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The World of Moving Events

On last Monday President Wilson
for the second time presented himself
before a joint sesgsion

President’s  of both Houses of Con-

Wilson's gress assembled in the

Currency hall of the House of

- Message, Representatives and

delivered a message
urging currency reform. The same
marked and earnest attention was
given the President at this reading
as when he first appeared before
(‘ongress and read his tarlff message.
Mr. Wilson began his speech by
gracefully suggesting that Congress-
men should  subordinate  personal
comiort to the public good. Some of
the most slgnificant parts of the mes-
sage are the following:

“It is absolutely imperative that
we should give the business men of
this country a banking and currency
system by means of which they can
make use of the freedom of enter-
prise and of individual initiative
which we are about to bestow upon
them.,

“We are about to r~t them free;
we must not leave them without the
tools of action when they are lree.
We are about to set them free by re-
moving the trammels of the protec-
tive taritt, It is perfetly clear that
itisour duty to supply the new bank-
ing and currency system the country
needs, and that it will immediately
need il more than ever,

“The only guestion is, When shall
we supply it?- -now, or later, alter
the demands shall have become re-
proaches that we were so dull and so
slow?  Shall we hasten to change the
taritf laws and then be laggards
about making it possible and easy
for the country to take advant-
age of the change? There can be
only one answer to that question,
We must act now, at whatever sacri-
fice to ourselves. It is a duty which
the circumstances forbid us Lo post-
pone.

“The principles upon which we
should act are also clear, The coun-
try has sought and seen its path in
this matter within the last few” years

-sees it more clearly now than it
ever saw it before—much more
¢learly than when the last legisla-
tive proposals on the subject were
made.  We must have a currency,
not rigid as now, but readily, elasti-
cally responsive to sound ceredit, the
expanding and contracting credits of
every-day transuactions, the normal
ebb and flow of personal and corpo-
rate dealings.  Our banking laws
must mobilize reserves; must not per-
mit the concentration anywhere in a
few hands of the monetary resources
of the country or their use for specu-
lative purposes in such volume as to
hinder or impede or stand in the
way ol other more legitimate, more
fruitful uses. And the control of the
system of banking and of issue which
our new laws are to set up must be
public, not private, must be vested in
the government itself, so that the
banks may be the instruments, not
the masters, of business and of indi-
vidual enterprise and initiative."”

Bills which incorporate the ideas
of the President are in preparation
and will be presented in each House
of Congress this week.

o

On last Sunday representatives of
the American Bankers' Association

were in conference in

Bankers omn New York with Sen-

the Bill. ator Owen, who is
Chairman of the Bank-

ing and Currency Committee. Ac-
cording to Senator Owen the chief
objection of the bankers is to the
Government control of the new
banking and currency system but he
insists that such control is a govern-
ment function and that no change

will be made in this respect. An-
other objection of the bankers is that
they want the new currency issued by
the proposed Federal Reserve Board
and not by the Treasury. Here again
Senator Owen is able to show that
business will be on a safer basis by
following the plan proposed in the
bill. It seems that the bankers
thought much better of the bill after
the confterence,
M

On last Friday the Senate Finance
Committee laid the Underwood Tarift
Bill as revised by the
Senate Committee be-
4 caucus of the Demo-
cratic Senators, lmportant reduc-
tions in the Underwood Tariff Bill
rates on iron, steel, and other metal
products; the addition of cattle,
wheat, pig iron, Angora wool and
many other articles to the free list
and an increase in rates on many
clasges of cotton goods and some silk
products were the chief features of
the revised tariff bill, The Demo-
cratic Senators will, with the excep-
tion of those the Louisiana support
the Senate. The sugar schedule has
now been reached, and over it a
strenuous battle is in progress, With
regard to the other schedules there
seems to be practical agreement, It
is probable that the bill will be re-
ported to the Senate about July 1.
Last week "a joker'” was found in
the tarift bill which would have oper-
ated to keep all sugars, both raw and
refined, highly taxed.

o '

The sensation of the week was
caused last Saturday by the resigna-
tion of District Attor-

District At- ney McNab, of Califor-

The Tarill,

torney Mc¢Nabnia, which he tele-
Resigns, graphed to President
Wilson, and at the

game time made publiec. The most
significant part of the telegram is as
follows:

“1 am ordered py the Attorney-
Attorney-General, over my protest,
to postpone until autumn the trials
of Maury Diggs and Drew Caminetti,
indicted for a hideous erime, which
has ruined two girls and shocked the
moral sense of the people of Califor-
nia, and this after 1 have advised
the Department of Justice that at-
tempts had been made to corrupt the
Government witnesses and friends of
the defendants are publicly boasting
that the wealth and political promi-
nence of the defendants’ relatives
will procure my hand to be stayed
through influence at Washington, In
these cases two girls were taken
from cultured homes, bullied and
frightened into going to a foreign
State and were ruined and debauched
by the defendants, who abandoned
their wives and infants to commit the
cerime,"”

Both Caminetti and Diggs belong
to very prominent families, and the
father of Caminetti has been ap-
pointed Commissioner-General of 1m-
migration by President Wilson. Me-
Nab also declares that unless order-
ed by the Department at Washington
he was told not to prosecute the di-
rectors of the Western Fuel Company
who are charged with having cheated
the Government out of hundreds of
thousands of dollars on imported
coal. In Washington Secretary Wil-
son of the Department of Labor took
full responsibility. To an outsider
his action in securing postponement
seemsg a piece of unjustifiable official
interference. Attorney-General Me-
Reynolds had only this to say:

“There is every intention of prose-
cuting all these cases. They will be
taken care of in due time by capable
officials. No interest will suffer by
their postponement.”

Mr. MeNob is a Republican whose
term of office would soon have ex-
pired. In resigning now he has made
his exit dramatic, but has perhaps
done the cause of justice a service.
At the request of President Wilson
Attorney-General McReynolds will
prepare a full report. On Monday
the President received a telegram
from Clayton Harrington, special
agent of the Department of Justice
in California, demanding that Attor-
ney-General McReynolds be removed
from office.

51

On June 23 President Wilson sign-
ed the Sundry Civil Appropriation bill
which contalns a pro-
President  vision forbidding the
Wilson Signs use of any part of a
Bill specified appropriation
Exempting for prosecution of
Labor. unions of labor and
farmers forviolation of
the Sherman anti-trust law. For this
reason President Wilson had been
strongly urged by a large and influ-
ential part of the press to veto this
bill as President Taft had vetoed a
similar bill. President Wilson makes
a statement in which he gays that if
he could have separated the item in
guestion from the other items of the
bill, he would have vetoed it. He
also states: “‘I have signed this bill
hecause 1 can do so without in fact
limiting the opportunity or the pow-
er ol the Department of Justice to
prosecute violations of the law, by
whomsocver committed.”

x

The dirt is still flying at Panama.
According  to  official  figures the
quantity of earth exca-
The Panama vated in May was 2,-
Canal. 779,632 cubic yards, a
- daily average of 106,-
485 cubic yards, which is equivalent
to removing daily enough earth to
fill a ditch sixty mlles long, three
feet wide and three feet deep.
But all is not going so well at Pan-
ama, The latest mishap reported is
that a crack has appeared in one of
the big lock dams that will cost $1,-
500,000 to repair. The canal engi-
neers, however, hope that the crack
is only a minor one. They say that
it was due to a slight settling of the
masonry.——The most discouraging
thing about the digging of the canal
is that water disintegrates the rock
through which the canal is eut. Ow-
ing to this no solid foundation can
be gained for any structure. To the
same reason have been due the enor-
mous slides of earth that have re-
peatedly filled the canal, and the up-
heavals of earth in its bottom. The
banks have been given more and
more slope, but even now no secur-
ity is felt against a repetition of the
landslides. The canal will be a suc-
cess if engineering skill can make it
s0, but it may be necessary after all -
to dig a canal at Nicarauga, and
this is probably the reason our Gov-
ernment has been so careful to ob-
tain paramount rights in that coun-
try.

o

At Annapolis, on June 20, Ensign
William D. Billingsley was hurled
1,600 feet from a dis-
abled flying machine
into Chesapeake bay,
meeting instant death.
Lieutenant John A. Towers, chief of
the navy aviators, who was making
the flight with Billingsley, eclung
to a piece of the disabled machine
and escaped with his life In St.
[.ouis, on June 18, an aviator named
Jamus with another man aboard flew
twenty-four miles in eighteen min-
utes, averaging more than seventy-
nine miles an hour, the fastest time
ever made in America by a machine
carrying two passengers,——On June
17 a French aviator, named Mauli-
vais, completed his 1,600 mile flight
from Paris to Saint Petersburg, one
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of the longest and most daring
flights on record. He covered the
last three hundred miles in three
and one-half hours in the face of a
strong head wind. Nearly all na-
tions are busy with providing flying
machines for purposes of warefare.
It is said that Austria has ordered six
large balloons of the Zeppelin type.
At Vienna, Austria, on June 22,
two aeroplanes collided when about
one hundred feet above the ground.
The three occupants of the machines
fell but escaped death. Later in the
day a woman avi .tor fell with her
machine but was not hurt.
o

Attorney-General McReynolds has
declared the Webb law regarding in-
terstate shipments of
Webb Law. liquor not a criminal
statute, and has sent
instructions to all United States at-
torneys to begin no prosecutions un-
der it. *“Its purpose,’” says the At-
torney-General, *‘i1s to permit State
laws to operate in respect of in-
toxicating liquors moving in inter-
state commerce.”” In this connection
it may be noted that the destruction
of blockade stills goes on at a lively
pace in North Carolina. On one day
last week seven were destroyed in
one section of the State.
5
Senator Overman's commitiee
which was investigating lobbying in
Washington has ad-
Result of» journed. T he result
Lobby has been to show that
Investigation. President Wilson was
entirely justified in his
characterization of the lobbies as
dangerous and insidious. Many agents
of the sugar interest receive from
$10,000 to $20,000 a year for their
part in influencing legislation. They
have got their matter printed at
Government expense and franked
through the mails. They have also
kept up a campaign to make the
press of the country friendly to their
interests.
o
On June 19, Chief Justice White,
of the United States Supreme Court,
granted a rehearing to

Labor Samuel Gompers, John
Leaders Mitchell, and Frank
Granted a Morrison, who had
Rehearing. been adjudged guilty

of contempt of court
and sentenced to terms In jail, be-
cause In defiance of an injunction of
the court they had ordered a boycotti
of the Bucks Stove and Range Com-
pany. Mr. Gompers has been very
ill for several weeks.
K
The reunion of Union and Confed-
erate soldiers at Gettysburg on the
fiftieth anniversary of
The Gettys- the battle promises to
burg be largely attended
Reunion. and of much interest.
The number of old sol-
diers present 18 expected to exceed
$50,000. The National Covernment
has made an appropriation of $150,-
000. The State of Pennsylvania is
also making an appropriation, while
many States are providing funds to
pay the railroad fare of the veterans.
M
On last Sunday two boys, aged
eleven and nine years, were carried
over Niagara rapids in
an old scow in which
they ventured a few
vards from shore. Hundreds of men
and women were on the bank look-
ing helplessly on. In an excur-
sion wreck on the same day near
Rochester, N. Y., one person was
killed and thirty-seven injured.
Nine were drowned on last Monday
when a Governmenl survey steamer
capsized and went to the bottom of
the Mississippi River at Madrid, Mo.
On June 19, fourteen persons
met their death by a collision of elec-
tric cars at Vallejo, California. Con-
fusion of orders is said to have been
the cause of the wreck,
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