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| He fonghit agood fight, but it was be- ] “Deliver me from  going down to the

1f he wasn mman of power it | never turned our eyes to the horrible

eause he was elad in armor barnished | pit, for I have found a ransom.”  We

in the light of heaven.

m God—an trast that was not disap-
poiuted, for the same waves of desola-
tion that brongeht destruction to the

wicked, only floated him nearver to his

His trust was. had never heard of sin had there been

no Saviour, nor of hell had there been
ne heaven. Sufficient for the day is
the evil thereof;” and never had Bible-

Both at Brond Hembury, and after-
wards in London, the happiest results
attended his ministry. Many sinners

were converted; and the doetrines
.I which God blessed to the accomplish-
‘ment of these results, may be learned
'from the hymns whieh Toplady has
bequeathed to the church—“Rock of
Ages, cleft for me;” “A debtor to mer-

All external to him | sleeping felon to awake him  from his ease invade;” and, “Deathless prinei-

within hita woas the sweet ealmof God’s | the smiling form of Merey, and hear | seem as if the finished work were em-
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him, when hie had the testimony from

the 1iil'é of Jebovahi: “Thee have I
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eration,”

Noah was o tin of surong faath. —
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For centu-

ries the Liws of natare had rvolled on
ia theirundisiarbed and placid eourse.
The secascns had come  and gone i

regular succession: rain eud fallen on-
rivers and
brooks had borne  their waters safely

tlhat
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to the sea, and wiste  world of
place by the
fixed decree, “Hitherto  shalt thou go
Men began to speak
of nature, and
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and uo Guther”
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then as now, felt us Were 8o

sired that God himsell conld not change

Faith Iilustrated by Noah. E

EY ROBERT BOYD, D. D.

It is the very nature of sin to spread
ike n deadly leprosy. Though in the |
livs of Noah the world was but yet in |

very infancy of its being, yet r-in|
had ui-.:'-‘lxtuml and widened as it rolled
Jone its dark course, till hatred of |
Lov andd truth and goodness had be- |
ome almost The wicked- |
ness of man had grown to gigantic and I
icarful proportions. That guilty race |
wire delnged in sin before they were |
Jelnzed in the waters of the flood. — i
Had they not been first buried under |
acenmulated  pollution
cuilt, they wounld not have been en- |
culphied in the avenging waters.

[ the midst of such an appalling |
isvegard of God, Noah stands up be-
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nniversal.

of their |
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fore us a noble spectacle.  His simple :
mil ehild-like faith, and his unﬂinch-i
ing and  persevering obedience, are |
truly snblime. There is exhibited ho-
Iv integrity in the midst of universal
corruption; an unwavering adherence
of right, —when it was the object of
poplnar eontempt and seorn; the full-
st recognition of God’s superior right
to covern and to be obeyed, when all
hiud sunk into unbelief, and revolted
Itis only when men
are bronght into  circumstances that
them  thoroughly, that
we know what they are.  'We are told
that the man who is  tried is blessed,
and the wore severe the trial the more
vlorions is the triumph of Divine grace
off
And to every man there comes his tes-
ting time—his time of trial; and the

acaiust His laws.

test and try

when it brings him unscathed.—

worse the state of society around him,
the wore conspicuous becomes the in-
tecrity of the man that stands boldly
Thus Noah stood like a
rock amid  the swelling torrent of
‘bounding sin around him, and not
for o moment was the purity of his
purpose shaken. There he stood,
trie, faithful, unbending witness, for
(el his meekness under insult, his
decp pdety shining bright in its soli-
tddie
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and his undaanted heroism exci-

i our warmest admiration. To

them. It 1s no new thing for men to
wish to make God the slave of his own
laws, and to argne that things which
God has said shall be done  eannot be
done, beeanse they will interefere with
the laws of nature.  No  doubt there
were some of these very people in
those days, who soughié to show how
impossible it was that a tlood could
take place, and laughed to scorn the
warnings of the man ofGod, as the ra-
vings of fanaticism, as they entrench-
ed themselves bebind what they called
But Noah firmly
and implicitly The
Lord had said it, and that was enough
for him. The arguments of the phi-
to him than
thie chirping of the grasshoppers, when

the laws of natnre.
believed God.

losophers were no more

the voice of eternal wisdom was sound-
ing in his ears.

But it appears that Noah's faith in
the first place, operated by fear. “By
faith Noah being warned of God of
things not seen as  yet, with
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of
Some people think that
if a man has any it is a sure
proof that he has no faith. But this
is a mistake, for faith often intensifies
fear. When the sinnner homnestly be-
lieves the threatenings of God’s law it
drives him to Christ. When a man
believes himself in danger of drown-
ing he takes a firm grasp of the rope
that is flang to him. John Bunyan
says: “I was brought intosuch a dread
and horror of the wrath of God, that
I could not help trasting in Christ; T
felt that if he with a drawn
sword in his hand 1 must even
right upon its point sooner than en-
dure my sins. If fear was to have no
part in man’s furning to God, why has
God put so many terrors in the Bible?
Why did one say, in view of the dan-
gers of sinners, “Horror hath taken

moved

his house.”

fears,

stood

gibi

hold upon me, because of the wicked
that forsukethy laws ?” Why did Paul,
say “Knowing the terrors of the Lord
we pursuade men ?” No doubt the great
power of the gospel is love; but it alse
utters its stern voice of terror in the
words, “He that believeth not shall be
damned!”

says:

thas stand faithful among the faithless
than a mere
it re-

something more
recrion of form  or ceremony;
Guires the power of God’s mighty
trace rooted in the deepest depths of
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our souis, and a firm hold upon God’s
{ruth, which the rudest shocks of time
can never relax.

Noal, in the conrse of God’s provi-
dence, was made a public man—a rep-
resentative foot-steps
were to leave deep prints upon the
sands of time. Dut for his publie
work, he got all his strength and pow-
er in secret communion with God. It

man—whose

On this subject Dr. Guthrie
“(yod indeed tells us of hell, but it is
'to persuade us {o go to heaven; and
|as a skillful paiuter fills the back-
ground of Lis picture with lus darker
colors, God puts in the smoke of tor-
ment and the black clonds of Sinai to
give brighter prominence to Jesus, the
Cross of Calvary, and His love to the
chief of sinners. His voice of terror
is like the seream of the mother bird
when the hawk is in the sky. She
alarms her brood that they rin
and hide beneath her feathers; and as

I believe that God had left that moth-
er dumb unless hebad given her wings

may

What |

ihongh the whole worlid was sgniust |

door.” "—Daptist Record.

Selertions,

God Seen in Nature.

We need aelearer insighi, a more
spiritual mind, to enable us to see
Divine One above, arontid and beneath
us, working 7n natare and history and
through the activities of men, to realize
His holy pnrpose.
are filled with wonder at acconunt
of the ereation of
ago, who see the earth created anew

the
thonsands VOnrs
yvear after vear withont a quickened
heart-beat ! Joshua commands the sun

to stand still mid-heavens, and thirty |

generations have read the story with
snbdned and awe-struck hearts, while
the sun had risen worning alter morn-
ing, flooding the world with bencli-
without awaken-
e a I the
miracnlons and divine that arve want-
and heart to feel

and splendor,
single surprise.

cence
is not.
ing, but eye to see
We do not complain that men
the

of the olden

them.
are so ready to  believe legends,
the marvels and miracles
time, but that they believe only these
—that they areblind to the wonder,
mystery, and awe which fill and en-
chant the world to day, and inscnsible
of that divine presence which glows in
and glorifies everything that is. We
are children of mystery. We live in a
This life of onrs is
a perpetual wonder. Every step we
take is into infinity; every time we
open our eyes we behold =
tion, and every heart-beat marks a new
influx of the divine life to repair the
waste of the

miraculous world.

HEeW cre-

system and inspire us

anew for work and joy. The spiritnal
is all about us; and
spirits, or—nothing.

The last word of science 1is that the
constant element, the vitality of mat-
ter, is force. What science eails foree
philosophy eslls eause, and religion
calls God; and that God is potentially
and actively present in every atom of
matter, every bead of dew, in the pen-

we ourselves are

cils of light that paint the spring land- |

seapes with inimitable beauty, and the
fragrance that exhales from flowers
and shrub. He who filled Eden with
beauty and Gethsemene with gloom:
waves His wand of enchantment over
the reviving earth to-day, and pours
out new wine to refresh every faint
and sorrowing soul. He who walked
in Paradise at the cool of the day, and
gave Isainh his message, and shed His
glory into the face of the Anointed
One, lends His arm to whoever will
lean upon it for support, pours His
spirit into every heart that is open to
receive it, and transfigures all who as-
cend the mount in supplicating, grate-
ful adoration.

-
“Rock of Ages Cleft for Me.”

In the pleasant county of Devon,
and in one of its sequestered passes
with a few cottages sprinkled over it,
mused and sang Augustus Toplady.—
When a lad of sixteen, and on a visit
to Ireland, he hadstrolledinto a barn,
where an illiterate layman was preachi-
ing; but preaching reconciliation to
God through the death of his Son.—
The homely sermon took effect, and
from that moment the gospel wielded
all the powers of his brilliant and ac-
tive mind.

Toplady became very learned, and
at thirty-eight he died, more widely
read in fathers and reformers than
most dignitaries can boast when their
heads are hoary. His chief works are
controversial, and, in some respects,
bear the impress of his over ardent
spirit. In the pulpit’s milder agency,
nothing flowed but balm. 1Inhis tones
there was a commanding solemnity,

and in his words there was such sim-

How many men

T Ty - 4 W LA & S ET a1 - ) ] ' " 1 1 1 l v :
o found a safe retveat, a ho- : her, as she says, with pointing finger, | balmed, and the living hope exnlting
v repose, in the center of - all life and | ‘Behold, T have set before thee an open | in every line.

During his last Ljis‘;{'ﬁhﬁ. Augustus
Toplady seemed to lie in the very ves-
tibule of glory.  To a friend’s inquiry
ne enswered, with sparkling eye, <0,
my dear sir, T eannot tell the comforts
I feel in my sonl; they are past ex-

to religion, areas virtuons as those
| who do.”  Bat if yon would see what
itlw._v would be without the gospel,
read the latter part of the first chapter
of Romans—a deseription which the
| ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum
‘have verified to the letter, and which
is a transeript of the character of the
| most civilized nations now. Sect them
'beside the young Christian, and sec if

light flashed before the cyes of the ey alone;” “Whan languor and dis- | there is no difference.

So in regard to humane and henev-

was uproar and - confusion,  but all  happy dream, but that he might see ple avise”—hymns in which it would |olent institutions; many who do not

| profess to be christians are liberal with
'their money; but in all heathendom
'there is not & hospital or an asylun
for any class —deaf, dumb, blind o
(deranged.  So in every development
of character or life, place the Christian
beside those who have not been influ-
‘enced by the gospel, and there isa
heavenwide difference. -American Mos-

. .- - " !
pression.  The consolations of God | senger.

the | Ar€ 50 abundant that he leaves me nn-l .
he | , Letter From Bishop Pierce.

thing to pray for. My prayers are all
converted into praise.
And within

‘an hour of dying he called his friends,

| ven already in my soul.”

|and asked if they could give him up;|
'and when they said they could, tears |

| of joy ran down his cheeks as he ad-
(ded: “O, what a blessing that you are
Lmade willing to give me over into the
' hands of my dear Redeemer, and part
live after
I the glories which GGod has manifested
[ to my soul!” And thus died the wri-
ter of the beautiful hymn, “Rock of
| Ages, eleft for me.”"—Dewdrop.
————

are mo Better Than
Others.”

lwith me: for no mortal ecan

«a ¥ . " »
Professors

This is on the lips of thousands, and
in the hearts of agreat many more. It
has become fashionable thus to berate

"churchi-members. It polishes  the
shaft of vidicule in the “liberal” maga-
| zine, and gives zest to the song of the
drunkarid over his cups, and soothes
(the heart of the sinner when awakened
by the voice of God.

]
|
'| plea. The indifference of many profess-

There is some plansibility in  the

iurs, the inconsist ency of others: the
Lapostaey of some, the deteetion of hei-
|nons sin in some ministers—all give
| color to the idea that “there is no re-
ality in religion.”  Yet there is a rad-
ical difference between the righteous
and wicked; and the will come
when it will be seen. In the days of
!]':“j:t]l there were seven thousand true
| worshippers of God; but even the
While
the virgins, in the all slept
there was no manifest difference :—but
when the bridegroom came, and they
arose and trimmed their lamps it was
visible enough.
There are several reasons why this
| differcnce may not always be apparent.
One is; that the gospel has done a
| great deal to elevate and purify those
‘ who hear it, but who do not profess to
' be Christians. It is not fair to takea
sinner, whose conscience has been
molded, and his moral code formed by
the gospel, and set him by the side of
a professor of religion, and say, “1
To judge

correctly, you should take a sinner

time

prophet conld not see them.
parables

' don’t see any difference.’

who has never heard the gospel, and
set i beside the Christinn, and see
if there is no difference.

Here are two mothers, one is a pro-
fessor of religion, and the other is not;
and yon say, “I don’t see much differ-
ence between them: they are equally
faithful wiud tender and loving to their
children.”  But snppose yon go to the
Sandwich Islands, before they received
the gospel, and see the mother dig in
the cronnd of her hut, throw in her
Hiving infant, draw the dirt over it,
'trample it down with her feet, and sit
down and smoke her pipe: you can see
the difference between that mother
and the echristian mother—she is a
| mother withont the gospel.

You take a man of business and
say, “There is as much integrity and
| truthfulness among those who do not
| profess religion as among those who
do.” Butdo you know there is not
the slightest reliance to be placed in
the honesty or truthfulness of a hea-
then? The Cretans were not the only
always liars.” Not
a heathen nation ean be found that
can be trusted. Neither science nor
'philosophy has ever corrected this
evil.

So you may say, “I don’t see but
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nation that were

I enjoy a hea-|
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Mr. Evitor:--On my way to the
Bishops’ meeting in Louisville, I stop-
ped two days at Cartersville, Rome
Distriet, NorthGeorgia Con-

forence, andfound aDistrici-
meeting in progress. The
Presiding Elders, preachers, and

ber, and seemed to be all of one accord,

present not only in the religious ex-
ercises
counsels and intercourse of the breth-
ren.
a cloud upon the assembly of his peo-
ple, mow wvadiant with light
anon descending in showers of grace.
The signs were infallible. Every man’s
consciousness attested, “This is the
house of God and the gate of heaven.™
The word of God was in power
demonstration. The love-feast was a
time of refreshing—the Lord’s Sapper
solemn, sanectifying. The only dis-
count upon the meeting was, that the
time allowed was too short, compelling

-:ilH]

and

subjects. Nevertheless,
were well digested and well composed,
and their circulation in  printed form
(and this was provided for) will carry
light and stimulus to the Church-
es.

Permit me to say, I was delighted
with the manifestation of the status of
the Distriet. The Presiding Elder is
up to his work-appreciates the responsi-
bilities and capacities of his office— is

the reports

as to plans of operation, does not trav-

ing his field, and possesses the art of
infusing his own activity into others.
The Distriet is alive; future pros-
pects enlivening. The institution
District-meetings was an inspiration.
It ic capable of immense usefulness.

of

stitute for some things grown obso-
lete, but is an  expedient “elect,
precious,” specially adapted to these
times. May they live and pros-
per!

Perhaps no Distriet in any of our
Conferences can furnish such a body of
local preachers, so many, so good, so
active—snch intelligence,
education, and all in perfect harmony
and co-operation with our itinerancy.
The laity, too. are men of snbstance,
position, influence, fully awake to the
wants and obligations of the Church.
This region of Georgia is one of the
strongholds of Methodism, and
distined to be, perliaps, the strongest.
Population increases, and the climate
and soil are inviting both foreign and
dome stic immigration. May this reg-
ion of corn and wheat, grass and elover,

so neh
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become a garden of the Lord, filled
with the trees of righteousness, and
watered with the river which
glad the city of God.

On my way to Cartersville I met our
mutual friend, the Rev. Dr. A. A. Lips-
comb, just retnrned
greatly improved in health, his mind

enriched with the observations of trav-
el, on society, systems of education,

makes

from Europe,

and Protestant. - It is a treat to

him talk. He does talk like a book.”
But O! how the lights and shadows

mingle !

W. Glenn, of the North Georgia Con-
ference. Brother Glenn was a great
and good man; plain, humble, modest;
only a few of us knew his real value.

»

|

delegates, were on hand in large numin- |
and filled with the Spirit. God was |

- . |
of the oeceasion, buat in the

us to hurried action on many important |

zealous, asbundant in labor, inventive |

el in the old ruts, is not afraid of enlarg- |

In my judgment it is not only a sub-|

the types of civilization, and the pros- |
pects of the Churches, Roman Catholic .
hear |

Our meeting was saddened
by tidings of the death of the Rev. Jno. |

But he, was wise in counsel, judicious |ng

in personal character a model man; ripe
in holiness, he Lins pone to his reward.
Blessed be his wcmory! T love him

well, and shall miss him mach.  Verily,

onr old men are passing away. DBut

the light of t(hese setting sans

lingers m  the heavens. How mel-

10\\'! IIU\\' il!.‘-%llil'ill'_:‘. —.\‘»;.-:.'u'f.‘!;'." Advacale,
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The Bible Agninst Dancing.
able
sub-

COn-

The Rev. Dr. an
article in The Independent, on the

|jeet of dancing, thus sums up his

| y
[ elusions:

Patton, in

Having carefully
| text

examined every
in thie Old and New Testanents in
led

~which the word oceurs, we snre
to the following eonelusions:

1. That dancing wasa religious act
among idolaters as well as wnfshippem
of the true God.

2 That it waspracticed asthe demon-
stration of joy for victories and other
mercies.

3. That the dancing was in the day-
time.

4. That the women danced by them-
selves; that the dancing was mostly
done by thewm. ‘

No instance is recorded in which
promiseuous daneing by the two took
l!i:'l't‘.

.

6. That when the danee was pervert-
ced from a religious service to a mere
amusement, it was regarded as dis-
reputable, and was preformed by the
“vain fellows.”

7. The only istances of danecing

The Divine blessing rested like | for amusements mentioned are of the

worldly families deseribed by Job—the
danghier of Herodias, and the *“vain
fellows.” = Neither of these had any
tendeney to promote piety.

8. That the Bible furnishes not the
for promiscuou$
dancing as an nmuscement, as practiced

slightest  sunction
at the vresent time.
wofessor  of 'rvli;;inll
himself with the
impression that he is justified by the
Word of God.  Ifhe still holds on to
the practice, let him find hisjustification

The dancing

mnst  not  deecive

from other BONrees, :nnll say fl':l.ukl_\', |
love the danee, and am determined to
it Bible or no Bible.

—- - —

1 Natural Causes of Death.

| From the commencement

];!':[('l‘

of life to

the moment of death there are mechan-
ical and chemical changes constantiy
and uninterraptedly  going on in our
| bodics.  For example, we cat and
drink for the express purpose of pro-
viding materials for repairing the
| waste of matter resulting from the
 working of the machinery. A soft,
oily lmd is poured into the joints to
prevent a friction, justas oil is poured
into an axle-box of a ear-wheel to pre-
i vent it from wearing away the metal.
L Our bones are all  frequently renewed
'as well as our flesh, from infaney to
Lage; but not in a dayor anhour. Na-
| ture acts persistently, but accomplish-
Les nothing by spasmodie efforts.

As soon as a particle of lime which
was hcld insolutionin food is placed in
the stomach, it is earried to the heart
‘by appropriate vessels, and from

thence conveyed into an artery to be
distributed to a point where most
'needed in some bone. There the lit-
tle particle is deposited, and becomes
incorporated  with  the substance of
the hard structure where it was left.

[t becomes vitalized in its new connece-
tiom.  An old purticle, or, as it were,
Can old brick is detached from the wall
to give place to a new one. It is car-
riedd out of the body as useless matter,
asits vitality has been expended.  So
particles are perpetually changing pla-

¢es.  The new go in and the old go
out.  This is vigorous life and health

so long as this vital process is regular-
ly lu.-riurnu-.i.

In the L pse of time the vital artis-
ans, such as the liver, spleen, kidneys,
heart, stomach, ete., are weary by

vears of ineessant toil, and fail to act
with that systemutic activity charac-
teristic of younger days. By this re-
laxing new particles are not sent for-
ward often enough, nor are the effete
ones removed quickly, and conse-
gquently there is a mechanical irregu-
Jarity and a chemical one also.  Thus,
we wear nway, and finally die of old
age.  Whon discase setsin it is a sud-
den cloyg of the wheels, as it were.—
The vitul action by which life and
consciousness is  maintained can not
be suspended, but a moment at far-
thest, without the hazard of death.
When a man is drowned the machine
stops.
.- -

The only hope for the pulpitin these
days is inspiration.  Culture is neces-
sary; polish is necessary; oratory is
necessary; bat important and grand
as these graces and powers confessedly
are, they are of little acconnt and can
accomplish little without the quicken-
that comes from the spirit of God.
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