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ROWNING GRACE.
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(;od’s dispensations furnish man an oc-

1w for the exercise of humility. Pride
h fortune will make misfortune; hu-
mility with misfortune will make for-

destruction,
nd a hanghty spirit before a fall.” “ By
] the fear of the ILord are
mid honor and life.”” There are
nnterparts of Saul. Men, who at
mattended by any unusual degree
close to God, but who

‘ Pride goeth before

and

rity, live
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thy dispensations,
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(ot self, the watchmen in the streets of
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would ecry out that the morn-
g approacheth. A humility among
mankind, based upon a proper con-

ception of who and and
who and what God is, and the nature of
sin and rightecusness
dry tears,

vhat man is.

would
dull swords,
lower standards,
peace, and send

hush sobs,
dismount guns,

banish strife, enthrone
the rich currents of mil-
lennial life through the veins of Church
and State. Let us all place the statue of
the poor publican in the vestibule of our
hearts, and read so often and so praver-
fully the quaint and :
the that

our very lives.

sweet old storv of

Prodigal we will read it into

STEALING THE TRUTH.
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THANKSGIVING DAY--A SUGGESTION.
The President has proclaimed that

Thursday, the 3oth day of November,

shall be a day of thanksgiving. It should

be filled with praise to God for his geu-

eral and special blessings. 1We have no

doubt that our readers

manner indicating a desire to worship

(3od and not to minister to self.
We suggest to the Methodists in the

North

make Thursday, the 3joth day of Novem-

ber a “red letter” day for our Or-|
phanage and Preachers’ Home. The |
trustees have requested Rev. J. W.

Jenkins to ask that all of our con-
gregations mect 01l that and
make a liberal thanksgiving offering in|
behalf of the Orphanage. ILet
ings be liberal. Make the service warm,
entertaining, instructive,
vating and 111<pTrmg. tell the people
what the Orphanage is, what it means,
how far it has progressed, how much |
farther it will go, how many demands it
will meet, and what agrand wor k it will!
God, depend on the Holy

{'u\

do; look to

Spirit, and the results will be surpris- .

ingly gmtlf\mn Brother, beﬁm at once,

yotr preparation for Thanksgiving Day.

(yod, angels, and hundreds
ones are waiting for the outcome.
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An ounce of contentment is
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THE PASTOR IN CIVIC LIFE.

ROBERT STUART M ARTHUR.

It is the solemn duty and the exalted
privilege of the pulpit to preach the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. This is a plu*um—
tion to which churchmen of all schools
will give a hearty assent. But the ques- | _
tion immediately arises, What is the Gos-
pel ? To this question different and some-
what contradictory answers will be given.
Is the chief elument in preaching the
Gospel simply the conversion of an elect
few, and their safe and speedy translation
to Heaven? Is there not a much broad er
and so truer, conception of the purpose of
the Gospel among men? Was not Bun-
van's conception of his Christian, as a
man who ran from his sinful cnwm:w
and made a straight line for the Ce 3.1
City, apparently intent only on savin
his own soul, a narrow aud selfish, and 1
so far an un-Christian view of Chi
tianity?

hat Christians are left on
and not taken immediately to Heaven,
clearly shows that they have dut
ward GGod and on behalf of man to per-
form1 on the earth. Our Lord, in His
matchless prayer, distinctly prays to the
Father that His followers should not be
taken out of the world, but that thev
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should be kept from the evil. It is easy
to imagine what this world would soon

become if all God's children were at ouce
taken to Heaven. They are ..nc‘ light of
the world ; that heht must ¢hi
darkest corners.
that

1e Z’.'. ) 3 58
They are the s;!.’za
salt must be put 1

¢ Flie
ot e

earth; in th- same

barrel with the world's things to preserve
them from decay.
We are told that when the words of

Tereuce, the Roman comic poet: I am
a man and deem nothine common to man
forr"irm to me,” were uttered in a Romar

theatre, they evoked thunders of applanse.
Thev evoke applause still when spoken

to almost any audience. They are a
touch of nature, which shows thatall the
world 1n its de ep heart still possesses kin-

ship. Shall the Gospel be narrower in
our conception th:m was this noble senti-
ment? Isthere any sphere of life which

the Gospel was not mtended to reach,
sweeten, hearten and ennoble? Is it not
intended te humanize and in some \1L'“"L_f":'
to divinize all the relations of life? D

not Jesus Christ first give the world t ! e
conception of a religion which was

el 'ml\ needed by, Intended
at ldl}._ttl to all classes, conditi
of men?

Aun 'umI governments assnredly
t eviations which religion can give.
It is sometimes said that we _
bring pmliti@ into religion ;

b 1r
need

but it 1s
quite ce
ligion iuto politics. W hile we repudiate
the Old World conception of the relations
between Church and State, we still earn-
estly affirm that each owes solemn duties
to the other. ‘I'he man who thinks he is
so devoted to the other world that he can-
not do his political duty in this world, is
never likely to see another world half as
good as this world. There may he times
when it is a Christian’s duty to
a week-day service of his church,
he may serve his country and his God
by attending a primary or polling-booth
“T'he thingswhich are Ciesar’s” have
their place in the thought and effort in

'true religionists, as truly as the “things

that are God’s.”

Between these two, rightly considered,
there is not, and there cannot be, any op-
poﬂtion Shall we allow the worst ele-
ments in the, Conmlumtv fo vote ca'h
and often, while Christian men vote not
at all? What right have men to lay
claim to the advantages of goufi govern-
ment when they “1‘1 not take the tron-
ble to register, or having registered, to
vote? Such men do not d::se*\e good
| government; and were it not that the in-
‘nocent have to suffer with the guilty, one
could with great complacency see such
men obliged to live under a bad city gov-
ernment.

Manv feel that when citizens fail
through mere indifference for several con-
secutive years to exercise the rights of
citizenship at the ballot-box, they ought

'for a time to be deprived of that right.
‘It might be well to tax the right of sui-

' box.

| frage in such way that only

by exercis-
ling that right woui 1d the tax be remitted.
It is simply shameful that so many of

of 1101“06“"'1}1@ so-called citizens often entirely neg-

'lect the duty of citizenship at the .,sz:t—
It is humiliating bex ond ducrlp-
| tion that often lehOllCSt} robs those who
do cast a ballot of the intended results of
'their exercise of their sovereignty. In

monarchical countries those “ho slew
|

-affairs in the days of Moses and Joshua,

%1

ought to
rtain that we ought to put re-.

newed and multiplied life, there is no act

neglect
that '
folded up

kings were called regicides. In the a tomb—where it must be subiect to cor-
American Republic those who make false | ruption and to death.
counts of ballots strike at American sov-| But, someone reminds me, this is the
ereignty. They are the regicides under way of nature. Our flower heds are not
our form of government. They oucrht gravevards, nor our corn fields burial
to be punt ished w ith the utmost vigor of places. If we are to have a carden of
the law; and men who utterlx newlect fowers or a harvest of wheat ~%tlle seed
the exercise of their kingly functlom of corn and the lily bulbs must oo down 1n-
1f;_hn-mp and so are wmlt\ of political |to the ground and die.
ide, ought also to be punished by the T harefore instead of weeping when we

courts and rebuked by the pulpits. plant our garden and fields, we will

There 1s no -phcre of human duty to throw away our emblems of ;nournmo
which the pulpit can afford to be indif-' We will stop our funeral dirges, and we
ferent. Its sphere is limitless, and its in-| will lift up our shouts of nladness and
fluence, if possible, should be ubiquitous. carry bright banners, and we will rejoice
We ought not to separate widely between ' and be glad because of the multiplied
our picty and our patriotism. To the beauty and largeness of life that is to
Hebrew Psalmist, Jerusalem stood for the come at the harvest.
noblest aspirations of religion, as well as Yes, and why not have the same confi-
for the highest attainments of patriotism. dence of hope and faith at our own burial
We have too much eliminated God from and at the burial of our Christian friends,
current events, and also from municipal | and at the failure of any of our plans and
> and national affairs. We have thought of expectations? Christ apnl:eb the same
(God as having direct relation to national | principle to himself and to the seed corn.
He teaches us that the same law of life
through death, and of success through
apparent fdxlure, runs through all the
spheres of our moral and r~mr1tu'ﬂ ac-
tivities. The wav of life is ‘the way of
death. The way of success and 111g‘
achievement in any line, is the way of
struggle, of effort and of waste.

A]l 1111:3 1s true for the individual, {.
institutions, and for society at large. The
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the
the Church. The dying, decaying leaves
of the forests are the muk 1ng 'nul feed-
ing of the growing trees. The toil and
sacrifice and courageous defeat of one
generation is the advancement and up-
hu:l ding of the next.—2Dauglass 1 Put-
neni, /) D)., in Evangelist.

and Isaiah and
Him to re-

and David and Solomon,
Micah, but we have relegated
mote times and distant lands.

Many Christians are practically guilty
of a species of atheism in their thoughts
regarding cunrrent events. They even
boast of thelr indifference to all political
“hey hold up their handsin holy
horror because of the corruption in poli-
They ought rather to blush because
shameful neglect of their solemn
They have by this neg-
lect done some -thing toward turning this
”t:a‘t'n_‘-t citv of ti e western I‘emmpl.cre
and the third largest city of the world,
OVET 1O t’;i-: control of the most corrupt
political erganization in political history.
hutw:rlx there is no more feral, venal,
and ')ulu cal organization even among
nations not yet emerged from heathenism
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PUBLIC READINGS OF THE SCRIPTURES.

and barbarism. The dishonesty and in-

L‘.ill.tt‘:i)‘ oi our municipal rule has [Sunday Scheol Magazine.)
srotioht ity voss . . )

].--‘)1 ong! ‘IL Feproach SOl \”?r‘hm“}l“ on Milton said there were no songs com-
Republicanism, on civilization, and even . o s s

REE parable to the Songs of Zion. It is just
on human a.}'.——/ vehange.

as true that there is no reading compara-
ble to the Word of God. It is the most
nspiring, the most suggestive, the most
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THE SUCCESS OF FAILURE.

Chirist once drew a
aeath and the
At another
k which

tv between

parallel between his
death of a corn of
time he made a re-
I indicates a dissimi-
his death and that of the

thrilling, the most convicting, the most

comforting,

every way the most charming book that
men read. The public reading of it is
of the utmost importance. We rejoice

) the most enlarging, and in
wheat.
clear
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o+ il 1 - (%3 _, - . ~ > el g
ALt ‘c‘,'“”' v_I. h f‘“? oy hic that one of the lessons of this month is
:“ :E_*_:’ P t_“‘_";‘;'1‘1‘“??;‘“]?;“ 13'-;'&@‘.'(:‘[}»":‘-\1\52 of that subject: There is great need of
ol ot an pmel w4 it. ‘The Bible 1s the great battle-ground
L dgain. l_i s death was to be hisown ¢ e day. It is being attacked on the
C.:}{_J:'“. A z_"_””‘ml.-"' ‘“2“,‘{‘“‘ much so as| e pand by indifference, and on the
though not accomphished by the hand of | 44, by fiery «criticism. The issue is
WA IR, not doubtful. It will come out with new

Not s0, however, with the corn of wheat.
When it goes into the ground to die, it
has no choice in the matter. And when
it comes up cut of the grave with its re-

wreaths of trinmph. Indeed, it has to-
day a stronger hold on the hfe and the
thontrht of the world than ever before.
Jut nothmg will contribute so much to
its early and complete enthronement as
the right use of the Book itself.
In that most interesting account which

Nehemiah gives of the reading of the
Scriptures by Ezra there are several
points which are particularly impressive.

The only mention of a pulpit in the
}Jible is when the reading stand which
Ezra occupied is so called. The first
function of the pulpit was, therefore, to
assist the people in hLarmg the W'ord of
the Lord. It was a place from which
thr* \\’ord of God was dispensed—not dis-
is now too often the
case. The on]\ true pulpit power, that
which enters the consciences of men and
abides to make them better and greater,
is that which proceeds from God’s Word.

It has always been a noticeable fact
that the closer the adherence of the
preacher to the pure word of God is, the
oreater and more permanent is the effect.
In studying the leading evangelists of the
race, we haw seen that those who made
the Word of the Lord the chief and al-
most only instrument of instruction and
illustration have done work which re-

of will or effort on its part.  With this ex-
ception the law of life through death,
which Christ pointed out, was identical
ior himself and for the corn of wheat.

It is a question as to how long a time
the cerm of life can be retained in a grain
of wheat or other seed corn.  We have all
heard the storv of the Egvptian wheat and
the lily bulb which were said to have been
in the hand of the mummy and
laid away in the dried atmosphere of the
tombs for a thousand vears and which,
upon being brought out to the light and
pTl ced under proper conditions of earth
and air and moisture, have grown and
produced *“after its kind,” with all the
vouthfulness of first and second vear seed
corn. Again, I have heard all such state-
ments as to the millenial age of vegetable
germs called in question as :mpoamble on
the ground that the particles of matter
wonld disintegrate with time and the
seed germ wonld of necessity become de-
vitalized. Of course this is a question of
fact to be determined by experiment and
not by theory.

But of this we

can have no doubt: as

lone as the orain of wheat lies in the mained as a permanent heritage of the
hand o f the mummy, or elsewhere, intact, church. Such werk has taken on organi-
unspoiled and undying, “itabidethalone,” zation and has become reproductwe. On

the other hand, those who have used the
Scripture lqroreh as a pretext and have
utilized }arge natural endowments of ora-
tory, wit, sarcasm, learning, and various
personal gifts of 111ﬁuence have been
more like passing meteors than fixed stars.
When Ezra read the law, those present to
hear were “the men and the women, and
those that could understand”—that 1is,
with the grown people came also the chil-
plant them out of sight in the dark and dren who were mature enough to under-
diqmal ground, we ought to get upa fun- 'stand the Word which was read. *“ And
eral procession and play the dead march |all the people answered Amen, Amen,
and Carrx black plumes and wear crape | with lifting up their hands; and they
and shed tears over tl e spot. It is so bad ‘bowed their heads, and worshlped the
to bury anyhody—to shut upanything in Lord with their faces to the ground.”

whether it be for a t‘.\c]\(. month, or for
a milienium. If it is ever to increase, or
< in the world, 1f it is ever to

and be anvthing more than it
it must go down in the ground
It must rot 411(1 die!
ayfully thought to

1”‘11[; 5%
oW 1
and be despoiled.
I have sometimes pl
1‘1\"~=v;1f that when we li;;f in the earth in
the spring-timeto make their little graves
for the seed corn 'md the lily bul b and
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