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tllu'l.': or, of ** disobedicuce to the order
::.lml discipline of the church,” aud sub-
-Jects the offender * to private
| by the pastor. Persistence in such in-
dulgences, after reproot, becomes con-
tumacy, which suljeeis the offender to
trial for ** immorality.”
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| & b THAT WORLDLINESS
CREEPS INTO THE CHURCII.

The growth and increase of worldli-
ness in the church, and especially in
| the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
| is attributable. in creat measure. to two
| thines namely, first. to shallow, sur-
L face conversions ; and, secondly. to the
f loose, slipshod maode of receivine mem-
bers into the church. Too many of the
| rambling.irresponsible rA g lists.soeall

ed,wholower the conditions of Seriptural
| couversion to a plain. but little above
the dead level of an avowed purpose to
reform the htfe, with a publicly declar-
ed willingness to * accept Christ*’ as
the Savior of sinners, are chareeable.
in part, with the evils complained of.
The physical fact of ** standing up in
the cengregation,” or, of comine for-
ward and ‘- shaking hands’ with the
evangelist, is pronounced conversion,
sand another notch is made in the tally
stick, in the numerical count of the con-
verts. In two many mstances the go-
ing through with this deill is called
conversion. and the persons—men and
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INEn-
to the church, {00 many of whom are
still ** in the gall of bitterness and in
the bonds of iniquity.”” They started

| life, but
work of spiritual regeneration by the
direct energy
Ghost. There may have been an
tellectual assent to the truths preseut-
ed to the mind, and a rational accept-
| ance of them as great and vital truths ;
but, the moral element of unreserved
and unconditional #rust in Jesus Christ
alone, for a :

Land for a consicously felt.and a divinely
aftested renewal by the Holy Ghost
'was lacking, The word of the evange-
list was taken, rather than the direct
| witness of the Iloly Spirit. The con-
' vert. by the new process, turns out, in
too many instances. to be the ** stony
| eround’* hearer. ‘I’he seed springs up.
and makes a show ; but, for want
depth of soil. only abides for a short
time, and then withers and dies away.

in-

half-hearted. worldly. daucing, theatre
| roine members,

SOMETHING FURTHER.

Thorougzh repentance, involving con-

trition on account of sin, a forsaking
and turning away from sin—repentance,
as thus described, goes before saving
faith. That false, absurd. and unserip-
| tural view that saving faith goes before
| evangelical repentance must receive no
counterance or quarters a‘uong us,as
| Methodists. If we catch the hoary old
error in our ecamp, we¢ must put it to
the knife. It contradicts our avowed
doctrinal beliefs; stands with uplifted
hand in the tace of our preaching, and
the traditions of our church. and inverts
the order of repentance and faith. as
tnuzht in God's word ; as preached by
Vesley and his successors in the min-
istry. believed by the

and as held and |
I Methodists of to-day, as firmly and un-
‘ waveringly asithas ever been held by the
| old file leaders in our Israel in the days
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the Methodists, throngh all periods of
their history. have beaten down the
willls opposition and docrinal error
whoerever 1]1*'\' have besn t"lli'i:'.li;lif:t-d_
Lin the vrozress of our church, from its
‘ to ils present gigantic
| strenat maturity. It is no time
now. at this advanced stage of our pro-
aress. 1o surrender cur doctrines to the
dictation of men, often of very moder-
ate abilitv. called evengelists. The re-
vivals that attend our own ministry—
pastor assisting pastor—where the cld
v altar work’ is kept up, and where
decp and thoroush repentance is i!l'l':rl‘]f-
!"i. i\ilf! 'lljhir-'li'll o011, ;I.Htl W 1;\-!'1- .li;(‘ peni-
| tent is taught to expect couscious cou-
| version, divinely attested, always resuit
the most permanent 1 to the
wrein. Shallow, surface conversions,
[ rencat. ave filling our church-s with
L worldly members.  Tlhen, the careless,
ofithand way of too many of our pastors,
of receivine members into the Coin-
munion of the church, without previous,
personal v:»;:1111is:-:'.liul:.
i E1oss of their faith, Wi
incuess to conform to the mora! discip-
Ihme of the church, and Lo suppart 1Ls
institutions,” tends to fuster the li-
| ereaze and growth of the evils that jusi
pow are assuming a dominating _mfhl-
ence. in more branches ol the Christias
(lLureh than those that keep [.ent.
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T e ‘I'.{:;i 2 1‘;..-.‘-; after closing his meetings at !I‘H‘.‘.l"!‘!‘i?‘
Ating chureh order | Baptist Chureh in Lynchburg, returncd
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~olemn pledge and promis? 1o
‘o the requirements of the
‘uorelation to worldly amuse-
Flis is unquestionably true in
dtion to members of the Meth-
Church., South, who
treceived into its communion

W2 to the preseribed form in the

Hitual.  Such  indulgences fall
Citegory of ** imprudent con-

are reported
3:-2:1'11}91;1?:1::1in_f__{ accessions to the (‘1_1111'5;11:
es. Just now Mr. Brown is beglnning
q meeting with Dr. [.{lll.tll‘llln'. at the
Second Baptist Church, in 1{11?'.11111.01_1(],‘
where he will spend two weeks, a[tql
which he is under an engagemcieqlt‘to
come to Danville, to spend two or three
weeks with Dr.

a meeting in Main Street Methodist

=0 converted, are received in-

right, and took steps in the proper di-
rection, as the initiative of a religious
stopped short of the great

and power of the Iloly

of

Such converts crowd our churches with |

vietion lor sin. corfession of sin, con-|

Starr, in the conduct of

} Colleze for young ladies.

present forgiveness of sins, |
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| secular tune—that will satisfy the boyz.

Lat these Sunday afternoon ** sociables.

{ e from one IIIJEL’ to the other.

Church. Mr,
in Danville

parties all round his visit has been de-

ferred two weeks. We are praying
and hoping for good results to attend
the meeting. The proper authorities

are {'nrt"castinf_: tor the new orcaniza-
tion in carrying on, without interrup-
tion. the exercises of the ** Danville
olle; A full ecorps
of otlicers and teachers will be ready.
i due time, to keep up the institution
to its high grade. The death of Prof.
Blackwell is keenly felt, but will not
intertere with the continuance of the
College exereises, either at the present
or m the future. Rev. IL. C. Cheat-
ham, of Centenary Methodist Church
in - Lynchburg, has been encaced to
preach the Commencement Séi'u?m]. on
the 5th Sunday i May. The usual
annual exercises will come oft during
the week following the sermon. Prof.
juchanan, Superintendent @f public
school instruction in Va., will deliver
the annual literary address before the
Pierian Literary Society of the College,
on Tuesday night, following the ser-
mon.
Danrille, Vi, April 20th, 1887,
— S L e —
Fcr the Advocate.
‘The Rambier,

That isa charmicgeriticism of ““AMary
Wilson® on the Rambler’s view of sino-
ing—only the Rambler has been very
much misunderstood. There is noth-
ing on earth the matter with * IHeaven-
ward March,’’ and nobody is distressed
to see **Jesus Lover of My Soul™ oc-
casionally in every-day clothes, but a
harmless march 1s not a holy march,
and to sensitive spirits avery-day cloth-
es look a little rusty Sundays. A sweet
singer might render ** Charles Wesley's
fine hymn® to ** When the Swallows
HHomeward fly,”” and think of holy
things, but somebody will be thinking
cf the swallows—ugly and black and
noisy.  And the dear giri who feels her
spirit soaring beyond the clouds while
entertaining the boys with IHeavenward
March will be shocked when she turns
around to find that she has been furnish-
ine musie for a drill on mamma’s new
carpet. Hearts like harps may be
tuned to different keys.

I repeat, there is nothing the matter
with IHeavenward March—--on Mondays.

What was complained of was the
spirit which usually controls the music
Won't Miss Angeline be kind encugh
to play scmething # Miss Angeline has
always been very kind and there is no
reason why she should not be so now :
she will play. But what shall it be?
Boys don’t like church tunes—they are
too solemn. Sankey is lively, but San-
key is worn threadbare. And there
isn’t another thing in the parlor save a
pile of every-day music on the end of
the piano. The young man who has
been fingering with that pile for the
last five minutes. and now comes for-
ward with his ** favorite,”’ is warned in
a half whisper that mamma is in the
next roors, and mamma is one of the
old-fashioned sort, you know. There
is a pause. Th2 man who can
them of
blessed.
March

of Ileavenward
[fere 1s @

author
the blessing.

The

opls

And it has a religious label—that will
pacify mamma. And it is just so
with Jesus Lover of My Soul to s
** selection from the latest opera.”” The
boys want the opera and mamma wants
the words : both will get what they
vant, and the divine performer thanks
her stars that she is easily out of the
dilemma.

The Rambler is so far from being old
fashioned in his musical tastes that he
ca1 with difiiculty hold himself down to
the level of ministerial notions. e
loves operatic music; at the concert
nobody laughs and cries more and no-
boov's neichbor gets pinched oitener.
The finest music sounds, tothe bottom
deptls in his heart which popular airs
never reach, And yet the Rambler
would not have operatic music intro-
duced into the churches. Ifor his own
sake he would have it and for the sake
of those who are constructed on the
same plan. But the * hog and hom-
iny'* taste abounds, and youcan't satis-
fy a ** hog and hominy™ appetile with
white of ege—or anything that looks
lilke it. Plain, subtantial tunes for
every-day, subslantial people
moito lor to-day and forever.
operatic folks areof no tetter filker than
the man who can’t turn Gld iininiz'-.:ll.
How amd hominy people will sing as
crandly up yonder as their white-of-ezz

1,
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neivhbors,

But there are extremes {o keep clear
of. 1t is wise to keep away Ilrom the
North pole for many reasons. The
preacher, who wrote to the Nashvile
Advocate that he loved cur church hyinnus
so well he was determined to introduce
them into the Sunday-scheol, Las sway-
Church
tunes for children ! Might as well send
a Brushy Mountain moonshiner to hear
Patti. Tie a brigzht, nervous, happy
child down to a slow, melancholy hymn
and you bandage him like a papoose.
The pale little girl, who mopes about
the house humming Naomi, is going to
heaven if a physician is not called in.
Children who sing hymns of their own
accord may be suspected of eating dirt
—of their own accord. Let us have no
poky, nodding hymns in our Sunday-
school. Give the children a song that

relieve |'
this dilemmma shall be calIcali

I

) o ¥ > § - - - . - - -
srown was expected to be [is in tune with their hearts ; something
carlier, but by consent of |

they can take up quickly and run
through lik: lightning and send them
hack to their seats all flushed and happy.
The wise mother sings a hymn to her
child only when she would putit to
sleep.

EDWARD L. PELL.

For the Advocate.

Our New York Letter.

BY JOSEPH S. TAYLOR.

The fate of high license for New York
and Brooklyn is sealed. By writing the
little word ** No,”” Governor Hill has
put himself on the rum side of the con-
test. Ilis prattle about *‘ sumptuary
legislation’’ and the **Constitution’ is
gsimply a blind for certain supposed
simple-minded individuals who believe
in ‘Andrew Jackson, but also in sobrie-
ty. Their votes in a certain contin-
gency may be needed; and so an efiort
has been made to show that a good
cause has been defeated by being em-
bodied in a bad law. Nevertheless, the
simplicity and innocence of common
intelligence which has been assumed
for these temperance men seem to have
been slightly overestimated by our sag-
acious Governor, for a scheme is on
foot to entangle Ilis Exeellency in the
meshes of his own logic. ITe has point-
ed out certain objections to the hll
which was passed by the Legislature,
leaving the way open for the inference
that what he has not formally disap-
proved he tacitly approves. Conse-
quently, the friends of the defunct high
license bill have already introduced a
new measure devoid of every feature
which Mr. Hill objected to, and em-
bodying such portions as were approv-
ed. If this reaches him. he can not
help signing it or stultifying himself.

The veto, besides disappointing tem-
perance men, deprives the city of $4,-
500,000 of revenue. This may, or may
not be an evil ; for, aslongas rum pays
the taxe=, avaricious men will stick to
rum.

.

¢ All but philosophers,™ says Plato
(Phaedo), ** are courageous only from
fear, and because they are afraid. And
are not the temperate cxactly in the
same case ? They are temperate be-
cause they are intemperate. For there
are sleasures which they must have,
aid s e’afraid of losing; and therefore
they abstain from one class of pleasures
because they are overcome by anoth-
er.”

This is the danger of the license sys-
tem. The more you taxrum, the deep-

er the saloon svstem becomes rooted in |

the avarice of men. Every man who
votes for high license is called and calls
himself a femperance man, But we fear
many of these are temperate by being
intemperate. They are ** temperance”
men because they are intemperate mn
their love of money.

A paragrapher in Harper’s Bazar
said last week that Dr. 1lall’s ereat sue-
cess as a preacher lies in the fact that
he always writes his apparently extempor-
QHCONS SCPrinoens.

One need not be a sermon architect
to inform this philozepher that he is
very unphilosophical. If I should say,
*“ This tire is hot because it is in a
stove,”” I would be speaking after the
manner of the paragraher. 1f Dr. IIall
is great because of something which he
dees, then he simply obeys the law of
coreatness ; and since it isa law, 1tis

| eeneral aud not particular : therefore.

if other men obey this law, they, too,
will be great. Or, substituting the
words of Harper’s philosopher, all who
write their scrmons are great preachers.

Would they were indeed !

Now, no man is great because he |
does anything in a particular way. To

say that he doesis to substitute the
accidental for the essential, or the cf-
fect for the cause. No one is great be-
cause he does anything : he is great be-
cause he is great. And for him the do-
ing of great deeds is just as natural and

as casy as the domng of small things is |

to ordinary men. A great man knows
and obeys the law of his nature; if he
does not, he can not be great. Andif
that law impels a preacher to write
sermons, he must write them 5 if it im-
pels him to preach extemporaneously,
he must preach extemporaneously.

I devote a little space to this subject

because ihe spirit of the teaching in

| schools and colleges appears to be that
the |

if one will only do what great men did.
he will be creat:; whereas imitation is

le test, perhaps the essence,
smallness, *~Ile iz great who is
is from natuve, and who never
others.” Se says Emer-

:!!" il’ll.r.;..i‘!*.(.'
of
1-‘3‘}1;\.[ ‘l“

: .
reminds usz of

ISﬂ!l.

Young people oucht to he encourag-
ed to discover their own natures, to
Lnow themselves, so that they shall
not attempt to fire 42.calibre balls with
a 32-calibre weapon. The viol't is
such not because it is blue, but it is
blue and modest because it is a violet.
It is beautifizl because it is the nature
of violets to be beautiful. Ifwe were
involuntary creatures like the flowers
of the field, we should each of us grow
according to our natures into intellectu-
al lilies or oaks, and into moral violets
or sunflowers. But we have will ; and
we are sinful ; and by our sinful wills
we thwart nature in her efforts to build
us up in ihe likeness of our Maker, but
for whose mercy we should all be cut
down as weeds and cast into the far-
nace,

ev. Dr. Parker, of London, has

| long hair.
| ness of purpose and a persistence of

] ust

been mentioned as Mr. Beecher's proh-
able successor in the Plymouth pulpit.
He has accepted an invitation to deliver
the memorial oration at a proposed
public meeting in commemoration of
the great preacher. Those who have
been in the habit of hearing Mr. Beech-
er will be disappointed. I fear, no mat-
ter who may occupy Plymouth pulpit.
Beecher was a man whoreminded one of
noone else:consequently no one else re-
minds one of him. Ile was as unique
as Shakespeare. ILet most men an-
nounce a subject, and you know pretty
nearly what they are going to say. You
can think through their brains. But no
man could make himself at home in
Beecher's brain. IIe was always full
of surprises to the keenest of listeners,
And the eflect of this indescribable and
incomprehensible power upon some of
his regular hearers was so great that it
induced a sort of Beechermania. Isaw
a man in the gallery of the church one
Sunday moning, who acted during the
sermon as if he had hold of an induc-
tion battery. Ile fairly trembled un-
der the terrific spell. Aund he told me
he had sat in that samespot for twenty
years. If Dr. Parkercomes, I fear this
man will commit suicide !

Our Mayor is a party toa measure
wlich has been reported in the Legis-
lature, permitting the saloons to be op-
en on Sunday until 12 o’clock. Mayor
ITewitt is the son-in-law of Peter Coop-
er. one of New York's uncanonized
saints; he isa church member ; he is
the head of Cooper Union, an institu-
tion that educates a thousand young
men and women every year in the arts
and sciences. Yet this Mayor has al-
lowed his name to be connected with a
measure that would command the sup-
port of thieves and murderers and the
dregs of society generally, and would
outrage every sense of decency and
every obligation of Christian morality.
All classes of citizens have respect for
the Mayor and conlidence in his integri-
ty. They can only say—in charity—
that the Mayor must be under a de-
lusion, if indeed he is not, the dupe of
the liquor power.

Easter in New York is the prettiest.
sweetest LKaster! It isa festival of
flowers, All the churches have flowers
1 profusion, flowers, beautiful emblems
of the resurrection and of immortality !
They are the most convincing argument
the pantheist Las. Their influence
seems divine. In their power of in-
spiring devotional feelings they go hand
in hand with musie.

By the way, it is much easier to be a
prohibitionist in theory than in prac-
tice. In truth, it is very inconvenient
to be a prohibitionist in practie. One
must be proofagainst failure, and ridi-
cule, and public denunciation, Prohi-
bitionist are oiten represented asa
milk-and-water sort of men wering
The fact is, it takes a fixed-

moral energy quite foreign to the sim-
pering virtue of the imbeciles that are
held up to public scorn as specimen
prohibitionists.  No, gentlemen; it
takes a hero now-a-days to be a prohi-
bitionist.

Miss Catharine C. Wolfe, lately de-
ceased, belonged to that species of noble
philanthropists which, for the sake of
Christianity and the needy, we hope
may never become extinet. With an
ample fortune which descended to her
from hoth branches of her family, she
early bezan to follow the foosteps of her
dead father, who had taken delight in
ministering to the necessities of the
poor. XNotas propaly, but as a #rest,
Miss Wolfe recarded her wealth., She
uscd 1t accordingly. Money is & good

'or evil ; and whether it is to be one or

the other depends upon the wisdom or
folly of those who use it. * If I had
that man's fortune I would do thus and
0. you say. Would you? Why, al-
most anvbody can make money, but
how few there be who know how to
spend it ! Miss Wolfe knew the divine
fine art of spending money, not for

=

aratification, but as one who felt that |

she carried the keys
longed to another.

of power that be-

The death of Ray Palmer, in Newark,
on March 29th, reminds the Christian
world ef the debt it owes {o that ereat
scholar and hymu-writer, In 1830,
when he was twenty-two years old, and
after le had graduated at Yale
Colleze, he wrote the hymun My Faith
Looks Thee, which alone would
entitle its author, to immortality. 1
have before me an illustrated edition of
that hiymn,centaining a fuc-simile of the
first two stanzas from the first complete
manuseript copy. It is a smallsdelicate
hand.full of character.

It is nearly sixty years since the com-

'
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wosition of this Iyrie, and after a long |

and fruitful life the author died in that
““ faith® of which he sang =0 sweetly.
Who doubts that this prayer, the con-
cluding stanza of the hymn, has been

apswered in the death of Ray Palm-

cr ?—

« When ends life’s transient dream,
When death’s cold sullen stream
Shall o’er me roll;
Ble:t Savior, then, in love,
Fear and distrust remove;
Oh, bear me safe above—
A ransomed soul!”

I must confess that ““The Rambler’s™
article in the last ADVOCATE has given
me no little pleasure and relief. When

i
!

Brother Smith's unkind letter on 3eech-
er appeared, T was sorely tempied to
reply ; but I had enough self contiol
that time to suppress everything that
struggled for utierance on that topic,
I considered it a triumph of grace that
I had been able to write a Ralech let-
ter without using the name of Beecher
or Smith., If that letter of Bro. %. had
remanied unchallenged, I had de ermin-
ed to take it as the opinion of the readers
of the AbpvocaTE; and who am I that
I should antagonize what seemed to me
the fecling of a community, rather (han
a judgment; and that not on the merits
of the man, but on his relation (o a
tain question ¥

Mr. Pell has revived my courace., T
shall saya few words, not to

Cer-

QI8Wer
Bro. 8., particularly, for whosc¢ writ-
ings generally I have the very crcatest
respect, and often admiration.

When I read that Mr. Beecher ** has
done more harm to Evangelical (hiris-
tianity than any man of his uce.”" In-
gersoll excepted, I said to my=elf]
** ITow can any man who has evor read
or heard a single sermon of Mr, Tice h-
er make such a statement ?”* Audwlen
it was further asserted that Le Lad de-
graded the divimity of Christ, I caue to

the conclusion that Bro. S, never ould
have read a prayer or sermcn that
emanated from Plymouth pulpit. Tor

the above and other sfaten.cnts are
simply not true !

W hen Dro. 8. asks, what permanent
work has Mr. Beecher done? we qie al-
most tempted to suggest that 1] 18-
wer is near at handj for a | of
Beecher's work was also Gen. Girunt's
and Pres. Lincoln’s, Perhaps (ieorgia
is as well qualified as any other Siate
to attest the permanency of this part
of Beecher’s work.

As to Mr. Beecher’s characier. Mr.
William A. DBeach was the lcading
counsel of the plantift in the greal trial.
Ile declared beiore he died that.
hearing Mr. Beecher’s own deiln co, A
believed him tunocent., ** 1 felt,”’ s il he
* that we were a pack of hounds= fry
in vain to drag down a noble lio
Bro. S. is hardly imitatineg the example
of the One who said : ** e that is with-
out sin amony veu, let him first cast a
stone at her.”

alter
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As to his orthodoxy. -*Great be-
lievers are always reckoned infidels

v v « . But he denies out of wmore
faith, and not less. He denics ont of
honesty. Ie had rather stand charged
with the imbecility of skepticism : than
with untruth.”” Thus says Emerzon.

And one would think the philo:opher
must have had Henry Ward Beecher in
mind when he wrote this passage. 1iis
own personal experience, howryci, is
described by the observation. e had
been ordained to preach dogmas which
his expanding thought soon outerew,
and he was compelled to resign his of-
fice to save his self-respect. Dut he
wrote the words we have quoted of
Montaigne.

** Great believers are always reckon-
ed infidels.”* Did any man ever, after

reading ** Wilhelm Meister,”” =<' 10
what choreh Goe'lie  be fun_r;hf_’ (1 did
any student of Hamlet ever wonder
whether Shakespeare wasa Pupo-l or
Protestant » Such questions woun 1 he
ridiculous. Aund yet none bui a n.ail
mind would accuse either Goctliec or
Shakespeare of skepticism, So com-
mandine are their intellects, =0 univer-
sal is their genins, that Goeetllc as a
Baptist and  Shakespeare a
Preshyilerian are inconceivalle.  So
Wwas ,\II DBeeclier too larce 'or the
creeds, Yet he was a ** great bolle oo™
—ten times greater then any L Ve
called him ** infidel,”” “*atheist,” -
tic.” 1lle was too honest to (av. ** 1
am a Coneiecationalist, when e new
that Cengregationalism could not hold

: It uld he

a millionth part of him. W
as if the lion should say** I s an

er.”” or the cagle, **I am a du
Nevertheless. when Mr. Deechor with-
drew from the Congregational !

declaring honestly that he waspot wihat
cvery intellizent man kuew | uld
not be, there were not wanting these
who  cried v Pity 1 “aShame
“ Atheist!™ ¢ Ilypocrite.
Niowe York, .I/r;'f.-" '_‘:H‘:, | Bt
" e - S
sShiort Selections,
“ One drop of symputhy sincere,
A lake ol tears may calm;
*Tis oil upon the troubled wuve
Pour, pour, the precicus Luir®

Learn to govern yourseives t he
centle and patient,
= Remember that, valuable a the
eift speceh, silence is eften move valo-
able.’

Beloved, Grod meets those why are in
the way; Satan meets those w
out of it.—Haiinglon Era

Guard your tongues, cspecitliy in
geascns  of ill-heaith, irriiats . eud
{rouble, and soften them Ly pre !
a sense of your own =horteoni:
errors,

T.et the minister sent oi Christ, de=-
livering Clirist's message to hids lollows,
have cood courage., liet tiose Fe-
ceIve -Exf:; with his messace Lave like
cood courage. Reeelving the messeng-
er or Christ, with themessaze of Cunist,
he has received Chirist himsell,- (-

ern Clomn «'fu:u-‘n' .

The faith that brings us ithe
“ yalley of blessings so sweet,”” comes
out of a furnace of desire, glowinz with
sevenfold ardor. It is not in harmouy
with the nature of the human sensibili-
ties that this intensity of desire should
be awakened and sustained in a state of
passivity. Endeavor intensifies desire
—Love Enthroned.
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