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LOUISIANA

MEMORIAL.

On this queftion, whether it be advan.
tareous for Franceto take pojfeffian
of Louifrana ?

Prefented to the French Government byaMr. '}

livingfon, the American Minider at 'a-
ris.” '

Thisqueltion prefentsitfelfintwo
pointsof view :—Firftgin the rela-
tion cfcommerce and manufa@ures :
S-condly, in thofeof the politive or
relative force of France.

Colonies do not excite intereft
for their own f{ake, but ounly as
refpe@ls the imfluence they may
have on a nation ; and as one man
is more ufeful by remaining at home,
than two by remarning at a diftance,
a wile natirn does not feek to colo.
nize, until the hasa {uper;bundance
of population, which fhe cannot
u'efully employ in any other way.

Thou zh very confiderable, the po.-

pul:tion of France is very far from
hving reached the term which ren-
ders Colonies neceffary : Her foil,
cl:mate,'ocal fiturtion,-give her, as a
ccnmercial, 1ind eipeciclly as a ma.
nufalturing naton, great advantages
over ail the naticnso§ Europe. The
{-1r1r of .nvention, the taft- and 1n.
duftry of 1ts nhavitan's, place her
in e Arlt rink., But thole advane-
tages are wonderfully abridged by
th- want of capitals fufficient to
mzke ufe of them.. A rivsl nation,
greatly inferior in every one of thole
piruculars, has by the effett alone
of an immen{= capital, obtained the
fuperi.rny, not only in commerce,
but allo1n manufaélures ; 7'nd thele
advantages, by increafing the nati-
ona: fortune, furmifh i1t with the
i ans of maintaining that very fu-
periority, ,

Capitals increafe the number of
manufzitures, by the introduf on
of mischiues, by the regular pay-
ment of workmen, by the reduttion
of the interelt of money, and efpe.
cially by the pofleflion of new mar-
kets, ' ;

None but rich individuals can
undertake thofe flow and expenfive
fpeculations, which ofien give the
fuperionity to a manufalturer, A
poor meichant cannot undertake
long voyages, returns of which are
flow ¢ they are relerved for the
wealthy, who can give credits long
enough to tempt a toreign nation to
give hisarticles the preferenceover
thafe of other nations, which ex.
po#k a quick return for theirs, The
wit of capitals in France, 1s {uch,
thi®ao manufaélurer has at his com-
mand a quantity ofarticles fufficient
to anfwer the demands ; aud confe-
qucntl‘;}’no forei%_ncr can be fure to
obtain from lus Fieach correlpon-
dent wheiewith to- make returrs,
without retarding h's veflel in port,
or, at leaft, be ng obliged to take
a coofiuerable quantity of articles
of inferior quality, picked up in a
numtbtr of d.ffeient manufactures ;
fo that if he comam:ts any fraud, no
one ¢an be charged with it, This
renders the charatter of a manufac.
ture of very little importancein the
cyes of a French workman,

Hence when a foreign vellel, ef-
pecially if owned at a great diftance,
fells her cargo in France, fhe 1s or-
dered to take nothing but wines or
brandies, becaule they are the only
articles which the owner s fure to
procure in fuflicient quantities, in
the fixed time,

In England, on the contrary, he
will find all forts of goods, in one
hour, from one manufature, the re.
putanion of which would {uffer, if
the whole fupply are not of ‘the
fame qua'ity with the fample. Thrs
Conﬁ. Cratiﬁn '\Vill ever induce a fo_
Teigner to apply 10 an Englifh, in
preference to a Rrench merchant,
for a purchale of goods of the fame
kindi- Ience cargoes are fold in
Yrance,-and the proceeds carried to
Lngl'and-,_ there to be (vld for arti-
cles which France might fupply, if
her manufaQures were rich en(;ug'r.
o oiwer cuery demand, i i

) out compelliug the pur-
¢haler to have recourfe to a
number of manufaQures;:
I Inconveniency can only
of ";anuf idy‘ increafing the capitals
O s deigsr It-would be too
10 po; cviation from: my {ubjed,
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thofe capitals; but it isevident that,
they muft be confiderably leffened
by the forming of a navy, at the ex-
pence of manufalures, or by ufing
the capitals of the nations in diftant
countries, It isbeyond douht, that
capitals open new chanwels; for
nothing 1s more natural for mers
chants who(e capital 1s fmall than to
conteut themfelves with ating the
part of brokers or commijfion-mer-
chants, to thofe who can fupply
them with goods on.credit; and
for this very reafon, England loft
nothing by the indepéndence of A-
merica. Her immenfe capitals have
created a2 monied  dependence,
which, in a commereial relation, re.
placed the fupremacy fhe had loit in
the government.,
capital in America, frees it in {ome
degree from that dependency, and
by furnithing her with the means
of extending her commerce, and ¢~

valu= of the markets which {he of-
fers to manufaltures and to the lux-
ury of Eurcpe. L

It will be readily granted, that
colonies beyond the {eas add nothing
to the force of a nition, thefe are,
on the contrary, wesk poin's which
are guarded at a very greatexpence,
both 1n m=n and money ; elpecially
if they be in hot and unhezal hy cli-
mates,

Ths queftion, therefore, is redn.
ced to this, Has France a fuperfluity
of men and money great enouh to
Juflify the fettling of a new Colony ?

Thole which France already pof.
fefTes in the Weft-Indies and at
Cayenne, are more than {ufficient
for her wants, and eventhe wants of
all Europe, 1f they were cultivated
{o as to produce all they are capable
of, Bur how arethey o be cultiva-
ted ? Expcrience has proved that
the inhabi'ants ol hot cl:mates never
work from want : Force alone can
fusply thetwo great {purs to labour
in northern climates, hunger and
cold, which nature has pliced in
thofe fevere climates, llence {lave-
ry alone can fertilize thole colonies,
and {laves cannot be procured but at
a great expence, ; ,

The Spanifh part of Hifpaniola

The increale of ;

ven to offur capitalstoether nations, !
which know how to calculate the
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credit of France fhall have been re-
ftored, ‘and when ekperience fhall
have convinced the people how un-
wife it is to eftablith a revenue upon
foreign trade, while it is in falt col-
lefted from theirown citizens, At
Hifpaniola, a duty of 20 per cent.is
paid upon articles introduced by
{trangers. This duty :s; in fa&, paid
by ftrangers, and it happens that
fraud, and the bad adminiftration of
cuftom-houfes, is, asufual, a fource
of vexation for foreign merchants,
But 1t is the planter who furnifhes
the money, for this tax is always
added to the price, and even an in-
tereft 15advanced upon it as acom-
penfation for the vexations which
thecaptainsexperienceintheircom-
merce, . What then i5 the effe&t of
that opcration, 1f not to take from
the planter one_fourth part of the
moneyv which he had:fo much diffi-
culty to get from France? = Or
otherwife to ftnp, by that means,

iflinds finally produBtive? I fay
finally, f:rigis folly to beligve that
they will yield to France acompen-

it be after a great many yeirs,
will even fay, that unlefls the ports
of Hifpaniolaave open to every vel-
(¢l laden with articles of necefli'y,

encouraging the rivalry between the
fellers and purchaflers, unlefs every
fort of vexation 1s removed, and
ftrangers receive every pollible fe-
carity for their caprtals in theiflands,
ages will pafs away before Hifpani—
ola will ceale to drain France of 1ts
richesand firength, without offer-
ing her any equivalent 1n return,
[t 1s therefore, evident, that if
Fiance had noother poffeflion be-
yond the [eas, except her iflands, it
might place all the capital of which
(he now can, and probably hereafrer
will be able to difpole in along [e.
ries of yeass, : : :
Bat if to all this, weadd the im-
menle poflcilions of Guyanna, her
produ&inns, and the caoitals necef(-
‘fary to carry the who'e of it toits
| full value ; f weadd the fettlemen:s

t" neceflary

to be made 1n India, it

was-almoft unculuvated tor want ! the defign be to bringinto the ports

- of lives. 1t 1s now pcflefled b);il<»f France that variety of articles

France; and, torender it of advan. J: which invite exchanges and guve
tage, it wi l.be neceflary to lay out ' commerce its due ativaty, we fthali
mmmsafe capitals 1n {luves, in buil- .'_ find that one century at leat wili
dings, and in 1mjrovemnents of un- ! pafs away before France may want

coltivated lands.

Others w'll be i polleffions of that kind,
neceﬂ"aty to make up for the Iofles H

But as Francelikeothercountries

of the French part of that, not to | has but a confined capital. the vnly

mention the other iflande, :
are thofe capitals tobe found ? Men
who travel into diftant and unheal-

'thy climates are f{eldom wedll hy.

Thofe riches mult therefore be
found 1n France, or in fo'ne =oun-
¢y that has a fuperflunty of capital,
if they are found in France, it can
only de, to a ceriain degree, at the
expence of internal manufaétures.
It may, however, appeat advanta.
geous, ina natural point of view, to
encourage the ule of the riches of
France for that obje&t, confideriny
the extreme fertility of the Wef.
Indies, and their prelent f{ituation
of culture, thofe funds will f{ocn
yield a profit, But as money will
command {o high an interelt ; fo
lung asthe interior of the Republic
(hall offer monied men a fource of
{peculations, and property fhall be
in fo few hands, 1t will be difficuit
to induce the majority of them to
difpoflefs themf{elves of this capital
to fend it"to a diftance, and run the
rifk of the integrity of their agents,
and all thofe whom recent examples
have taught them to dread.

Foreign coin was foimerly intro-
duced into Frrnce by the United
Piovinces ; but the prefent ftate of
the Batavian colonies, and the lofles
they have {uftained by the war,
leave but little hepe, that much may
be ufed in the reftoring of Frencn
colonies.

The U. States poflels confiderable
gapitals in money, and produftions
neceflaiy to the reftoration of the
flinds. No great credit, in money,
will probably be given to the plan.
ters 3 but with {uitable encourage~
ments, there is no doubt they will
se able to obtain thofe produftions
which muft, were 1t not for that cir.
cum ftance, be paid for in cafh, and
thz commercial foeculations of the
U. States willextend to the French

|y lands; when the public and private

Where! queltion is where fhall this capital

'"be placed ? Shallit be here? in the

1 has

Welt-Indies? at Cavenne ? in ln-
dia, orat Louifiana ? Foritisob-
vious what will be placed 1n one of
thole {ettlements will be at the ex-
peafe of another ; 1tis equally fo,
that the national expenditures wall
increafe with her colonies 3 and that
in cafe of war, the pcints of attack
and defence will be multiplied in

‘1 the fame ratio,

Able ftatefmen have queftioned
whether colonies were uleful to a
country fituated like France ; bun
my defign is not to examine this
theory. France has colonies ; —fhe
invited her citizens to carry
their riches to them ; honor requires
that fhe keep and proteét them but
{hie is under no obligations to cre-
ate new ones ; to multiply points of
defence ; to fquander away the capi
tals {he wants at homeand abread,
How could the poffe{lion of Louifi-
ana be ufeful to her ? In the4rft
place, its cultivation 1s to be carrt~
ed on, az *n all warm countries, by
flaves ; the capitals {pent in buying
them, or the {lives themielves,
would have been carried to the
iflands, if this new chaanel had not
opencd. This rivalry will raife the
price of {laves for the planters, and
may thus much retard the fettlement,

On theirdrrival at Louifiana, the
flaves will be employed in the bar-
ren oeccupation of {elling the large
forrefts with which th:s immenle
country is covered, alabor but lit-
tle fuited to {laves.: They muft b
clothed, fed, and mamtained during
whole years before any profits can
be derived from them. What [ am
about to relate may {erveto deter-
mine that period. In the northern
and middle ftates of America, the
ufual term of a quit-rent leaie 1n the
new land is ten years fiee ficm rent,
and after this “the léffee. pa

:

unlels the inhabitants have the right '
of buying cheap and (elling dear, by !

|

partly ths re.eftabliibment of the|
capttals which alone can render the

fation for her s€tual outfets, unlefs!

I

l

It istherefore, obvious,
ed 21 a time of. expence, during
whiciterm the owner requires no
payment, But in the. fouthern
ates, new land cannot even be gi-
ven outgn thofe terms, becaufe the
W_hi‘e Plnter fets a higher value on
his labor,'and the clearing of for
refts requires too great outfets for a-
ny one butthe owner of the land.

Whe they will cultivate Louifi-
ana with flavas ? Who is the citi-
zen wiuing to beltow ]argc capitals
upon {o precaripus a propcrty-_w-ith
the profpe&t of a diftant return ?

[t may be afk-d, why does it not
happen in the {ogthern ftates ? It
isanf{wered, firlt, becaufe none are
foutherly ennugh g be wholly free
frcm the colds of winter., which
render {avage life viry daflicult to
men, born in hot climates; and fe-
condly, becaule the fouthern ftates,
aire moftly [igroundea by the fea,
and by mnruatains, the whole popur
lation of whichis white and which
cut off the commuunication between
the {laves and the vaft fortelts of the
interior parrs, . - .

But let us fuppofe all thefe diffa-
culties overcomne, what commercial
advantages can France denyve from
thefeitlement of this colony? The
produftions of Louifana berng the
{ame with thofe of the Welt-Indies,
noadvantage 1s to be reaped, for
the iflinds, being well cultivated,
will {uflice. for the wants - of
France, and even all Europe. The
ntrodu@ion of thofe. from Louifi-
ana, would only leflen the price
withoutadding any thing to the va-
lue, and France would be obliged to
prevent the ruin of thofe who
had employed their funds in the
colonies, to imitate the Dutch, who
deitroy their{pices and teas, when
the quaatity of thefe sommodities in
Euarope 1s large enough to caufe a
depreciation of their value, :

The produltions of Louifiana
which do not grow in the Weit:
Indies, are only lumber and perhaps
rice 5 but it is certain that thole
produtions, coafidering the difh-
culties of procuring them 1n a hot
and unfilubrious climate, w:ll nat
cover the outfets, or, atlealt, will
not yield the {am= profits as would
he piocured by raifgng them 1n the
{lands, 1n prucurlrég the fame or o~
ther and more valuatle aruicles.

The proof of thisis found 1n the
U. Eiates, - It 1s not from Gc_nrg-a
or Soutn-Carolina, that the Weft.
[idies a1e fupplied with lumber,
hut chietly from the norghern ftates,
where forrelts are more {carce and
more valugble than in the f{outh,
‘The caule of this 1s, that the fup-
vlying of lumber, the mills nece{-
{ary to prepare them for f{ile, all
thefe are the work of free hands,
which are fatisfied with a moderate
price. _ _ . ;

I fhall prefume further to lay
down, however paradoxical it may
{eem, that it is not advantageous
for France to fupply herfelf with
fumber, even if fhe eould procure 1t
from Louifiana, Ihaverwo reafons
to offer : =—What lumber the north-
ern f{tates {upply her colonies with
ts paid for in molaffes and rum,
The firft article cofts the plaate:
nothing, for, were it not for that,
this ‘would be an ufelefs prodution
of his [ugar, and the fecond 13 but
a very moderate expence for diftil
lation, If it were not con{umed 1n
America, molaffes would be th.own
away as ufelefls, and this was the
cafe wh'n America was a Britfb
colony, becaufe French commerce
does not cffer any other market
for that commod:ty, _

It may therefore be faid that the
colonies have from the United
States, lumber for nothing,
Should, on the contrary, a ssttle-
ment be formed in Louifiana for the
(upplying of that article, every
expenfe and oytfet of this eitablifh-
ment, all the labor neceffary to
rcut, faw, and tranfport to the

lace where it is to be fold; would
be a real lols fcr the nation, evern
admitting that the cutters and other
'men emploved, {hould take aspay~
‘ment, molafles and rum, becaufe
“their labor would produce nothing
to the nation,

But it 1s certain that Louifian:

molafles or rum.. It is only in

-

M bithelsof wheat forevery 100 acres|]
{ forayer,

{thatthe firft ten years are confider

|
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that thofe articles ‘are com{umed.
The inhabitants of the fouth prefer
ardent {pirits, diftvled from grain,
app'es, and peaches, tothofe diftil-
ed from molaffes.; : -, . .. .

Cn the fuppofition, thereforéy
that. the planters f[upply themiclves
with lumber in a French. colony,
exclufively at Loufiana, they
would be forced to. pay for it inm
If
the right of fupply 1s not exclu-
{ive, it 1s null,: becaufe the laborer
of afouthern climite eannot work
as cheap as the robuft fon of the
north, o, 4 e " B ] =
. It might be thought that mol:{Tes
would {t:1l ind a market in Newa-
England, though it were no longer
the price of lumber, . It would be
an e ror,, They have no other rea~

| fon to take it, than itsbeing off ‘red

them in exchange for anait:cle for
which they have few, other mara
kets. Let the colonies refufe lum
ber from the mnorth, {prretsfrom
grain, apples, -&c. will, be. 'm«
mediately fubftituted . for 1bofe
from (ugar, becaule the priceof rum
would immediately be h:gher, Then
it will be that every for- of coma
merce between them and th- colong

fions, which they will neceflarly
require to be paid for 1n money, or
in what will pafs in foreign mar-
kets for. money. - . &

The fecond reafon why France
ought not to get her lumber from
Louifiana, even though fhe might
do it, is, that in cafs of war, {up-
pofing England prelerve her naval
[uperiority, no f{ure .calculations
could be m de upon receiving pror
vifions ; and they couid not be lup«
plied from the United States, for
that commerde, hav.ng been abin-
doned fince the peace, thole whom
it then employed have fought other
ob) &s of indultry ; and fav mulls
eiefted 10 prepare that lumber, are
sut of ufe, and will nceeanly be
fet up again, attheienewal ot héi=
tilities, fo that the muisforiunes
which are the confequence of it
would be doubly diftreiling to the
colonies, | ¢ s b1

It 1s, therefore, very evident the
colonizing of Louffiana, would, ia
a commercial pointof view,; be
very 1njurous to France, becaul(s 1z
would . employ . capitals  ‘which
would be mare uflefully employed
in the ather colonies; becaufe thuf(s
capitals would lie dormant for  fe-
veral years, and becaufe admittwag
they fhould become prosu&ive for
individuals, they would add uoa
thing to the national mafs, and
wauld have no other effe& tnan
to lower the price of colgnial pro=
duce, and leffen the proﬁ?; of their,

It might, however, ke thought,
that the poffeflion of Lo ihuna
would affird vne moie market to
French manufactures; and . thus
comypenfate the expenceot the na-
tion for 1ts fertlement. Tirs quela
tion deferves a particulir €xanunas
tion, and the provifion or the con-
fumption of French munutallures
may relate either to the iree of
bond poypu'ation, . . ;

1f 1t be the free clafs that is to be
muftered by emigrants from Fraace,

it will bs compofed of that partion

‘of the pecple, wh:ch could uot ouly

 fupport tlemlelves in France, but,

befides, increafe the national riches
by their induftry. For France is

' not everburthened by her popula-

tion, and conicquently every emi=
gration will form a vacuum {omee
where,orabandon{omeufeful branch
w~hich will no lenger be carried on,
The emigrant carriesaway with him
a portion of the general good, in the
mals of the proocutive labour of the
mother country; heallocarriesaway
with hima pertion of the capital,
fer he never goes with empty hands,
and, as [ havealready oblerved, ten
 years mult pafs away before his fet-
tlement pruduces beyond his firft
neceflaries. He mull, at the fame
time, live with the @ir &eft econo-
my, for having nothing to offer iz
sxchange, he receives {carcely any

the nature of the foutherly climat
ch’cilu:rcs_ very few afthearticles
eelizry in Europe,” It 15 ther
beyond s doub:, .1thar, as
F prefeat emigrant, the few
furntthsd him

to g
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