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¢ FATHER, TAKE MY HAND.”

BY REV. N. KEFF SMITH.

“The way is dark, my Father! cloud upon
cloud
Is gathering thickly o’er my head, and loud

The thunders roar above me, vet see, I
stand,
Like one bewildered! Father, take my

hand, )
And thro’ the gloom lead safely home,
Safely home, safely home,

Lead safely home Thy child!

The day declines, my Father! and the night

Is drawing darkly down. My faithless sight

Sees ghostly visions. Fears like a spectral
band

©

-

ncompass me. O Father! take my hand,
And from the night lead up to light,
Up to.light, up to light,

Lead up to light Thy child!

The way is long, my Father! and my soul
Longs for the rest and quiet of the goal;
While yet I journey through this weary land,
Keep me from wandering, Father, take my

hand,

And in the way to endless day,
Endless day, endless day,
Lead safely home Thy child!

The path is rough, my Father!
thorn
His pierced me; and my feet, all torn
And bleeding, mark the way. Yet Thy
command
Bids me press forward.
hand;
Then safe and blest, O lead to rest
Lead to rest, lead to 1est,
O lead to rest Thy child !

Many a

Father, take my

The throng is great, my Father!
doubt
And fears of danger compass me about;
And foes oppress me sore. I cannot stand
Or go alone. O Father! take my hand ;
And through the throng, lead safe along,
Safe along, safe along,
Lead safe along Thy child.

Many a

The cross is heavy, Fdather! 1 have borne
It long, and still do bear it. Let my worn
And fainting spirit, rise to that bright land
Where crowns are given. Father, take my
hand;
And, reaching down, lead to the crown,
To the crown, to the crown,
Lead to the crown Thy child.”

- P
For the ApvocCarTe.
COMPENSATION.

WTLLTAM

BY PROF. C. DOUB.

Nature makes no mistakes. If she be
an indulgent creditor, she is a very exact-
ing one. She
into bankrupte

in bankrupt notic

never allows any one to go
v and pay the indebtedness
She exacts the

i

>

“tale
Sooner or later

whole debt, with the interest compound-

of brick™ to the last straw.

the

Italy, France, Germany, Russia, and
even Protestant England, have quailed un-
der the flail of God’s wrath. Even as this
is being written, the nations of the world
are trembling in the balance of God’s
wrath, ready to weigh out the punishment
for their crimes, and defiance of the Al-
mighty’s laws. France is feeling the throes
of a dreaded revo'uion that may tear up
the very foundations of her social and po-
litical fabric. The Czar of Russia, who
represents in his own person the accumu-
lated wrongs and cruelties of many centu-
ries of oppression and misrule, is a cower-
ing prisoner in his own splendid palaces,

executioner. Even the great German Em-
pire, with its Protestant head, and with the
iron hand of Bismark guiding her, is uneasy
at the expected approach of changes that
shall teach the nations that there is a God
that rules over all, and that will assuredly
bring the proudest nations of the earth to
exact account.

England's dealings for centyries with Ire-
land and the lower classes of her people,
are being repaid to her in threatenings of a
catastrophe that may overthrow her boasted
civilization and wreck the hopes of centu-
ries.

dread? Terrible as have been the chas-
tisements of the last twenty years, the les-
sons intended to be enforced by the dis-
pensations of Providence to her, seem not
to have been so heeded as to bring wisdom
to her councils and discretion to her rulers.
It may be that a more terrible scourge yet
awaits the nation whose freedom itself too
often has run riot into licentiousness and
folly. Prosperity and success make people
careless of their obligations to others, and
forgetful of the responsibilities God puts
upon them. *Jeshurun waxes fat and

der,” and where are they? 'The
choly story of the great nations that the
Providences of God have utterly destroyed,
tells us that the day of settlement has come
to all, and the account has been balanced
to the minutest obligation. If God be true
he cannot be mocked by nations any more
than he will be by men. Whatsoever, in
their pride and exaltation they sow, as sure
as God's words stand, they will, i the final
account,reap—be it good or bad.

The law of compensation holds equally
well in the physical world. Certain gener-
al laws are impressed upon inert matter, as
well as upon all its organized forms. All
movements in the direction of those gener-
al principles work out results intended by
the Creator. Their violation entails suffer-
ing or disaster in every instance. In the
merely material forms of manifestation, the
crash cannot be delayed; but in its organi-
zed and higher developments, a long ac-
count may be run up on the ledger before
a final settlement forced. The bent
twig leads to the crooked and distorted
tree; the scarred trunk displays the wound
not entirely healed for years.

is

Violence of-

testimony to vandalism and reckless exer-
tion of brute force. The earth yields her
increase to the labor and care of the toiler
on her broad acres; but she exacts pay-
ment, that may be deferred, it is true;—but
she forces an adjustment in the end to the

ed upon it, must be discharged in full. No|
abatement, offsets, or allowances for home-
steads, will be admitted. The judgment|
will be without an opportunity for appeal to
“a higher court. The decision will be final
and irrevocable. " Though the settlement|
be long delaved, the adjustment of accounts |
will e exact, and pavment in full will be |
made.
This is equally true in the political, phy-
sical and moral worlds.
The nation “whos: God Lord,”

“shall abide under the shadow of the Al-

is the
mighty.” If “justice, mercy and truth be
the habitation of His throne,” His people
must do justice and love mercy, or a terri-

ble storm of God’s wrath will most assured-
The Greek, the
Persian, the Roman Empires all bear testi-

Iy be visited upon them.

mony to these declarations, in blood, and
tears, and woe, upon the pages of history. |
They rose, culminated and crashed into
ruin—it may have taken centuries to weigh |
out, in even measures,the full meed of their
doom; but the day of reckoning came, and
the account was balanced by a payment in
full. '
Eminently true was this reckoning in the
case of the chosen people of God. Though |
trained through centuries of suffering, and
tried and prepared by God's dealings for
the fair land they were to possess, yet all |
God’s warniugs failed to impress upon them
the truth that Sinai had thundered into

their ears, that sin would inevitably lead to God’s law as expressed in Revelaaion as J raised in this section.
well as in nature, man works to build up a !

‘punishment and to death. Divided and
‘scattered throughout the nations of the'i
world, they still bear witness to the fearful ,
fact that the scourge and the sin are close- '

very last stiver of principal and iuterest.
She may delay long —but never puts off
forever the balancing of accounts.

In the moral and intellectual world, is it
especially true that violation of law meets
with a full compensation—and obedience
All the

faculties of mind as well as of body may be
expanded and developed to an almost infi-

to law a rich and glorious reward.

nite extent; those of the body within cer-
tain limits, surely, that may be pushed far
beyond ordinary conceptions of possibility:
those of the mind, almost bevond hum:;n
conception. d

The body trained and preserved in ac-
cordance with the laws of its being, devel-
ops into the type of ail that is attractive in
the human form. Its laws neglected or
recklessly violated, the wreck of all that is
noble and manly will come —it may not be
to-day, or to-morrow—or this _\-‘t:zll'- or the
next —éut it will assuredly come, and like
the ruins of some great heavy-freighted
vessel, it may drag down to destruction the
innocent and the guilty into a gulf of indis-
criminate Whatever may be the
transgression, whether from folly, or indif-
ference, or from innate depravity, it is

ruin.

closely and indissolubly connected with its
punishment.

And surely the Bible tells us that God is
not mocked, whatsoever a man soweth,
that also he shall reap. If, in obedience to

character that shall last for all time, and

for eternity—he shall have the fruition of health and happiness to the Editors of the

If, in ! RALEIGH CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE, and an in-

all his high and holy aspirations.

and dreads every step as an approaching |

And have the United States nothing to

kicks,” but God “breaks their bow asun- |
melan-

fered to tewple, or fane, or column, gives |

| . . s 9
' enjoy his ease and the “pleasures of sin’

for a time—but the reaping day will assu-
redly roll around, and the harvest shall be
full of a fruitage that the seed time must
have assuredly promised. The 'book of
| accounts will be inexorably balanced, and
! nothing human, or of human effort, can blot
| out the damning balance against the sinner.
Not wealth, or position, or friends, or intel-
lect, can settle the dread account. There
the balance stands—it must be paid—it
will be paid. Man cannot pay it off savé
by suffering, and anguish, and woe. An-
gels or arch angels, or the highest powers
that blaze around the throne of the Al
mighty, are powerless to cancel the debt
and satisfy the demands.

But one thing can do the deed—only one
on earth or in heaven. That one thing is
the atoning blood of Jesus. Remember
| that it is said “if any one has sinned, he
has an Advocate with the Father"—that the
“blood of Jesus” can wash out the foulest

| stains.

If the physical sin has wrecked the body,
it may not be restored to its pristine vigor
on this earth—but the glorified body, puri-
fied by that all-atoning blood, shall be, in
yonder bright world, the fit abode for the
redeemed, washed and sanctified spirit.

Reckless neglect or abuse may ruin the
mind—the intellect—of man here—but the
all-restoring, the all-healing power of the
atoning One shall purge away the dross of
base desire, and make man upright, pure,
holy—body, mind, and soul—at the throne
of the Eternal One.

Here is highest, richest, fullest compen-
sation. All the fallen and debased in de-
generate humanity—to the trusting believer,
—is fully compensated for in the blood
once shed for all.

Jonesboro, N. C., Feb. 3d, 1883.

Do
For the ApvocaTe.
LETTER FROM SOUTH CAROLINA.

Accept of our thanks for continuing to
send your excellent paper; in this you have
certainly treated the writer better than he
deserves.

We promised to write an occasional let-

ter for its columns, but have failed to fulfill.
But one comfort is left us, you nor your
readers have suffered by our long silence,
as abler pens have been found ready to en-
hance the interest of your Organ. It is
now too late to write about the doings of
our last Conference, only so far as they
have affected your correspondent. Our
move this year was from Bennettsville to
Mullins, a distance of about 43 miles. We
did not reach our new field by rail, but by
| private conveyance! through the country.
We were on good time to commence an-
other year of hard work in our Master’s
vineyard. The pecople gave us a warm
welcome and a blazing fire and tempting
dinner.

Methinks if our people generally knew
how far a warm welcome went in preparing

-

and inspiring the new preacher for his work,
no charge would fail to extend it.

1
i

round and cleven
| churches compose the field.

We have made one
. So you know
| there is enough to keep us busy, especially
so as the Conference didynot, or could not
| furnish a junior. But this lack can be sup-
l plemented by local preachers and exhorters,
| some of whom are zealous and efficient.
1’ We have been a good part of the time,
since our arrival, confined within doors on
account of the continued rains, which rais-
ed the streams and made most of the roads
disagreeable for travel.

We have met a number of old triends on
this circuit that we knew 61 and ‘62,
when we traveied the old Marion circuit, of

in

Those
years will not be forgotten, for in "April '61
Fort Sumter fell, which precipitated the
late Confederate war. But like a horrid
dream it has passed, but many of its marks
are stili visible. Many have passed to
their eternal bouine, within the last twenty
years, and their children are now playing
!their part in life’s great drama. God
| grant that they may play their part well in
reference to Church and State.

It is indeed pleasant as well as encoura-
'ging to meet those who tell us you baptized
|me, or I joined the church under your min-
(istry and was converted.

i Should not these things stimulate the
|itinerant to greater faithfulness in sowing
beside ali waters, that in the great day he
'may come with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him?

This part of our State is rapidly increas-
ing in population, and also in material
prosperity. Much of the land is low, but
by proper drainage becomes productive.—
Cotton, rice, and sweet potatoes

which Mullins is now only a part.

are all
We could write
more, such as it is, but as the hour is
growing late, we will close by wishing

¥ir Baloor > B a ‘ s . - = e . ! . . .
!y linked together in God’s dealings with 'neglect of the stirrings of the higher powers : creased circulation of their official organ.

the ra‘ions of the earth, both those that'
have be2n and thoze that now are.

within him, man refuses to be what his |
]

. Maker intended him to become, he may | Mullins, S. C., Feb. 1st, 1883.

J. W, Murray.
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For the Advoeate.
THOSE AT HOME.

Recently there has been a constant ap-
peal through the religious press urging the
preachers to take immediate collections to
atd our Missionaries on Foreign fields,
which appeals we hope will not be read
unheeded. But let us not forget “those |
struggling itinerants,” who are laboring on |
some of the hard Missions of our own Con-
ference. I have never been on a mission |
and cannot speak from experience. But I|
have aided and been aided by some of l
these good brethren, and therefore know |
enough of their hardships notto forget|
I was glad to see a communication |

them.
from Bro. Harrison, in your last issue, who |
was changed from a Mission at last Con-
ference to a good Circuit, suggesting the
propriety of taking up collections at once
and sending to these self-sacrificing soldiers. |
I am intimately acquainted with a brother
who had to pay last year $1.40 for corn
when the cash price was only 8o cents, and
I remember how much good it did him
and how much pleasure it afforded me to
take up my collection for Domestic Mis-
sions and pay over to him in the beginning
of the year.

That brother was forced to go in debt for
the necessaries of life,paying nearly double
what they could have been bought for. If
all the preachers in the District had only
taken up their collections and paid the
cash over to him, taking his receipt as col-
lateral. At the last Conference, he was
moved about two hundred miles to anoth-
er hard mission, with only seven members
and an appropriation of $300 to support an
afflicted mother and three sickly sisters—
and, I speak knowingly when I say, that
brother had to sell his horse to pay out of
debt, and oz with not a cent of money he
is like a #rue here inviting sinners to Jesus.
[ intend as soon as I ascertain the amount
assessed my charge to raise every cent of if,
and send to that suffering Missionary. This
is only one case among many.

N ow,brethren, let us show our sympathy
and love by doing what is easy for us all to
do,raise our money at once for this purpose;
our people will pay it, if properly asked,
and if they don’t, I propose at least to be
one to divide my salary until they can pay.
We can if we will. God help us who are
favored with good Circuits to remember
our less fortunate brethren.

J. T. KENDALL.
- P —

LAZY CHRISTIANN.

There is a good deal of religious laziness
in this world. Once in a while we hear of
a Christian worker who is overwrought, one
who dies too soon, or is laid aside through
excessive devotion. But the occurrence is
so rare that a small volume would probably
contain the records of all such lives in a
generation. There are more churches dy-
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Greensboro vistric Ist Roung,
W. I BOBBITT, P. E., Greensboro, N, .

— —_

=
-
i
1
1

__--ﬁ‘*\

I

u

Randleman, Jan ¢ -
Winston, “ q0
Raodolph cirenit at Hopewell, & ]
Foreyth cirenir, at Doub’= Chapel, T .3.‘..
Kernersviile circuit, at Kernersville, Fel %
Trinity College, "1
Ruftin circuit, at Mt. Carmel, ;'.
Pleasant Garden cirenit, at Rehobeth, s g
sStokes circunit, at Palmyra, Mur ‘.i, >

sSnow Creeck Bh.ﬁisinn, Mt. Hermon,
Madison circuit, at Madison,
Guilford cirenit, at Muirs Chapel,
Franklinaville cirenit, at Franklinsville,
Greenshoro,
Davidson Mission, at Zion,

The District Stewards meeting will be held
Methodist ehnreh in Greenshoro Thursday morniy
18t", at ten o'clock, 2
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Wilmington PDistrict==Ist Rouug

R. O. BURTON, P. E,,

Wiimington, at Front Street,
Smithville, (¥ p. m.)

Weldon, N. (.
of:m

| Wilmington, at 5th Streef.

Fopsail, st Rocky Point,
Brunswick, at Zion,

D. R. BRUTON, P. E., Greensboro, N. C.

Weldon and Halifax et Halifax, Duc.

Wilson Station, Jan

Edgecombe ct., at Roeky Mount, b

Halifux ct., at Ebenezer,

Warrenton ct., at Macon,

Warren ct., at Shady Grove,

Ridgeway ct., at Ridgeway,

Wilson Cr. & Little River Miss. st Mt,

Nashville eircunit, at Nashvilie,

Roanoke circuit, at Littleton, My
The Warrenton District Stewards will meet at 12

the Methodist Church at Weldon Jun. the 12(h, 1883,

all be present.

Raleigh PDistrict= 1st Round
S. D. ADAMS, P, E., Carthage, N. (.

Raleigh at Person Street, -
Lounishurg
Tur River at Ebenezer,
Youngville at Youngville,
Rolesville at Rolesville,
Cary at Cary,
Henderson at Henderson,
Granville, at Calvary,
Oxford at Oxford,
Oak Hill Mission,
Raleigh at Edenton Stireet,
Brookiyn aud Macedonin Mission,
Smithfield, Selma,
Clayton at Clayton,
Buckhorn, Olive Brauch,

Shelby District== Ist Round,
H. T. HUDSON, P. E., Shelby, N. C.

Kings Mountain, at Kings Mtountains. Jan
Shelby Station, .
Shelby circuit, at Benlah,
Lincointon at Lincolnton

Double Shoals, at Rehobeth,
Gaston, at Stanley Creek.

Datlas at Lander's Chapel,
Rutherfordton nt Rutherfordron,
Chery Mountain at Pleasant Grove,
Moreanton at Morganton,

Burke at Oak Grove,

Marion at Marion,

McDowell,

Hickory at Happy Home,

South Fork,

Columbus Mission,

Pleasang «

D
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District Stewnrds will meet me in Shelby, on the 19k

of January at 3 o’clock in the Methodist Church.

Washington District
J. S. NELSON, P. E., Washington, N. C,

Portsmonth, Ocracoke and IHatteras, Dec,
Edgecombe circuit, T
Tarboro Station,

Grecnville Station,

Willinmston civenit at Willinmston,
Aurora cirenit at Aurora,

Columbia, at Columbin,

Plvmouth Station,

Buth ¢t at Pantego.

Mattamuskeet at Amity,

Swan Quarter at Fairtield,

Swift Creck Mission. at Swift Creck,
Pitt Mission,

Washington Station,

Jan.

1st Round.

a3

13

Newbern BDistrice—1st Round.

J. E. MANN, P. E,, Goldshoro, N. C.

Goldsbore cireuit at Mt. Carmel, Der. Dec,
Wayne cirenit, at Salem, A
(toldshoro Station,

Kinston Station,

Mt Olive circuit, at Mt. Olive,
Craven circuit, at Lane’s Chapel,
Newbern Station,

Carteret circnit at Newport,
LaGrange circuit, at LaGrange,
Soow Hill cirenit, at Jern3alem,
Beanfort Station,

Straits, at Tabernacle,

Core Sound.

Paml.co circuit, at Stonewall,
Jones cirvemit ut Trenton,

The District Stewards will meet in the
Clhiureh in Goldsboro, Wednesaday, Jan. I7th,

Jan.
pe

L1

Feb.

i
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Methodis

o'clock, a. . They are W. F. Kornegay, J. H. Burues, |
H. Beuton, W. T. English, Thomas Sutton, J. Q. Juckson,

W. A. Darden, W. H, West, Dr. Fred Whitaker,

A

Green, Dr. W, G Kenneday, D. MeCain, R. W. Chadwick

ing for want of working pastors than there
are pastors dying through excessive work |
for their churches. There are Sabbath |
Schools that are languishing because of the |

want of energy in those who conduct them.
that

There are classes make no progre:s |

because lazy teachers sit before them :m(lfl
yvawn through a lesson which they have nnti
prepared, and which they have not earnest-

ness enough to teach if they were prepar- |
ed. There are Christian men who let their
church run down because they are too lazy

to keep it up. Yet these

make their own

secular business succeed. [t is only as|
Christians that they are lazy. It is a shame |
to do the world’s work well and then

Christ’s work shabbily.

What is wanted is a revival of true Chris-
God never blesses |
It is a farce for you to ask Him
to bless your parish work, your preaching,

tian energy and zeal.
laziness.

your teaching, your superintendency, if you |
put no life into your work. Consecration |
is a mockery unless it be made real by the |
utmost we can do. The curse of the church
to-day is laziness. —Chiistian IVorker.
e e
AYERAGE MINISTERNS.

There class of men for whom I
have so much respect and affection as for
average ministers of the gospel. They are
not sustained in their labors by popula—r ap-
plause nor newspaper puffs, but for the love
of Christ and the souls of men. They are
patient, persevering, self-denying. They
endure as seeing him who is invisible.
They lay foundations for others to build
upon. They do not estimate themselves
at so many thousands a year, but they are
willing to work even though poorly paid
and not highly esteemed of men, knowing

that their reward is in heaven. It is these |
average ministers who have extended the |
Church over this broad continent, and es- |
tablished missionary stations around the |
world. Let us honor them as God does; |
let us not provoke Him to anger by treat- |
ing them with indifference or contempt. |
And if we ourselves are but average min-

isters in the estimation of the world, let us
rejoice that God has counted us worthy:
for to be His embassador in some frontier
settlement is nobler than to wear the crown

1S no

of an emperor.—Dr. Babb.

| Joneshoro at Joneshoro.

CClear Creeke ot Alill Grove,

| Charlotte ecirenit, at Trinity,

I il a1 11 o (‘ilit'i{. 4 m.
| sonnge will meet at same time and

and Dr. Leffera, A Toll attendance is highly import

unt

Vayetieville District Ist Round.

J. A CUNNINGGIM, P. E., Rockingham, N

Favetteville Station, D
Rockingham £* “
st.John's
Laurenbure, at Caledonia,
Lumberton, at Lumberton,
Roheson at Hopewell,
Ashpole Mission at Red Banks.
Rockingham eirenit, Mizpah,
Carthage, at Carthage,
My, Gilead st Mt Gilead,
Montecomery, at Pisgah,
Pedkin at Surdis,

L Jan

Cumberland at Beaver's Creek, £
Cape Fear, Marveh 31 Aprd

Chariloite Bisirict==Ist Quari«
M. L. WOOD. P. E , Monroe, N, (.

Calvery Mission,
Ansonville, 'elkion,
Wadeshoro Stution,
Maiihew's cr., Maithews,
Wadeshoro ¢t Beithell
Liesville et Lilesvilie,
Pineville, at Harrison,

lt an

Monroe Station,

Monroe cirenit nr Shilch,

Tryon Streel Station,

Pleasant Grove cirenit, at Pleasant Grove,

v

The District Stewards will meet in Monroe,
[Jlrlm-,

salishury BDistricte-Ist Round
W. 8. BLACK, P. E. Ruleigh, NX. €.
Covcord Station, i1
Lexington Station, J

i

| Davidson ct., Ebenezer,

Concord et.., Center,
Salishury Station,
Rowan ¢t., Harms™ Chapel,
Mt. Pleasant et.. Mt. Pleasant,
Sulishury cr.. M1, Tabor.
Davie ctr., Smith Grove,
Mocksville et., Mocksville,
Albemarle ot.. Stony Hill,
Stanly cf., Salem,
Big Lick ct., Love Chapel,
Uwharrie, Ouk Grove,

The District Stewards will meet 1n the
Church in Salisbury, Feb. 16th, 11 o'lock a, m.

ITillsabare District=-Ist Round
N. H. D. WILSON, P. E.. Chapel HillLN. €.

Chapel Hil
Hillshoro, Hillshoro.
Durhamn Station,
Alamarce, Company Shops,
Person Roxboro,
Putham et.. Mt. Hebron,
Haw River, Cedar Grove,
Pittaboro, Pittshoro,
Leasburg, Leashurg,
Yareevville. Yanceyville,
Deep River, Meroney's,

The Distriet Stewards meeting will be held

n

(',

Y
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The committee an di=trie

Mareh 31 awd Apr !
Methe i

4 Bl

Jun. t :

the

Mcthodist Church at Durham, Friday the 19th ol et
at 11 o'clock. Let all the District Stewards, who gat, o

rend.

State ville Districte=ist RHound.
L. L. HENDREN, P. E.. Statesyville, N, U

Stateaville Station, Det.
Niatesville eireuit, Jam.
Iredell at Olin, ¥
Moeores=ville, st Mooresy ille,
Rock Spring at Bethel,
§ Newton st Concord,
! Catawba Mission. at Concond,
3 Lenoir at Lenoir,
t Jehn's River Mission
‘nldwell at Bethany.
Alexander =t Taviersville,
y Wilkes=at Benlah,
7 Roaring River Wission,
Elkins and Jor esville at Elkin,
§ Mt Ajry nt Mt Afry,
{ Pilot W, at Mt. Airy,
Nurry at Steny Knall,
Yadkinville at YadX nville,

30

14

b | I

o o

b

¥

-




