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WATERIALISH AND IMMORTALITY.
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We cannot reconcile the foregoing
tement with Prof. Smith’s doctrine,
hat there is a future for man beyond this
e, and with the admission that there is
ice within us which tells us that in
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and that the effort and self-denial
iled in the promotion of a good and
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din vain.” According tothe Pro-
there will be the death of the man,
t some future time the re-crea-
This must be through

and energy of some infinite

1lan.

- loree, which, no matter what the

\We cannot understand why
| Professor, who admits the ex-

‘.‘_ . spiritual creator, cannot ad- |
;;;:_: tie existence of a spiritual created
2, In other words, the soul. |
5 i‘H_I"‘“' bosition only proves to what fool- | Charities sp
t: ‘“ngths materialism goes in strivingiof the pressi
' PTeserve its ancient landmarks. Forced |

Sep by

| —
'ward the spirttual demain, it arrives at criminals in the State are minors,

.tht-. threshhold of the temple of the soul | well known that to nlace bovs and cirls
to turn : : -

\DVOCATE. -

chooses to call it, we choose

| - 'l 2
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its back with foolish excuses
upon the open deor. Professor Smith, and
all other observing ones, must know, it
appears to us, that each passing year adds
its argument for the existence of the
spiritual man, and that as the Son of
Righteousness climbs higher on the
archway of Time, the enfolding shad-
ows are lifted gradually from the land-
scapes of the immortal soul. Without
the soul the Present is meaningless and
useless, and the gleaming Future noth-
ing but a taunting May we all
be divinely helped to read the value of
the that awful
“For what shall it profit a inan
if he gain the whole world and lose his
own soul.”

mirage.

our souls in words of
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LET THE DISTINCTION REMAIN.

A

Northern paper:

question asked in a

“YWhat is the difference

was recently
hiat

between a Northern and a Southern gen-
tleman?" The editor answered that a
Southern gentleman had always been
more noted than his Northern cousin
for courtesy and deference toward ladies.
The writer was once riding in a crowded
Broadway car and overheard the remark
that one could alwavs tell if there were
a Southern man in a car by a readiness
to give a seat to a lady. This is as it
should be, and every true Southern man
1s proud tl.at such is the case.

It is then with a great deal of regret
that we notice that this distinction

oradually

is

becoming less prominent.

‘Within the last week we heard a minister

say that if he were traveling for a distant
point he would not feel himself called
upon to offer his seat te a ladv who pos-
sibly was going only to the next station.
A man who 1s looking for an excuse can
easily find one, but we should remember,
that in whatever position a man may be
placed, it is always his duty to look after
the comfort and well being of every lady
with contact.
Our mothers expect it of us; our wives
require it of

whom he mnay come 1in

us, and our manhood de-
mands 1t of us.

We all rejoice in the prosperity of our
Southland, but if this is a result of the
push and energy of a busy age, let us
hope that the ideal may be far distant.
Something is indeed wrong with our po-
litical economy if, in order to keep
abreast with the times, we must abandon
such sacred traditions of the past. Let
us all hope that there may be no occa-
The best

motto we can give our yvoung men and

sion for regrets in this line.

boys is the one given thousands of years
ago: “Be strong, quit yourselves like

men.”’

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES.

Through the courtesy of Capt. C. B.
Denson, Secretary, we have come mto
the possession of a copy of the Biennial
Report of the Board of Public Charities
of North Carolina, 1897-'98. It is a
valuable and interesting document, and
deserves a wider and more appreciative
reading than it now enjoys. It shows
what the great State of North Carolina
is doing for her criminal and helpless
ones. 1f the work done for these classes
be a test of Christian civilization, then
North Carolina in a modest way may
claim a large share. The penal and
charitable institutions are adapted in
character, with one exception, to the va-
rious demands of humanity. The equip-

ments may not be so large and elaborate

as in other States, yet they are reason-

It is

among older and more hardened crimi-
nals is to destroy the moral future of
these boys and girls, and to prepare them
to become greater scourges to society.
her penal and
charitable work with a Reform School.

The State must crown

It has been a great blessing to other
States. It will be a great blessing to
North Carolina.

The care that is being bestowed upon
the county homes and jailsis a matter of
encouragement. There is one fact, how-
ever, which is a reproach to many of our
Christian workers, and that is, that there
is a large number of county homes and
jails where no religious services are ever
held. i
religious services are held, they are oniy

ail this, the
esus and His

reply to their message would make

In the majority of cases in which

cccasional. In the light of
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visit of John's disciples to ]
very
iteresting reading. We would suggest
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that no mmmster of the gospel can per-

form his duty, fulfill his mission, and
fnlly exalt Christ, until he has seen that
the prisoners and other unfortunate ones
are ministered unto. The gospel has a
very close and vital relation to Lazarus
and the thief.

There are many
couraging facts in the report.

interesting and en-
We have
not the time nor space to advert to them
all.  We would advise our preachers and
other Christian to procure
copy. It will furnish them -with much
needed data. The
work well and deserves the appreciation
of all our citizens.

workers
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Board has done its

Several weeks ago we had ocecasion to
write a short editorial, under the above
caption, giving our view: s oncisely as to
the need of a more general distribution
of the church literature published at our
Publishing House at Nashville, Tenn.
Having given the subject more thought,
we are not inclined to change our opin-
ions expressed in this former article, but
to emphasize more fully our convictions.
Although our Publishing House at Nash-
ville is accessible throngh the mails, and
our Sunday schools can, after a consider-
able lapse of time, get the Sunday school
literature that may be ordered, still there
are many books published that Methodists
would like to buy and read, if they could
obtain them. The Publishing Hotise can-
not afford to send out catalogues to indi-
viduals who might wish to buy a book,
and the individual cannot afford the ex-
The
best plan which presents itself to the
writer of this article, is for the Publish-
ing House to establish a branch store in
the largest, most centrally located city in

pense of postage on these works.

each Conference, and keep a complete
stock of literature on hand at all times,
suitable for Sunday schools, and such
general literature as the Methodists in
each Conference might desire. These

‘branch houses having been established,

ably adequate, and there seems to be but |

little trouble in securing appropriations

when needed.

| We are glad that the Board of Public

they could advertise within the bounds of
the Conference in which the house is
situated, and then all who may wish a
book or books could get what is wanted
without delay.

i - P

The Man that Has the Line.

In the inspired record of the remark-
able vision of Ezekiel, in which the
prophct was shown the nll of water that

‘trickled from under the threshold of the

temple, and thereafter expanded itself
Into a broad, spreading river of salvation,
mention is made of an angel interpreter,
who is described as the man that had the
line. Through the mazes of his mysti-
cal dreaming, there walked by the proph-
et’s side this mysterious instructor, a kind
of spiritual surveyor, who measured the
distances traveled from the Temple of
God and the depth of the increasing

i i ords | Watars, while giving to the whole its
eaks in no uncertain ¥  proper spiritual interpretation.

ng need of a State Reform

In this case the man with the line was

. - | - - =
Gchool. Some significant statistics are an angel, or a superior being. General-

that the man that has the line is verv

_frequent in history, and often quite a

necessary factor in the conduct of affairs.
Take the man that has the line of logic.
He instinctively measures, for himself
and others, all things by the norms of
clear and accurate thought. He may not
himself be able to write a text book on
logic, but he knows enough practically to
think logically and to detect fallacies
wherever these appear in the speech of
his fellow-men. Such a man is a useful
member of socsety, and contributes reaily
to genuine progress, inasmuch as he ex-
poses shams and thus clears the way for
:he lnmre rapid progress of the abiding
rith.

The historian also isa man with a line,

who does good work for humanity by es-
timating distances up and down the cen-

turies, collecting and distributing historic

data in their appropriate locations, fur-
nishing the proper perspective for a cor-
rect view of the whole, as related to the
rising Temple of faith, and, in the man-
ner of the angel's question to Ezekiel:
“Son of man, hast thou seen this?” call-
ing the wandering attention of men to a
careful consideration of the moral aspects
of all physical happenings. In a particu-
lar definition of the office of the histo-
rian, he appears as a statistician. The
man that has the line is naturally a man
of notations. He speaks in formmulw and
dreams in figures. The sign of life to
him is a cosine. Yet he is a useful man,
though his temptation is to tabulate
things that do not belong to him. So-
ciety needs statistics, dry as they are, for
either as signs of growth or beacons of
warning, their testimony is necessary in
order to the formation of any proper judg-
ments as to the public state.

The man that has the line is also the
man who believes in orthordoxy, which
is practically to be defined as right think-
ing as to right things. We all believe
in seligious liberty. But the other ex-

treme of indifferentism as to the question |

of false or true teaching is equally inde-
fensible. We are not to fling out with
conscienceles Pilate, “What is truth?”
and to leave the question to echo and re-
echio yelplessly through the corrdors of
life's Pwetorium. We are called upon to
determine some degnite answer to that
momentous query. Therefore the man
with the line of orthodox measurement

'in his hand, so long as he comports him-

self in the dignity and brotherliness of
the Gospel, is not to be railed at. It is
not safe to jeer at him, for he may be, as
in Ezekiel's vision, an angel; he may be
measuring for a larger and fairer Tem-
ple, for whose broader and heavier walls,
not the flimsy scaffoldings of a mere hu-
man speculation, but only the firm foun-
dations of Seriptual orthodoxy, will do.

This, however, needs to be added,
that the man that has the line cannot, in
order to be of any great use to mankind,
be simply a man of logic, statistics, and
formulze, but must also be a man of spir-
itual sensibility and broad outlook upon
the things of God and men. He must
not be simply analytical, but must also
be sympathetic, constructive, inspiring
in his spirit and methods of work. We
need the man of cousines, or the account-
ant who can give us a result to within a
tenth of one per cent., but we need aiso
the man with the poet’s soul, whose as-
piration springs out along the leaping
ourves of a quickened imagination, the
hypobolas of the spiritual life. The man

that has the line is properly the man.

whose heart God hath touched, so that
while measuring exactly, as did the an-
gel in the vision, the cubits of an earthly
linear extension, he is able to speak in-
telligibly and interpretatively of myste-
ries which transcend all the algebras and
astronomies, and to conduct us to that
Temple of the living God, from which as

a norm all historic tendencies are to be
'measured, and toward which, as a centre,

shall the gathering of the believing na-

tions be. Of such spiritual measurings |

we cannot have too many.—Ncw York
Onseraer.

Women Who Grind at the Mill.

| Sanday School Times. ]

Our Lord beheld with especial sympa-

thy the hard lot of the women of his,

time. That it was a hard lot was especi-

ally due to the ideas of legalism in con-

nection with God’s dealings with his

'children which then constituted orthor-

doxy. When men thought of God

chiefly as a great exactor, an infinite for-|
' bidder, whose pity they were to move by
‘“binding the burden of the law upoun
hat a large number of  izing the phrase, however, we may sa}'; their shoulders,” it was not to be ex-

pected that women would be in great es-
teem, or that the object of such worship
would offer much scope for thei affec-
tionate nature. Just as the hard mili-
tary legalism of Islam lies like a crush-
ing yoke on the neck of woman in Mu-
hammedan countries, making polygamy
and 1its kindred indignities not only pos-
sible, but natural; so, though in a less
degree, the Pharisaism of Zelotism of
later pre-Christian Judaism were crushing
the women of Palestine.

Our Lord always takes an attitude of
respect towards women, and assumes their
fitness for the highest services of the
kingdom of God. So far as we can
speak of him as learning, we surely may
say that he learned this from his wonder-
ful mother, the historian and poet of the
opening chapters of the third Gospel.
Mary of Nazareth was a notable woman
in every sense. She had lived in the
fellowship of prophets aud psalmists, un-
til she had caught their tone of Hebraic
devoutness, and acquired their form of
utterance, bevond all others of her time.
In the Magnificat, she appears as one of
the last psalmists of Israel. ’

There were limits to her understand-
ing of her Son; but the home she made
at Nazareth, and perhaps afterward in
Capernaum, was surely the finest atmos-
phere earth could have furnished for the
divine boy to grow up to manhood amid
congenial surroundings. We cannot draw
the line between the divinely known and
the humanly acquired in his equipment
for his work ; but surely we may say of
any son of such a woman. {

“Happy he
Faith in womanzind
Beats with his blood, and trust in all ‘hings
high

With suech a mother!

Comes easy to him.”

From the very beginnings of our Lord’s
ministry this faith in woman is shown.
'His beatitudes are a series of recognitions
of the virtues which especially character-
ize a gracious womanhood. To an age
which glorified strength, and measured
the forces that gowern the universe in
terms of military empire, he proclaims
the superior worth of mercy, purity,
peace, and syvmpathy, and discloses the
world-snbduing efficacy of meekness. He
presented thus a new ideal of human
character, in which womanliness comes
to its rights; and, in justification of it,
he disclosed God as no less gracious, ten-
der, and helpful than his daughters
among the elect of humanity. The in-
finite Rabbi, the all-knowing Lawgiver,
the all-powerful Warrior of Jewish
thought, gives place to the Father in
heaven, showering his gifts upon the evil
and the good, watching the flight of his
sparrows, clothing his lillies, feeding his
ravens, but, above all, caring for his hu-
man children with an unselfish affection
that stops short at nothing they need of
him.

Our Lord's life fits his doctrine in this
respect as in every other. Nothing in
it is more beautiful than his dealings
with women. The worst of them found
in him a refuge from men’s scorn and a
saviour from their living death of sin.
The best of them rejoiced in his sym-
pathy with their sorrows, his guardian-
ship of their purity, his honor for their
excellence of character, and his accept-
ance of them as members of the kingdom
on equal terms with men. It has often
been remarked that he never found an
enemy among the women of his time,
and that no woman’s voice was cver
lifted up in reproach of him. They sup-
ported him out of their substance, they
gathered round his cross, they hastened
to his tomb, and thev were the first

reachers of his resurrection.

One feature of his dealings with them
is especially noteworthy. As compared
with man, woman is naturally more spon-
taneous and unconventional, and yet very
easily ensnared by convention and rou-
tine. She attaches an undue weight to
man’s censures, and accepts his light no-
tions of what is fitting and proper as
though it were a social. In our Lord’s
time, these laws of social convention
were arranged to “keep woman in her
place,” and to subject her actions to mas-
culine judgment. She must not intrude
upon male society when grave matters
were in hand. She must ask men’s judg-
ments before doing anything the least out
‘of the common. In a word, she was
treated like a grown-up child, and bidden
‘to keep out of the way of those who had
'the grave business of life to attend to,
'and required to act upon their judgments
‘in all things.




