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y creed.

mend it to men of all parties, who Jove their
ﬂiﬂmg,fiﬁw, its peace, and its prosper-
ity. Asa platform of principles, fit to be
putin practice, IE&A%BL‘E'MJ pot ‘be capa-

cious enough to take in Disunionists and wil-

fal agitaors, there is no other class of polit-

meat of the House of

icular._p ils 2 Siare Convention_those wh
s moderation . above -all, its | vention voling,’ .

) s iy ':'eGonnutio:g."’._ and th':m who do not wanl a

Convention, voting in the same way, “ No Con-

!'gn_lion,” or ¢

]

the Governor, as soon as_he shall have repelved
the returns of the sheriffs, to compare, in the

cians in our country that might not willingly,
and even proudly, take their stand upon it.
| s ‘.N'atioua{ Intelligencer.

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION,
- . Howsk or Commoss, Dec, 5th.
& Mr. J. R.MecLean, Chairman of the Committee
on Amendments to the Constitution, reported (as
" announced in yesterday’s legislative summary,)
adversely on the resolutions Instructing them 1o
. ="iiito the expediency of so amending the
Constitution as 1o give the election of Judges to
the people, &c., &c., and asked 1o be discharged
from the further considerauion thereof. .
__“Upen the question—*shall the House concur in
said "_Mr. Foster, of Davidson, said,
though unacquainted with Legislative proceedings,
3t seemed 10 him a little strange that the Chair
man did not embody in one report all the subjects
.weferred 10 the Commitiee; when the Commitiee
authorized a report upon the whole subject.

- Mur. McLean dissented, and avowed his inten-
tion, after a vete was taken upon the report before
them, 10 report a bill upon the vther subject—Free

S —alluded 10.

‘Mr. Foster then said, that he understood the
Chairman to say, that he would, afier taking
the vote, reporta bill upon the subject. Now,
he thought there was a desire to dodge the
question ; but he wished to give fair notice that no
Jegislative trickery or legerdemain could shield
certain zentlemen from going on the record.—

should show their hauds one way or the other!
He intended to offer, at the proper time, a mioor-
iy report, and a bill, as a substitute for the one
that would be reported.

Mr. McLean disclaimed any disposition (o act
unfairly in the premises, and in order to give the
gentleman from Davigson an opportunity 1o sub-
mit his counter report, he asked leave to with
draw the report upon the resolutions of Gen.
Saunders ; which leave being granted, he then
subm tted the other report, acesmpanied by a bill,

oviding lor the Legislative amendaent of the

itution, soas 1o abrogate the property quali-
fication in voting for Senators. -

Mr. Foster submitted his minority report and
bill. |Itis not in our power lo lay these belore
our readers, to day, but they shall appear.

Mr. F. said, that finding himsell m a minority
upon this Committee—he would notsay respecta-

minority, for it was a minority of one; and
entertaining views entirely dissimilar from 1hose
of the Commitiee, he felt it a duty which he owed
to himself and to those whose counfidence hLad
placed him in his present position, 10 embody his
views briefly in a minorny report. He would
merely remark that, having requested the assis-
tance of his friend [rom Guilford, whose acquain-
tance with researches into the early lustory of
Nor.h Carolina was well known, they together
had searched over the unpublished works now in
the Secretary of State’s Office and Il members de’
sired to investigate the subject, they would find
the startling historical lact, that the people—ihe
true legitimate sovereigns of the land—bhad never
had to this day an opportunity of fra ning their own
Government.

Mr. Stevenson objected 1o an expression in the
minvity report, which conveyed the idea that the
majority report emnbodied all the views of all the
Committee. F: was in favor of unelher amend-
ment, besides the one propused.

~ Mr. Foster had no desire to do any one injus-
tice, and therefore, if the majority report did not
suit his friend [rom Craven, he would cheerlully
tender him the mmority report for his signature ;
for there was no man with whom he would sooner
go before ihe people of North Caroliva upon this
subject, than his $riend from Craven.

Mr. McLean said that ke was in lavor of Mr.
F.s bill, and wished to set hims {f right,

Mr. Foster again said that he wished to say,
that he had asked Mr. McLean 10 join himm m a
minor.ty report, goin: fur submitting 10 the peo
ple whether or not they wished a Conveation, in
prelerence to free suffrage ulone, and he had refus-
ed’? For his vwn part, he was against free suf-
frage, il that was all he was 10 have, and the peo
ple would yet show that they will not putup with
3 alon=, when other importaut rights are withheld
irom them.

r MR. RAYNER’S BILL
CONCERNING A CONVEXTION.

WHERESS, itis strenuously insistedon by many

ol the citizens of this State, that the provision in
she Constitution, reqairing a freebold qualification
10 entitle persous 1o vote for members ol the Senate
an the General Assembly, operates as a heavy
grievance upop a Jarge porticn il not a majority
of the freemen of the State; and whereas, it is
coniended, by many, that a majority of the free-
mien of the Stale Cemand a change in tl:ie Con-
slitution, so as 1o extend the right of voting for
members of the Senate 10 all who are entitled 1o
vate far wnembers of the House of Commons ; and
whereas, thé General Assembly believe, that if
 this bea grievance lo be remedied,measuies should
~first be adopted providing for ascertaining the
: of their const.lueuts preparatory to a change
The 10R ]
our and

:  county in the State, at the first term
d afler the first day of January
J'and filty one, shall appeint two

18 To'supesintend the polls to be opened
d every election precinct in said coun-

ing by ballot, the will of the free-

ges on to provide, That
rier Sessions, of each

A‘ijnsu Conventwun.”

“The 4th provides, That it shall be the daty of

presence of the Secretary of State, Public Trea-
surer and Comptroller, the number of votes for!
and against a Convention ; and if. it shall appear
that a majority of the votes polied in the State,
are in ‘avor of a Couvention, he shall Iorlhwilh;
publish a proclamatiop wf the:faot in such news-
papers as he may think proper; and he shall
issue a writ of election to the sheriff of each and
every county in the State, requiring him to apen
polls for the election of delegates to the Con-.
vention, at 1he same places, aud wader the sgame
tules, as prescribed for holding other Siate elec- |
t:ons, said polls tu be opened and elegﬂpm;b‘eld
on the first Thureday in August next.
The 7th provides, That all persons .qualified
to vote for members of the House of Cummons,
dnder the present Coanstitution, shall be entitled
to 3 vote for members to said Convention ; and
all free white men, of the age of iwenty one
years, who shall have been resident in the State
one year previous to, and shall continue to be so
resident at the time of the election, shall be eli-
gible to a seat in said Convention. .
The 8th provides, ‘I'tat each county ia the
State shall be eutitled 1o elect the same vumber
of delegates 1o said Convention that said county
is entitled to members in the House o Comnions,
and no more: P. ovided, that those counties,whirh,
in consequence of . division since the last appor-
Lionment, now vole together for any given uum-
ber of members in the [House of Commons, shall
vole in the sawe way fur delegates to said Con-

vention,

‘The Oth provides, That the delegates elected
shall convene in or near the city of Raleigh on
the third Monday in Septewber next; and provi-
ded that a quorum does not attend, on that day,
the delegates may adjourn, from day to day, uuul
a quorum be present; and a majonty of delegates
elected shall constitule a quorum to do business.
The 13th provides, That the following propo-
sition shall be submitted to the people for their
assent or dissent to the same; the former of which
shall be understood as expressed by the votes for
“ Convention,”” and the lauter by the votes * no
Convention,” or * against Conventon,” at the
time and in the mode herein befure provided, viz:
that the said Convention, when a quorum of the
delegates wlio shall beelected, are assembled, shall
frame and devise an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of this State, so as to provide, that all persous
entitled to vote for members of the House of Com-
mons, shall also be entitled to vote for members
of the Senate in the General Assembly; and that
said Convention shall not make any other altera-
tion or amendment of the Counstitutton whatever.

‘'he 14th provides. That if a majority of the
votes at the election Frst directed 1o be held by
this Act, shall be found *for Convention,’ it shall
be considere¢ and understood that the people by
their vote as aforesaid, have conferred on the del-
egates 1o said Convention, the power aund author-
ity to make the alieration and ameadment in the
exisung Constitution of the State, in tne particular
herein enumersaled, but in no other.

And the 15th provides, That the said Conven-
tion, after haviag adopted an amendment 10 the
Constitution in the said particular, shall have
guwet and authority 1o prescnbe the mode for the
inal rautication ol the same by the people of the
State ; and 1a prescribe all necessary ordinances
and regulations for the purpuse of guving full op-
eration and ellect o the Constiwuon as thus al-
tered and amended. -

MR. AMIS® RESOLUTIONS.

Resolved, That the Comstitutional oath presciibed to
members of Congress, faithfully to observe the Con-
stitution, requires them to eniwt whatever laws nay
be necessary to secure the full, perfect, and speedy at-
tainment of any provision of the Constitution, and
that any failure to do so is a violation of the Constitu-
tion and it derogation of their solemu oath.

Resolved, That the law known as the Fugitive slave
law, passed by Congress, at ita last session, or some
other equally efficient, is necessary to sccure the full,
perfect and speedy execution of one of the most im-
portaut provisions of the Constitution, and that Con-
gress, in passmng said law, acted mn pursuance of the
plainest requivements of Constitutional duty.

Resolved, That all efforts to re said law, or in
any way hinder or defeat or delay the delivery of per-
sous held to service or Aabor in any State under the
laws thegeof, upon claum of the party to whom such
service uor labor may be due, are flagrant violations of
the Constitution; aud that those who engage in such
efforts, manifest not only a heedless inditference to
constitutional duty, but a deep seated and unrelenting
hostility to the eonstitution and the Union.,

Resulved, That it is the duty of those whe love the
Union and destre its preservation, to co-operate against
those who thus manilest a disposition to destroy it,
and cumpcl them to submit to the eonstitution, and the
laws passed in accordance thercwith, or take measures
t+ drive them from the Union. :

Resolved therefore, That in order to aseertain who
they are that thus meditate the destruetion of our
Government, against whom every lover of his country
should wite indefence of the constitution, our Northern
brethren be, and they are hereby requsted, fully and
fairly to meet the guestions herein referred to, and,
by convention or legislative action, to declare unequiy-
ocally for or against the Union and the constitution in

all its parts and with all its requirements.
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Inst, in our statement of the House vote for Comp-
troller. Messrs, Cotton, Bond and  Wilson, Loces, vo-
ted for Maj. Collins, and Mesars, Blow, Davidson aud

| G~ We committod an unintentional error, in our

1 D. F.Caldwell, Whigs, voted for Maj. Clarke. Mr.

Erwin voted for Mr. Dargan; Mr. Swanner for Mr.
Anderson, and Mr. Sherard for Mr. Nixon.

There was also a mistake in our aceount of proceed-
ings-of Wednesday, whereby Mr. Parham, instead of

his colleague,. Mr. Wiggins, was made ito introduce’| .
' {jority of both

the Bill for the incorporationof the Granville Plank
Road Company.

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

Upon a first and very cursory perusal of the late
admirable Message of Mr. FiLw.mone, our feeling
was, we freely confess, upon the whole, one ol
some little disappointinent, that the nullification
with which the Fugitive Slave Law is threatened
in certain sections of the North, should not have
been specifically commented upon. The closer,
hoiwever, that we study that document, the more

.thoroughly and firmly are we )eon‘vinced. that it

18, from every considerativn, precisely the thing for
the erisis ; for, although 1t does not, in terms, name
the Fugitive Slave Law as one 10 be enforeed, it
is so clearly embraced in the recummendation to

| preserve unimpaired, the whole compromise acts,

and in the determination' which it expresses o en-
force the laws, that any more explicit reference 10
that act was rendered unnecessary. It would not
have become the chiel Executive of a community
of States, of diverse interests and conflicting opin-
ions, 10 liave taken up the cudgels of the partizan
for any State or either section. It is his duty (o
see (o the enforcement of the laws everywhere,
and under any circumstances ; and this he has ex-
pressed his firm determination to do, ina manner
that puts him before the whole country, without
regard to section, as a President who intends to
uphold the Censtitution and all its guaranties.
We cannot but indulge the hope, that the offi-

cial announcement of the views of the President |

will have a most wholesome influence upon the
public mind. Atall events, while Mr. Filimore
entertains his present sentiments, and hasthe pow-
er always at his disposal, to carry his determina-
tion into effect, we can peiceive no gnod reason
for despairing of the 2ause of Uaion and Peace.—
Fa natics in Massachusetts may continue their
attempts 10 resist lae execution of -the laws; but,
:hen, the President has made the emphatic decla-

South Carolina may be ready to secede—but she
will hardly bave the folly and -temerity to take
that step alone. Letall men, then, who love the
Union,and tespect the rights ol the dilferent Siates,
take their stand upon the platform laid down in the
Message, and we have no fears for the result.

| REPORT FROM THE NAVY DEPARTMENT.

The views of the Secretary of the Navy are set
forth with great clearness and exhibit much consides-

ation of the subjects discussad.
The superfluity of officers of the higher grades in the

navy, ascompared with the subordinate grades, the
importanee of providing that from time to time as of-
ficers may decline in capacity for useful public ser-
vice, cither from superannuation or other cause, they
may be retired from the active list on termns both just
and liberal; the proper ruleof promotionin the high-
est grades of the service, so that merit might bave its
elauns allowed without entire exclnsion by seniority ;
the recomunendation to recognisc by law the office of
Conunodore and toraise at least twootficers to the runk
of Rear Adwmiral—these are topics upon which the
report makes many excellent sugzestions and sub-
mits each pont to the consideration of Caongress in 2
manner calculated toinvite the practieal attention of
that body. :

The extension of our territory alonz the Pacific
Coast, with the inconveniencé and delay of communi-
cating directly with i, is urged by the Secretary es
giving a speeial reason in addition to others of great
weight, why the office of Rear Admiral should be

the whole coast and with autherity to convene courts
martial without the need of waiting ovders from Wash-
ington, the efficiency of the service in that quarter
would be greatly prometed. Squadrons conneeted

with the coast and with the protection of the Pacific |

Resolved, That any unreasonable delay on the part
of any State to take its position, will be considered as
a determination to treat with indignity the just com-
Feel warranted in shaping our course izly.

Rexolved, That our brethern of the Southern States
are earnestly requested ta unite with us in the position
we have en of union and co-operation against the
enemies of the Union,

HRegolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, be re-

trade might bave their permanent stations at San
Fransisco, Astoria, San Dicgoorother suitable points,

laints of a grossly wronged people ; and that we shall without the necessity of returning at the close of every

cruise to some one of the Atlantic ports,

With regard to the application of steam to, sbips of
war the Secretary is not of the-opinion that sail vessels
will be thereby superseded; but he regards war
steamers s niost valuable auxiliaries. 1t is, of eourse,

quested ta transmit forthwith to the Governors of the

several States of the Union a ecbpy of the foregoing

resolutions, with a request that they submit them

without delay to th‘(;c‘}.egia}atums of their respective
|

impossible te know, yet awhile, what new improve-
ments may he applied ta steamers to render them
still better adapted to purposes of war, yet emough

;

ration, that he will do his duty, at all hazards.— |

created. With an officer of that rank in command of |-
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We are gratifiedto' learn: from the Union that

assembled in a better spirit than when they sepe.

rated on the 30th of Beptemberlast. “There seems

to bea fixed determinationamong adeecided ma.
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STATE LBGISLATURE.
Frinar, Dee. 6Gih.

Mr. Drake, from the Camx“eﬂgﬂ%al:ﬂ'

te whom was referred a reso'ution in favor of

H. T. Dyer, Shesiff of - Wilkes 'County,. re-

ported the samé to the Senate and- recom-

mended its passage. Read seeond time and

passed. - i =
On molion Oer Roge < BrS. '-';_"." w0
Resolved, That the Commi ‘q’ “"*‘E J“-‘i

be requested 10 inquire iio the ex 20l s
amending the existing law as ;,m, Lhe,
Courts ol Pleas and Quarter: Sessionsilur each.
and every County in the Siate, v Jeyy:a lax .on
real estale to ereate a lund ‘0 pay wlis jurors

w_h;) may herealter be summoned 10 it on jury
irials. - z {

On motion of Mr. Bynufn.

Resolved, T'hat the Commitee on Propositions
and Grievances, be instracied 1o engiire mio the
propriety of liberating a mulatto boy, the property
of Col. Juhn Robens, of Cleaveland,  Said resolu-
tions was accompanied by a miemorial. -

Mr. Nixon, a bi:l to enlarge the power of
the Commissioners of the town of Wilmai g-’
ton. Read first time and reférred to Com-
mittee on Internal improvements, and order-
ed'to be printed: A

Mr. Watson, a bill to repeal the actof the

{General Assembly of 1848-'49, ;providing for

the suppost of a sysiem of International Lit-
lerary and Scientific exchanges. Read anl
referred to Committee on Lit J - .
Mr. Washington; a bill authonzing Need-
ham Lofton, Jr., to emancipate his slave
Elias Council, upon certain conditions there-
in mentioned. Read and referred to Com-
mittee on Propositions and Grievabces.
The Senate then proceéded to the conside-
ration of the unfinished business of yesterday,
to wit, the bill toincorporatethe Ashvilleand
Greenville plank road Campany; which,
after supdry amendments, was passed its
second reading. iand melhaa [
Rec’d message from the House, with Res-
olutions providing fer certain alterations and
:(:anrovemenl:l in_the Hall of the House of
ommons, and making an: riation there-
for, Read first iium.gantﬂ[f‘:npoﬁon of Mr.
 Bysum, referred to a select Commiitee, - -
cousisting of Messrs. Bynum Sheppard and
Drake, '\}'ilh instruetions to enquire into
the propriety of making similar provisions for -
furnishang Senate Chamber. - '
A bill to amend an act passed at the Ses-
stion 1833-'34, entitled an act to establish a
bank in: the State of North Carolina, was ta-
ken up and on motion of Mr. Bower ordered
to be laid on the table. .
Mr. Thomas from the Committee on In-
ternal Improvements, to whoin was referyed
the bill to incorporate the Tennessee Rail
Road Company, reported the same without
ameudment and recommended its passage.
On wotion of Mr. Cameron, the Senate
adjourned until to-morrow 11 o’clock, -

HOUSE OF COMMOXS, :
Mr. G, D Poole, member elees from Pasqno- -
tank, appeared and was qualified. . = .
The Speaker laid befure the House a report.
from the Bank of Favetteville,and also one from .
the Cape Fear , which were onlesed 0 be seut 10,
the Senate with a proposition s print. -
Mr. Avery preseuted the resiguation of D, Par-
vis, a Justice ol the Peace fug the county of Mcé.
Dowell, : R =
Mr. Hayes, of Chesokee, presented a memorial
from citizens of Clierokee county, praying the
wkiture to take vome action upon e remoxal
of the Cherokee lndians from the State ;' which
was, on motivn of Me. Avery, orderedfo te tefec-
House and 2 fww the Sepate, = |
Mr. Bames, of Edgesombe, 3 resobation thas
the Commitiee ou the Sudiciary be insttucied 1o
inquire into the expediency, ofy giving Ceugty
Courts the disciotion 0 pay Wardeas of the poor.
e e . S S e iR
“On motion of Mr, Pigelt, the bill 1o vepeal
portion of the Revenue Act of 184647, levying
a tax-of one per ceat. upon the estates of persons

tlyig withou? lineal heirs, was taken up, and de-
bated by Messes. Pigowt, HiMl, of Caswell, Steele




