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SPELGH OF MR WOODFN ¥
Deht}ered in the Senate, on Secession, §¢.

‘[coxmsUED. |
M. Chairman, fhln right of secession has been claimed

by & portion'of the New Englaud Siates as early as:'1814

and a decided movement tending to it ‘was taken in the

b Legislature of Missachusetts; und followed by—(‘on;rwn

of pivl, —
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ticut and other New England’ States, which resulted in
ealling the famous Hartford convention.  It'is known
that there wag a party opposed to the late’'war with Great

Britain ) The redolutiony passed by the Legislatures of

Masa@-chuaeﬂa. Copnecticut-and Bhode Isiznd saund the

{“correspondence between the Governorsof those Statesand

between them and.James Mancoe, Secretary of State, show

'tastrong opposition-to the war and to the manner of coa-

ducting i1; a determination to thwart the Generat Govern-
ment as lar‘aq possible; add asa means to this  end to re-

fuse 'to aid with the Militia of their respective States. O-
ver these they sremed to claim the exclusive control. They. -

propased to hold a conventiowatdlartiord and inthe mean
ti ne to'aid each uther by marching their respective forces
&e. 'For fall ruathority for this ‘assertion Tréfer to Niles

‘Weekly Raglst(.r of 12th of Nov. 181 L Vul, Tth, Page 119,
Aihe cor
“Rhode lslmd and Governor Strong, of Massachusetts, in .

ndence therein between Governor Jones of

which'they eaeh promise aid to the other and nmghhbr-
ing States. but no aid is promlsed the Union,., _
From the, proceedings in the Legislature of Maseachu-

setts; it will be seen that the resolutions condemning the

“war and calling for 'a'sectional convention and from the

, protest fsmerpel on, the journils of” the Senate and from
'tHat tendered inthe house of Representatives (but refus: d
“a place on the journals) that the Republicans in that as-

sembly opposcd the ‘Whole procéeding, and not one of
them voted lor the delegates to the convention. ‘Alow
me to read only the clusing part ofthe protest of the mi-

nority of‘the Senate.

¢ From the Resolution and Preamble, an:] circumsiances attending :he
debate; the updersigned huve strong reasons to apprehend that proposi-
tions ftll' a spparate peace, may grow out of a prUpOSPd meeun‘g Of
delegartes from the New England Siates; should' sueh’ itions
the British Guvernment be made 1o the Conventien, and should the
terms, us they probably would, be very flattering 10 this section of the
Union, :he tempiation of momeniary gain might induce a compact with
the enemy, introduce an army of fureign mercenanes, produce a civil

. 'war, which would endiin a subjugation of bouth sections 1o the power

of Great Britain, - Ambitun has desiroyed every other Republic on earth,

The United States stangs alone, like; a solitary rock in theé midst of the
oe rronided and assailed, by storms and tempests ; in vain may we

low Jml excepl {fom uniow, energy and beaven, apprehending and
belie that from neither of these sources can we expeetl M, so long
as we mdulge in the adoption ul such Resolutions. We have prepared
and sigoed 1he foregoing protest, and we pray that it may be entered on
the Journals of the Senate.

I"will ‘also delny the Committee while I read a portion

of the protest offered in the House of Representatives.
Against 1he Resolution propesing a Convention of delegates from;

the New Eungland States, and the Resolutions connected therewith, the |
‘ undwlwned leel bound by every diciate ol duty, and every suggesiion of

patriotism, ~most c-arnva»ll\ to remonstrate, T'o these Resolutions, ihey
have eoppused the dtmost ol -their own’ reason, the language of the
Constituvion, ‘and thre solemn and warnimg admonitions of Washing:un.
However disguised or designed, the obvious tendency of propositions
for a partial conference by delvnates from some Siates, without partie
ipdation’ or consulmation with other States, is o prepare the way fora
separation _ and division ol the Unioli—the suggestion: of a peculmy
interest ia ‘the Siates ol New Englard, upon the subjects ol public
grievances, 13 predicated upon the n!ea. thm this Nation has nota com-
uiudny of olijeets, and ' is not connected by a similarity of obligation.—
The Constiution of the United S aies, bas pivhibited, in express terms,
one State from entering Wtoany agreewent or.camnpact with another,

without the consent ol Congress; il, as the result of the cunference ol
delegawgsion the part of New I:.mrl.md a compact for any purpose is
intended, the propositivon for such Lunlerence, IS @% gross un inlringement
of thie Constiution as would be the cotnpaet when made, it cannol be
admissible 10 pursue means 10 an end, which it is wrong and illegal 1o
al ain, our is th «e just pretence ol necessiy for th s measvrs The fia ners
of the Constitution wisely provided for its amendmnent; should abuses
exis!, growing out of supposed deiects w1 the mstrament, the mode of
reform 1s defindiely prescribed, and if in this way they are not 1o be cot-
rected, neither can they inauy other, short of a change in the form of
Guvernment. It is not 10 be supposed that the States of the Union will
yield 10 ihe'diciates of a Convention, what they would refuse 1o the
Coustitutivnal application of the Legislature. The undersigned, therefure,
cannol disguisé their apprehension, thal more must be duemgned than is
distincily avowed, T'lie reasoning of ‘the report is supporled by the
alarming assumption, that the Constitution has failed iu its object, and
the peuple of Massachusetts are absolved from their allegiange, and at
hberty 10 adupt another; in debate, it has been reiterated, that the Consti-
tutivn 1s no longer 1o be respected, and that Revolution is not 19 be dep-
recated ; the bond of our political Union is thusanempred 16'be severed,
and ia @ state of war sad of common danger, we are advised to the
mad experiment ol abatidouning that protecuon, which the combined
energies of the nation muight alford for the selfish enjoyment of our pre-
scut, though parual résources. “The Resoluyons of the L!'glalall.ll'e, i
to befeared, will be viewea by oiher States, as producuve ol this conse-
quencé, that Massachuxets shalt govern the adinmistration or the Gov-
erument ‘Shatl not be adtimnistered 1 Massachusens. Jealousy and con-
tention will ensue, the Lonsiiution liithierto respected .as ihe charter of
national hiberty, aud consecraied as the ark of vur polnieal safery, will
be violated and destroyed, and in ¢ivil dissensious and convaliivas our
independence will be annihilated, and our counlrz reduced to the condi-
tion of vauquished aud mbu;al'y culunies o a hhughty and m)pilub-.
foreign Joe. - ‘

From these prnet-mlmgs. it is manifest that a separa-
tion from the Unjion was contemplated ; and trom the

proceedings of thie Convent on and the nuinerous demands -

‘they ‘made Tor anwuqunrs {o the Constitunion aud for tha Union, and loo

mmwdmle pe.xct-ﬁruml ou ihe lailure of these, for amotber
‘Convention v Asseinble: uhumw\n in Jupe 1815, that fﬁey
iitended Yo coerce the 'Gov

into their'own terms, & -
‘Me..Chairnan, what execrations were not he a
thesedlisorgnuizers throughvartlie entire country -

not' the people of the dnrire Sbath'and a large:postion ‘f h d‘lmwoto shall soon’ leck soom

the ‘North condemo this movemeat 1

!nt in-time-of d:mmmr‘ P throughout the '\vodd“
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_that the Government of the Ugutéd

_and by sec: ding
.as of those in favor of it, 18 no law and sfnuklm
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Though all admmed that tha'eu'rrymg
were called, suffered more from the war than
it was necessarily so and they shodld have sabr
for the benefit of the wholc. Indeed, no p '
expected to act precisely in‘the same 'niantfer on the in.
terests of every. section of this extended count

Union ean only be sustained by l.hut \m m ;
sion and compromise that b ht it mto dkxste ce,

.Suppose, sir. that thq New’ England

~ Mamohusnus alone. ha{l seceded in the ’,
England and had: made a:separate :pmo aud for
slliance with Great Britain; can-any one es
extent of the injury that must have resulted to thﬁ'ﬁm
ted States: - Yet we aré asked to lay dowa.a dostrine

-“ e

“thit would justify the stdp'if the State hnd determined

that it was a fit occasion for ils exrre!se.
Mr. Chairman, to admit this. doctrine - ig-in:

tes is

iam!;\,,

-

willing. ‘Thatany State not ‘to allow a law

eral Government to be execate y 5o dechw
the law is nulhﬁed A law that aoii'lﬂ
with authority and command obediehee: ofi the unwilli

It is an abuse of terms. 9 duinie z!

Suppose, sir, that thousands of the shmof{hﬁotltﬁem citi-
zens escape into Ohio, Pennsylvania, or-New. lfori',!lum:
masters in pusait of ‘them call upon - the aurhorities'unde
provisions of the late Act of Congress, for the'rechimi 5
property. Cannot either of these States secede and ssy. t8.3
J udges, Commissioners and Marshal, or to the Preﬁdent‘,thit-'c
“have seceded, and your su faw is no longer a law in-this
State ? Then where s the remedy of the owner ofthis g
Sir, have not the abolition socievies ‘openly ddvorated s
and disunion, rather than allow slavery to exist? w58 &d il

True, they have not been encouraged in this madness by sany
of the States; but they wguld no doubt rejoice to sep it
place, and are, doubtless, ~watching, w:tb mych
movements of Southern States. Yes. and pray h{ t
may all declare the right of secession, and establuh t m
that their movements may not share the fate of the w
Convention in its effort to divide the Union by th& means now
advocated n this latitude. :

Mr. Chairman, I am one of thoqc who believe |hat t!le
of the South are acknowledaed and guaranteéd  under the'
stitution. [ believe that our interest and our duly al;kp,.zreqmn
of us a cerdial support of the Co .stitution* as it | ‘h ‘antil we fiad
that it is- insufficient to protect our rights. “This'¥ we
shall never find. 'We will probahly find in the eucuuu- of
the fugitive slave law, whether there is strength
in the E‘rovemment and mtecrntv in its officers, to..execulesits
own laws and pro ect our Constitutional rights. ' I hope aml be-
lieve thut we shall find it sufficient, and haye litile doubt of the
fidelity of the present Chief Magistrate of the nation, o' *‘see that
the laws are faithfully exeoute? I hope that Southérn: States
will not afford a pretext for resistance to the law to these who

only desire to break down the Constitutional ;protection fo. our
property, that they may, with impunily, seduce away, harbor, or
steal it. * I go further, Mr. Chairman; 1 think the' South ;hpnld
abide by the compromise measures of last Con ,. B3 One
whole, and [ deprecate the effort that is here made to dimhdfy
our friends at the South with those measures while no'remedy is
pointed out for the evils complained of. 1 think that we blive
less cause for alarm or to despair of the Unicn on' the terme of
the Constitution tha: when 'we discusted this delicate subject,
in this place, two years ago. Then we were threatened wituthe
Wilmot Proviso, and had little hope of so favorable a law for the
pro ection of slaves as that passed at last Congress. .. Bat-happily
for the Country there was found patriotism enough amontntlhehw
abiding and Union loving portion of our Northern bre:hren..}o
up the one ‘and pass the other. Though this was the least we
had‘a right to demand, it was pot then believed that it. would;be
yielded. I confess that this eoncession gase me renewed and
additional confidence in the Government, and new hope'of main-
taining the Umon. We have yet to see whetver it wﬂl b’bf
in good faith. That must be the turning point. L will. or
the best; ‘and while there is a hope of sustaining the Gomnt
and Union as it'is, and of obtaining the protectién due us under
it, I will be found advocating it. But we are. told that it will
not be executed in good faith. - Of this there beetns \o/be some
well founded fears, but while I see o maoy meetings of the peo-
ple, and various sections of the Northern States favorgble ta law
and order, led and encouraged by such-names as Webster, Cass,
Buchanman, Choate, Curtis, Dlrlhu. and other eplightened aad in-
fluential statesmen, appealing 1o them and to every portion of ihe
Country. to sustain the laws and put down the iawless mob, I
will not despair of the Republic. That there mndx be temporary
excitement, and occasional-ou by a mob, led go by bad men
and the law be thus obstrueted. in ils execution fora while, may
be expected, but it is to be hoped that on, Rﬂ@ﬂhon and after the
lovers of order have tine ty c;plua to the people the' impomce
of the law and of obedience 1o it, these outrages
olfenders may be properly punlihed But, sir, if ﬂﬂfY‘
suall be d ceived and the law ghall be set at deﬁ'{-lq:,
proper epplication made the President =hall not. be a
tue laws executed, or shall be unwilling tp, do se,
meéut shall f;llt' then, indeed, may it be ﬂd &&”&c
meut has failed to answer the purposes of
til tifis snall t.ke place (and L tiupe and Behe e it n%\‘er‘wx)
we should abide by the law and: insist
aftet pursui rim-. course we adopr by this §'\
to law and vrder, and tquq-}
“dress of wrongs, f weg .10 ak

lndr;f nn

have
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M, Ch ‘mwu.ld r tonal’y with the
tank in his views n relavion-to-our “

*. gleonty pictare shet bﬁndnwn is the




