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S lgnoranee 1 wrong-doing as an exeuse.
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To # North Siate.”
A TEW QUESTIONS FROM AN INQUIRER.

L observe in the “ Advocate' ol the 18th
inst., that you have discovered the “strat-
t‘i.:j‘” of cortain pcl‘:iuns, *with -.il.-:li'.u .‘-:-‘"'
to you, on all points but one, so that jou
have no doubt as to the *source” ol the
“strategy”” and “realintention of the ehief
actors.”  Now my dear “North State” 1
think that having discovered these per-
sons and things you ought, in justice to
the Chureh, to answer a fow plain (ues-
iions, from one who wyats to know ‘who
these persons ave, and what their inten-
tions are, towards our dear Church. If
you deeline the answers, 1 hope the cdi-
tor of the Advocate” will anzwer them,
as the Church ought to know all about
this “*masked,” “strategic’” movement.

1st. Who are the persons engaged in
it, give us their names?

2d. What injury to the Church Jo
they jarcpose

1 see also that ypeu propose to the
Church six grand reforms and 1 want to
ask a few unestions aboet thew.

t5t. You propose a “general restricted
gouvention,” in which the whole Church
shall be /u/ly represented.  Cin this prop-
asitiun of yours, 1 desire to ask, '

1sic. In what is the “general conven-
tivn'’ to be “restricted ¥ Shall lay del-
egates be admitted? Shall a certain
class of preachers beadmitted? Or shall
gvery man, woman and child in the
Chnreh be admitted ¢

2d. Do you in _fact mean, it shall Le
“general,” of the “whole Chureh,”—*iul-
ly represented ? .

5d. In its getion, shall the whole Dis-
cipline be re-enacted 7 Might not that
al][ect our “(ieneral Episcopacy 7" Migzht
not'that affect our “unsullied itinerancy 7”

2o0d. You propose to make the Iisci-
pline “vbligatory on the ministers and la-
ity.” Oan this point I desive to ask, Is
not the Discipline obligatery xvw, “both
upon the ministry and laity.”  If not,
why has it not been made so hefore ?

3rd. You propose to “let class meet-
ings cease to be a test of membership,
but let pastors hold them,” Xe. I desive
1o ask, Tst. Did Mr. Wesley ever make
;ttelld:uicc at class-meet.ings a test of mem-
bership ?

2nd. When it became a test ’

ird. ly what guthority was it made
s0, i. e. whether by preachers, laity, or
a general, restricted convention ol the
whole Chyrch.”

4th. Can the anthority making it re

eal or unmake it?

4th. You propose to let the probationary
system cease and admit the members by
solemn covenant, &c.

Now [ desire to ask, what kind of cov-
enant you mean to have 7 Is itto be more
binding thun that made at baptism (or
“the door of the Church’) as recorded
on page 149 of the Diseipline of 1850,
commencing ‘“Dost thou renounce the
Devil &e. 77 Has the probationary sys-
tem been regarded or disregarded in late
years ?

dth. You propose to change the term
of the pastorate, and yet restrict it, so as
to secure a fully efficient itinerancy. |
want to ask a (uestion or two about that.

1st. Do you propose to lengthen the
tarm or shorten 1t?

2d. If youlengthen it, will it not in the
proportion in which you do =so, reduce
the “efficiency of the itinerancy

3d. If you shorten it will there not be
too much itinerancy ?

Gth. You propuse to make Conference
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Fiiexsps axo Beesuanegx 0 In a fow tiie
days the Conference year wiil close and
the preachers that have labored with we
will be compelled to weet in Annual Con-
lerence, to be sent in many  cases, i not
in all, to new fields of labor

Thisis all rizhi g, cordiay to our Charel
lawsz. piut bave we as a people faithfully
and reliziously dischareed our dutizg to-
wards our preachers in jpayiaz them off
for their labors?  Fhis isa  question in
volving much.  Would that | were {ully
{,’l_llllilutt nt to ;.':;\",‘ sueh H] ‘!‘l:}‘.‘!}’ 10 i}l.'c
question, as would open the eéyes of all
our people and ean=ze them to henceforth
come fully up to their duty in support-
1622 Lur minisiers,

[ feel my incompeteney to do so, bat
at the same time, as | only iontend
I feel that it is net amiss tor me to say
few words on this tinporiant subject ; tor
[ know that there iza |lct-l'-:;.'~,ity for a re-
formation as touching this important mat
ter. We are tauzht in God's word that
the laborer is worihy of his nice. 1 teel
that this so.  Our preachers are not heg
gars, they should not be allowed to beg
We shonld pay them every dollar due |
them, and we shop!d feel that we are due
them a sufiicient mnount to keep them
from want—to supply them with all the
necessavies and comtorts ol this lite, as
nearly as circamstances will allow.  Ma-
ny of ouy ]ll‘t":lt"llc}‘ﬂ are }i(l-’ﬂ']_\;’ }‘mill——-iht‘;_\'
are not paid a sufficient amouat to far-
nish them with the necessarvies of life.—
They ste driven to buy and scll to make
a decent zupport to keep their loved ones
from want. Thor winds, they cannot
give wholly to the work that they
engaged in, as they are dviven, in wauy
cases, to exereise their minds for another
purpose——to make money so as to enable
them to go decent, as a christian  zentle-
man should always do, and alsato take carve
of those that look to them for a sapport. .
Many of us feel that when we give 7w cliing Jecioaton s :
dollirs to onr pastor, that we have dowe of & i ;.'._-'nc meh
enough. What is ten dollars? Lt 13 not | in Givcal ly heon
forty cents.  Wonid our zen dollar broth- | subseriiied I -
er have bzen satistied at only giving torty [ fitty peicons Uy Daviel
cents to his pastor before the war? 1| Piewaster, dawes Hawabion, Sa L ;."‘
think not. Surely he would not, but on | Rawlinson, Adlved Sace, aind ey o
the contravy he would have considered ik thie s
himself disgraced to have given such a
sum, yea, more he would have ieclt that
he was sinning to have done no wore ~—
And it would have heen a sin. And my
brother it isa sin now for you ownly to
give a Ten ollur Cont”d. note whea you
should give a Ten doilar gold picce or 13
equivalent in provisions or in curreney. -
Will the religion of Christ allow us 1o be
penurious and mean ? [t will not. Then
it follows that the man that is penurious
and mean has not the religion of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Awnd it is so,
as surely as that the sun rises in the cast
and sets in the west.

Is it not penurious and mean in us to
withhold a decent support from our
tars 7
it is.
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and State boundaries the same, except
where there are geographical difliculties
I understand that, but then you make
what I think ought to bave been your 7th
proposition, which please allow me to
state.

Tth. “Continue no cireuit” (what of
the stations 7) “beyond one year thut does
not secure to the Chureh a good parson-
age with the necessary grounds and fix-
tures.”

Woauld it not be better to say fwo yeacs
at least? Can all the circuits (and sta-
tions) support their preachers, pay other
gxpenses, and yet spare a sum suflicient
to buy or build a parsonsge in so short a
time ! By grounds and fixtures, do yon
mean gardens, orchards, as much land as
the preachers’ horse can work atodd
times, and a good cook !

You conclude by saying, Asto lay rep-
pasentation in spiritual matters and a
s Bishop for each Conference we cannot
abide them. “Adopt them, the M. E.
(Church coases to exist.”” Idesire to ask
a question or two about that.

Look at some of our preachers,
they are in rags, and to judge from tie
way they talk, they are not only poorly
paid, but they fear they may come to
want. fn_/:m'f (]lf.a'/ aie ufn.«u/l.y i want
Now is it to be supposed that =2 preacher
so cirenmstanged can labor among the
people that he is with, as he ouglit? ]
think not, for if he has the religion of
Christ in his own heart, ke must teel thai
the people, as a people, whom he is called
upon to serve, are altogether destitute of
such religion.

11 there is a cireuit or station ia this
Conference that has failed to pay the
preachier- this year, let not the members
of the Chureh be satisfied until every dol-
lar be raised and sent o said preacher.
lict us look to it, in the coming year,
that we provide well fur each and every
preacher that is called upon to labor fur
us. Let all those that have pl‘i}\'isiull-'- to
spare, give provisions instead af money.
Let those that have only mouey to give,
give aceording to what the necessaries of
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