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Ours are the plansof fairdelightful peace,

Unwarp'd by partyrage, talive likebrothers,

wtate Gazette.
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The following Addressto the People of the o
State of Pennsylvania, _contmm_the rea-
sons in suppurt of calling a convention
for the amendment ot the Consitution of
that State ;

70 THE DEMOCRATIC CITIZENS
4 oFf
PENNSYLYANIA,

the Members of both Houses of
General Assembly.

Friends and Fellow-Citizens, ‘
Occurrcnces, painful in them-
selvesy not wholly unforeseen, but
which an invariable moderation, on
the part of your representatives in
the General Assembly, ought to have
prevented, reduce us 10 the necessity

of

the

neral cause, prevailed and producod
an unanimity, which stedfastly pu--
sued, overcame all resistance, anrd

{ appaared to place the republican in.

siitutions upon their natural founda-
tions. At the meeting of a few de-
cided and influehtial men, to whem
the selection of a vandidate for the
office of governior was tacitly refer-

of addressing you at the close ci the |

present session of the Legislature. |

The necessity is painful 5 but, as.thc
cause has increased in aggravation.
in proportion as the Assembly has dis-
played patience and furbca:'.'ance,thcrc
appears to us ne alternative between
an appeal to you, orun abandonment
of your rights aud tie respect due to
your representatives. Principles an ;:1
notmen,were the foundations onwhicl:
American independence wus estab-
lished...Principles an< not men, huv:
been the objectsof contest, ever since.
betwzen the several parties whick
have arisen un lersu covernnrong but
we are now breught 1o u paint, woen
it is to be determined, vy the publ
suffrage, whethor men setunz atd-
fiancethe wishes ol the ponple an
the principles of repre<entative g
verrment, shail govern Yenusy.
vania.

Your political contests, m 1757
1798. 1799 and 1800, were for ti:
establishment of a free government .
for 2 ime, the end you proposed,
proassed to be attained ; and though
paticular deviations from yourwishe-
were perceived, you were willing to
make allowances for human infir-
mitve At ‘the clos~ of the admi-
nistration of the late Governor:
our political affairs had, hy the pecu-
Jiar circumstances and habits of that
gentleman, been invelved in perplexs
ity and danger...his pliant temper
was abused, to the detriment of the
State ; butyour decicved vights were
not openly viclated, nor were your
repr sentatives insulted ; the recol-
luetiin of his revolutionary services
and vour habitual moderation, over-
J-cked his infirmties, until they han
imolvedthe comn.cnwealth in danger
and actuully brought on a pohtical
crizts i the Btute. The {ederal
gorcrmment was  s:ated in you
priccpal cito.and an arstocracy
fostered by the members of tha
government; vour assembl-es were
assaiied by the flatterics, the s
ductons and the intripues of the aris-
tocracy, and by the influence of ¢ &)
reign mercantile body, which labour-
ing to contaminate, constantly azita-
ted your legislatnra, It they could
not seduce the state representatives
into acts subversive of pubiic right,
they frustrated measmesof real pli-
ty and necessity 3 until the republi-
cuns.wore (hrown into a s'ate of dis-
orggnization, by all these various
tauses, @il the unstable and tempo-
rising conduct of the State Fxecu-
tive.

The people of Pennsylvania, ar
length avoused, saw with apprehen-
#10n, this powerful combination of
interests 'and influence, opposed to
their prosperity ; and every remedy
wilich the experience of years und the
sagacityof strong miuds peinted eut,
Was diﬂ: ed precavions, or present-
cd only :ﬁlﬁbicc_cft!liﬂ;n‘.:l:s. You

red, several gentlemen were brought
into view from different parts of th
State. Oan the first meeting Thomas
M’'Kean had the lcast support. Many
of those who kad assembled, were
apprehensive that his austerity end a-
| ristecratic habits would render him
unsuitable forthe chiel magistrate of
an upostentatious peopie 3 they saw
in Lim a man of strong mind, bias-
| sed by a bigoted attachment to a par-
' ticular class of men, confirmed by
| years of professional centention and
 dominatio: in courts of law. Address
' and management were then seen in
' motion. ‘Those who advocated his
sclection, laid much stresc upon the
torrents of abuse that had been la-
vished wpon him by the fzderal par-
ty, in the insdlence of their asan-
dancy ; they iusistzd on the impor
tance of a character, capable of vigo)
| and decision, in trving times; b
here were others who appreliensive
that that vigor of character which
had aliady ot many occusions ex-
tubited a “wivor b vond the lzwy”’
aight. an some teure day, Lz direct-
d against thos<z to wiuom he should
hen owe  his elevation,  Promises,
ty the extent of the pullic hopes
wore give 1 return fir these foghed
a8 5 and to wive them strength, an
a1y opporiunity was taken to draw
wom hm 2 spocific engazement, to
=onfi:m these who had doubted, and
‘o asure those who had confided,
Mr. M’Kean took occasion to hurl at
the heads of - tories, traitors. refe-
gees an:d apestate whigs' a fulipina-
tion which exc reded the expectation
of the repub'icans, and to which they
silently submitted, under the impres-
sion that it fixed an eternal and im-
passable Barriee between Lim and the
adversaries of popular government.

Disjcsitions so frank and gene-
vous, naturally overlocked inferior
considerations 5 the sume temper in
its arcor, was apen to assurances and
promises.edeiivercd with plausible
carncstness, presscd with dexterity
and untired zeal.

In a word, it was lield, that division
on this wocustor  world be mose pre-
jadicial than any conscgnences that
eaqlidresult from Mr. M'Kean’s elec.
| tion. and bewas taken up and slectled
by the great body of the farmers of
Pennsvlvania, in epposiion to the
wiole interest of the federy] gavern-
nenty the mercanule interest, and

{1 of all that wore agis ocratical or dis.

| pesed to introduce a system sulyer
| swve of frecdom.
! During the three first vears, ex-

|

|;u|t:lic oiice and cmolument arnont
| his relatives and persons connected,
| with them in vavious ways, DM,
| M'Kean's a‘imintstration, promised,
{upca the wholey to be bun.6-ial 10
| the State; but soon-*ﬁcr bis reJec-
| tion in 1803, dispasifions and asso. i
| ations, which were not to be recon-
 ciled, either with delicacy or with the
lsup?cse‘ severity of his character,
| excited apprehensions of evils whicl
- have since been realised.

Motives, which are not yet public-
| Iy explained, and whi~hdo noth:long
| Lo us to discuss upon this occasion,
| soon producsd an am’cableX intinate
| association between him and his lop-
{ mer libellers ; _a circumstance that

-
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el no(-]ﬁé_iﬁ‘yom- strenjgth
wait of that kadvdedoe |
ik b i ,DL' 1
Uhcertaivtpawhich was in

$ame as the'want of puncis
1t became npecessary to make

widl the

1:0!'. '1‘:‘:
ever been the

peculiar virtae of ye-
Piesentative government,  although
very often the canse of its misfor-
tunes, required on this occasion, that
all private considerations should give
Wav.in order to restue the commaon-
Wealth from its present evils and im-
Pending dangers ; the seople at large
had o fively sense of their situation ;
preindices and ;repussessions, which ,
had heen empi.ved with tuo much |
TReress 1o keep the deceived in sub
Jsetien, were now shuken of. A
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, tespect and indocurum’ towards the
I

Lwembers of the legistature ;3 his

_ || namie was emploved us the patron of
A choice of gome charucter {r Gover- 4

| polifigal disorgunization, unchecked

modegation which has () by Bim, although proceeding fiom

| officers immediutely appointed by
[ bim, and paid by the people; the
{ independence of the legislature,
| though displayed with equanimity,
| was treated with distant sullenness
[ and private vitulence ; whilst those
| who had formerly calumniated, and
| had now become his flatterers, were
| the auditors and the exulting report-
ers of these distressing truths to an
insulted public. - '

These operations proceeded hand
in band with the formation of a third
party throughout the State, and if we

cept v an ungracious distribution of |

l

the United States. A ticket formed
by the officers of eXxecutive appoint-
ment, and composed of'a mixture of
time Serving republicans and noted
federalists, was distributed from the
governor’s coach, by twin of those
offiters, who accempanicd him, and
daily held him up as the patron of
faction. This attempt was frustrat.
ed by the force of popular sullrage,
ind he was driven to disavow, only
aiter defeat, what he Lad really taken

’3INs to promote wi'hout success.

- These first open overtures of dis-
affection to the wishes of the people,
and to the principles vpon o hich bhe
had been placed in the siation of
‘he greatest honour and patronage in
he commonwealth, were succeeded

cord more extensively, orto provide
v flme preject et a-cwed. The of-
ficers ol executive uppein‘ment vely
reneraily, (altiough not all £o base)
have, for nzarly two years puct, de-
nounced the tiiedand genaine friends
of the peaple vs anarchisie, 1une -
tors difovzarizers avd [ ol r—and
it the «am= time preached ue cxecu-
tive perfections &3 modavation | ‘\“."'i‘!'_‘.!‘_-
public opirion was agitated 10 vari-
ous varts of the Stote, last vear, the
same men who denied the vxistence
f any third party, held correspan-
dence with the discontented, and en-
couraged them; promises of execu-
tive promotion were held forth as
baits for dissaflection, and those who
were acting in tiie work of disorder,
w.re insiructed to clamour disorga
nizitionagainst whom they attacked;
but after assuming various mosks,
ther have at leneth vnfolded them-
selves Ly a nutervious act of dezep-
el in heldag ferth the name of
a venerabie patriot* as their leader

an association under the specious
name o * Constitytional Republi-
cans,” the acts ol which are repug-

act
pant to the consitation itself,
varying aspect of political efluirs,
frcmn the pomination of Thoma
M'Kean to the peesent time 5 in 1799,
vou elected Lim urider the impre-t-
on of hisbeing a fisn!tothepee’/s;
(vou now find him insulting vou ond
your represent -tives, and becoming
the real head of < fa tion,

A rvevigw [ his adminisieztlon. wilt

prove that what we hoere aseors is
Jeclamaiion 3 but a relavicn o
L6 serious not to p:m"l Scnsst o

™y

[ {onts,

s

iy evedit appearances, throughout |
e

painful and bitter, 1o every Niiznd of
republican goverament.

Uader the formezy fod=tat admini;.
tration a continual ¢ Yoot had by
WURIngG (o consuiidite the sluie @
veraments, and redace than 1 ane
d-r the absolute subizction of one
The lezisloture of 1202 wishing 4
avail themselves of the republicznas
contindy, und 1o keep as much as
in them lay, the goviraments  dis-
dact and indepaniont of each other,
nassed a luw aclaring certain oifices
heldunder the United States, incom-
patitle in the same persons, with of-
fdces held und<r this stare.  You saw
him nexative this 'aw, and assign for
reasons,—becaiuse * [t appears o me
to intimate an wnreaonalle Jealoufy
and distrusty, not ¢uly of the virtuous
and great chief magistrate of the U-
nion, but also of the chicfmagifi-ate
of Pennsvlvaniag both chosen by the
pronle themselves, and known to be
uncquivocuily disposed to secure and

:_':"

‘i promote (their happmess™eand ie-
lc;;use I have a few mouths aco per- !

suaded a gentleman not less distn-
guished for probity t

accept the commission of Necovder
JASEEpE B N
iof the city of FhiladzIphiat..cout

this law was passed by the legisla-
ture without bhis signature.

You have scen him in the same
year put his veto upon a bili, enti-
tledw* An act for the recovery of
debts not exceeding one hundred
dollars ;”* to this he affzcted to state
‘eenstitutional objections ; but he also
|offered as reacons the following—be-
| cause “the jurisdiction would develve
upon persons of incompetent ckill
gencrally speaking in the law...that
magistrates would decide, “insteaq
of independent judges;” and that
{* provision should have been made
that the parties might be heard before
the magistrate dy counsel.”

A law, cootaininy; similar provisi
ons, was agam passed by, the legis-

* General Peter Muhlenbtry.
1 Alexander J. Dallas.,

by others, calcula’ed to spread dise |

—a venerable patriot, who disclaims |

Sich, fellow citizens, has beer the |

nan talents, to |

|
|
I

- of the oflicer to resizn.

—

|

|

|

lature, and again negatived by him;
but was afterwards enacted by a con-
stitutional majority, without his
consent. : _

You have seen him retain inoffice,
persons who had amassed immense
fortunes at the public expence, but
whose cenduct had rendered them
obnoxious to the people; perstus
known to haves the dispositios and

the power to exercise indivect op-i

pression and injustice against such
as entertained the polidical principles
upon which the executive cemne into
office.

You have seen him put his vete on

alaw, taxing an ofiice yividing encr- .

oy
e

maus emoluments, and assignng as
reasons, not the ground ol the con-
stitution, although that forms a part

of the pretext, but because the com-

pensation to be aliowed (about 2,500

doilars) is inadequate 1> the object
and unreascnable in 1clatien to the
oficer 37 and secondly bicaase it was

encreaching wpon the prerogative of

[the exceutive and cireumsen' ing the
cloice “hy rendering it the interest.
Yet an act

&1
"

certairin:y a similar principle was a-
pain passed, and he safred it be-
come a law without his signature.

You have seen him aproint, 12 of-
fices of hensr and profit, as well ci-
vil as militarv, persons,whoss namcs
were scarcddr known inilennsylvinia,
in preference to men leng known,
and entitled to confidence for their
M ritoiious serrie .

It 1s perfectly within the know-
led ze of the great Lndy of the people,
that one of the fisst zcts of NMr.
LMi’Kean’s administration, ‘was the
appointment to the station of Atter-
ney Gener+d of this Commonwealth
—to the station of pnblic prosecutor
and preserver of the poase & laws, of
a man, whohad. in a manner ~coresly
withaut ¢cxample, in times of funre,
violated the laws of the sta e .
peace of societvy, Ly an attemnt 1o
assassinare. i onen duv, an individaal
who bad coninbuted more perhang
than any other, by unweiried and
ind: fatiratle zeal in the dubiic cause,
te elevate Thomas M'hean to ¢
chairel shata,

In
SRlivVe

aunthorise

1ie
M

y=

1 wae

=AY

o
o

saw him put Lis ne-
B:il entitled =t 2nactrto

prrson to ervct n:ill

'
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Jamy,” Sco—and inor which he guives

@y reassie, tosu e e admits it would
Le bendToial, Lecous., it confers
102 giwat a nuwer on centlemen (us-

[tices of the veace) of that characier

1 e i s
\within, the present iosiion, b
ans returnad, paoact explanatory of
the act for the rezulution of the
b ]

o

.,
paymiznt of 2o3Ms on indictments
without his sicpawure 5 but, havin
kept 1t Levorud the thme Timitied b
the constilution, it cf course beeam
a law without his consent. .
»  Alaw establishing a supretng court
in the western part of the state, an
o icet much desired by the western
portion of our conslituents, was pas-
sed in the present session, and sent
to'the governor fur his signature ;
but it was not returned when we ad-
journed, and canne! become a law at
least till the next session of the legis.
iature.
By the constitution (art. vi. § 5.)
provision 18 wiscly made, that the
reazury sha!! be at all timeg, 2n! un-
der sil circumstances, within the con-
troui ol the legislature 5 but doring
the federal ascerndency, the constant
practice of that party being to throw
all ellective power, patronage, and
influence into the hands of the Exe-
cutive, the appomunent of the Come-
ptrelier and  Hegister Generaly the
only efficient checks upon the trea-
sury, was put into the hands of the
zoverner ; and those officers, inten-

ded as checks as weﬂcﬁon him as
upon othre, were rendered liatle to
removal at his discretion.  From this
injurious regulation, the state had
ustained under former officers great
loss and damage. With a view te
bring back the appointment, of these
officers, to the sale ground, inten-
ded by their institution, the present
legislature passed an act, by a large
majority of the House of Represen-
.atives, and by the Se¢nate wanting
snly one vote of two thirds, vesting
the appointment in the legislature

o

G "L

4&?!1(1 repealing the former act :—this

act, alsn, was negatived by the go-
veinor, and he gave for reascris the
folrewing—¢¢ Merit aloni will not se-

ol the )

¢ cure their re-election.”—¢ Having
“ -0

1. % been 2 member of as many. cone
| ¢ gresscs, conventiong, legistatiye
-assemblics, and other public bodies
i) &s perbaps any gentleman of the
“ United States, permit me to
(| ¢ declare, that. from all my ex«
|}« perience and cbeer.aiion, a lgrge
L+¢ public body is not so well gralified
P taselect the bes? characiers Jor sub-
ordinate ofiices as a single pers.m,
{4 responssble, unfe'teredy and inde-
penent” He continues—¢ 7 have
no .mbiiton for fwer—buf L trust
I <huii be ex used i helding it as
@ sicred duty to #ré smel Jhe con—
stitution (which approaclcs asn- ar
to perfection as any thatgever did,
or does now exist in thé world) ce
r1y u.cesor wniopaired and un-
|t shickled by any act of mine.”
Lavgusge and sentiments such.as

these niight'be employs d in chuntries
y where men are b702 legislatdrs und
i Tulers, or where the mouarch or the
, d=spot acsumes the power ol no- na:-
Eng kis swceess vy and coweninin g

what inay or may not be the con itz
fLer—bulto you we subniit wifat ap-
. - hensions such senuments ought
i 10 exriles ; A
| The existing constitution of the
| stare clcc‘.:t!-cs and puarantees to the
jc¢lizins ol the commonwealth, the
1kt of addressing the legislature
[{ 8y prtition, memorial, ©r remon.
I’ strances  Availing yourselves of this
i T bty addresses have been presented
l? to the lzgislature trom various parts
ic‘.;"r.hc state praying an amendment .
cralteration of theconstitution, The
the right to authorise 18, rests with
the pcople mherently, Yet what has
been the language  of the magis- .
\trute  chosen” only for three years
1o exccute the law~? We relate
it with mierufication,’but with truth
jthat he has eck red 10 mensbers o
1" 1he ]c;:_'.-,l.xu"n'e— = 7’1 fromete s C_:f
b e emarial s als & villans,
B ad thaacmer, urs.ett fhall n ve?
Y Sdeend wilmot fuffer fich a thng
% o tate flace  Fellow citizeus,
L whiat ure “these mernased means of
| pievention? —ArmS or corruption !

if th re other means that
coulu be en.pioyed to prevent it, we

K wv then not—and we know eour
ic:::‘_..:i"u‘n s too well to helieve, that
s etther dhe one or the otaer; or both,
~cuuld succeeds
| In couscquence of numernus peti-
i tons, ana of thruniversyl complaints
‘madePazainst the injurioss, vesatious
edious, end expensive mode v hich
Jthe aduanistration of the courts of
 Jw is condlucted, an act was passed
by usn the present session, by a
(larze mepority, in which the amica-"
'jble and peaceful principle of arbitra-
i{lion was introduced : and by which
' provision was made for reducing tu a
reasonable standard the costs attens .
| Caut @n suits; and for setiling hight
! pecuniary disputes without the in-
tevvention elalawyer. Thissalutary
law, whicii might have obviated ma-
Iny of tlie complaints, that have in-
iduced great numbers to solicit the
tcall of a couvention, the governor
{also returned with his vese ; and, not
content with resisting the wishes of
jihe people in so many pointsinterest-
\Ing to their peace and happiness,
{| what he gives under the name of rea-
|, 3ons, are couched in a style of irony
and derision, that forbids all conside-
rations of forbearance or futwre co-
operation with a magistrate, who so
;much mistakes his duty to the people
tand to their representatives. & He
|+ saysit would be more eligible for’
| ** suilers in courts 0 pay a ceriain
¢ wupulated sum of money to the
 * state for. an allowunce to have a®
tial by jury in the Rost instance,”
And in the saine style he proceeds to
1) 84y, that the biil ¢ should have been
{|submitted o the several Presidents *»
(of co:rts of law) heretofore commis<
sioned, who reside within their fope
mer und newly appointed districts,
whether they would accept ofthe al.
ternative ‘or 1ot L

These seninents, conneeted with
ah opinion ex ..essed, or rather held
forth as a menace, in His reasons for
negaliving an act before mentioned,
exhibit very alarming and dangerous,
tenents, proceeding from an execu-
tive, when conpsidered along with
other menaced held forth. in o
38 £onspicuous but in an equaly
¥erdus form. “ It is incumbeng
* 01 me to sperk wih diffidence ;
« & dilfidencs, b am  persuaded,
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