fraction of an ounce, 1s
all |
d.

~.additional ounce or

recommended as 0‘:!:;] 'mlmg ;ldhpe upon i
- hlets, periodicals, an r printe
mtgr; insteﬁ of the present rate of two and
~a half cents for the first ounce, and one cent
for every additional ounce, or fraction of an
ounce. For the sea-going charge on such
matter, and on newspapers, twice the inland
rate to and from the points to which it is

proposed that the letter postage shall be ten
Jropos

d four times the inland rate where
the letter rate is twenty cents, is deemed a
just and proper rate. This would, in some
cases, increase .the postage on printed mat-
ter sent to the Pacific coast, and by our other
sea lines, where the postage is not already
fixed by the postal arrangement; but the

tage to Califorma, as above proposed,
would hardly equal the price now charged

 private expresses for the conveyance of
zp:m weight, in packages of less than

one hundred pounds to San Francisco.
It will be perceived that the reduction
d in the postage upon printed matter
13 not large. The reason for the greater re-
duction of letter postage is found in the fact
that the rates of postage upon printed matter
 are now exceedingly low, when compared
with the leiter rates. The average postage
on letters is estimated at about three dollars
and sixteen cents per pound, and on news-
papers ‘or pamphlets at about sixteen cents
per pound. After the reductions proposed,
the average inland postage on letters will be
about $2.50 per pound when not prepaid,
and $1,50 per pound when prepaid.
It is recommended that if a reduction of
be made, it shall go into operation
on the 1st of June next, and to meet the de-
ficiency in the revenue which will take
-place gr three or four years, an appropria-
tion from the treasury be made; and that
from the same source the department be
paid for carrying editors’ exchanges, and for
all free matter.

MINORITY REPORT
OF THE
Commitlee on the Stale Conveniion, &c.

The Commiitee on Amendments of the
~ Constitution, &c , consisting of J. R. McLean,
S. Stevenson, W. J. Blow, Thomas
Ruffin, Jr., and the undersigned, having re-
ported a bill carrying out the views of said
- committee except those of the undersigned,
proposing to amend the Constitution of the
State in one icular alone, to-wit: to al-
low all persons who are now entitled to vote
for Members of the House of Cnmmons, to
~ vote also for Members of the Senate, and the
undersigned being thoroughly satisfied that
a laige and overwhelming majori:‘y of North
Carolina are anxious for other and important
constitutional amendments, and deeply im-
_ d with the importance of all parties, at
all times and under all circumstances, recog-
nizing the sovereignty of. the people, begs
leave lllo submit a report and the accompany-
ing bill, ‘ 2 4
gI‘hiil duty he feels the more imperative up-
on him for the following reasons::

First, because the freemen of North Car-
‘olina; under the principles of the bill reported
by & majority of the Committee, frave never
had like those of other States an:opportunity
of framing or since revising, by delégates un-
trammeled, a Constitution for themselves.,
Second, The representative being merely
the agent and servant of the people, hifki o'
sight to dictate to those who are his masters
- what amendments to their Constitution they
shall have and whatSnot—what grievances
shall be redressed and what not—for such
would be in direct contravention ¢f the fun-
damental truths that ‘“all political power is
vested in and derived from the people only,”
and that ““fhe people of this State ought to
have the sole and exclusiveright of regulating
t einternal government and police thereof.”
l Thardly, It gn a fact well kno?'wll:; that a
rtion, if not a majority, of { le
ﬁoprl‘l)l Carolina, desireja tiforough mm
in their constituion, embracing the manner
of electing and the term of their State Sena-
tors, the election of a Lieutenant Governor,
of Judges and other State officers; and for

an opportunity of e ing their wishes,
upon these subjects, would be, on their part,
an adoption of the trans-atlantic doctrine,

that “‘the people are incapable of self-gov-
‘ernment.” By

% “I"‘_owtély. ‘All amendments to the Con-
" titation and every change in the organic laws
of a great State, such as ours, should be dis-
_cussed and decided by the people themselves

—their minds being directed to and occupied

by that question alone, separate and distinct

“from tné other—particularly, if that other be

~of a party characier, or connected with par-
4y troump

- Amendments to the Constitu-

| The unde

: - . students quickest, rather
their representatives to refuse to allow them | pares ﬂm?n best.

_Amendments to h

e Constitu-

fection ard confidence,
ed being well aware that
unfortunate sectional differencés exist upon
this as well as other |:__;'l-lsi’am_qm’mtl:wus, has in
the accompanying bill, by way of preventing
any Mﬁe&npﬁilt, made
the basis of representation, as it exists for the
election of Members to the House of Com-
mons, the basis of representation in electing
Delegates to the Convention proposed.
Respectfully submitted,
ALFRED G. FOSTER.

COMMUNICATION.

FOR THE REGISTER.

TO THE FRIENDS OF EDUCATION IN
NORTH CAROLINA.

GextiEMEN: [ trust that my apology for ap-
pearing before you on this oceasion may be found
in the importance of the subject, the fact that acall
has been made upon me in the Newspapers to ad-
dress you and that I am already the Secretary of a
local Kdueation Society, which holds its meetings
at Wake Forést College.

A subject of so paramount importance could at
no time be adequately treated by me, and least of
all just at this time, when the labors of the session
are sueceeded by the more engrossing cares of the
examination ; yet I had contemplated an address
upon edueation with a suggestion that its friends
should organize an association at the next annual
commencement of the University, and there adjourn
to the commencement at Wake Forest College, a
week after, and I yet hope that the University will,
as becomes her, take the lead in this business.

The subject of education, at all times important,
is vitally so to the South, now that we are con-
templating, for a time, commereial independence of
the North, and perhaps even something worse,
whieh it should be considered inauspicious to name.
That knowledge is Power is true of States as well
as of individuals ; for a State is an aggregate of in-
dividuals, and whatever fandamental truth is true
of the individnal must be true of the State, that is
individuals in their collective capacity; again,
what is true of the composi must be true
of the com whole. Hence it would appear,
that no State can long, honorably and successfully
compete with bordering States of superior knowl-
edge. Physieal resources, if she had them, would
not enable the less enlightened State to match her
more enlightened neighbor; for the age of brute
force and savage cunning has and the race
is not to the swift, nor the victory to the strong,
but both to the wise. 1f knowl be so impor-
tant o all States, it must be more especially so to
States whose Geographical situation denies the
means of physical or material greatness and glory,
that is, the greatness and glorg of wealth, of splen-
did and populous cities, &ec. Such is to agreat ex-
tent the situation of North Carolina. The defi-
ciencies of our navigable waters, our inland situa-
tion and the start which the neighboring States
have got in commereial enterprise must forever
confine us to mediocrity in this pursuit ; but a no-
bler career lies yvithin our choice. We may be-
come to the South what Athens was to Greece,
what Massachusetts and Connecticut are to New
England. Indeed before the establishment of the
Universities of Virginia and Alabama, we were, in
the opinion of many, advancing to this intellectual
pre-eminence. Our respectable existence as a State
depends upon our acquiring eminence in this or
some other way. National glory is the richest in-
heritance of a people ; we know that many deride
it, and flout ¥ as an empty bubble, but it was with
a full knowledge of its importance that Henry
Clay traced the most shining characters and bril-
liant victories of the last war to its influence. Te
proud will leave a Siate which has nothing, or but
little to be of; we know that this is as yet
far from being the condition of our State, but such
it may become; besides, to be stationary when
others are advancing, is to present the appearance
of retrograding.

With these general and preliminary remarks, we

‘{ pass to notice what we coneeive should be the par-|

ticular objects of the proposed Couvention.

L—CoxxexioN AND COoRRESPONDENCE OF CLASSICAL
ScHooLs.

The business of education is so important and
difficult that if any aid can be derived from the co-
0 ion of schools in their callective relation it
should not be rejected. If for instance each school
should feel bound in honor to every other not to
admit an expelled student from any one of them,
it would operate as a salutary check upon miscon-«
duct of students'in all of them ; in this way a stu-
dent might be made to feel that s chance of get-
ting an education was dependent upon his confor-
mity with the regulations of his school.

Something also might be d;me, if sehools would
agree upon an average time for preparing youn
gentlemen for College. At present a you%hyis mE
der too temptations to go to the Preparatory
School, which has the tation of preparing its
to the one which pre-

It would tly facilitate this mutual connex-
ion and de nee of schools, if they were amen-
able to—at least if they occasionally reported to,
some Ceniral Board of Control, or to a Commiltee
of the Legislature,” or to an officer of Schools, like
the minister of Public Instruction in France, and
some other countries. This regulation would give
a system of Schools in place of unconnected, isola-

Schools, from the operation of which we might
look far a generous competition. It would
give to the and Teachers a hold upon
students which they have notat present, by placing
it within their power to bring an influence to bear
them which they co not fuil to respeot
and of which they could standin awe.

1I—Comuon Scroous.

It is unnecessary here and now to indulgein

ﬁ,ﬂ x vided for by Legislative enact-
" ments, are likely to be peace-meal and to
“Kkeep the popular mind for along time un-|

ted by the discussion of

cand w

any i;u;eral rem

ledge-lamps of the’poor man. It will
not be disﬂl;sdthauhe are indispensable toevery
well reg aad thriving Siate. We observe

on these hopes, and friendslin E

— ————

Ist. On a plan to establish a Normal or Teac
er’s School. - | Vi .

2nd. On the best method of bringing the sym-
pathies, iops and advice of

r upon their less. experienced brethren, the
Teachers of the Common Schools.

3rd. On a plan to obtain for all the Common
Schools the same sort of School Books. The
advantage of having a uniform series for all the
Schools, i too obvious to need discussion. We
peg leave to su for examination, those pre-
pared by Pro
Virginia. -

4th. To inquire into the expediency of memori-
alizing the Legislature on 1he propriety of a
pointing a Superintendent of Common Schools.

5th. On the appointment of a Commissioner to
visit the States having the best Common Schools,
and to learn by actual inspection the best methods
of imparting instruction and fiing up School

Houses &c. [This labor might be performed by

the Superintendent. |

- HI—THE ApoPTIOX OF A SYSTEM TO FIND OUT

AND AID THE NEGLECTED CHILDREN OF

POVERTY AND GENIUS. ., _

There are dia monds in the rough, and many
of the most serviceable men of every Siate have
sprung from them : is neot then that gtate unfaith-
ful to its duty and interest which makes liberal
afprupmlms for Geological Surveys and the ex-
ploration of Mines, and yet does nothing to bring
to light those Mines of .zlind which lie concealed
under rags and the diffidence of poverty 2

Should any thing be done 6 find outsuch youths,
we are at loss to say whether the doty of doing
so shou!d be requested of the County Courts, or
the County Teachers furmed into an Education
Society ; and still more in doubt whether such
youths when found should be rec -mmended for
aic to the Legislature—10 the University—or 1o
those Denominations to which they belong, or
which they favor.

I11[—SovrHErxN PusLicAaTioN @AssociaTioN
FOR THE PUBLICATION oF CrLassicAL,
SciexNTiFic Ap ComMmox SchooL
yDooxs,

We regard this as a most important step in

the efforts making 1o secure the independence of |

the South. We have no means of determininz
the amount now anaually spent by North Caro-
lina alone in the purchase of School Books ; pro-
bably it is not less than one hundred thousand
doltars. The keeping of this sum in the State, or
at least in the South, would be but a wery small
part of the benefir, which would result Ia"um the
proposed enterprise ; for its success would soon
raise up a of Domestic Authors Editors

School Books and other Literary Men. Now
"Southern Man has little encou

ment to write

‘a Book ; il he does, he must sell to Northern Pub- |-

lishing Houses, and enter into competition with
Norihern Authors whose faciliues for bookmaking
are much greater than his own.

V—THE arroixTMENT OF A PuBLic Lxc-

TURER OoN Epucartion.

‘We should expect great good from a measure of
this kind. It would be dithicult 10 namne any sub
Ject upen which a Public Speaker could address a
promiscuous assemblage with less risk of having
the good impression of his arguments and elo-
quence impaired by iocal, political and religious
prejudices, than upon the subject of Educa-
tion ; for his Mission would be oneof philanthro-
py and geod to all, particularly the poor, and
would commended 1o their hearis by the
dearest earthly interesisof thedearest objects—and
objects no less the hop s of the Siate than of their!
Parents. |

We would beg leave 10 suggest two methods
by which the proposed Lecturer might de paid,

either by an appropriation by the islature, or
out of Funds raiseg by subucripllo:sfgmade to an |

Educational Association. The Lecturer might
also be authorized 1o charge a sam for admission |
to his Lectures.

In fact, we have thought, that, if the right sort
of young man, moved by an honorable ambition
and a desire for usefuluess, would veluntarnl
take for his only business, for several years, 10’

Topics econnected directly or

. - b s o : : - bnmll -
rofessiona; Teachers in the Classical School, 10

« McGuffey of the University of 4

of
a

we th
5 &t of e Sedte”
travel through the length and breadih of 1he Siate, !
and address his fellow citizens ou the warius
. . : . with Ed-!
ucation, he might entitle hiniself o their lasting |

L i i .‘ﬁm%ﬂp—,ﬁ-_-,—u# T ——— ] :

'mpemus.'hnppy. and permanent, -preciagly! .

DAl

 The minority wopirt of k. Poster, the flentod
Representative from Davidson, appears in our jsgy,
this morning, and merits the attention of every
sincere friend of Constitutional Reform,

The bill accompanying this Report differs in 1y
cﬂlerouaatnl feature from that of My, Rayner,
published in this paperof yesterday, than that no
limit or restriction is to be placed upon the powers of
the Convention proposed to be ealled, if the sove.
reign people of North Carolina eleet to have one.

Strawsdo not.show the veerings of the wind, if
recent oceurrences in the Legislature do not ing;.
_m@ea-m‘mﬁrm of & portion of the

P % O they wore 80 instry.

mental in exeiting ng. A deep party plot has doubt-
less heen laid, in eaneus, to stifle the popular voice,
in orderto maintain the unity of the party. The
Loeo Foco party in the West are willing to content
themselves with.Fres Suffrage alone, and forego
all other Reformsin which they are vitally interest.
od, that harmony may thereby be preserved in
their party organization; while the Eastern De.
mocrats are ready o saerifice the interests of their
section, solely because a different course would be
a direct repudiation of: Darid 8. Reid! We bold-
ly charge this as the game which is to be attempted
to be played, and shall not fail to expose such
miserable insineerity and double-dealing to the in-
dignation of the public, of whatever section!

“All political power is vested in, and derived
from, the rEoPLE,” and it is only by consulting zheir
will, on all subjects, that the true purposes and de-
signs of our Government can be subserved! )
But more anen.

¥~ The “Standard™ is doing all in its power to
whip into the party traces, those refractory Demo-
crats who, it apprehends, do not intend to obey the
mandates of King Caucus, in voting for State Treas.-
rer. Whether these su cut be thus: swerved
‘ﬁ-or.nthepathl of an honest independence, or not, ia
' yet to be seen ! o ‘
“ Do unto others, as you would that they should do
unto you,” is & maxim which Holy Writ has given us
to regulate our actions ; and the good sense of man-
kind universally approves it. This has been some-
what varied in buman pliraseology * thus—* First, be
just to your fellows, and then ask favors,” though
we doubt whether the latter mode of expression con-
veys the gieat principle with half the force of the
former. Our object i not to discuss the fitness or un-
fitness of the terms of either ; the principle is clesr,
and we wish to test the correctness of the past deal-
ings of some of the Democratic  members of the Leg-
islature, and of the course ' which the party “orga.?

| prescribes for them in relation to their vates for State

Officers, &e., by it. - Many of the Democratic party in
the Legislature have been ‘elected from Whig coun-
ties—full_enough to tum the scale were they to cast
their votes on thé¢ Whig side of the guestion. Now
we wish to-ask, n all svbemess, how can these mem-
bers answer to their constituents for their voies on

 the election of Speaker, Cl,el;_ki, &t Wo can imag-

ine their dilemma when again asking for the suffrages
of the people.  “ Follow Citizens,” they may say, “we
have endeavored to discharge our duty faithfully, and
hope that our legislation’ may promote the inter-

 Tind #hifthay &b, Sk Shgh:
they; to expect as a response 1" True, but may we
Dot deal with yon, as you have dealt with others1—
Had not these Officers discharged their duties. faith-

gratitude, and acquire for himselfan acquamiance | Wy ! For a difference of opinion on natinal politics,

and popularity in the State which would send
him trium
profession, or the pursuit of Political honors.

Of course a volunteer in so noble a cause could
chglﬁcwhat he deemed proper for adwission 10
his tures ; and il he hmﬁhe power to inake
them interesting, doubtless they would be well'
attended. ‘3 T

Respectfully Submitted,

-_ WM. H. OWEN, Sr.

Waxke Forest Convrge,

December 3¢d, 1850,

Burning qf—l;le I'nsane Hospital at Augusia,
Me. Melancholy loss of Life.

Bostox, Dec, 4th.
The insane Hospital at Augusta, Me. was destroy-
ed by fire this iing, and 1t is sup that 20 of
the unfortunate lunaties have perished in the flunes. |
The fire, it is thought, from a defect in the chim-
ney. Some of the lunatics gave the alarm as soon as

the fire was discovered, but the keeper,

tharm‘e?gm nothing but thewr usual mﬁi
ravings, paid no attention to them, when ‘soon after
the i wudinc:l.wru'etlhbeonﬁﬂa,m:l_‘vuvm.uI
shortly consumed.

_ Suuesz Twins.—The Courier has the l'oilo;t-
ﬁ _esxtm:t of a letter from the Siamese Twins,

mh:nuxrr- Agl:r, N.C., Nov.22.

pPapers that we are dead—died
j land; but we don’t believe a word of
it. Te that our last boy isn’t namved for

« We see by

p ! James Madison,
that thuse Countyies which are most powerful, Decatur,”

him, we call him Patrick Henry, Three others,

| S0 mote it be!

_ | you furped theps ont ;* aud if this plex was.a gobd ono
phantly forward. in the praetice of a'

against them, why may it not be utged against you.”
What answer can you make to this, gentlemen !  De-
pend upon it, you ean give nons, which will avail you
in the hour of trial. The Whigs will repudiate you—
your own party will condenig you—and; by a person

al application of your own principle, you will doubt-
less hmve leave to stiy at homse &t the next election,

0~ L the Senate of the “South Carvling* Legisla-
ture, resolutions have lnmsuhmﬂed n fuvor of se-
cession, which were referred tathe, j?umtm!tee ee on Fel-
eral relations, S ."__; . ¢

In the House, Mr. Pcwym a pn-hble anl
propasition of the Nashrifle Convention for ‘& South)
ern Congress, and the eomittee en. the Judiciary. b:
iastructed to repart a-bill for the eloction: of . Repre-
scntatives to said Congress; that in case any South-
ern. State refuse or neglect ‘to Appoint delegates, it
shall be the duty of the Governor to send. delégates
to such State to urge the people and the Legislature
thereof to unite with other States 1 & Congress of tle
whole South. The resolutions were mgﬁ tae be
prkted : ?14#@

Mr. Wilkins submitted a resolution requesting the
Govemor to ascertain from the Federal Gevernment

Chﬁstopher ren, and Stephen

and whether they iutend they shallremain, which was
a lopted, : e coi




