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had
an “Citizen been allowed'ta vote forany
oﬁic&ﬂ for: represeatatives: from the
mwwlhu&l ‘éan ﬂnd'on she'sub-
ject. RO HAL1:
Iv Wnﬁt'llmn&toube‘exmmul that
these pure’ ‘and” patriotic Delegates
“‘"\@"bﬂld d&’PmI- aronce from all precedent
ovériment “under which ‘they
JIW nud al once strike down all
tﬁsthﬂum in-regard to property - Bat
ed‘;lgrhﬁt to'every citizen who had
resnd {or one year in a county, and
+iandpaid a tax.the privilege of voting
"?Tbr’ni jers of'the House of Commons.
r J’,Y,&membgrs of the Continéntal Con-
mgress were required to be appointed
__by the General Assembly.
u,nupn was but an experi
;\ﬁ s he‘ar! perlect ‘as could
ha.?g bqé exﬁeb’te ‘at “the time and
aunder the gircumstances ‘And especi-
_“ally when it is considered that its {ra-
mers had ot been; agcustomed to Low
pular government..

But, Mt Speaker. the circamstances
ob3he eotmwy were soon changed: The
Western portion of the Stxte was rapid-
ly settled 3/ the large counties became,
wpnhmg awere . inconvenient te the
:tu zens, who had to'travel fifty, amd in

mﬂances one hundred. miles to
eourt. ﬁ#m

lied for the establish-
_sent mres ‘Bat this was
‘“g‘efxer?a‘in ‘refused them, lest they might

“gam the: politieal. weight that their
bers. would haye entitled them to.

i of he,qmali qauntleshadlhe same weight
in the Legislature with the large Coun-

»gise 6 Orange, Rowan, Lincoln, Burke.
——Bancombe. and othershdving five'times

thei latiors, These grievances were
d'of ‘from'year to yéar, fruit-
tH14n3 and/applicylions made lor

my,empp toamend the Consjitution
ar people saw nearly alltheold States
amending and ifiproving their Consti
.. tutions, as ‘experience pointed out the
. pecessity and propriety of doing so —
Tb many new, States eoming into the
“Ueiowtaking advantage of the expo
'hgﬁb'h d‘ﬁd%r’th‘a Stare Governments,
and Keeping pace with the progress of
Vipopular rights, had avoided the hard
nhrﬁt“ifntler' which our people labored,
andmvarmbl) allowed every frge white.
citizen to vote for members of both
branches of the Tiegisiarare and other
State officers, andapportioned the Rep-
resemdli ves in’ éaclvifouse-according
to the free white inhahitants,or-accord
“3ng ¥o'the Aumberiof voters thereof.—
"~All this was witnessed By our people;
andi wasseenitawork s welly and <heir
Leilizens. were,. orderly, - contented #aind
fous;. and the laws as wise and
%\F’ﬁdlﬁ?ﬂlmmﬂ a9'in our State.
q’lﬁhges. Alie_nesessity o
avhieh:was.so clearly. shown, were re
W? peopleb the small-minori
e power undetr the’ Con
——stitution.  But I shall be told. that in|2
the Lea[ 834 a, promise had been
et @s-éxamife that for a tew
e - , 8nd’ se¢é’ %ﬁt’sort oi
promise it wa¥, and‘ how it ob
tained. The¢ State house had been
b“.lﬁ‘.‘l“'!v&nd propesitions were |
‘“"'m rremeval of the
m:e\ to “Payetreville
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a | requiri ng' the. Delegates o
1o takesan cath, that-they.

transcend -the! limity et them by

take. their. seats. - These . p;opoamoiis
avere carried out by bills for that.par
pose,’ and the people got a partial re-
dress of grievances. They were plain-
ly.told that they must take that er no-
‘hlﬂg‘d il ;

Mr. Speaker, under this. ;alclml up and,
temended costitution, how stands the eguali-
1y of ourpeople ! “Noone is allowed to vote
for a"Senator unleqi hée Has afreehold o!*ﬁl'ty
acres of land ; and another, provision, grow-
izg out of Lhis, that the number of Sepators!
shiall be based on the. taxes paid juto the
Treasury, without any regard to the popula-

tion. "T'ike, sir, an example. The District
that I have the honor to represent had, by
the census of 1840, 19,104 white luhqblmus,
while the District that you represent, bad
4,400, or less thau one-fousth of the number;
while wry District paid into the Treasury, ac-
cofding to the Report of the Cumptroller for
1849, 8249 wore taxes, The dillerence
the white population is now doubtless muchy
greater, at least five toone. If you take the
District represented by the Senator dromn
Burke, the difference is still greater.  The
white population in that Disirict being then
23,295, and now probably 30,000 ; yel these
large Districts bave no.more weight.in this
house than your’s. We'regard ihis as une.

ciple of popular government. Yes, these
two provisious are a dowaright contradiction
to the declaration of Rights which is made
partof the constitution.  Itisin these-words:
“That all political power is vested in and
::(ﬂved fromn the people ouly. Yes, vested
nd derived fromn the people. Not from
the Crown, as was formerly held, nor vested/
in and derived from property only, as by this
clause of this compromise constitulion ; nor
in tins Legislature, who lalk of measuring
oul rights to them asdependents. Mr. Spea.
ker, this wrong should be redressed, or that
part of the Declaration ef Rights ahould be
stricken out or altered to couform e the
other provisions of the constitutioa.
Is it 1o be'said that there is no ude for the
citizen but to pay taxes? Have they not
been found necessary in olher. respects?—
Who have heretofore stood forth in defence
of the.country 7 And in case of warynt home
or abroad, i1 future, who are to be looked to
for the defuncuol' the country'and hér rights?
The people—the white people; not called out
aecording to taxation, or federal population;
but aceording to the number of able~bodied

1

be more prompt to meetihe call of the coun.
try than the Westcrn portion of it. Yes,
sir, the cilizen is not only te be valued as he

the body politic, and in him i3 vested the
political power. Sir, those that are found
ready and willing 1o, expose themselves 1o}
the privations of the camp, anu perils of the |
battie field, for their country, may be trusted
to vote for these who make 'her laws.

If the Goverment is only 1o be regarded

county’s influnce by the tax that she pays,
then (or the same reason, each citizen should
be allowed to vote lo represent his stock,

and have votes aecording to the amount he
pays, a8 in a joint stock company. There are
about 350 freehold voters in yoor District.

There are probably 1700 in mine." Then
tbe poorest freehoder in your county,¥pay-|g
ing less than one dollar ino the Tréajury,
has.meore weight in this Hall thanTour of the
most wealthy of my conslituents worth one
hundred thousand dollass each and payin
taxes accoxdingly. “‘Why is this? Not be-
cause he pays more taxes—thut is against
hitm one hundred fold. - Why is-it shen al.

lowed? © Does he vete becduse others in his

county pay taxes! Suppose it be granted

thatthe taxable property should beregarded in |
1he formation of the Dislncll, does it follow

that populasion shall be entirely wverlookep

and disregarded?

It is ‘said that an ' offer will be made at this ses-
sion to allow all 10 vote for Se: ators, and Free
Suffrage shall be gmcmusly granted. This we
demre, but we desire not only Free, but Equal
Suffrage. Grant that the former “is right, and 1

ask, does the other pot follow foflheas!ne reason?
The people cannot be sporied with in that way.
‘Epey want the subsiance, not the shadow. The
desire 1o vole, and thal their votes becounted as
m |freemen’s votes, and ‘oo . tergis, of eqdality. Free

suffrage was aken P two veags ago; but now’

| masters. before Lhey Wei-a alfﬂmd to{gn

incapable

gual and uujust, and at war wilh every prin-}

wliite wen.  Andwo portion of the State can| -
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speciic purposes, and" ¢uni” i¥e  hothing todo| M Ms .
with the it tertmﬁguf-ﬁﬁﬁ oftlie' Stares.” 18 ﬂm. o , L5t
 principle incorporated intlie ¢ iong of
' other Southern’ States 7 There have lrnaghteen dnoa‘s _
new States adutitted inte‘the Upilen ‘sinee 1790, .u,mu”‘w
of which nme are Slave States ‘and’ nine’ Free’ ot 1
States—and this principle has been ineorporated 2T ™ H'ﬂ 77 ”
into but oneof thed, " ‘Florida adoptet ll-d-wlllle aem,‘wcqe
the' seventeen adopred ‘the 'wivite | basis i’ each l Alier the
branch of the Legislature, except Louisiana, cnd
she counts'tiie entire'popélativn. '

“Tseems thew, sir; that: vivis dannemsm been|
seen in any of these Siates, and no mschief'has
growh out of i’ While all of “these States secure
to their citizens the utmost freedom ol 'suflfrage,
and equality of tation, and in nearly the!' "
whole of-them do not even requrie th

e
tative 10 be a freeliolder; andin’ a'llrglmgim of,
them allow the peopleto eleetihe Judgesand other
public officers—the governments: mgea: well ld-l( who Tave M‘Wﬁiﬂk’d his perfotman.

mt:;l'sle:e:l] and laws as wholesome, ands hft',}ees, to m,,l sec, It is seldom that ‘they will bave
liberty and property as sevure, as W vor | tate; ' aiy opportunit &wuneﬁd@mmu Femarks
and the people more contented and prusperous, 1M0Mw';,mﬁgfuh J ¥
Thie expetiment has proved that the people arel e
capable of ‘self-.government - I N..Carolina we sword'swillowing isno bemibug. - The Rhigy
have wever denied in theory the ‘truth of the first | actually forces an enormous blade, 24 inches in length
declaration in our bill of’ riglits,’ nor-have we ac- | and at’ laastan ihch and &' half ‘wldth.duu hit
krnnwledge;la itmn pracuc;‘ ID @ single mstance.— | {hreat 'thint * with an eua 'and confidence that
‘The popular voice in-North Carolma is never| jiiive’ isagreen apprebeisions
heard, exceptin the election of Governor, -+ - tie }'m itut;':ny . ond
“Mr. Speaker, we> canhot niways tény to:the | 10 the result'oltho gxpericati * (For a manthiat s
ple these reforms that ave made all around us | With such relish on * daggers,” our RhigasTis apps-
i other States, Sir, I assure Senators that they rently a most amiable and’ peaceful ' indavidual—rel.
ishing as much as the audence, the ‘excellent comic
vocalism of his confrere, Jenry Mrunivomy.
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maod until a Convenuion is called. If then lhe

majority shall decide 0 ‘make any onall the a-
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1‘31*...‘:u far 'ggf-nauim igiven o Exhibitions
intu- Uiy, 3 to give a third and 14 one,
l]pncven "at 'the Town m We advise those
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mendments spoken. of, or shall determine 10 wake
none, ahall be cofient, and the. pnbhc mind wi |
probabl uiet for many enra t0.come. . Gen-
tlemen neetl‘j riot be alariiéd : they ' weed hior dis={
trust the péople. . There is 160 much good senset
and painiotismin North Cavolina to justify any. fear
that they will deal hgmlym u.suymlh !hoCon
slitution..
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1+ EVENING ' SESSION.: -
it wodand A dgislf e vledk P M.

The Senate resomed 'the considera-

tion of the mﬁmshéé business of the.
last sitting, viz : The bill to amend the
- | Constitution of North " Catolina. The
question on the passage of the bill, its
1 3rd reading, resulied as follows:
- Aves=-Arendell, Bagnard, Barrow,
Berry, Bower, Bonting, G. W. Cald
‘well. Caméroh, Cannady, Clark, Col
-{ lins, Drake, E.hom. Hﬂtgmn, Herring,
Hester, HokegJones, MceMillan, Malloy,
Nh(m, Pe“de,i R'i.?hém Shp.;;;d’ Sher-
rod, Speight, 1omas, ompson,
ﬁsﬁm‘;lfj "Wiitson, W!ﬂiamson.
Waeten, nnd, Watt—33. - /|

Nogs—Barringer, Boud, B aum,
R. CaldwéN, Da&‘idsdh.“ﬁl Grist.
Haughton, Joyner, Keﬂ} ‘Lané, Lil
lington, Riebardson, bo:ssoms, Wdley.
and Woodfin—16.

Thebill Nl:lltwe to'the pa rebnser;d
Cheroke I@u s, security of debts doe
the btahf. &e, was reug éfd' time, and
earr,led——ayes 33, noes. 14,

The bill w rate the: Bank of
Onslow, was' rmd “Srd mna amd reject'
ed.” "Ayes 15" Noes'28."

The bill to incarporate the Newbers
and Central R.R. Co.;, was taken 0p
read Srditime, amended, and passed.

“T'he bill ta incorporate the Cape Fex
undDeep. River ﬁylgqtiqn Companj
was mad Sni lm p;auL
H—-l-l

Hom oF Counoxs.
xm&nu

Mr Winstoh tnived that thq substr
tute offered by Mr. Rag , to the bil
i T Sniions 6 Her,
printed. on w 0
called for. the: Ayes and Nm The
- way | notion to . pnmhiu.&ya Th
Nm 16, q Wt
Ameﬁuage wis l‘eea'lred from the
Senae annpuneing, to the House 1b8
ithe Sesate, had passed the en
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FREE SUFFRAGE. i
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The Free Suffrage Bill passed its third ﬁéfml
reading in the Seuate, oh Thursday mght, (see vote
i Legislative eolumn,) and-the Senate Angdmts
tothe Bill were, on yesterday, comeurred in by the
House of Commions—so that this question is now dise

posed of, so far as the present Legiahtureuconeem-'
ed.

beibrethoutem tuken, is spoken of in every un,
prejudiced quarter, in térms of the ‘wrrmest admira®
‘tion. It is well known that Col. Joyner is strongly
inr favor of & rigid adhéréiied o fhe old ‘onstitution,
Mr. Shepard had led the public mind to , suppose that
such, also, was his posifion. No wonder, therefore,
when Mr. 8. shifted ﬁu]‘msiﬂon and voted for Free

Suffrage, on the ground that'a rejéction bf the Bill
would be the means of a Conventien, that Col. Joyner

should have commented with sbme soverity upon the
sudden turn which Mr. 8/s opinions hed taken, nnd

lead of Mr. 8. in this particular.

Free Suffigige hag'now gegeivid all the vahdlty tlmt
the present Legislatare can give it. '1‘9 the doctrine
within itself, we have no objection. But We. hive
raised our voice, and intend still to raise our voice,
against the manner in Which, under the circumstances,
it has been effectod—to the principle of Legislative
amendment ‘of the Omstit:um, unless w the
wﬂlmheenwmtakublynseﬂ‘tnmed be-
fouhnnd. We have raised our banner and inscribed
upon it— The will of the People”—and under that
banner wé hhndtohtm}ﬁglﬂhgtothlﬂ,_
The People may desire: a Convention, or
not—we have ne epportunitics of forming an
in the matter. Bat of one thing, we are certains—

privilege, their undispated right'—to be chosulted in
the premiscs; apdsit is na.less.the dutyof tie Rep-|
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are made equal with each other; germ y “hor

equ wmlt:ll e xoters,  The ipequalny s
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Mr. Avery,it was made the order of 1
day for to morrow, at 11 o'elock.

which we ‘#half be




