XXXIL.—NO

e ——_

29

a—

THE ORGAN OF THE NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH.

ESTABLISHED 1855

s2E.%. BER A Nae W.. EZEIEGD,

e R iy RALEIGH, N, C., WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 1-57. | Payable 1a Adyasee

IFor the Advoeceate.

\ LR D t s ~AT3 -
dur Georgia Correspondence.

Armiuius aid John Calvin
was wrong, that Joha E. Eiwaids ]
richt and Jonathan wrone. that /
J."-,' I-v‘. :'-ﬂ--'--'< 5] (rho :.".f.r;

wreny, but T am not sure ol any of these

was riglit =

eyt e

(iiflves wedine e i

BY BEV. G, (5. SM1T1¢.,
conclusions and not being sure I am
coing to let harsh judesment aloee and

COHURCIE PAPERS cultivate a broad charity
rfully rich,about this time, in T

ey of correspondence. This/  What delighttful letters Dr. Young
div true of the Southern Chris- | writes, and Dy, Kelly says he is going
Noshville. the St. Louis aund|to make a book. Well. ie can make a

[think the Philosophic
] h & A 1 e 1

W CRIUMVIN Uoes 1l
i« kind of literature.

v the opinion that he had rather

c==ny on Ruskin, than an ac-
pworth any day. I used to

1
g

1
preach tore the Dons at
n Liec was a youuy preacher,
dwayvs  lett the beaten track,
His own way. Sometimes I

(1 iim when he does =0 now as

ps the time honored *Bro.

' S e 'l'l't";‘.\‘hl"!':i Mr.” I don't
cone of our Editors to c¢all me,
c=mith. It is not fraternal enough,
oad whiile it is very English, you know
i= pet very Southern, but our paper is

hiv apt to be in when the bugle eall
sounes aud when Missions are

he helped, and Colleces are to be
1 and Prohibition is to be defended
i or the Weslevan, The St.

ith its 20,000 subseribers shows

-an be done by energy and pluck

the part of a publisher, Itisuse-
ss tosit still and ber the preachers
vwork for the paper, and talk of loy-
Iy to the organ ; make the organ a

roud one, put it in time, and make it to
the interestof the preachers to werk for

aud the organ will go, otherwise, no.

The best Editor in the world will not
make & paper go. It is the publisher,
not the Editor, who makes eirculations.
We have had few papers to succeed as

church enterprises, just assoon as they

bhecome private properiy they did suc-
eed. The publishers of the Wesleyan |
o their work for wotfing. This 18 poor
ceoncmny.  The laborer is worthy of his
hire, 2l at least half the nett profits
<hould =0 to the Publisher, then there
vould he some encouragement to put

torth worii—to increase the paper’s cir-

calation,

UR DRIGHT FRIEND OF TIHE SQUTI-
ERN CHRISTIAN
has beon hurt by the murmurings of
some ot the oood brethren of his Cen
ierence, heecaunse he admitted articles
Alludine to the modern movement in
the holiness line—which some thought

were improper,but in last week's paper, |
bro. .J. Walter Daniel from the side of|

thelleliness brethiren,as they choose o
all themselves, writes one of the most
indicious, Christly articles, I have seen
ua long time. Perhaps it might do
cood. i we could see with other peo-
ples eyves and try to see why other peo-
vle think as they do. It seems to be a
torecone conclusion with the** Witness™

uud = the Standard that any man who
loes not follow McDonald,
Mrs, =mith, and Mrs. Palmer, is not a

Wesleyan, I avew my faith in every
lear =tatcment in Wesley’s Plain ac-
count. and yet I do not believe that the
teaching of these brethren and sisters
. If one should ask me why
L will tell him calmly and kindly and
le nec!l not get irritated when I do
but still less do I accept the teachings
who deny the possibility of
Cliristian Perfection, or who say that
oy Chrestinn is entirely sanctified all
time from his conversion as Mr,
Wesley defines entire sanctification,
wd if one should ask me why I don’t
azree to that view, I could tell him, if
Le will promise not to get angry, and
bring his logic to preve that what ought
to be always is. I do not see any way
) i this trouble, but the one laid
town by Paul in the xiv. chapter of
Corinthians, Let us agree to disagree.
I'fully endorse what Archer Butler once
sald on this subject. ** The excellent
person who, in the last eentury princi-
pally insisted on this point, reallymade
the theological question of Christian
perfectinility, of far more practical im-
portance, than it ever deserved. To be-
ve. or to deny the possibilily of
perfection, is to leave the
B s of Spiritual life almost wholly
unchaneed, as long as each man be-
deves that it is his unceasing duty to
he as perfect as he can. If you will add
Cihis. and that it is every man’s
Priviiese, to have every grace, hereally
~. you have my view of the ques-
[ can see no earthly reason why
omie preachers want to form a so-

» help them selves, and help
to 2 better life, why I should
¢, say. Then many profess high
tHainments before they have them,
¢ lew indeed who are going
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Lo e perfect, needlessly, The
troversy  has not been for good

us taken altegether for it has
L many brothers, but the preach-
g Lhigher life and the specializ-
e olit has, I trust,not been for harm.
there is an idea however which I trust

“ottrue, and that is that our leaders
e more disposed to condone any doc-

nal vazary than this. That a pro-
Honneed pelagian, has a better chance
romotion, than a second blessing
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brother, If this is so it ought not to
©. Our brethren are good and true
Al sensible and no more fallible than

care. and are bravely standing up for
Vuat they think is true, but ought they
W be intollerant, and resent any allu-
01 to their view asan assault on them-
€ives or on old time Methodism? I
I!IZ!II( not. I thak John “YCSIG_Y Was
izt and John Owen was wrong, that
vchard Watson was richt and Rich-

focare
I in- | move

| penniless

| and when

cood one. and he does not niind losing
a little money on it. 1

entertaining  le
Young, althouch I have cone ever the
same cround a score of times with other
travellers. Ile has done Wisely, that
he has allowed Cathedrals and picture
valleries and great libraries to rest and
has given us a view of the people.

have roarvely vead
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They are cetiing things ready for a
arand blow out at Emory this Summer.
Dr. Morrison preaches the sermon,
Gov. Colquitt, makes an address, but
the lion of the day will be Lucius La-
mar, Secretary of the Interior, I.. Q. C.
Lamar.the first of the name,was father
of the Secretary. Ile was a young
Judge and a brilliant man. Ile died
carly. leaving his excellent wife and
three boys and one daughter. They
were people in excellent circumstances
and all this newspaper gossip about a
young lawyer and a rich
planter 1s simply fiction. The widow
mwoved to Oxford, and there young La-
mar obtained his education under Judge
Longstreet and his Associates in the
faculty. Our home, and that of Mr.
Lamar vere separated only by a fence,
he was a freshman I was in
the infant c¢lass, and he used to kindly
pet me. In after years when his moth-
er marrvied again her home was near
that of the bride I won, and in her car-
riage I rode to the city where we were
wedded, after that time I used often to
see Mr. Secretary when he visited his
mother. One day I found him hard at
work on the Origin of Evil. 1le was a
better lawyer than I, but I told him to
read DPascal and let the Thodeceans
(alone,thatthat question could not be and
would not be answered while we were
herelle was rather skeptical of myscepti

cism,but longsmce this I have no doubt
| he has found that why, evil and God
' should co-exist may be known, by an
| archangel, but never has been by a
inan.

| He married a lovely lady in our city
last spring and now visits his Alma
Mater. I would like to meet him there,
but I am afraid I shall have neither

| pleasure.
| suppose

His oration on Calhoun, I
vou have read. 1 have not
read all of it, but enough tosee its drift.
Jno. C. Calhoun has never had his peer
on this continent. Had Mr. Calhoun’s
views prevailed. there had never been
the strife between capital and labor,
neither Secession nor war. Slavery
would have gone by the course of events
and while we might have moved slowly
we should have moved surely. Am I a
Bourbon? I was brought up an old
Whig, and never was a Democrat till I
had no choice, yet I hold to that view,
but Mr. Calhoun’s views could not, as
they did not prevail because men were
men. At governing men he revolted,
let them govern themselves. This is
just what they will not do, and have
never done. The constitution of the
United States was made for men who
reverence law, but when party spirit
rises above law, what does it avail?
Mr. Lamar has vindicated Mr. Cal-
houn, but alas facts have shown that
they do not vindicate the practicability
of his theories. Perhaps Judge l.one-
street, Mr. Lamar’s father-in-law knew
John C. Calhoun better than any man
who ever lived except eorge McDuflie.
I once asked him of Mr. Calhoun’s
views. Ile said he was a firm believer
in Christian doctrine, but he did not
know that he had ever a religious ex-
perience. Mr. Toombs, said once Mr.
Archer of Virginia, said Mr. Calhoun
had never tasted wine. Mr. Toombs
said, ** Mr. Archer he has taken claret
at my table, and drank it.”” **That
may be, said Mr. Archer, but I declare
he never tasted it.”” IIe hadnota
sinele, vicezaid Mr. Zoombs.

When 1 see a Democratic Congress
afraid to pay the Southern Methodist
Church for the presses broken and the
type defaced and the paper used during
the war, because it is afraid it will lose
the votes of the North, I long for the
old Roman and his honest foreman,
Danel Webster, to rise and say, **Thoun
shalt not steal, even if thou art sirong
enouch to steal, nor hold to stolen
zoods,” and that is just what the Unit-
ed States has done, and just what the
Democratic Congress has endorsed by
its silence. After years of robbery the
poor children of the Coast people in
South Carolina receive back their for-
feited lands sold for taxes during the
war. I blush as an American, when I
think of the petty thievery which rob-
bed them, and the slow justice which
restores a small part of that which was
stolen. IHow [ drift—here’s to port.

=

A SUPERB ANSWER.—Early in the
course of the mission in Turkey, a con-
troversy arose between Dr. Schautfller
and the Russian Ambassador, in which
the latter said that his *‘*master the
Emperor would never consent to the
establishment of Protestantism in the
Turkish Empire,’’ to which the defiant
reply was made that ** The kingdom of
Christ, my Master, will never ask the
Emperor of all the Russias where it
may set its foot.”’—N. Y. Obsciver.
———— -

ayel = =
ard Daxter was wrong, that James

RENEW your subscription.

time or money to spend on the trip of

Guiry Mew York Letioer.

BY JOSEYPIH 8.

TAYLOR.

It is only a few vweeks since the Leg-
islat passed a so-called
hizh- ¢ law by mmple majorities.
A good many people hinted at the time
that the act was passed for political ef-
fect only ; that it wasintended as a net
to catch the temperance vote for the

Revublican party :and that if the majori-

ol
ure of thils St

ui

::i"\'ll'

L4}

(y in the Legislature had dreamed that
a high-liceuse hill had the slightest
chance of being sig

) ned by the Demo-
cratic Governor, it would never have
been passed.

That this skejdicism as to the virtue
of our Iaw makers was well grounded is
sufliciently proved by the fact that the
Selinte .ur-","t-:""f_!/ f!:'f'-'f 1':"!.\‘-\'4-!’ (l fu}j?{-!.ﬂ.f':}u’(‘.
bill just passed the so-called ** Becr and
Music 53017 in the interest of rumsellers.
This bill legalizes beer-selling at the
gardens and parks. It is the legal mar-
riage of rum and musie. By this law
the State means to do all it can to in-
crease the temptation to drink. First
the State issues a license to sell the
liquor, by which it says to the rumsel-
ler: **If you pay me so much, I give you
the privilege of poisoning your fellow-
citizens.” Then ofiers this music
license, saying: “*If you pay so much
more, you may employ the beauntiful art
of music to lure victims into your poi-
son-shop.”
~“Among the poient elements ot the
** New South™ is a new generation of
writers. Of these none is more eagerly
listened to in the North than Dr. Felix
L.. Oswald, of Georgia, who contrib-
utes scientific articles to the Popular
Seience Monthly and other Magazines.
One of the peculiarities of Dr. Oswald
is his marvelous information, and his
skill in marshaling the facts so as to
make his position impregnable. The
Poison Problem is a late volume eof his
just brought out by the Appletons. The
trouble with a large number of writers
on temperance has been that their
work was largely ecwmotional, rather
than scientific. They served to con-
vince unsclentific and impressionable
minds,but not those accustomed to look
for facts. Dr. Oswald has supplied an
array of facts that bristles on every side
like a Grecian phalanx. Ilere are a
few of lus positions, which we respect-
fully recommend to our friends, ihLe
young medieal students, who are still
taught, apparently in every College,
and in the name of scicnce, to look vpon
alcokol as a ** food,” and wpon temper-
anece men s fools :

1. The alcolhol habit. Who among
the scoffers at total abstinence does not
say : **I can drink or let it alone ?’

Dr. Oswald, quoting Dr. Jennings,
says : They[men possessing great istel-
lectual power and firmness of character]
become drunkards by law—fixed,
immutable law !**

When the temperance orator told
you that you ecalied it ** sentiment.”
What will you say to science?

II. **Alcohol lingersin our hospitals,’
says Dr. Oswald, *‘as slavery lingers
in South America, as torture lingers in
the courts of Eastern Europe. Quacks
preseribe it because it is the cheapest
stimulant; roufwne doctors preseribe it
because its stimulating effect is more
infallible than that of other poisons ;
cumpirists preseribe it at the special re-
quest of their patients; others because
they find it in the ready-made formulas
of their dispensatories.”

Yet, the other day, when you heard
this same thine at the temperance meet-
ing, you smiled knowingly, as much as
to say, *“ If these fanatics would only
study science !

IiI. Once more. ** It has been as-
serted that alcohol protects the system
against cold, but the exponents of that
theory have failed to show how the
constituent elements of aleohol can
take the place of the natural heat-
producers. They have also failed to
explain a fact estal¥ished by the unani-
mous testimony of polar travelers,
namely, that a low ftemperature can be
longer and more easily endured by total
abstainers than by those who indulge in
any kind of alecoholie drinks.”

IV. Dr. Oswald also discussed alco-
hol as a **food.”” Now, the writer is
aware that the greatest diversity of
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opinion prevails among so-called
** medical writers’ on this alcohol
question. Things diametrically oppos-

ed are brought forward with equal con-
fidence in the name of science. The fact
of the matter is that science is infalli-
ble ; but ** Scientific men®’ are not. Dr.
Oswald represents what in his estimate
is the latest verdict of science, when he
says: *There is no more evidence of
alcohol being in any way utilized in the
body. than there is in regard to ether
or chloroform. If alcohol is still to be
designated as /oo, we must extend the
meaning of that terra so as to make it
comprehend not only chloroform, but
all medicines and poisons—in fact,
everything which can be swallowed and
absorbed, however foreign it may be to
the normal condition of the body, and
however injurious to functions.’’

V. On the ** cost of intemperance,”
the following statistics are quoted :

1. ** Waste of remedial expenditure
in the United States”—£100,000,000 for
prisons ; £5,000,000 for hospitals.

2. “ J.oss of wealth.”” During the

last ten years the people of this country

spent £0624,000,000 a year for alcohol.

‘““We can therefore be quite sure of
understating the truth, if we estimate

the agyregyate cost of poison-vice at $1,-

055,000 a year—a yearly sum equivalent

to the cost of all our public libraries,

our church property, school property.

For the Advocate. l

Tiut enough. We only ask our friends,
*the enemy™ to remember that Dr.
Oswald iz accepted as a scientific au-
thority on every subject he touches.
Ile is not to be set aside with a sneer,

Vohen the Legislature of Pennsyl-
vania passed the Prehibitory Submis-
sion Law, one member of that body
wrote to hiis constituents and warned
them that there was treachery in the
camp ; that the law had been passed to
**Kill™ high-license. But the high-
license Lill is passed and signed by the
(x0 . This like Dbusiness,
Lbrethren, We do not know the secret
moiives of the Pennsylvania legisla-
ture, but their public wots conform pretty
we.l to thelr public professions, That
is 1hore than we can say in New York!

SHT looks

I was very much surprised to find so
able and genial a writer as the Hon.
W. M. Robbins condescend to notice
the ciude lay eflorts of the New York
Seribe. 1le writes in the spirit of a
true disciple. His fairness and courtesy
are matched only by the grace and pow-
er of his eloquence. I deeply regret to
have made the impression that I under-
value the different Christian denomina-
tions, their. dignity and importance ;*
for T do value them as means, but not as
authority., **Truth for authority, and
not authority for truth,” said Lucretia
Mott.

Evangelical Christianity, I suppose,
is that which is represented Dby the
Evangelical Alliance, and embraces
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Indepen-
dents, Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans,
Reformed, Moravians, and others. This
Alliance put forth in 1846, when it was
organized, the following articles of faith,
not as ** binding,’’ but as deemed ** es-
sential’ by those represented in the
Alliance :

1. ** The divine inspiration, author-
ity, and sufliciency of the Holy Scrip-
tures.*

Mr. Beecher: ** Now, the Bible is
insvired of God, I have said.” It ‘*is
the record of the results of Divine in-
spiration on mankind”—Sermon on
** Inspiration of the Bible.™

2. Thevight and duty of pricate judg—
ment in the intepretation of the Holy
Scriptures.”

I suppose neither Mr. Robbins nor
Mr. Smith will contend that Mr. Beech-
er failed to keep this part of the faith !
Yet. I beg them to remember that the
oi ** private judginent’ in the
interpretation of Seripture is claimed
as a **right’’ and a **duty*’ by Evan-
gelical Christianity. Mr. Beecher never
repudiated the Bible. All he asked was
the right to interpret it for himself. If
** Beecher sifted the divine utterances
of IToly Writ through the sieve of hu-
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man judgment,”” he did no more
than exercise his **right and his

* duty’’ as an Evangelical Christian.”’

3. The unity of Godhead and the
Trinity of the persons therein.”

On this pointBeecher’s,orthodoxy is,
I believe, unquestioned.

4. **The utter depravity of human
nature in consequence of the fall.”

Beecher did not believe in the impu-
tation of Adam’s guilt because he did
not think the Bible taught it. IIe did
not deny the Scriptures; but certain
interpretations of the same by men.
Ie did believe that all men ars sinners;
and that they are punished for the sins
they commit.—Sermon [on ‘¢ Adam and
the Race.”

5. ** The Incarnation of the Son of
God, his work of atonement for the sins
of mankind, and his mediatorial inter-
cession and reign.”

Beecher : ** I believe all the world is
involved in sin ; I believe Jesus Christ
came to redeem men from. their sins.**
‘* But this—the need of every man, and
the provision for that need in Jesus
Christ, the help ofthe IToly Ghost,
this is my practical theology; that I
always have preached and always
shall.”’—Sermon on “‘The New Birth.”’

6. ** The justification of the sinner
by faith alone.”

I suppose there is not more diver-
gence on this point between Beecher
and his critics than between Paul and
St. James.

7. ““The work of the Holy Spirit iu
conversion and sanctification.

See remarks under **5.”’

&. **The immortality of the soul,
the resurrection of the body, the judg-
ment of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ,with the eternal blessednessofthe
righteous and the eternal punishment
of the wicked.”’

The only point in this article on
which Beecher’s orthodoxy is question-
ed 18 that about ** eternal punishment.”’
ITe refused to believe in a literal hell of
fire and brimstone. But here is what
he did say : ** The thought of the future
punishment for the wicked. which the
Bible reveals, is enough ito make an
carthquake of terror in every man's
soul. I do not accept the doctrine of
eternal punishment bhecause I delicht
in it. I would cast indoubts, if Icould,
till I had filled hell up to the brim. I
would destioy all faith in it; but that
would do me no good ; I could not de-
stroy the thing. I can not alter the
stern faet.” Life Thoughts, p. 190,

0, **The divine institution of the

Christian ministry and the obligation,

and perpetuity of the ordinances of bap-

tism and the Lord’s supper.*’

Beecher observed both {these or-

dinances in his own church, and there-

fore must have believed in them.

Now, if I have given a correct. rep-

resentation of Evangelical Christiani-

ty; and if the words of Beecher which

I have quoted prove what they are in-

tended to prove; I still believe the

charge that Beecher has done more harm

to Evangelical Christianity than Ingersoll

For the Advocate.

Broadus on Viafihew,

DY BISIHOP J. C. GRANBERY. D. D,

The American Daptist Publication
Nocelety has recently broucht out an
elaborate Commentary on the (vospel
«f Matthew by Rev. .John A. Broadus.
D. D., LL. D. My regard for the man
enhaunces my interest in the book. 1
haveknownDr.Broadus many years,and
all that I haveseen and heard ofhim has
added to my admiration of his heart and
head. But personal friendship is not
necessary to a high appreciation of this
able work, the ripe fruit of careful re-
search, patient thought, and reverent
love of the Great Teacher, The author
is equally eminent for Greek scholar-
ship and the elegant use of the English
language. 1lis style suits the learned.
but not less the great reading public.
By inheritance and conviction, he is a
thorough-zoing Baptist, devoted to
much water and opposed to giving to
infants the seal of the richteousness of
faith ; and his Commeuntary is not un-
denominational (who wants =uch a
things 7). but Baptist. Moreover. he is
a Calvinist, of the moderate type. But
he has no bitterness of spirit, no lack
of respect for Christians of other creeds:
and all evangelical believers can agree
with him in ten cases to one in which
they may differ. While waiting for
leisure to read the book thoroughly, I
have tasted it here and therewith oreat
relish and an appetite for more,
Compare Broadus and Whedon on

John the Baptistuntil now the kingdom
of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it hy force.”> Whedon :
* Our Lord here shows that John is not
alone in his mistake. It isthe error of
the day. From the time of John's
first appearing to the moment of our

ed violently to hurry the kingdom into
a premature existence. They i/l have
it now. They will tale it by storm. The
kingdom of heaven, as all admit, is
Lere the kingdom of God on earth, the
Christian dispensation. It is compar-
ed to a city under sieze, or rather under
assault by storm. These who, like
John, are impatient for its arrival,
wondaring why it does notmcome, and
demanding of Christ whether he is
really going to come out and be its
king, are Hs cuptors, or rather ravishers.

The kingdom suffers violence from
tthem ; and these violent captors are
taking it, forsooth., with an onset.”
Broadus: ** Before the time of .John
many were expecting the establishment
of the Messianic kingdom, but in gen-
eral were quietly waiting without any
earnest efforts to prepare for it, and
share its blessings. John's ministry
awakened an eager expectation of its
immediate appearance, and men were
arcused to press into it, like invaders
pressing into a country and taking pos-
session. . . It is appropriate and
eminently desirable that both individu-
als and communities should become
greatly aroused on the subject of reli-
gion, and be deeply in earnest about it,

saivation, the resolution and irresisti-
ble force with which an invading army-
presses into a country. Ilow it forces
its way along every obstacle is over-
come, every stronghold 1s seized, every
opposing host is broken and scattered-
nothing can withstand its conquering
advance. Of course the application of
this is to spiritnal energy, and it gives
no warrant for violent bodily exercises,
except in so far as these may sometimes
naturally result from uncontrollable
feelings of the soul; but it dees show
the propriety of impassioned earnest-
ness and indomitable resolution in the
entrance upon, and pursuit of a Chris-
tian life. The period in question was
the first of those seasons of widespread
religious excitement which have re-
peatedly markedthe progress of Christian
history.Christianity was born in a great
revival.” I side with Broadus, Wat-
son, and the majority of commentators
in the interpretation of this text.

I can not concur with Whedon and
Broadus in the interpretation of the
field in the parable of the Wheat and
Tares, Matth., xiii. Whedon : ** The
sower is the Redeemer, the field iz not
the church, but the world ; the good
seced are the Christians; the tares are
the wicked, their sower is Satan.”
Broadus: ** Now the point of the par-
able is not that obvicusly wicked men
are to live on as recognized subjects of
Christ's kingdom, regarded as a definite
organization i. e., as members of his
churches, but that Le suffers them.
under or during his reign, to live on in
the world, instead of being at once
destroyed, as the Jews expected.”
‘* Some argue that the parable must re-
fer to the church, because the person
who sowed the good seed is the Mes-
siah, and the enemy sowed afterwavds ;
while in the world there had been sons
of the evil one long before the Savior's

appearing. But no illustration can
throw licht in all directions. This

parable must of course describe tares
as sown after wheat, for otherwise the
story would have been unnatural.
Therefore this illustration could depict
only the present and future relations of
aood and evil in the world, and could
not bring within its horizon the past
history of the human race.’”” He states
forcibly the objection to understanding
by the field the church, but he misses
the great difficulty in the way of un-
derstanding our Lord to warn his
servants against killing the wicked,
* lest haply while ye gather up the
tares, ve root up also the wheat with
them.'” Is that the reason why we

steamboats, bridges. and telegraphs,

to be a gross exaggeration of the truth.

should not exterminate the ungodly?

Matth. xi. 12: ** And from the days of

Lord’s speaking, men have been dispos-

so as to resemble in their pursuit of

](,‘lu".r-l gave a different reason to Jumes

and John, when they would have com-

s manded tire from Licaven to corenme
the Samaritans: > Dut he turned. oud
rebuked them., and said. Ye know not
what manner of spirit ye are ol. Tor
the Son of man is not come to destroy
men’s iives, but to =ave them." The
Lord is longsuflerine. not willine that
any should perish, but that all ~Lould
come to repentance. The good were
wicked before conversion. The mld

| be no L“::iifcil. if all SINNers woere
Iul‘ the world. The church .l
| ‘.:.'Iinlv Christian scheme
for the salvation of sinners. "1 hink o
Paul as busy in sluying unbelievers in-
stead of pleading with them to receive
God’s grace, Paul who had becn a blas-
phemer and persecutor before Le laid
hold on the great trath that .Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sin-
ners! That true Christians should be
lired with zeal to seck aclean church
by measures which, owing to human
fallibity, would endanger genuine is-
ciples, is natural, and has
again and again.

Christ =aid. it is true. ** The {ield is

l'ut out
I 1hic

..a'!\'ll

all e

cccurred

thc world.”” Buat he also said in the
mterpretation, **So shall it be i the
eund of this world. The Son of man

shall send forth his angels, and they
shall gather cut of his kingdom all thinos

that offend, and them which do  in-
quity.”* The church shall cover the
whole earth. The real diflicully is in
avouding the inference again={ all

church discipline. If we allow wicked
men to stay andisturbed m the chureh,
wherein will the church difler from the
world? Paul was filled with holy grief
and indignation, and rebuked the Cor-
inthian saints severely, becausc they
retained among them a man who was
guilty of flagrant sin. I consirue the
parable as I do the precept, **.Judue
not, that ye be not judged,** the saying,
* Charity believeth all things, hopeth
all things,” and the exhortation, ** De
not forgetful to entertain strancers :
for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares.”” When a tramp
begged for hospitality on this plea, the
good woman silenced him by replying. ™
Angels do not carry ticklers in their
pockets.””  * Charity is no fool,”” com-
mented the divine. There is no danger
of rooting up the good by mistake when
we turn out of church drunkards, liber-
tines, thieves, liars, and other vicious
and criminal classes. Yet it is casy
to confound the tares and the wheat,
difficult oftea to determine what is due
to wilful sin, and what to ignorance
and infirmity in sincere, though imper-
fect disciples, even babes in Christ.
We may be sure. as we look over the
field, that many are there who have no
right to a place in the church; we may
fee! distressed and mortified at the in-
Jury and reproach to the cause of Christ
which result from their presence: we
may burn with desire to drive off' all
inconsistent members, and get a hlame-
less church : then the caution applies,
**Nay; lest while ye gather up the
tares, ye root up also the wheat with
them.”” If it be said that 1 have nro
right to limit the tares to the evidently
evil, then I ask, When did the servants
of the Lord ever think that they ouusht
to put to death every unconverted per-
son? How is such a thought possible
in a world where all are conceived and
born in sin ?

I would discuss other expositions, if
time permitted. The judicious com-
mentary of Dr. Summers is not at hand,
or I would quote his views on the
points mentioned above. Tet us be
diligent in the study of God’s word, and
use the labors of good and wise men as
helps in understanding it.

iry

Fer the Advocate.

Those Two Articies,

MR. Eprror: The first two leading
articles in the last No. of the Apvo-
CATE are worth a full years subscrip-
tion to the paper. Dr. Edwards, the
venerable evangelist, =0 well known
and beloved everywhere, especially in
Virginia and Nerth Carolina. a man
who has the right kiud of convictionus,
and the courage of them, throws hot
shot in the ranks of Pscude Evangelists
and plainly forcibly and boldly comes
to the rescue of practical reiigion, hy
givinz a side thrust to those who like
Mr. Brown, are so wonderfully mizlead-
ing the thoughtless, by giving them an
anomalous and short cut to salvation—
without repentance or conversion—all
honor to this venerable man of warm
heart and level head, The article by
Mr. Robbins is a trenchant, dispassion-
ate forcible, Leautifully expressed, and
truthful exposition of the matter hefore
him, and if any man can draw o better
pen portraiture of Mr. Deecher [ would
like to see him—yet every unprejudiced
man will freely confess, thati Is re-
miarks show not the Ileast taing of ran-
cor, or prejudice—his idea simply is to
dizabuse your readers (if you have any
such) minds, of drinking in the intel-

lectual end semi-orthodox creed io the

damage of pure, undefiled, undiluted,

Christianity—in sum his cloak of hroad

catholicity aint suflicient to cover Mr,

B's errors; but gives him due credit

where credit due. No man in cur

is

Conference could have expressed it
more truthfully or forcibly, IRizht
Gentlemen—keep errors out ol the

church if vou have to offend the mulii-
tude of ** time servers,”
JN0, D. THORXNE.

Panacea Springs. N. C..

- ®
We should more seldom take oficnse
at each other, if we looked oftener at
the why than at the what.
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