of vagne reasonings and conjectures. —
Where then do they find the will of God, which is
essential to happiness? Glorying in the power
of intelloct, and assaying a task, of which man,
unaided by the light of IHeaven, is incapable,

Nl

v
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e

di- |

The |

| science should vot be s
| forts to speak,

they set to work with the intent of barring the |

mworal law from the
man—an<d whatever ficts may be gathered in his
woursful history. Dut one re 11:1;}; is mecessary
farther to he mmo of the incfficiency of man to
discover the will of (Fod, except in his Word :—
All the infie |‘._‘I'\ together, from a Gibhon or TTume,
to a Tom Paine, have never vet made system to
which they t}u.-m---h- s would agree, and which
could command the : ttention of a thinking peo-
le; ench one builds up his own sy stom, and

I-.‘. chnci
calls 1t the will of God, erects nn image with his

works of manture—the state of |

i n{‘

own puny hands, and calls upon the world to |

to fall down and
ess idol. Here then, we

their votive offcrings,
his non-sens
subject

bring
worship
rest the
he found, but in thc line of duty, and that duty,
is plainly revenled in the Scriptores of Kternal
Truth. The thousands of ehristian hearts whien,
day by day, feed on the hidden manna, whose

| “* peace flows as a river, and whose righteousness
as the waves of the sea,”

| timony to the Truth; and the anguish WIung

’
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The Advocate is enlarged. Growth, is then
the first thouzht. This 1 ne
paper ; but it a periodical is not zood, ;::_.:‘ nol
1t sliould not o; ']'..‘
by degrees, should at e .'{.
far as matter can be dest il rather. s
irowth in gra wwledre i
A religiot i
and its 1
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ood In a 2o WS-
I3 conversion,
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ot
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this purpose,
spee t TCI ny no
many pr ofrs
laid I.J the } ity
ness suffizient to redeem
some would have to die the death. ,\ N
Advoeate. 1 like to say it 1l hasa bo
bas eapaeity ; itis humble, but nona the less
on this account. l'lvfrvt 1iing that is ex
comes -u.iu'uutt, 1 with the IIL.I]t that le ui»tmnu-'h
the vale of humility. How isit, that this pape
has ever been anything else, but a large mur.
It seems now to look at you, and is not ashamed
to be looked at. It talks right out—plain Kn-
glish—scnse tuo, perfumed with piety.
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Now, as the Advoeate is enlarged, it ghould do
yusiness, so to speak.  Ttscontributors
increase in numbers. Chistian men of
North Carolina, where are yon ? what are you?
contain
The number of sebseribers should
at once inercake: then would o taste for reading
An inerease of pic-
ty would be the re ~n" and this operating upon
the world, would iner the desire to ba eaved.
What a result from growth in the Advoeate! Th
word with which 1 set out ressive and ex-
pansive—-Enongh for one article.

With this growih, I Lope that troth will #
slone the lines of ignorance and sin,
own native ]1'9\ aili power, assort
That light will discover duties and respousil )
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