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THE DUTIES OF DEFEAT.
AN ADDRESSH

DELIVERED BEFORE THE TWO
LITERARY SOCIETIES OF THE

- UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA,
\ JUNE THE 7TH. 1866,
ny '
EX-GOV, ZEBULON BAIRD VANCE.

Correspondence,
Duanroric Havy, June 8th., 1866,
Hox. Z. B, Vaxce: Dear Sir :—In behalf of
the Dialectic Bociety, the undersigned have
heen instructed to request for publiestion a
copy of. the speech delivered by you on the Tth,
imat., bifore the Literary Bocieties of the Uni
versity of North Carolina
They are infloenced by the desire to ake
publie the wise and statesmanlike views it cop-
tains concerning the relutions of the Southern
people and the duties in consequence ineambent
npon them.
In making this request they beliere they have
the concutrence_of all who heard it
We have the honor to be
Very respectfully, &c
T. M. Anan,
L. Prrres, » Committes,
G Gramanm,

CmariorTe, N, C,, June 16th. 18686,

Messrs. T. M. Anco, and others, Commities
of the Dialectic Bociety, Chapel Hill, N. C:

ientlamen :—Your note has been received, in
which you request a copy of the speech recent-
Iy delivered by me before the two Societies of
ihe University, for publication.

The time allowed me for its preparation, after
the ncceptance of your invitation, was so<limit-
wi that 1 fee]l unwilling to have it published.—
But deferring to your complimentary opinion,
1 ennnot refuse to comply with your request,—
The manuscript is therelore placed st your dis-
posal. ’

Thanking you, and those whom you repre
sont, most wincerely, for the honor you have done
me, 1 am, gentlemen,

Very traly yours,
2B VANCE,

-~ ADDRESS.
Gentlemen of the Diulectic and Philauthropic
Societfea '—As the traveler, who, during his ab-
sence, haw learned thet a grest fire has swaopt
aver liis native city, welcomes with the keenest
rapture the first glance of bis own home, which
he trembled st the thonght of finding in the
ushes of the general riin, so should we rejoice,
to behold our honored University surviving the
wreck of so much that we Joved and revered.
Thougl staggering under the blows of adversi-
ty, I um most happy to see for myself, this day,
=0 goodly & display of her ancient 1ife and ener-
gy, May she soon attuin to that full measure
of prosperity and usefulness, which has bereto-
fore rendered her the pride and chiefest orns-
ment of North Carolina!

Since the first keel of an Eurppean vessel
grated upon the sands of the new woil 1, and the
first nxe wus lifted against the vnst forest which
vovered it nswith a crown of glory, the line
could not have fallen to the educsted young
men of our Btate in o more in
portant eri.  Weo stand to-day amidst the s ran-
il fragments and Hoating timbers ot the great-
est civil war in bistory. Astounded at ‘the
mighty results we are as yet unable to compre-
hend them. Indead, their profound siguificance,
their full philosophical import, can scarcely be
gathered by this generation. For we are not
yet at the end of the Revolution as: is popular-
Iy supposed, Lut are only, as we trust, at the end
of armed viclence. The changes, which constis
tuted the real objects of the Revolution, begin
with us, only when the last Confederate soldier,
by laying down his arma, had removed that last
obstacle to their approach.

Revolutions are not now what they were—
They partake ip the manner gf their ancomplish-
ment of the spirit of the age; and are Kirrled
furward by the same -jmpulses of science. and,
dissavery which have so ameliorated the materi-
al affairs ofm :rorld. ‘:lor sudgdenly all of
our well settled theories in regard
tive powars and dutics of the Btates and the
Federal Government, have been overthrown,
and the whole system changed, it is nstonish-
ing to contemplate. The simost immediste
smnuglpstign of thres million five hundred
thousand slaves, without one moment's prepara-
tion, of either themselves or their masters, for

¥ change, is equally un ted,
and us with bresthless haste, face to
face, with some ol the most startlibg snd den-
gerous questions of the age. But when we re-

“metaber some of the chief strides of
in the few.
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mane code of international law had interposed
to protect the weak agninst the strong, and
mitigate the horrors of war. The most wonder.
ful example was that of Carthage. Though her
walls were 27 milea in circumference, and she
could keep five bundred elephants for the pub-
He smusements ; though she coull send three
handred thousand soldiers” to the mnvasion of
Greeee, while Rome was cogaged in = death
struggle with & petty town only twelve miles |
distant from her t{h: though ‘the waters of |
every ses were white with her sails aud the shores
of every known land were visited her mer-
chants, or planted with her coloniea: yet the |
iron band of her rival smote her so utterly into |
the dust that there is not o vesfige lorf? ! ilol .

; mo hitersture, no relic
of herlnws, her lunguage or her Llood remains.
The very site of this great oit] is-of the doubt-
ful knowledge of the antiquary. Bucl barba
r:u:ﬂiﬂnﬂictim:; of a blmrblrom age we have
ind escaped, ot cha r than the |
dreams of the wildest, mwwd and po-
litieal, fearfully deep,has been our hapless lot.—
A ginnce st these things, for the purpose of at- |
temipting to dedice the outline nrtlu changed |
duties which devolve npon us, will saffice tu-
duy.

What with the value of our slaves, the injury
inflicted-upon_ real property, the destruction of
personil, the depreciation or annibilation of sll
manuer of stocks and securities ; together with
the sums expended in the mnintenance of the
war, miake our materisl losses alone, all told, in

‘the estimation of the most prudent, equal to

five thousand million dellars! And of that
highest and noblest property of s Btate—ber.
citizens—full twao hundred and fifty thousand of
our hravest and best have perished by the casu-
alties of waralone! The filling up of this fear-
ful outline, with the revolting minutiwe of in-
dividual suffering, or the estimation of the |
moral losses we have incurred, is a task T bave |
neither heart nor time for attempting. The |
whole scene reminds one of the prostration of
Rowe, drawn by one of the panegyrists, when
addressing the Emperor Theodosius: *“Thou,
Rome, that having once suffered by the mad- |
ness of Cinna, nad ot the cruel Maiiva raging |
from Lanishment, snd of Sylia that won bis |
wreath ol prosperity from thy disasters, and of |
Cwsar compassionnte to the dead, didst sbud- |
der atevery blast of the trumpet filled by the
breath of civil edmmotion. Thou, that beside
the wreck of thy soldiery perishing on either
side, didst bewail amongst thy spectacles of
domestic woeg, the lnminaries of thy ﬂ-emle‘
extinguished, the beads of thy consuls fixed
upon & halberd, weeping for ages over thy
slaughtered Catos, thy headless Ciceroes and
unburied Pompeys ;—to whom the party mad-
ness of thy own children had wronght in every
fige heavier woe than the ' Carthaginians thun-
dering at thy gates, orthe Gaul ndmitted with-
in thy walls; on whom REmathiy more fatal
than the day of Allice—Colling more dismal
than Conna—had inflicted such deep momoriuls
of wounds that, from bitter experience of thy
own valor, o enémy was to thee so formiduble
ns thyself.” Wotld that, with thespirit of pro-
phiecy, I could add the remainder of the quota- |
tion: “Now first in thy lomg sanoais, thou |
didet rest from a civil war in such a pence, |
that righteously and with maternsl tender-
ness, thon mightest claim for it the henom of |
a civie triumph!" '
Upon our own beloved State n full share of '
these commoncilamities has fallen. Nor does
it relieve them of their qrushing weighit to re- |
member the deep hostility of her people to the |
ey which insugurated them, #ntot, conser: |
vative, Inw-abiding, as her ople have ever
been,—though jealown of their rights and hon-
or, and ready at any moment to porish for them,
—yot slow to violate com they have never
censed to prefer exbausting all civil remedies
for the redress of public grievances rather then
evoke the terrible and uncertain arbitrament of
revolution. Steady in the exercise of this res-
olution, she was forced, the very last, into a con-
flict which shie was the very first in maintaining.
The sufferings of our people have, indeed, been
fearfully commensurate with their honesty snd
their cournge. 'With her homesteads burned to
aalies, with flelds desolated; with thousands of
her noblest and bravest children sleeping in beds
of slaughter ; innumernble orphans, widows, and
helpless persons, roduced to beggary and de-
prived of their natural protectors ; her corpora-
tions bankrupt and her own credit one ; her
ublic charitlea overthrown, her onal
und uttorly lout, her laud Alled from end to
end with her muimeéd and mutilated soldiers ;
denied all representation in the public m"i
are no

od ; Teaving ua of even
R S e
s o a DUS ensoiy, 8
“‘move the dopth -hm _
evef memorsble year, 18!
wealth and.glory turned to
that they conld hear
“A ery of nations o'er ber sunken halls,
A loud lsment along the sweeping ses.” |
enopgh to cause her despairing children
::\::lebo the plaintive wall of the poet over
fullen Venice : - ¥
“There isno hope for uations, Search the |

each recarring age,
The everlasting to b which Aath
we lean

(o thig that vt bencath iy welght, nd
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ise, clothing the flelds with verdure, and causing
the tender berb to put forth ; and though the
ing bird,—sweotest of our warblem —om

bowered within the shadows of his leafy
home, poured forth his-glorious sowy, “every
note that we loved awaking,” wet no joyous
response stirred our bosoms, It seemed, in-
deed, that despair had elaimed ws for ber own.
We felt that it was. demanded -of us 10 sing u
song in a strange land, and we could but liang
our harps upon the willows of our own native |

vers, —famous now with the rich memories of |

#our children's bleod, —and weep whon we re-

membered the pleasant places from which we
had fallen. It wns in truth a prospec toap
pal the stoutest heartid ; and wany of our aged
and infirm, who bad bravely borne nll the suller
ings of a four yéars war, bave sunk down like
the oak which, having withawod the storm, yet
falls in the ensning calm, and died, “rejoicing
exceedingly and being glad that they could fiml
the grave.”

Such are the changes though which we baye
passed and are still passing.  Buch ia the con-
ditlon, physical und social, of your eountry at
the moiment when youw are to enter upon tie
earnest duties of life. . You will prni_mhrj' ugroe
with me in thinking that the time is an impor
tant one, and that the duties before young men
of education and patriotisin differ widely from,
andd tar exceed in weighty responsibility, those
which have devolved on any of your predeces-
ATy A=t

It will not be improper to glanee sl some of
the peeuling fields where your energies, us well
as your kindly charities, may be most  beneflei-
ally expended, The task of uplifting sud e
genernting our fallen country, indeed, belongs |
to us all; but it will devolve more especially
upon you. Neither spent, nor broken down, by
the ficrce conflicts and deadly dissppointments
of the past, your fresh spiritg’are not only en-
dowed with the vigor necessary to sucoessful
action, but they can more easily bend to the
Procrugtean bed of circumstances, which
spread for the repose of a conquered people,
—wherein lies, now, and at all-times, the
true secret of atatesmanship,

The work is not so near hopeless as it would
seem at first, and it s noble, and glorious be- |
yond anything that ever fired the ambition of
youth. Though the destruction is a0 wide-
spread and thorough, it should he remembered
tEn& there is nothing which can exceed the re
euperntive powers of nature when aided by the
industry of man. These gurin waounds in our
country's bosom are to be healod, these enor-
mons losses of our wealth are to be _repaired,

18

| these wasted flelds are to be restored (o the

glorious verdure of peacetul abundanee; from
the ashea of the homes which once sbeltered
us must arise the besmiand rafters of homes
still as beautiful and as happy. The blackened
chimneys must no longer stand, grim and solitu
ry, on the lundscape, surrounded by runk mnd
profitlesa veeds, the sorrowful milesmarks of
the sweep of desolation as it marched, devour
ing our substance, but must be made to snd
up again, from mansion roofs, the cheerful col-
nmns of smoke which once bespoke plenty and
repose, and to plow again with the winter's
blaze of domestice peace and sncred hospitality, |
All the blondy footprints of ruthless war must
be ernsed by the hand of intelligent industry. |
Looking cespniringly st the condition of
things, the country turns toward her youug
men, and calla 15 them to lead the way in
hing and practising hope. Yon are requir-
ed, above all things, to teach our people to look
up from the crumbling ashes snd pmntrutu|
columnps of their present ruin, to the majestic
roportions at¥l surpassing grandear of that |
rumplr, which may yet be Luilt by the hand |
which JaLours, the mind which
and the great soul which faints not,
An officer leading his men into battle, himsell |
going first and charging home upon the encmy,
with the bigh and loity daring of n hero, rally-
ing his troops when they waver, clivering when
they advance, applauding the brave and sustain- |
ing the faint henrted, boaring aloft the colors of
his command, and stroggiing with all the
strength and spirit of manhood, resolving to |
econguer or to perish, is esteemed one of the |
nobleat rxhilitions of which man is eapable.
We thrill and burn, a3 we read the glowing |
story, and exhaust the language of praisy, in
axtolling his virtues, DPut not less glorious, not
less worthy the commendations of his country- |
men, is he who in an bour like this bravely sili- |
mits to fate; sud scorning alike the promptings |
of despair, and the unmanly refuge of expatria-
tion, rushes Lo the rescue of his rninhing conn-
try, inspires his fellow citizens w th _hopc._ cheers |
the disconsolate, arouses the sl h, liftsa up
the helpless and the fecble, and by voice and

exam in every possible way, urges forword
all 1o the l-lc-s:u? und bloodless and crowning
vietories of peace. It is a nobile “ﬂ“lf fo die for |
ont's conntry: it is a higher and a nobler thing
to line for it, ‘ |

The best test of the best heroism now, ia o
cheerful and loyal submission to the powers and
events established by our defeat, and s ready
obedience to the Constitution and Laws of our |
u?. Being denied the immortal distine-
of i

conerlyia,

aoun
tion

ying for your country, as did yaur
fatliers and your eldest brothers, {ou may vet
rival their glory, by living for it, if you will live
wisely, earnestly and well, ocam-
ign, for which soldiers ever bn on armor,
EM' before you. The drum beats, and the |
sounds to arms, to repel invading poverty
{ tution, which have seizedl our strong-
holds and are waging war, cruel and ruthless, |
upon Our Women children. The teeming
earth is blockaded by the terrible lassitude of
exhanstion, snd we are required. through toil |
and tri ion, to retake, as by storm, that |
w weie onoe our |
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lier amed more rolmst races of the North.

tence itsclf. Without friendsor ors,they
! will wander into ways of ﬂcmd ruin.

| friend in the world, lone and

\ 1y or unwisely, in your laehalf ; 16t it appeal to

will be such as the wise and

wight smile in rejoiciog,

Now. from the earth, directly or indirecily,
comes all the wealth of mon, whether it be in
flocks upon the hills, in palnces within the city,

or in ships upon the sea.  In this profific and |
|'never fuiling sonrce alone, must be luid the

foundations of our regeneration, snd the Plow
is the great instrument with which it is to be |
officted. The oldest born, the simplest anld
maost Leneticent of inventions, the (ather and
king of all the implementa of man, upon it dg
penids all of agricalture, of: manufuetures, of
commerce and  of civilization, lh‘lllcllllwl'illg
this, it will be your firit and last great duty,
whether os legislators or as private vitizens, 1o |
eneautriyee, foster and protect labor upen the soil ;|
Leing pswured when it prospers thut all other
desivable things shall be ndded,

During the couwrse of the recent war it wus |
often n subjeet of remark that esch side was
grievously deaived in its estimato of the other. |
And especially was it a favorite opinion at the
North, that we of the S8outh were not capableal
snstaining forn protracted period the rigors of
war. It was said- that our elimate, snd more
capecinlly the system of sluvery, bad unman
ned vs, amnl sunk  us into effeminacy, and ren
dered s totally upfit to grapple'with the har
How
they were undeccived by four years of the most
despornte wtrife nguinst uverwhnlm'mg numbers |
miud resourees, it is vhe provines of history to
tell.  Nor need we lewr to et them write that
Wiwtory ; for o denial of the tull uned glorious
import ol our deeds would be a eonfession of |
their own shume and inferiority, It will be
our duty now, in better ways, and under hap-
pier :4\|.-|)i!‘l>§. still further to undeceive them.hy
the vigor nnd energy with which we shall clear
away the wreck of our fallen fortunes, adapt
ourselves to cirenmstances, under changed in-
stitutions and new systems of labour, and the
rupidity with which we shall travel in those
ways which lead to the rehuilding snd adorn-
ing aState, Nor will it admit of & doubt that
the same courage, constancy snd skill, which
ledd onr slender battalions through so many
pitched fields of glory, will, when directed into
the pesceful channels of national - prosperity,
mudd quickined by the sharp lessons of adver
sity, be suflicient to place the Bouthern States
of the American Union side by side with the
richest and the mightiest.

Dieserving also of your earnest attention is
that moral ruin—scarcely less extensive than
the pliysicsl —which dogs the footsteps of re
volation, No classes of our society have alto
ether eacaped it, whilst in some its ravages
Enre been fenrful.  The peculisr counteracting
influences—thoseof schools and sehool masters—
the genernl poverty of the country haswell nig
destroyed, The almost total loss of the very
conaiderable lynd set apart by the wisdom of
our Legislators in hnsp er times for the educa- |
tion of the poor children of the Btate, and the
congequent sbandonment of our system of Com-
mon Behiools, aré by no means to be reckoned |
smong the least of our many misfortunes, To |
the thousands of children, whose parents were |
heretofore unable to educste thewm, are now

| added other thousands redueed to a worse con-

dition by the resulis of the war. Their situa-
tion forms-a wubject of the most serious mag-
pitude, and im|km additionsl obligations
upon all, who, like you, have been favoured
with the means and opportunity of edwcstion.
But amwong all the sacred duties which will de-
volve on you as citizens and patriots, there
are rome more sacred still than others; and une
of these s the looking after, and caring for, the |
orphnng of those who perished in your defence
and mine, Numbers of them are destitute npt
only of the means of educstion, but of subsis-

It has already been my painful fortune, to
witness an instanee of such an one brought fato
the courts of Justice, eharged with orimes com.
mitted under the influence of wanot, and in the
abselice of o father's teachings. But that futher
was sleeping far away in a rude soldier's grave
in the wilderness of the Chickahominy, and his
ophan hoy, without a parent, a protector, or a
omeless, had
wantered ninong stea and boen tempted
into crime. -1 visited him in prison, where with.
out o coat, wil.lmu:.i ;.holon ;‘:-r % ‘;fla his ?m
muining garments displaying an o
cnte frnmg;!, he told mo his simple and piteous
story, 1lis tender lym th.:d Iulpm ﬁlthn
appesled so &t to court that -
i ll'::lnf the lawﬂi not inflicted on lﬂlu,P.All
kind gentleman came forward, to give
him a home and became bonnd his better
beliviour: and

sin no more, he was AWAY,

bled within me, whea I

was only one of thousands whose fortune was |
equally {llrd. and that be had thus lost home,
anel father, and an honet life, for you and for
me! Oh!my friends, may God doso to you,
and more n&;‘o.dit‘yroumr ;nmyour.mupon
an orphanchild of one who perished in your
m-m’[ﬂ«: Their blood was shed, whether ghe-

it e
the flelds o ter w t t,
woe be unto you, il luppul‘:[n vain ! “The
Lord deal kindly with you, a8 ye have dealt
with the dead.” -

Nor do our duties to these brave men cense
with their children, There ls a debt which
neither test ouths nor Congressional amendments
hive forbidden us to p? Weowe to the dead |

o for their remaing and

you for their

ood of all the eurth |

« great suffering. We arg

| imparting aod recoiving blessings on every hand, | soblest, nnd  the bravest, and  the  bigh-
Southern manhood,—children of the
| may applaud, and over which even theangels | Cnvalier and the Mugnenot, —sieep in shallow
| and unknown graves nr moulder upon the soil
| Hikee the beysts that péarish,

est, of

the plowman, the poet and the cart boy, the ac-
1_‘01111
hamlet, rest side hy side awaitin

upon the grave of ber lost oy,
nations listened w the roar of that boy's mus-
ket, and

empire” through the belching flames and glit
tering  hayonets of many a  battlemented
height / Lustre and glory,—everything but sue-
ceas, —he shed sbundantly, upon his country,

“The silent pillar, lone and gray,

Clulns kindred with bis sacred clay ;

The meanest rill, the mightiest river,

Rolls mingling with his fame forever”
When the efvilized world hne mng with the
praises of these men, and even the gencrous of
their foes have not -withhell the homage ever
due to valor and ta virtue, certainly we may be
plﬂ'l]l.l‘\t‘il fur wl'hillg to Jdo this poor honor to
our own, I

I L a Northern wanderer, werp for thee,
What should thy sons do "

The vor

| theirremaing home and bury thew with decen-

cy anilin silence, No monuments of victory
nre for us, no national jubilee can we caléhrate,
no songs of trigmph can our maidens sing, or
garlands o glorPggeave; there is no welcoms
ing of returning ujuerors, nor erecting  of
trivmphal arches for W, to console us for onr
I nlone with our great

defeat and thy 'y sorrow, which, “never

slisbed scholur and the rude father of the
the final
tritmp, mnd many a8 mother that bore him knows
not of bis lowly bed, nor ean east one flower
And yet the

Tho lawgiver nnd |

wautched, with heart aglow and |
Hlood an fire, as he strove to erect the *arch of

lenst that we can Jdo, is to bring |

flitting, still is sitting, siiil is sitting,” in our |

household ; and all that we have left for our
comfort is the sad, yet tender light which plays
around the memory of those who died to make
it otherwise | The poor honors we show to
them are as much shown to ourselves, and still
more 1o humanity. Respect to the memary of
the worthy dead is older than civilization.
all ages, and among all nations and peoples,
from those*‘who dwell within the gates of the
rising sun," to those who bebold his mightier
light give place to the dreamy dominionsof the
evening star, it has been usval to remove those
who died lor country, and to colebrate their
virtues with the highest funeren] honom,

Our noble country=women, abounding in that
tenderness which ever cleaves to wmisfortune,
bave undertaken this pious duty. But you
must help them, the whe
must help; and small, indeed, will be the hopes
we may claim of the living if, by refusing, vou
show yourselves insensible to the virtues of the

every Bouthern soldier reverently gathered up,
dnd placed where gentle hands cin show, by
benntifying and adorning bis quiet' home, thut

more, though:he died in vain, And in doe time,

1 doubt nut, monuments of matbis and granige |

will tell the stranger how Noerth Carolioa cher-
ishes the memory of her IHustrious children,

“Tread lightly,—'tis & soldiet's grave
This lonely mossy mound,—

And yet, to hearts like mine and thine,
It shotld be holy ground.

Tread lightly,—for this man bequeathed,
Ere laid below {his sod,

Hin ashes to his native land,
ITis gallant soul to God !

1 trust, you will be permitted to take a purt in
the government of your country, The path of
the statesman for the past décade hias been be-
set with pectlinr difficulties; nor is it likely
that the surroundings of the t period
will prove less embarrassing to any public man
honestly seeking his countey's good, The les-
sous of experience would make vs all wise, if
they were not forgotten. In taking whatever
tions your talents or incllnations may causo
to be assigned you, my most solemn injunetion
wonld ba to burn into your memories, forever,
the teachings of the terrible experience of the
past five years. The ‘Hrmt problem we have just
worked out is full of mighty meaning, its theo-
rem is demonstrated in charnoters of “‘fraters
nal blood," wnd all its corollafies teern with
changes of power anil the downfall of systems.
Lat it ever be before your rf'vu. and learft of it,
among other wise things, that the yielding to
blind passions and pemonsl resentments, when
the happiness of thonsands is entrusted to your
Judgment; is a erime for which God will hold
you accountable, The subjection of every pas-
sion and udics in the bresst, to the tooler
sway of jud, t and resson, when the com-
mon wellnre 18 concerned, I the first victory 1o
be won in a political career.  Without it, yon
ean win no other; in -which vour countsy ocan
rejoice,  The philosophy of poditics exhibits
many instructive phenomenn, wilch you showld
M{GDJ study. 111”“1':”“&“ system of sep-
arate and quasi-indopondent latm.-slgcl;.cﬁ :
the' American Union: embraced many pe-
ouliar foatures in relation to the scienie of
Government, little known or practiced hy other
nations, Yearsago, M. Guizot pronounced it the
most difflenlt and eomplex in the world; an
n which the infinite disagreements of our
own statesmen, in regard to it power and lims
itations, bave smply justified. Its structure,
originally, was not unlike the planetary system ;
as ench Btate was sssigned, by its authars, an
orbiit in which to move aronpd the Geperal
Government as & i centre. The
agsinst which its founders seomed most
to provide, were to srise from
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1 and thrown off the feudal system : or that no g
arnment oan stand  the steain of ¢ivil war; or
{simply thit meo, in vimes of great exeltement,
eannot preserve judgnment o discern the riglt
from the wrong, or integrity  cnough to keep
intact an offivial oath, it is Heedless on the pres
| ent oocasion 1o inquire, The recent attempt, on
the part of a minority of the Suates, to with
draw from the system. was suc cesstully resisted
hy the majority, in the name and by the arthor
| f1y of the Central Govermment, In order to
effect this, powers were  eliimed -ane exercined
| by the latter, ss the contest proceoded, bighe
| and mare extraordinary than the wildest con
solidationist ever dresmed of nsserting before
This destroyed, in letter and spirit, the original
compnet, utterly  and absolutely s and
disturbed the  whole  system thar, in the
very nuture of  things it Is impoessilile o
it to oscillate inte  place again. The pre
dominanee of the eentripatal power is com
plete, and the msults established, logieally,
are that the 8tates cannot withdraw, that they
are subject to coercion, not only as to ther ey
ternnl relutions, but ay o their intorpal policy,
their domestic laws, and everything else what
shevep pertaining to sovereignty, Tt does wat
logically follow, bowever, not even by the log
ic of revolutions, that, having neither the Jegal
nor the physieal power to withdeaw, they are
yet ont of the Union. That were, indeed, n
moral  und & physioal impossibility.  The very
flower of the prerogative of the States ls, tliore
fore, sweptawny by the decigion ol this triby
nul which is tht! Tast resirt of Kings, and to
which a |.'(|n||li'v1't'-li Iu-np]:' un hlln-rlluw TRLIE
murrer,

Such igniow the actanl state of things, unfor
tunnte ns we may rogored it and contrary as it
mauy seem toall of ouridens of the true purpo
ses of the government.  But it is eur country
atill, nnel if 7t Cannot be governed as we wish it,
sit must yet-be governed some other way; and it
is still our duty to labor tor its prusinzrily andl
glory, with ardor anid- sincerity: oenrnest]y
urge upon you the strictest conformity of you.
conduct to the situation ; to what the govern
ment actually is, not what you may think it
ought to be. It is our bounden duty as honest
men to give our new formed institutions a full
undl fair trial—especinlly the new system of In
bor ; and il they prove better than the old, Ter
us forges onr sufferings and be thankful. And
il the ovcasion shohld ever
come, that for thesake of her own theory,
Mussachusetts will cheerfully submit o the
game degrndation which North Carolina has
borne

In the discussion and progress of politica!
ruestions, yon will mostly find that there ar
practically three divisions of the people, thongh
there gem-rallf: appear but two, Two of thes
atcupy the extfemest nppositeé positions, whilst
the third, uvsually desominsterl eomservative
stands bptween, This glass geoerslly oxoseds
either or both of the ot In mimbiers, and iu
the charncter and worth of {ts lenders, € pulil
it alwaya rule, whilst there would certainly he
less of progress, there would yet be less of civir
commotion, nod far more of true bappiness -
But strang¢ to say, though in a majority, this

| oluss is seldom in power ; for paradoxieal as it

\

may appear, the extremists are néarer to each
other than to the intermediate class, and gener

ally combine to oyercome it. It is, moreover
& well known defect of popular government, ths
they are proneto mistake the zeal and earnes!

ness of the extremlsts tor sound policy, which
contfibutes further to their triumph. . The cooler
wisdom of the copservative statesman is gencr

) : ¢ nlly spprecinted aftor the mischief i dong, -~
The time is not far distaot, when ns citizens, |

Those bpld and striking qualitics, so apt to eap
tivate the yonng nod enthusinstic, In'war and
i politics, are mostly dangerous to good goy-
ernment.  Adnd yor mankind have beon e
eager to be deceived by them. Ewven history.
stern and digoified, lends itsolf, perhaps wnocon
scionsly, to the damaﬂng delusion. 'Whilst
n paints the glories of the hem
who plunged his country into war, and bronghi
desolation to the doors of his people, a few briel
and passing lines suffice for thesagaciousstuates
man who has honored his homanity by preveyt
ing slanghter, Tt is 1o some exteut so, in
natgre of things, The great deeds done are
tangible and real ; the great calamities etoide!
are only in the mind, and we cannot tully grasp
them, Just ns the sublime description of Dan-
te's Infotno, with bl the powers of the most
vivid imagination, fails to inspire an ides of
torture half equal to that which we fecl by bold
ing the for one moment in the blaze of n
candle. ut if listory could be differently
written, nnd were it possible to set against what
this great man bhas done, ch with' the
misery whieh he inflicted, <that which another
greater und better man las ot done, credited
with the suffiring which he hus spored Lis peo-
“how differént world Dethe verdicr of pos
terity | and how naked would many & r
hero wppear!. Alasalas| why will civilization
permit ita true heroes to sleép in forgdtton
gravea, while marble and bronze celebmte the
virtues of those whose greatnesa conmisted in
their power to: inflict wrotchedness 1
V- There is no more yaluablo lesson to e learn
' gd from the troubled and contlicting scenes ot
the recent past, than the obivious vajue of selfs
ing to the ‘character of n
c man, * And this, not in the narrow and
popular sense of that much sbused term, s
meaning an unchanging sdberence 1o one opin-
ion or set of cpinions, The dullest intellect and
the meanest spirit can notonly do that, but is
most apt to do it ; whilst wise men see the ne
cosgi dchngngulnﬁnumem-ur}-
pL— of the case may Fender it indispen
la; as 8 good ral oh front so of
ten 8e it is req [ in order to the enemy
Bat all public men-should propose certain grear
trathe of principles as their objects 1o be st
tained—never to be abandoned except upon the
3 gonyictions of their falsity —anil though
.tr{’v%t those pri; ghould b
- be varied “expediency
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