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the month ef Aurust; the place of
meeting was designated at llaris.
burg; «nd Merchants and Lawyers,
men of education and menofl wealt
were indiscriminately excluded from
the honors of the sitting. '
But these visions of disturbed an’l
sickly imaginations, wers suddenly
dispelled.  Cur Fellow-Citizens, of
every political description, feeling,
at length the necessity of a prompt
_ jntcrposition, hastengd to rally round
the Constitution, as the ark jof theh
common safety @ an’d now the wmul
contents beheld, with terror aud dis-
may. the People, whose name they
bud eraftily assumed, and whose in-

| admit ; repudiates the constitation

| plauds amd enforces the sentiments
| of the minovity; prepounds ahstract
l.principlcs. which no hOT:Ie?-t man
wili dispute, draws practical con-
clusions which no wise 1man  can

| for suppositious abuses, or imuginary
defects : and, finally, solicits the a-
gency of 2 convention, to orzanize a
political Millennium, upon the ideal
scale of human perfectibility !

Dut here, let us pauge for awhile,

| to recapitulate the various pretexts,
| which have been used, as a cover
| for the real designs of the Malcon-
| lents ; and as an excuse, for the un-
authorised interpasition of a majority,

dignation they had jusily excited. ri-
sing in the nalive majesty ol their
power, and their virtue, to vindicate
the dominion of the laws. Tu the
course of a few days, by a'sponta-
neous subscription, the li<t of remon-
strants considerably excecdad  the
list of names, which had li::n col-
lected, during a long. industitous,
and secret circulation of the Paiitien ;
and when the Report of the Grand-

Cemmittee was discus«ed, the cow-

parative mumbers were 494% Petic
ticners, and 5590 Remonstriits, ex

%ibiting to the actual view ol ihe Le-
rislatiie, a majority of 646 agiinst
1= call of the Convention ; iidep2n-!
dent of thousands, who could uot |
transmit their Remonstrances te the !

s=zat of .Goavernment, before the ter
sination of the Session.

Though the Malcontents had them-

eelges appealed to the Community

though they had laudly deprecated
avery species of resistanck to the
sause of 2 majority 3 and though they

"L

t sl dareg under such - blcuasian

. a.

MY

|

{1 of one of the Legislative Chambers,
it 1. It has been said, in general
'l terms of reprobation, that the con-
‘ stitution is defective : but as it would
|| be idle to expect a perfect work, from
the hands of imperfect man ; the re-
mark cavries with it neither censure,
nor information. It may certainly
he applied o every other form of go-
| vernment, past, or present, and we
| shall only indulge a pernicious vani-.
iy, if we suppose, that it will nez be
|
|
|

equally appheable to every| futuve;
elfort of human invention.
Constitntion  of Fennsylvania  was
constructed on the mode<l of the con:

{
H stitution of - the United States, and
1

But the;

periad.  The Judges are constantly |
subject te the censorial power of im-
peachment, and to Legizlative Ad-
dresses for their remova! : while the
subordinate officers of (Y.e state are
amenable to the Goverpor and (in
commen with himself and the Jud-
ges) may be impeached and dismis
sed, for misconduct in office. If
with tuch precautions, there 18 nnt
safety in the delegation of pawer, to
what substitutes can we more coefi-
dently resort 7 Let it not he answer-
ed, to the direct and constant agency
of the peopic ; for, thatisimpracti-
cable. Lectitnotbe answered, tothe
exclusive authority of the Legislative
Agents of the People ; for, we know
that - Legislative agents, may fzcl
power and forget right, as well asy
Executlve and Judicial Magstrates. !
But, rather let us bow with reverence |
to the decrees of Providence, thus |
mingling with all its Bounties to man-
kind, a portion of bitterness and
alloy. ’ l

5. It has been said, in _terms ol
indiguation and disgust, that the con- |
stitution tolerates the commen Law ; |
and is, therefore, incomsistent with |
true liberty, and genuine republican-
ism. On ne accasion has the decta-
mation of the Malcontents betrayed
more ignorance, ar more wickedness

- —

has itself become a model for the
constitutions of several of obr sister
states. Its basis and its superstiuc-
fure arg, however, pre-eminently
democratic 3 for, while other consti-
rutions ezact the qualification of pro-

1
|
didates, and transier the choice of n

governor, from the people to a de-
;i) partment of the government: the

perty Irom electors, as welll as can-

that in the attempt to despoil this

(| How superfuons tae
| expence, since the Legislature itsclf

only in the dexree and the mannsr
of the adoprion) that “the Common
« Law of England, by which is
« meant that pat ofthe Enylish Law,
¢ which was anteric r to the date of
« the oldest ststutes extant, is
¢ made the basis. of the work. It
¢ was thought dangerous lo atterpt
{to vednce 11 to a text; it was
therefore left to be collected from
the usual monuments of it."”
(Notes on Virginia, p. 268.) Ilow
chimerical, then, must be the pro-
j=et of calling a Convention, to reduce
the Commnn Law, net to a statutory
detail, but to a constitutignal text!
tronnie, and the

I .
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;’TENNSYLVANIA ?OLYIIC'S. Fces: to summoén a Qqn.vention upon cqnnti-tutiop of Pcn_nsy’lyania esta-} bave fgrgolten. or c‘qncealed, tha!'10{ lhe_ Supreme Court, have 2 con- &
. 1 their own responsibility, er under [l blish the right of un_j\'crsal _njﬁ'rage, such things enter not into the com- {{stitutional pewer, to punish contemfit s
(Continued ;'-r:m our last.) the authorit:u;wc name of the People; dcclartsﬁe‘vcl‘y [reeman -t‘l_lg‘-h]t to [Im.-itic.n of tl::z commion law of Penn- of C:--m:t, by the summary proce_{g
1 o Citizens vet, they coutd not patiently .ncgun_q every office, amd reserves .ior the || sylvania, fort:u: constitution tolerates || of attachment? Nor will we even
Friends and Fedow-Citizens, v whial.ds esce.in 2 result, sofatal to their per- {{ prople themselves, the appointment osly that portien of the common Jaw {| state the essential distinction, be
}I{cr_e, then, let usblz.ls Sctit;mélxt sonal and political speculations. of their chief magistrate. It embra-}| your ancestors voluntarily brought || tween a willul violation of lhc’Con'
the e‘"d":m:"" of the pfu ];c, sublic ia- || The recent expressions of the public }} ces, likewise, every principle of li- || with them to thie wiiderne®s,.as a | stitution, which could alone be c'yi-—ni-
=~what 18, the iﬂ.ﬂ " tt . ,;p subtects || sentiment, could not be revoked, or ] berty, every security for life, reputa- || birth-vight ; and which the Patriets {} nal, and an honest error in jud m;:r"_
terest—on the impot ;&n thcjlaﬁl supprc'i-’u d: but they theught it tien; and property, evely means of || of the Revolution bestowed upon us, || whieh cannot be imputable,or p?misat;t
Brought before yoU * .ral s,\ﬁgmbly might be‘evaded. The Freemen of knowledge by the freedom of the Jas a Charter of privilege and bene- {}ed, upon impeachment as’ a crime-
Se§sion ‘.’f ;hc (r’-r::;‘tbe ultimate Pgnnsylvaniawcrc,itisn‘u:,enjo.\'ging1 Prtl;lgﬁs, end every guard against the volence. Let us not, thercfore, be {] These might be proper grounds 0}
'rd:a“‘lﬁ%h-‘c C:)nstiu:tion of || liberty, compstence, and content; endroachments of delegated power [{ ensnared by prejudices, nor be de- enquiry in estimating the truth, as )
J““"Slg oy wes desmed mature for jj but, it was theught, they migut }-etl upen pepular mghts, or co-ordinate || ceived by the mere similitude of |{ well as the ‘Wecency of Mr. Steels's
the :.‘at.;,' l?‘ld m::a.sm'cs were, ag- 11)3 taught to believe, thut they were departments, which th wisest states- names. Every nation has its Com- |{ publication; but in the abstract en.
ﬁ:;;y t'akcn, to obtain signathres oppressed, indigent, and \.'-'l’!:}.Chc(!. men could .flcx-ise, In‘pd '!I‘u: most || mon Law. The Commnion Law.ofj quiry, whether the conduct of the
10 a Petition, for the call of a Conven- The People of 1’?“““}'1"3"11 flld not || anxicus patriots co:: d -dewn::.. Sult e.:vcry nation, is the accumulated wis- ,!udges', fm'ms‘;ﬁes an'adequa:e cause
i But this Petition (and we ap- wish to alter their (Jm'ernme‘nt, as || the canstitution of Pennsylvania may || com of its bist men, thr '.-ugh a suc- | f{n' calling a Cgpvcmlon, it is sulfs
tion. I': inhabitants of every Coun-{] 2 benefit to thernselves ; buti 1t was be defective: but are the defects such || cession of ages, settled into known {cient lo. obsarvé; that if Contempts
r;afiatro:. tclunr:.gbm.at;on of the fuct) |{ thought, that they mighrt be I?duccd as de?manr‘; thie corrective of a conven- Tlllts,mﬂxii'ﬂb, and precedents. The of erlt, ouf it no longer to le
did not originate with the People, || to alter it.- as a favor to their £ ncr:_a':. tien .. 'Huve the}" gcner:'ted t,alan‘my _(J{,_mmon Law 0{‘1“];;1;?”(],‘ sl‘.‘1;3pc}i Pun.l.shed by nttachmcnt, the Legis-
- bonoht, word; O deed ; ' nor|{ Ihe gratitude, as well as the pol'tcy oppression. or dl:furde‘r. Ts there ajf of its feudal trappings, is th: admi- 'ature may, by their own authority, N
in thought, W a; been vet bold || of the State, forbad the degradation roincidence of opinion en the points i} ration of the world. The Common || modify, or abolish, the process,
has any mdlv'ldu fit e:éif ),E.\. re- {1 of her Chief Magistrate ; but, it was || of defect, or the modes of reparatien? i} Law of Pennsylvania, isthe commen | without any addilional sanctiens
enough, to avow 1“1H:Inr 11;;\.-;:“ (hougrlit, thut the inconstancy and [{ And o we not incur the risque ofi|law of Ergland, as stripped of its{] lrom a constiturnt Assembly : And,
MMprIORT mmof;:f-g:“mg :,1, l'lle ,m]‘ credulity of human nature, would (| losing a constituticn, positively good| feudal trappings. as ovisinally sui-{} we presume, that. the Maleontents .
) L 'S:“mt " l.m‘:i“ tinely a;mi farnish instruments to agcomplish it. || for tTie mere chance of obtaining a}yted to a colunial condition ; as ‘modi- H will not avow the dewign to render a ~ .
co,\lFmg, it was dc an ._.ri el te {! To these, and similag g ggestions, constitution, hvpothetically betterd, fied by Acts of the General Assem. bare maiority sf the Senate, compe- ;
P.““.duy c“cu‘ftf u'.lll.] 1“&; rff,'-ﬁf | can alone be ascribed the extraordi- The formation of every social com-{i bly; and as purified by the princi- {| teAtto a convietion onimpca—chmcm ; .1
districls of. Cu'ly"}'lha uf‘_ rhﬁd' la,?d nary transactions, which succeed the || pact, depends upon mutuel deference, !l ples of the Constitution. For the [1lest it «hionld be se=n, that the una: ' \
1ok, [:‘ratn“];‘n-’r I}ortth:u;i-[c' nn:I 1;15 {uilure of the project, for an imimedi- || and conciliatory sacrifices ol indivi-}| vavying exigencies of social hic, for || nimity of 2 Jury, in other criminal !
';21;5 wm;:iill: Cauntig;, it was || ate ¢ all_ of_ the Conven'ion. - The |l dual opil:'t‘ion.’ No systembf_ govern- | Fh? ‘_‘—"mf’“’;“‘"d "“’-'—‘“-‘."1}"0f ‘{ﬂ enters Pgﬂﬁcc}liiolw. is, allao, o!moxiuus_ 0
: ;"'onl-y'by a few confidential per- same pnnct_plc, that_ commands c;he- mcx:lt ;;us cver a“)pr;.‘fed‘ m al‘l Ltfl ?l‘l!if\ﬁ’ na‘llan,thc pos‘lgle.acl-.s-ofthdu ch.l: r“f“-rs’ and c}qual_ly the object
oons, until the pub!ication of .the H'jj.lél@l‘lﬁt to the sovervignty of tl\c‘l ¢o- plar-.s, -; th‘nsc wl.m‘u [a:ménl, '(31 ! y .inglt_\ _.n(;ne car; EI‘OV(IJ e little ,lan s 110 ;-\i{n;v;;onzry re o_r:n. ) o )
28ty Februa in a N ewsps Pqﬂh.ple, must alwa)r_s ensure rts')plisttlta‘ :1'“)5‘-c W -on::r..nptr:f |‘t. And we v:‘n~ "". ;'r.-cn. mit-'l |.n t c : ou‘:mon. t;aw, i .[' t _Is eew smé_, tha.t the con-
of Philadelphisgiiade v full i 16+ \ands the depositaries of their autho- j) ture fn B, that no new system | r.tg ts would remain lorever without 1;1‘9 lort\)a power of appointment to
sureef its contents, to the sstenished 4 rity ;3 but, we can no mor_e_‘ltga.rd af] ef government, no scheme u.f modi- || remedies, and wrongs without re- {{ofilce, bestews on the executive the
and insulted Commurity. ‘'he ob- || few members of-_ the Legislature, as h.;;‘p_rm, or amerudnp’;m, \‘.;nll ever iy dress, 1 hlc law of nations, the law {| means pf a;qua1'lng a dangefon_s ine
ject being merely to catch the sem. the Legislature itself, than we c:n unite so great u‘ portion .01. public of mcrcha:ﬂs, the c'uslozns and usa- ﬂucnc_c', a[:}cl thatﬁ the con!itltutior}a]
blance of a popula!‘ wish lor a Cou- t'cgard. a f-w . malco ‘Ecnts, as lae scm:.n:f;n% a.'-.d. :1‘r.\3;.hrr-.crntI h IT!- fﬂ'm:.l gcs—otf trfu.e, and e‘\'cn.me Ia.\"r.oi' e- i‘w_gauvcn th-e:Go.-ernor, _“_I"““ legis-
vention, and the $uare, {or thay pur- '3':r1}' Ui_ the nation. Ve saw, lh-;,jrc- as are u."ufcd n fav'-)r o1 r.v‘: Con!:.;'ltlll. l\?rj foreign country, In re.ld‘lon to |} lative propositions, has bce_n empl.oy-.
pose being thus artfully ‘=t1' the |} fore, with regret, but we repeat with- }{ tion, unger wh‘r.::.u the people of Penn. | transitory contracts, originating Lhelrc wl to retard the progress cf political ’
maalcontents seemad, for a while, to out apprehension, that cven some svlvania now live at}r.l ﬂf,urfsh.. ‘ . b‘ut proscc-u‘_cd here, are p:xrts.of the || Impros¥ement, But the powerof ap-
be devoid of every agprehensien of a }j mem, who were the legislative ho-{f 2. It has been s_:u‘:. in the indefi-3t Common Law G_f Pennsylvania- Ir]| peintment to (?ﬁ‘u:r, can only nroduces
defsat, and ope!i‘.y‘ made srrange- || novs of their country, appeared, at nite rxprassiens ofjzalousy and z2larm, 1 the Common Law, sgenerally jja dangerous influence, where those &
ments for the enjovmentefa viglory. that time, to undertake t'uc_: dlI‘CCll‘:l{: F_h.a’. lvh.: r!cic;;ﬂt:.d powers of the con-{| speaking, not an ‘aCt of Assembly, 'f‘!‘m enjoy lt,. may be sFr-vgd by gra- <
3 the Thodss: 6 iqcf,,.ﬂ,;.[mtl\pcs. a}{of the revolutionary engine. The {| witution, may be p:rvcrtc:! and abu- lhﬂ_assures the tnl‘c,_and tbc pos- ||titude, yet cannot be m_lut'a'q by re-
" Grand Cemmittee was appointed (o House of Representatives, too, un: <= ; but this, a.ho,:sat;'c:nark 30 ge-}) session, of your Farms and your{|sentment. in a free: Republican
receive the sclicitrd Petitions. Hefore der their influence, .-;sum_cd a tone {inetaly (embracing ~qualiy the legis—| _Ionuscg ; that protects yeur persons, bovcrnmc‘gt, the power of appoint-
a single Petition was presented, Te | of superiority ; and, '_cventu:.ally. ‘mo- |} lative, Ll*;c execu’ Ve, and judicial, | your liberty, you: reputation, _i?ror\_;. ment to office can never be made 2 .
gislative business of great moment nopolized the legislative character of power) that it sterkes at the very éx- .wolcm:c; that c?mn-_-s and pu?lsht‘l dangerous instrument of persr‘ma_l "y
. (particularly & Biil to alter the law, || the state. Ior, the memorials recom- istence ot Eml governinents Intruth, Ipﬁ'enf.es ; that regulates the trial b1y _amb:‘uoq ;d;mcg thbse who exeroise
respecting coniempts of Coust) wes mending, as w.ell as opposing the}| the use ¢ power Jn cs-'acrtlal to the ’-l:]tlry ; a1_1d (in 2 word comprehend- ity ave L ependant Upon the candi-
1a:d aside, under the declaration of a }| call of a convention, wery addressed || order and peace ei cociety and the || ing all its attributes) that gives efii- dates whom they veject, as upon the :
leading character, that ¢ the ap-}{to both branches of the General As- haz :‘:j of iis being abused, must,}| cacy to tlyc ﬁ.mdamumul principles of cand_tdatc,,.whom f_hl?}‘: accept 3 and
pmaching Convention, supcrttdcd sembly (to the Senate, as T?cll as to i thercfore, be encountered. Bnr: eve- the Constitution. o ol the nu'._nb;rll ia.nd activity of the for-
the necessity of acting upsun it.” The _ihe House of l{cprcsent?mcs) but }{ ry well reguhtc:‘. system, w.h1_1.c it Iflucp arc the nature and lh:gs_es mer, w_tl! orever exceed t’fje;numb:r N
correspondence cf the membets, ia |ithe House of Representatives, alone. }| confers'power, exac's 1~c3pon5‘1bi!u}r: of the (.A?tnmrjn ,I,.afv, is i1t politic, an(! acu‘nty 'ofthclauc?. 'he trans-
favor of a convention, invited sup- received and considered, approved. arfd no governmeant can, cnn_r.lstcm]y or Wf:tlld IE_bC pmcucablc,.lo .a‘.?an-_ actions of lhc day, evinee the truth
port from their friends : evidently |l oT r.:ondcmeii: denying to the Senate with the other important objects apd {[ don it? Siinply beeause it origina- of this pelitical position.  The cla- .
contemplating an immedia‘e call; | all 1nfu::nimtic_m upon the Sll!l_ll.‘:ct, and {} operations of its institution, be more 111:{1 in Furope, c‘:\.mao't afford a better mourlnfqtscomer.t is 1-':ud_ann} viru- -
and forgctling, that their sacred all participation 1n the ('l::tlsltn). In {| eticient tl‘ns‘ }'ﬁs;acct, t}ta'x thc Co- |} Yeason to tf‘han(_‘m: 1ty than}o re. ]ent, against the present d.istnbut;m
trust was conferred, to prescive, ret this parexism of revolutionary .-;cal, vernment ol Pénnsylvania. 1'hus, || nounce the Englich nnfl the (grr.:man of offizes mfi an exercise of fi‘a
to destroy, the Canstitution : While |} the report of the _g_;rand committee the m.cmhcra of the House of Repre- lflnglln?jc!‘- ; or to abolish the‘ institu- | power ‘Ofapp'emlmem. in opposition
the correspondence of their opvo- waspro\luccd,hcarmgindcllhlc marks || sentatives must annually account to tions of property a.nd Marrage, of || to p:}rt;cular interests, hm,'obv:oml}r
nents, anxiously claimed an expres- of the disappointment and chagrin || their coastituente. The Sf:nate an- || education and. rchg;:on; since they {|furnished _a signature for invective,
sion ofthe sense of ther Constitnents, of its authors. Contrary o the ap- nnally‘ senus one fl.-ur.[h of its memn- |} too, werc c‘.crwcd_ {rom the mere an. and a .r.e;-r.uﬁc.gtc for imposture. But
1o avert the danger of «n inmediate |} proved maxims of Republican Legis- |} bers, in regular rotation, to the or-|| cient civihz~d nations of the world. Wht"“ it is said, that the Lxecutive
dissolutien of the Government,  The l lation, and in contempt of the exclu-} deal of an clections The .l::.;c@ure Messrs, ]ci’f‘crsnn-, W\ }"‘he, and Pen- oug'n't to e (_.lep:‘l'vcd of 1this power, '
Press, likewise, prematurely consi- || sive right of the People, to originate -Magia'r‘ute nnt‘.f:rgf)ea a triennial in- (‘1{:1:0!\ (1?{}1‘7'6?', in rl_-'L.::-':ngc. to ajfwe should, likewise, be told, where
dered the cvent as realized ; for, j} every change in thgir government ; 1rcstigau n of his conduet, at the bar ;| revision of the code of Virginie (for }}it can mere safely, more usefully,
there, the time of assemblijg the | the teport controverts and derides of the pzople; nor can he enjoy the all our sister states have a:;lo[:-tc-(l the |} be d-:pom.tcd. The secret has eoy,
Convention was actually referved o || the sentiments of the majority ; ap- || favers of prpularity, beyond a limited [| Common Law of England, differtng || yet beendivulged : but, Fellow-Cifish®aac |

zens, beware !

eabals of elections for Federal Senas
tors, for State Tr:asurer, for Bank
Directors, will readily consent to en-
daager the purity of the Legislative

| character, by enlarging the sphere

of its patronage, in the appeintent
to office.

Nor can the qualified negative up-
on legislative proceedings, however
beneficial to the public, advance the
popularity, or influence, clthe Chief
Magistrate. It is a power wiselv
created, as an additional security,
for the preservation of the Constitu-
tion, from the encroachments of a

already pessesses a competent auv-
thority to reform every abuss, to
' remedy every defect, 2nd to controul
i every operationy of the Common
Faw! ’

4. Tt has been said, that the judges
“ under colour ol the Common Law
@ have exereised the most daring ty-
“ ranny, and violated .the Constitu:
¢ tion and laws of the State;” and

Popular Assembly, whose numbers
| serve, atonce, to abate gaution, and
to diminish responsibility ; for the
protection of the co ordinate depart-
ments of pevernment, from the ab-
jsovbing tenidencies of legislstive au-
thority 3 and for the prevention of
suddden and dangcrmm innevationsy
upon the laws and habitgefthe com-
raunity.  For all thesepurpases, you
have scen a firm and henourable in-

hence the necessity of a Conventien
has also heeninferrad.  This asser-
| tion anpears under the signa
i Mr. Steele, the President of the
| Senate. It involves eleven of his
fellow Senators (Republicans of in-

VTN
uvre

confidence of the Peaple. In depict-
ing the cemmon Law, they have ran-
sacked the cells of Monks ; they have
pillaged the Immnber of Colleges : they
" have revived the follies of a super-

'ivcnerable Code of thefaffectipns and *

i

had heen fuirly tried ; and of-which

stitious age ; and they have brandish-

but, in all this rage of research, they

ed th= rigours-of a military despotism: |

» charge
-9 s e e—

of

flexible political and peraonal integri-
ty) in the imputation af perjury,
for voting in favour of the impeach-
el Judges; and it charges thore
Judges with a crime, for which they

they had been lawfully .acquitted.
But we will not enter into'a discirs-
sion of the question, to \%‘hiqh the

defers) whellier ke Judges ol the Governor,

terpasition of the power, during the
present administration ;  but you
| nave,'also. seen, that (raising a host,
Alin opposition to an individual) nn
| vespect for the power, as vested by
tthe copstitution ; ne delerence for
the claims of conscience, as involved
{ 1D exercizing it; no coensideration of
'. pcm_q_nal wisgom and worth; es dus
to the Magistrate him=elf; nor any
sense of decoruin, as inspired by his
censtituents; could deter the Mala
contents fromresorting to this graund
as the strong held of their opera-
k tiansy against the oflicial reputation

it be asked,

-t
-

There is not jam. o
houest Dolitician, who, hearing the 75




