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from 1ts difaftrous iufluence.
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{t1il

pire of opinion which
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explain 1it.

On War dzld Peace,

L

FOR feveral years the {weet
name of peace has refeunded from
g others
wearts .of}
all people, and on the lips of thole
who govern., Itis :the firft want
of the nations themfelves who do
not take an aftive part in the war,
who have been unable to efcape

Never, infa&, has any war 1n
fo fhort a time, overthrown more
defolated more families,

fhaken more profoundly the bafis

of focial ‘order; than the prefent
conteft, equally aftonithing in its
- principle and refults,  Where 1s
the man who fhould ncw be bold
enough to fay that blood cnou%h
had not yet been fhed, and that th
glory and profperity. of his country
1l required {fome thoufands of
human vi¢tims ? But fince a {ingle
voice 13 not raifed for the conti-
nuance of this deplorable war,
where then is that concealed power
which keeps peace at a diilance,
while it is called for by all the
world? What is this boafted em-

€

verns, it
1s faid, the world, 1t the%:cret pal-
fions of {iome individuals counter-
balunce the évident interefis of na-

This phenomenen merits obfer-
vation, butitis not my eobjeét to

If there could exift aman whaofe
deflire of continuing the war might
be pardoned; it doubtlels would

be that man who 1is indebted for
his glory and his fortune to this
war, and whofe experience and ta-
lents would be pledges of new tri-

umphs 1n new contefts.

It is not neceflary for me to
pronounce the name of this man;
it 1s not neceffary for me to fay that
he has not thewn himfelf ambitious
for thiis increafe of military renown,

Al Europe {ees that he afpires to]

another kind of glory, if not more
brilliant, at leaflt more humane and

more permanent.

It 1s his defire

to govern ; which 1s more difficult

than to conquer.

Alflter having for the firft time.

conquered Italy, an outfet more
glorious than the mlltary careers of

the greateflt Captains,

he crofled

the Julian Alps, and found himfelf
on the Drave and Muhr, within a

few marches trom Vienna.

The

wifh for peace was exprefled by
the cnemy. Buonaparte checked
his vittorious career, abandoned
the fafcinating hope of proceeding
to compel the Emperor to peace,
even in the very capital of his
ftates—{ufpended hoftilities—ne-
gociated and concluded the treaty
of Leoben, which produced that

of Campo Formio.

Franee would

have never obtained fuch vait ad.
vantages by atreaty, had not igno-
rance and blind paffion” deftroyed
at Raftadt the work of an enlight-

ened moderation,

"~ It 1sincumbent on me to obferve

" once more, that when the fortu-
nate revolution of the '18th Bru-

, maire had placed Bonaparte at the
'" head of the Government, the firft
aét of his authority was to exprefs

his wifh for peace; and that wifh

was rejetted, with as little reafon

as decency, by the Britifh Miniﬂry_-;j#,in diplomatic tranfafions, ‘what

After the almoll fabulous campaiga
of Marengo, the Conquerorfigned,
upon the field of battle, an armi-
ftice, which probably faved the re-
mainder of the vanquifhed army.
Moreau, atter marchescombined

with equal certainty

and {kill,

moved forward from- fuccefls to
iuccels into the heart of Germany.
‘Whe conld maintain that the ene-
my's army, as much difcouraged
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as weakened by a feries of difafters,
would have ftopped him in this|
pregrefs? But humanity obtained
W bat the ambition of glory would
e rejeled Thc.__@[ﬂ confal

By one of the arrivals, we have received 2}
LondoR ‘paper, containing the tellowing
w ell written obfervations, tranflated from

We make o apolegy |

{ources of order and of {ocial h'ap'-

| ciation, and that of Vienna ex-

(his private refentment with fuch

'which was ignorant and defied

]

fed for the effufion of human blood,
and equal defire to reftore tran-
quility to the people. But after
allthefe vain proteftations, 1 fee’
that rivers of human blood conti-
nue to flow and poifon all the

:‘épinefé; and 1 do not perceive in
any quarter weighty 1mtereits which
‘can counterbalance {uch vaft cala-
mities. Let us then invelligate,
not in words, but in their refults,’
the real intentionsof men. Let us
confider in that point ot view, the
refult of the conduét recently, a-’
dopted by our government to ac-
compiifha general pacification. !

The court of Vienna propofed
as the place of conferences for
peace a central town of France.
Luneville was fixed upon by the
Firft Conful. That court {ent thi-
ther a eelebrated negociator, equal-
ly efteemed for his charalter and
his talents., He was received with
honour asa friend to peacc. The
court of London manifeflted an 1n-
tention of taking part in the nego-

prefled a defire of treating with its
ally. The Firft Conful might have
recalled te his mind perfonalities
as indecentas theywere undeferved,
to which the principal men of
the Britannic government had re-
courfeagainft him; but he was too
much above infults to involve

immenfe interefts. He acceded
without hefitation, to amn overture
which mightaccelerate the peace ot
Europe. #

Citizen Otto, who refided at
London as commiflioner of the go-
vernment for the exchange of pri-
foners, was immediately authorifed
to treat with the Englifh Minifters.
‘That negociation failed : and what
cannct be obferved without con-
cern is, that the Englith miniftry,
far from preferving any defire of
conciliation, appears to have been
ftudious to irritate ftill more the
public mind, by a proceeding un-
necelfarily impolitic, and contrary
to all the ufages of civilized nations
it has juft made public the details
of the negociation.

One governmentonly hadgiven,
until the prefent moment, the ex-
ample of fuch a conduét, and it
was al{o the Englifh government,
afterthenegociation of Lifle. The
tone and forms with which that ne-
Eociat_ion was contiuéled and bro-

en off by an imperious Diretory,

every thing that was fuitable and.
decent, might perhaps, juftify the
conduét of the court of London.
But now, when the Firk Conful
has afforded the example of the re-
fpe& which governments owe to
each other, and’ of the efteem
which is due tp ackowledged laws

motive can have authorifed the
Englith miniflry to publifh amica-
ble communications, deftined by
their nature toremain fecret until
their publicity thould be required
by national intereft?

It 1s an eftablithed maxim in fo-
ciety, that Jetters of confidemce
written to each other by individuals
cannot be publifhed by him who
receives them without the confent
ot him who has written them, un-
lefs the former be in want of them
to defend his rights before the

courts of law, or his honour before
the public tribunal. '

I{tive, the French Govérnment has

|the purpofe of opening the nego-

entering 1nto the merits of the bu-
| finels, by recurring to the minu-

Citizen Otto to communicate to

reaped advantage from every diffi-
L his objeftions in a manner, to gain

nifhed the negociation.
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‘ greater im
preflion on the maf_s"df_gthe fpefta-
tors than the found ‘réaloning ‘of |
the other. 'Ifvhas thought, ‘that}
the confidence which is'di{played.
in the goodnefsotits caufe, would’
infpire its judges 'with agfavoury |
able prapoileflion. 'But thef& firfts
prepofieilions are light and fagi-4
tive: thofe of juftice ‘and of rea-
{on-alone are permanepgt.” /o

In looking _to the publicity’
'gven to the negociation of Citizen-
Otto as'a provocation without mo-’

nothingtoapprehend fromitseffeéls.:
Never weré intcntions ‘more - up-
rightmanifefted by/communications
more candid: A fhort analyfistof
the progrefsof thejnegociation will
prove, I hope, what} advance.

I [hall commence with a general
obfervation. Thaofe who have had
occafion to obferve the condutt of
Minifters and agents of the Englifh
Government in public affairs, have
regnarked that they proceeded in
them with extreme caution ; that
they wrote little: that in every
matter of importanee they exprefled
mn a vague and general manner:
thofe qualities belong to the nature
of the Government; every public
man knows that he can neither
write nor {peak a 'word, of which
he may not be liable, fome day or
other, to give an acc¢ount to his
country. From this there refults a
general {pirit of circumipettion, }
which increafles by habit, which)
often becomes pedautic, auftere, or
timid, beyond what prudence or
intereft requires.

« Thisfortof deportment difplayed
itfelf in a remarkable manner dur-
ing the two ncgociations 6f Lord ||
Malmefbury, and ftill more during
that of Cituzen Otto; becaule in
the latter the ufual circum{pettion
of the Englifh charafter was for-
tified by a {yftematic wifh to gain
time without concluding any thing,

Toany perfon who reads the firft
communications made by Citizen
Otto to the Britith Minifter, for

ciation, it will appear that the
French Commiflioner’did imme-
diately and unequivocally make
known the objett of his miflion,
and the powers with which he was
invefled. Lord Grénville, onthe
contrary, appears at firft to avoid

tiz of forms, and demanding ex-
planationswithout neceffity. 'Why,
for inftance, fhould he Tequire

him the note addrefled to Baron de
‘Turgut by the Englith Ambaffados!
at Vienna, for the purpofe of an-
nouncing the intention of his Bri-
tannic I\fajeﬂy to take a part inthe
negociation at Luneville? Surely
Lord ‘Grenville knew that note
peifeitly well; and the circum-
ftance of 1its having been commu-
nicated to F‘rance.'--*“lt 1s alfo ob-
{fervable throughout the whole
cour{c of the negociation of Citizen

tte, that the Englith Minifter

culty ; that he multiplied explana-
tions, and thathe even managed

delay, and to protraét that preme-
ditated refalal with which he f{i-

But let us lay afide all {orme,
and enter for a moment into the

'*,--tﬁit*é maritime truce between

{} . The French ‘Governnent

{ternative either of'; beginning
| common negociation with' England

Jcﬁ propofed by_ the Biitith Mi-

‘Chief Conful’s condu& during this|

{able’ to England than

commion caufe with its all)
neceflary preliminary “;iou d allo
be common to them. 1t.was alfg:

}_!_:Qﬁ}bi‘mablc to the nature of things

, shis

France and England fhould take
place previous to their entering
mto the difcuffion, of interefts
which divide them;: -

o

re.
fented the projeét of a navalpar-
miftice, which was rejefled; and
the “Englifh Minfter prefented a
 counter-projett, which was found
linadmiflible.  In this' flate of
things, the French Government
reduced the propofitions to the al-

e

and Aultria, by concluding an ar-§]
miftice according to the modified
projeél which France had propofed, |
or of  negociating for a feparate
peace with England, by concluding
the armiflice according to the pro-

T

mitry. oy

. In this mode of fmpli_&ipgthé

land two ways by which'the negq-
ciatiorn might be entered into, it.is
difficult net to perceive moft clearly.
the fincere deﬁ)re of fpeedily com*|
ing to a regoncilidtion. | The two
eflential points of the conteft were,
firft, the pollibility and- the ¢dndi- |
tions of a maritime armiftice; fe-|
cond, the propricty of a feparate
peace.’ _ | ‘ '
It is unneceflary to prove the
poffibility of a marnitime ‘armiflice.
One was concluded between France
and: England at the Congrefs of
Utretcht in 1782. It s true that
at that Congrefs preliminaries had;
been figned before the .armiftice
was-agreed to. "The concurrence
of thele two meafures is without
doubt ‘favourable to " conciliation, §i
but it is not indifpénfable. - The
one wauld not be witheut thé other
a’ ftep towards peace. -
Befides, who prevented the Bri-
tifh Miniftry from propofing pre-
liminaties? The "whole "of the

E

war does not allow “us to doubt,
but that he would” have ‘received
with edgernefs a propafition which
could tend to the acceleration of
negociations. And cértainly Eng-
land had at the epoch of the treaty
of Utrecht ftronger reafons than
now te rejeét an armiflife. France,
exhaufted at home, defeated abroad,
without finance, commerce and a
navy, had every thing to look for
in + {uipenfion of hoftilities by fea.
At prefent, France, viftorious in
Germany and Italy, recovered
from her internal commotions, rich
in her national refonrces, has no-
thing 1n common with what the was
then, but the weak flate ot her
navy and eommerce.

" It muft be adinitted, that the ar-
rangements of a naval armiftice
dbound with difficulties which are
not to-be found mn a continental
armiftice ; but thefe difhculties are
an obje&t for difcuflion, and every
thing is eafily fcttled “when the ar-
mifticé "is concluded with good
faith. - g AL ¢
- Neither is it deubtful, that a
ritimé truce would have bee
tende@iwith refults more i
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beyond all other  confiderations, |} Why thould not t‘!?‘ﬁ?ﬁim of fa- ng‘aﬂEnglmd _.f‘n__‘?l.-;?"{m,ﬂl.gg 9‘}1}? ?‘* néceflury |
preferied peace.  He granted afa- [fcial ‘morality be equally refpecled j{d peace in concert || phigvative (@ thie fuccels of the
v? yable armiflice to the enemy, Hin olitical mqral;gy;,ilf,\,.h is enfor- § Emperor Th jin _ If nd expe- |
abﬁ;c;ﬁifnﬁﬁqn_of megociating without ffced by greater integefis, jand c?n__’-l'e-- ents to this with-1} 1 d in *tﬁe ¢courfe of it fome’
dcl&y. . “‘ ‘ ﬂ Cthd by tht uiages of uanam_r{\ _ . S "’Blﬁ‘ -‘i.-::.'.‘ eji & . :”. lﬁh:’r Ought m be 3

“The end of war is viftory ; the Is nota vwl%t:in!\_\“_i,»- efe UBE' | continve to be, attdcked, whilef| c red as afactifice which fhe |
[ énd of viétory Mould be pesce; | which ae called the Rigits of N flucating for an “docommedsiion  f ill make at the aui of peace—a
| But e¥ery encmy can commence & i sions, a fubverfion ofahe bafis, aly| THif would be to placess ob avery i pledge which fhe will give of the
wat 515 the conqueror only'that ||ready tod weak, on which i¥ placed || snfavourable footings: Fhe evesis [#lineeting'ot her difpofitions o infl
|can put an end. 1o ‘it Thefé ffihe tranquility of diepeople? i offfats out product S TeREo nable etllcrment ;- and v
rthtlghts have been the rule of the'l| By publithing | the papers ‘to{{ change circum fiances, which i;&vamiuges §§3chn1:gbt rq@iﬁﬁom :
Frrit Conful’s meafures, ‘It isflwhich  this allulienis” made, ‘the [} ferve ito {irengthes the pretentions [[it'te Frince will be but 2 ‘compen- |
| neither- in publications mor i {{Britifh minifiry has, - perhaps o, ||of one party, & 4o infhusace dee. [| fition for thole which the conti
‘{peceches, that we can form an opi- || pedto’impofe, not on enlightened fentments:.; of + ﬁ‘;\‘_ her I‘rgpteq mﬂ{&mlﬁzcew progured for.
nion of the man who “govertss. {fmen, but on.the multitude. It'l_’l'a,ql and. Auﬁrlalffg i{J*ﬁ;rpenﬂon Auﬁtfa. B Y S et 1y A S
In manifeftoes, proclamations, ||obferyed, that in ordinary difpufes {of hoflilities had beem. the preh- T‘ laft, point has been Fatolty
minifterial notes, 1 behold on ||thetone and countenance of one.6f{{Mminaty to their treating for peace. fl&'f y difcufled by the French |
every {ide an equal horrror expref- [}the difputants madea il Becaufe England wiflied ‘to ‘make f Cammiffioner. In fal, the con- |
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to re-animate
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2nd diminifhes  that of
quéred by a contrary fentiment.
Titime fruce, ‘was unqueftionably
fu s ..
‘Malta andpi

reinforcements

Fif _Cmi:[gl on that occafion was

queftion, and of opeming'to’ kng. *r-'-*t_" d \-'Huty prefcribed to him by
humanity as well as the national

i’ntg__rt_:ﬁ: What did he require by
‘the proje@ of truce? For Malta,
the means of exiftence: for the

fending itfelf againft a cruel and

perfidivus people. What a bar-
would torm an alliance with famine
for the purpofe of defiroying war-
rors whom 1t was unable to van-
quith!. Which retufes bread to an
eneny to whom it helds out the
hand of reconciliation!

- The retifal made by the Britith
Miniftry, in its proje&t of armif-
tice, to fuffer even limited Tuccours
te:pafs to the army of Mualta and

| Egypt, allo -prefents itfelf under a

semarkable pojnt of view.. Lord
Grenville had * eftablithed as. the
ba!i_s"gf-thc armillice this {pecious
.prncrple, that the pofition of “the

lhlt peither o%&?qm would acquire
advantages over the6ther, which it
would not -have had withcut the
armiftice. ~This principle has 2n
impofing -appearance of juftice,
out by a rigorous application it
would give nfe to endlefs-difficul-

parity of circumftances, fuch'an
equiibrium of interefts, thationea
ot the two fhould not find “fome
advantages in the truce. -
Had France concluded an ar-
miftice on the condition of not
lending fuccours to ‘the troops of
Malta and of Egypt, The evidently
would have placed herfelf in a
worfe condition in that refpeét than
if fhe had continued in &, flate of
war. - In.the latter cafe, fhe might
hope to accomplith wihat'the had
already done, to difpat@lftoMalia
and Alexandria fome vélllels, which
might elcape the viglihce of 'the
enemy’s {quadrons. 7
armiflice, according toithe plan of
the Englifh, France waigld be A€~
i prived of every refouge,”’ -Was
inot fuch a fufpenfion -
meafluretruly hoftile.

b Thecounter-proy

{Hifhasan arttul combination, where
! aith and whe defire oficonci-

T
!

difon: ate not snanielis:All the

Ch A Ruie g 2re: in Tyvadt ol Eng.
561 land: mifg%p;@“;gmio

i\’
7 -

R e o=

tinental armiftice givesto the Court §
of . Vienna thé means of reorga- |
hizing its armhies, of converting .
into foldiers, into arime, and flores |
of all kinds, the {fubfidies fuinifthed
by England, and of fortitying and
;he place of the fecond
ine,. which. had beeu |
saule st was impofible

{¥rench arms.. “A repole of fix
months would;have been fufficient

-an Lpz:al and .courage |
of the ‘troops, and te weaken: the |
ral’, imprefhion: produced by 4
multip glf__.'v"i&bg‘lés-e-that moral
nfl ucﬁ;g;c;nhii:h;ﬁﬁmema the forces ©.
of- FH%;E‘E,:,,Q&OIJ, .confidence, |
diminifhes  that of the con-'

.. Ehe moft important advantage %
| whith France'could find in the ma.

%fyi.-ng the garrifon of ©
€ army of Kgypt with {
e) and fubfiftence; ¢~
| but the folicitude manifefled by the <

-u;?ffol Egypt, the means of ‘de- -

barous political {yftem is that which

twoarmies. thould remain fuch as -

ties; for. during a fufpenfion’ of
hoftilities between two . nations at
war, there can never be ‘fuch’a

uring the-




