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Houz of Reprefentatives.
Amerdment of the Conftitution.

Menday, O&. 24. |
The Houle refolved itfelf i'm‘—, 2
itr== at the whole on tae re-
cﬁmt“:;f s (21t committee on propo.
ﬁ:il;ms o amcndmcnt to the con,&u
A

tutunﬁr. Vornum g'n‘ the szu:_:'r, .

The reper? (W“;C“ was given 1n

\ hoainig read,

.u;;:‘ﬂ}p o FQ\ abfervcd, that at
the time of the adoptien of: th_e‘:rm-
fitution, that part of it which re-
lated te the eleétion of a Prcﬁd.rnt
and Vice-Prelident had been objeca
ted to; end evils likely to occur,
had been firefcen by IOR'!'..‘- gﬂf‘f!f‘-
men at that day. Experisnce had
fhewn that they were not mifraken,
Every gestleman in thet houfe
knew the fituation in which the
country had been placed by the con-
troverted eleltion of a chief marif
trate; it wis one which he trufted
would never return. [t had been a
fubjed mu-:h reflefled on hy ’r'm
P“F“’v ana bv the State ch;ﬂa:
tures, feveral of which had dfclnzen
their appr: batien of the principle
centainad 1w therefolution reporied
by the commiitee, This houfe had
two yaars fince ratifizd a fimilar a-
mendment by a conftiiurional ma-
jority of two-thirds, At that time
po objzltions  vere made to the a-
mendment, All the objetion then
mede was on 2ccount oFithe latenels
af theday snd thinneis ¢f the houle,
Mr. Diwfon cenfiderd it unnecef-
fary to make any further remarks at
that time, as hs could not antici-
pate any- nbjeftions that might be
urged. [{e moved that the commit-
tee fhould rif= and report the rclo-
lition without amendment,

Mr. J. Ciavy, though in favour
of the principle of the amendment,
was of opinton that; as to fome of
its parts, it requiredaiteration, [le
therefore moaved h -

““Buat i{ no perfean have fuch a
majority, tl.en the lioufle of Repie-
fentatives (hai; iramediately proceed
to cheole by ballot from the two
perfons having the -gréateft number
of votes, ona of them for Prefident.
Or if there be three or more per.
fons having tte greatelt numher of
votes, then the Heule of Reorelen-
tatives (hall in like manner from
the perfons haviug fuch an equality
of votes choefle the Prefident ; erif
there be one perfon having a greater
number of votes, not being s majo—
nty of the whole number of cle&ors
ippointed, then any other prrions,
and two cr mors perions who have
an equal number of votes one with
theether, then the Houle of Re.

Prefentatives fhall in like manner, |

’ _
sTom amoneg {uch
fam= number of
Prefident. >

Mr. G. W. Camenrrr wasin fa_
vour of the principle contaimed in
Ml theamcndment,  Ha confidered it

tobe the dury of that houfe in intro-
ducing an zmeadment to theconfti-
tution on this point
the people the benefirs of chocfing
the Prefident, {o asto prevent a cen-
irvention ot their will exoreff=d
by ele@ors chofen by them; refort.
1l 28 toleg:litive interpofition cnly
:;l:x{;tam'sitpary cales; and when
p o iould be rendered pece fary,
suarding the exercile of legiflative
‘ 'Izr“-'f:', that thofe only (hould be
. Pie of legiflative ele®ion who
| }_"‘:Gcﬁtda ftrong evidence of enjoy-
h.i{[nt cenfidence of the people.
‘fiﬁicr-j‘-(J tisworp leid it was very
SRt uf to alcertaia the precife im-
-1 the ... '€ amendment effered by
‘' 17‘_,_m.l?imn from Pennfylvania,
| L 2Ately hearin
h ‘v;: h the tnzaning, therefore,
o r;“:}:xl.:cga\'f: it, he might perkaps
2 in\'n'.'.':-;*: :;’ri:}iin;‘: -hmli‘}_““: od
Change, which hF:-. ;'adilnev N
hearg 202 srbefore
. e tuggelted on that flocr, or in
PQll ;. "'t of the country from which
cime, It is wall kriown te ave.
Moer that under the conftity,

perfons having the

» to {ecure teo

IV me

: Mok gr 2 Prefident in this houfe
. o n)f Dtates, and not according to
. .not-a_l'onty of the members of the

. € body, “The amendment, 55

-._'& Cummju.e’

‘:Portcd by the {e]

l:‘ri - . . -
s ef“-" this ories

"

vates, choofe the

't at pr bl o
{lveq prelent ftands, the vetes.

|

I

g 1t read from thel

{rity of the members are to decide.

|je&, before it is pi¥ilzd te a deci-

| five highelt on the Lift.

|that by giving the thres highefl

{the Senmate, from which té choolea||
Vics.Prefident, «he fpirit of the

| e hoped therefore the report of

‘ L .
| month, taey would not devifc an a-

lat-length for favouring the amend.

on that the
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that the ele&ion fhall be procccdt'i I
with as pointed out by the confti-
But the prefent afncgth
ment varies this mods, according
vefpet to ftates. OF eourfca maje-
He fubmitted it to geatlemen, whe-
ther they were willing in this way
to factifice the intereits and rights of
rhe fmaller States, " If this be the
‘ntention of gentlemen, wec ought
o have timeto deliberate on the {ub.

fion,” The geatleman from Penn.
lylvaniz will explain whether this
be his intention, =~ o

Mr, J. Cray begged leave expli-
citly to ftate, for the (atisfa&lion of
ths, gentleman from Couneéticu:,
thz® it was not his intention tn
change that part of the copftitution
which preferibed that the cie&ion
thou'd be by 8fates; and if it would
nduce the gentlem2n to wvote for
ths refolution he had moved, he
wrould add the werds of the confti-
tution, viz. © ;. " -

“* But in chonfling the Irefident,
he votes (hall be taken by ftates,
the réprefentation frem eich ftate
naving one vote+ aguorum for this
ourpefe, {hall conﬁﬁ: of a mamber
r members from two-thirds of the
States, and a majority from (wo
thirds of the States {hall be necefla
Ty to a caoice,’? EAE

Thefe words weze acceraingly
2dded. R R : :

Mr. Daw:co1 obferved that th:s
nropofition had been {ubmitted t«
the feleft commuattee, who had cor.
fidered it more obje&ionable 1ha-
that reported, ' Their ohjeft wvas 1o
imnovate as little as pofiibiec on the !
conltitution: A great’ part of r
referred to cafles (o extrecielv remote
that it was not likaely te happen
The only material change 1t mase,
was to reduce the nuamber of per.
fons from whom a choice fhould b
rmade from three to two., At
{ent ths ele@ion far a Prefidentans
Vice.Prefident was made from th.
As, ac
cording to the propufed smendment
a defignation of the perfoas voted
for as Prefident and Vicc—Prefident
~a3 to bz made, it w15 confidgred

re

numbers to thé Houfe of Repre-
{entatives, from which to choelc a
Prefidest, and the two ‘highelt to

conititution wou'd not be chanped.

the commitice would be agreed' to.
He believed it comprehended al!
cales which were prebable ; and he
further believed that if they {pent a

mendment that would provide for
all noflible cales that may happen,
Mr. Crorro™N gave his raafons

ment offzred by the gentleman from
Pepafvivania (Mr. Clay.) He had
indeed, he faid, prepared an amend-
men to the fame effe}, but was an-
tictpated by that gentleman, If n
were inorder, he would offer i1 asa
fubftirute for tlvat amendment, He
then read it ir his place,

Th= Sreaxker faid 1t was not in
arder . to receive the amendincnt of
the gentleman frem Virginia, unlefs
that of the gentleman from Penniyl.
vania was previoully withdrawn,

Mr. Gregg fa:d 1t w2s impofible
fully to comprehend the two pro-
pofitions offered barely by hearing
them read. Amendments to the
conftitution were of great impor-
tance. He= felt at a lofs how to 2&
in the prefent inftange, not clearly
undei ftanding the refclutions pro-
pafed. He wifthed every gentleman
who had formed in his mind an eli.
gible propofition would now brin
it forward, thzt the whole might be

rinted, _ .

Mr. J. Crav f2id, as there exift-
ed confiderable difference of opini.
on, he{hould withdraw his motién,
'n order te move that the committee
thould rife, in order te move a te.
commitment of the report of the Se-
le&t Commiittee.

Mr. Nicuorsen faid that before
the queftion was taken on the rnfrag
of the commuittee, he would add an
amendment to the refolution of the
fe committes., It was his Opigi-

; queftion of principle
fhould be fetiled in the houfe; f

.-*ll,al\ feature of I’w‘t {o fgt.lcd, it would be im poffiblg

to which it is te be made, without |

““QOurs are the Plans eof falr delightfal Peace,

MonbpAYy, NOVEMBER 7, 1803.

tee to. maet the approbation of the
Houfe. _ )
It weuld be remembered that the

| Houfe were chofen bv the peeple,

and wou'd in the fele@ion they made
exnrels the publie will, as: well as
the eleftors themfelv-gs: The feel-

with thefe of the cther, and none
would be found hardy encugh te vi-
slate tha, public femtiment. ~ He
herefore moved to frike out irom
the repoit
‘hsat part ef it which confined the

| chdice te tke three highsft, viz: —

“:nd i1f there thail be mo fuch ma.
jerity, the Prefident thall be chefen
from the highe® number, not ex-
ceeding three, on tae lift for Prefi.
dest, by the Houfe of Repreflenta-
tives,”” and 1nfert, im lieu thereof,
the following words : ““and if no
fuch peifea have a wmajority, then

voted for 8s Prefident.’” - ,
Mr. DaWwsox faid that when the
genrleman frem Maryland hed it

ree, he had voied againfl it, and for
the very reafon now afligned by
him. ~As to the propefitions at pre.
(an+ offar-d, they had been feverally
-fir@ed on by the [¢le& committes;
ind if referred to that camnittee,
‘he houfe anght, 1n the fril inltance
‘o decide the principle.  As to the
vmendment offared by the gemtle.
man from Maryland, 1t was [carcelv
neceflary te mike a fingle remark
upon iv; as the Hyule was difpcfed
to reduce rathe: tham to axtend the
~umber of ~erfons from whoem a
choice fheuld be made. If adopted,
1t wll give the Houfe of Reprefen.
atives a right to vate for 17,6 per-
{ons, as'mo candidate mugnt bave
morethan one vate,” '
| My, Nicunorusow believed the
wapofition of the fele@® committee
would reduce thzm te the fame fitu-
vion, asif the 176 votes were giv-
~u, Mr, N. fa1d he wis p:tfo sn-
xious that his smendment fhould
(ucceed, as that the principle fhould

o¢ fixed 1n that houle fome way or
r :

othar, , _
Mr.Ccoparo faid, though he

of the amendment offcred by the
geatlemart from Maryland, He
thought with him, that therme was

{no great danger in the latitude al.
| lowed the Houfe of Reprefentatives

But the principal reaion that' ope-

| rated with 2im in favour of the a.

‘mendment was that it extended the
right of fuffrige 1a the Houfe of
t Reprefentaiives,-and iocresfed the
. power of the ima'l $tates.”” As he
| coneeived, the eriginal propofition
went effeQually to impair the rights
‘of the {mail &Seates ; but rthe e
'mendmenr of the gentlemsn from
Maryland h2ving this ek, az i
f21 28 peible. he hovld vete for it.

Mr., %m:rzz would with .one
principle altered gn the report o!
the fele& comuiities, vz, that par.
which coafned the clc®ion of Pre-
ident te the thiee higheft perfe s
voted for. It wasimpeilible for hu:
man wifdom to provide for all cal=s

well fpent in providing for cafes
extreracly remote.  He had ne ob-
7°& in view. but the defignatien of
office. A-d the more hmple the
propofition, ths more likely they
were to obtain thisobj:&. Hisidea

ings of the one would be in unifon |

of the committe, all’

. M Uawarp’d by Party Rage, to live like Brothers,”

|

rhe Houle of Reprefentatives fhall !
immedistely choofe 2 Prehdent from |
imong the!e perfons who have been [

maved the apPointment of a commit-.

wou'd not pledge himfelf to vote|
| fer the propeicd amendment in any
| fhape whatever, yet he was infaveur

therefore vo#s to leave tpe cunftita-.

i

that occur. Their t1me was “M‘h

| vour of preforving that part of the

| Mr. Nichollon’s amendment, and
left—Avyes 29---Noes 7. =~
t MR. SmiLie, In order totry the

., the cheice was inade frowm Gve.

 the amendment of the {ele@ com.

-any member an that floer.

}.‘rom that

tion as it now ftood, fo far as relat. |
ed to a choice being made from thcl
fivehigheft,and only change {o far as |
related tos defignation of the office, |
Mr, Esvior heped the amend. |
men* of the gentleman from [Aary-
land would not prevail ; and com.
ing as he did himfelf from a {miall|
State, he trufted the houfe would
Fnrdon him for aligning his reafons
or that hope. He felt coafidence
in the Houle of Reprefontatives, as
well as.the gertleman from Connec-
ticut : - but he was of opinion that
their difcretion ought te be limited.
The amendment will give the Houle
of Reprefentatives the¢ ungualified
powér of ele@ing from the whole
number on the 11t of perfons voted
for as Prafident ; agd on tlms ground
ha oppofed 1t, |

Mr, Raudney faid that in the fele@

-

committee h

e had been in fave

b
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tion. He was not for innovating
om the Conftitution one tittle more
than was ablolute.y negeffary: “As
to the mere defignation of office,
the people lagked for amd expelted
it ; smd if that were obtained, they
would be farished. - :

Mz, G. W. Camrrtrr faid he
too reprefented a fmall ftate and was

imall ftates; but in a great Con-
ftitutional queftien, wh:le thl_:l'e
rights were not loft (ight of , ‘prin-
ciple ought alfs to be regarded.
The propofition of the gentle.
men ffom Penafylvania (Mr.-Clay)
camé nearer to the principle of dhe !
Conftitution, than that offered by |
the gemstleman from Maryland. He
had already obferved that, theére be- i

| img at prefent no defignation, feur

was the {malleft pelffible number
from which a choice could be made;
to this namber but ens was added,
m:king altogether five. In future
clsttions, there will be 145 elec.
tets, and 1f there be a defigna.
tion of office, but one perfon can
have 2 majority: Te confine the|
choice to twe perfons will, there.
fore, in principle, appreach as near
23 poffible ro the original principle
of the Conftitution, lie wasin fa.

Cenftitution which direfled the
voting’ by flates, wifhing as little
mnovztion as poflible on the prin-
ples of the Conftitution. He did
not, however, - conceive a more
change of words dangerous ; but
the eftablifbment of 2 principle that
deprived che peeple of the pewer
of elefting thefe who poflefled the
largeft fhare of their confidence, . -

The queftion was them taken'on

principle, would move to firike out
¢ three,”” and infert ¢ five.” '

“ Mz, Dawson would only re-
peat a remark; which he hadalready
wade. The fele&t committee,” in
propofing three as the number from
which an eleftion fhould he made,
did not confider themfelves as de-
parting in the leaft from the {pirit
of the Confititutien; as when beth
Prefidant and Vice-Piefident were
voted for, without diicrimimation,

MRr. Smir1z, faid, he did net
know that there would be any dan«
ger 1n this innovatien ; but 1t was
his wifh net to altes the Conititu-
‘ion except in cafes of neceffiny,

- Mgks Gopparp faid ke was 1a fa-
ver of this amendment for the {ame |

realon that he had been in favor of |

that propofed by thegentleman f a
Maryland. - .

MRr. ALsTe~ was cppoled to the
amencment offered by the gentieman
from Peani{ylvania Mr. Smlie, to

mitiee, becaule in his opinion it
would have a tendency to bring the
cle@ion of the Prefident of the U-

naited States more frequently into]

-he Houle of Reprefentatives, than
‘otherwifc is would be brought; he
was asmuch difpefed te guardagainft
theinfluences of the large flates as
- The gentleman from Conne&icut
(Mr. Goiliri) was in favor ef
the amendment beeaufle he thought
it calculated to lefflen the influecce
of the. larger flates. For his part
Mr. A, theught very differently
gentleman, he believed
'hat  provided the sméndment
‘thgald be acceded to, it would
be an inducement to any ene of the
‘large {tates to prevant an ele&ion of
| Prefdent by theele®ere of the feve-
ral ftates; that if the votesof alarge
{tate heuld be withheld from any
ne of the candidates propofed as
Prefident, it would prevent {uch

‘candidate from obilaining a majorit
of all the vgtes of the elettors, What
then, Mr. Alfton afked, would be
thecon(equence. The choice would
.have tobemade by that heule, which
circumitance he never wifhed to
‘witnefs again: this he conceived to|
be an 1mportant peint to guaid a-

b gainft as much as poilible.

He was much better pleafed with

drawa. He fhould therefere give

tion, and fheuld it be rejefted, he
would himfelf renew the propof
rion made by the gentleman from
Pennfylvania, fhoylgd

—
- p—— = -

{another fubje& would have eceupied |

amxious to preferve the rights of the §

t which M1, R, had exp=ited tne ata

. - . - . 1\1 —_
| Ayes Ho.--Naes 55,
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M=z. Raxpoiru faid, he cameto . |
the Houfe under the impre{lion that

their attention, on account of its
primary importance, aet MEaniag,
hewever, to difparage the imper.
tance of #Mm smendment to tlie cons 2
ti'ution. DButon a fudbjelt wheh
muft bedifculled in a fow duys, ifat
all, i wes impioper that tims fhould |
be i0ft. The propofed amedmentte  i§
the canftitution was not. ke beheved

fo extremely. pre{fiag a; i@ r=quuire

immediate atienticn. Thefubj-dto

treutien of the Houls would have
been .t dire&-d, wa. :he T:ieaty
with France. Heping tl-at the com-
mittee would bave decidsd on the
jamendment at an early hour, he had
irefrained from any moiien. Bubd
(perceiving that a decfi.n was nnt
likely foon te be made, ne would
move that the cammrittee fhould rife
for the purpofe ‘of takingigp the
Treaty refpe@ing Louifiave.,
M:. Dawion oppuied the rifing
of the Cecramitiee: ‘
" The quelticn was taken on Mr:
Randolph’s* motion, aad carried
Carcied
When the Committeerole: and
~ Mr. Grifwyld, after a few pretia
minary rematss, {ubmitted tho fol=-

g e

- o

lewing m-ticn :

" Rofolved, that the Prefidens of
the United States ba requelted ‘to
caule fo be laid before chis [loufe,
a, copy ef the treaty betwe:n the
French Republic’and Spaiu, €f the
firfbof Cluber 1300, togerher with
[a copy of the deed +f cefli-n from
Spain executed in puifuance of the
fame treaty conveying Luuifiana to
France, (if any ' fuch deed ex.fts;)
allo cop.cz of fuch correfpo-dence
between the governmert of the Uy
nited States-and the government or
In‘ni_niﬂcr of Spaia (1 2ny fuch core
i relpoadence has taken vlace) as will
| how the aifent  or d.fent of Spain
o the purchafe of [Ledifi.na by
the Uaited - Statedemtogether with
{copies of fuch pilicr documents as
imay be in the'department of flate,
|or any other department 6f this goa
rvernment tending to alesrtain whg--
| ther the Unrted States have, in fa&,
acquired any title to the province
of Louifiana by the treaties with
! Frence, of the 3oth of April, 1853,

Mr.Randolph replied at conhidesw
able length, and was followsd by
Mr. Goddard in faver of, and
Meilrs. Lyen and Smilieagainft the
mot.cn, o
- Mr. Gregg atked for adivifion of
the gqueftion, confidering that it
might be of feme ufe. to obtain the
Treaty of lldefenfo, but not the
other papers afed for,

Mrd Sandford, Mr, Elliett and
Mr. Nicholfon followed in oppofi-
tion tothe motion, and Mr. Thatcher
in favorof it. _

. Mr, Mitckell fpoke againgt it, and
moved 2 polipenement of the mo-
tion te the firft Meonday in May.

v Meflrs.. Findley, “Grifwold and
Goddard, oppofed the poftpone-
ment, -,

The motion ef
feft. .

_ The original motion was then di-
vided ; and oa agreeing to the firft ‘

membery vz,
11

¢ Refolved, That the Prefident of

poltpenement was

the. United States be requefied to
ciufe to beclaid before this Houfe,
8 copy of the Treaty betwesn the
French Republic and Spain, of the
+it of O&tober, 1800,

The Houle divided—Ayes o=

~

Noes 5

the metion which had beem with- |

his vote againft the prefent propofi. |

9—The Speaker declaring
himizlt 1o the affirmative the metion
Was carried. 2.

The queftion was then taken t:ll
the {fecomd member, viz.— tope.
ther with a copy of the infiru.
ment of ceflion from Spain, execu-
ted in purfuance of the fame treaty
eonveying Louifiana to Fiance (il
any fuch mftrument exifts*,)

Aad loft— Ayes 34, '
the third member, vize=-Alf
twacu the government of the Unit+/
téd States and the.government «jm,
minifter of Spaim (1f any fuch’*1a
re{pondence has taker place) rsvs’
thew the afl~nt or diﬁcnt".‘dﬁatis, o
to the purchafe of Loutﬁanqﬁ

it not_be zes,f
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The queftion was then takep 025'
e 73:‘}

cop:es of fuch carrefpondence bae
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United States.” - 2 AN
dAnc loft—Ayes 34. FNEM .. -
The quzﬁ‘.{uu was ir ‘/f’ 2 __'_?-._ _
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