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DISP-UT-E

To give the whole of' me dcbtte*‘r’hm
taken ph.co«on th&nsjﬂt of ngn-

eation wich Grear-Britain, would ogc ‘fg

the Register for- several months.

subject is, however, tqo i ant to be
assed over. The heacls ot the debai-

will, therefore, be Figens and where. 3

st  Mecessary ¢ renl:ghten the :

ject, eutire speechies.  The Debate
merced i committee of the wholé ¢
state’of: the -union, on the 5k tmtqm

Mr, Gregg' s‘i‘esolu ion, in the followiog,

words., ha.\rmg been rea.d«-i- ‘ )

# Wherus Qrelt_ tai )fm-
presses citizens of the Unu,e;l btat’e ,
and compels them ‘to serve dn boara
her shipsof war, and also seizzg and,
cendemns Yclack h:.'longmg to" Titi-
z&s o[ the Umled' Statc*. and’ their
cargoes being the f&g propert§
of Amemcan ety { contrabana
of war, and not’ 'edm » to places
besfeged or Iiﬁx.kaded *undcr the
pratcxt ‘of their being. engaged i
time of war in & trade With her eae-
mies which was not alloWCd in time
of pea-::t $ ;
« And whereas the govemmcnt o'
the Uaited Btates has repeatedly re
monstrated to the  Briish govera- {4
ment against these injurics, and dc-
moanded satisfaction therefor, but
witho effect, )

& Therefrre Refo!sed, that untile-.
quitable and satsfaclory arrange-
ments on these points sha'l be made
between the two governments, it is
expedient that from and after the —
day of next, no goeds, wares or
merchandize, of the growth, preduc!
or manufacture of Great-Britain, or:
of any of the colonies or dependen-
exes thereof, ought to be imported
38to the United States. Provided ||
howesver that whenever arrangements
deemed satisfactory by the President |
of the United States shall take place, |
it shall be lawfai for him by proecla-
maation to-fix a day on which lh: pre-
hibition aforesaid shall cease.”

Mr. GrEGG, after cengratulating
th= house on their having at length
taken up the subject, spoke of the
injuries which this country had expe-
ricnced from both Spain and Great-
Britsine The formery- from the
manly spirit with which they had
been resisted, had been checked, and
an amicable adjustment of the peints
in dispute secmed likely to take
place ; but, netwithstanding the re-
peated remonstrances of -our govern
ment with DBritain, there was ne
room to expect an sccommodation,
until we resort to such measures as
would make her feel our importance
to her, as the purchasers and consu
mers of her manufactures, und ef
the creat mjuvy she will sustain thro’
a total privation of our friendship.

This, it must be acknOWIedng, is
a very important sabject, and ‘one
which cannot fail to engage the ear
nest attention, not only of this com
mittee, but must also excite the anx-
1ous solicitude of every member of
the community. 'On the course we
may now take, ofl the measures we
My now pursue, willin a great mea-
sure depend, in my view, the deter-
mination of the quustion, whether we
are to be a free and independent na-
tion ! Or whether we are to surren-
der that boasted pritilege, and tame

ly submit to such indignity and op-
pression, as our forcfathers even in
their swte of colenization, would
have resisted with mdignatmn.. In
the dlscusswn of a gnestion of such
magniude, in which we are all so
materially interegted, and on -which
the honour and«true interest of our
country so vhuch depends, I trust we
shall dives: ourselves of all party
feelings, whetber arising from our
diferent pursnits in life, from geo-
graphical distinctions, or from poli
tical considerations, so that our deci-
sion may be the result of a sound
]u dgment, uninfuenged either by
improper partiality or'prejudice.
From the hostile conduct of the
Dations to which I have alluded, and
from the pointed nnes in which
the Presitent has r&gmmcnded pre-
pa: ations for dt"encc, an idea appeirs
to havs cone forth that we are to be
immediately engaged i in war. ‘This
opinion has received’ ad<rrronal cur-
rency fram a report made by astlect
cemmittee of ‘the house, recom-
mending an appropriation of money
v a considerable amount, for: the

V BRI [‘ AIN. | H‘l' ‘mts, and for bulldgn%gun"hdats and |

& hould

-Htmpna jon for guu-boats, te relieve

| heve, from-ail rhe information I have

ships of the 'lines Did my 'sentis
nents nccord with " this oplnion, I
l"tamly give this report my
‘euntenance, so far as respeets for-
rﬁtl bs, which from their situati-
p are‘thought to be canable’ of af-
riding any substantial protectmn.
\ n as thmgs are, I may perhe

e mduccd to voie in favor of the ap-'

ne ‘ahxiely el so?:: of our fellow-
'itizéns, whose dlarms appear to be
! reatly cmcrted" “and 'because T be-

een able to (ollect from raval anﬂ
.,nlutary gentl= tnen,s gun<Hoaty whil|
- fiord ‘the most éfeal protection, {
n the cgvent of eur bemg compelied
) ha’ve recourse (o defensive mea--
ares, by any oteurences that may
herealter taks place.’

Bul here 1 musi be permitted to
Jeclare that [ have no apprehensions
vhatever of a war. The present sis
.1atien of the nations of Eumbe fur-
isfies Mo grounrl for entertaining
cach apprehensigns.  Their present
ngagemenlts furvish ample employ-
aent for all their resources, both of
nen and moncey. I'hc imporiant
_ontest which now occupies theirat-
‘=ntion, is not likely o be brought
‘0 a speedy tormination, Even ifthe
ninor powgts ghould withdvaw from
he canfederacy, (there is no pros-

they respectively octupied at the
comnencement of the present cam-
saign.  The scene of Boulogne will
probably be acted over again.  The }}i

jeet of one nation mu t be employed
in guapding its enasis against an.in-
vasiof'by the army of the other. “In

'his situation neither will be disposed
to add to the namber of their ene-
miest’. Great-Britain derives some
advantege frem that predatory war
which she permiis and autherises te
he garried on agamst onr coinmerce,
and she also experiences some con-
venience in manning her navy, from
the facility with which deficiencies
are supplied by impressments of our
seamen frem on board our trading
vessels. -Inaterest and convenience
willinduce her to pursue this «ystem,
30 long as we disiover a disposition
o yicld implicit sabmission ; butlet
us once tell her in the proud spirit
of independence., that we wiil no fon. |
ser suumit to this indigut y and op-
aression. and we will find the prac-
ice relinquished, and our fellow-ci-
tizens liberated frum that degrading
hondage in which they are now held,
wnd restured to their country and
friends. Great-Britaid 18 teo weli
versed in the busintss of cala ulation
ind 100 wel ecquainted with herows
nterest o petfevere in this [nWess
system, at the' hazard of losmg Cu4-
omers, whose annualpurcheses of
her manufactures and cther merehan-
lize, exceeds, 1 believe, thirty mil-
ons of doilars.
In searching for materials to sub
ntjate the facts siated in the pre-
amble to the. resofution, it is cnly
n-cessary to refer to the histoy of
the condu-t of the British govern
met towards us for a very short pe-
viod. By turning over a few pauves
ot that HListory we, will find, that a
large number of our fellow-citizens
have been forcibly  taken [rom: their
homes (for his ship i3 a seaman’s
home) have been put on beard Bri
tish ships of war, and compelled to
fight her ba t'es against a powgr, be-
twixt whom and their government
there exists no diffgrence. The ge-
neial notor iety of this truth precludes H
the necessity of a ‘reference to any
particular documents to prove the
cortectness of the statement. Was
such a reference necessary, I rmghl
point to a repert from the depart-
rment of stats made’ at the last sessi-
on of Congress. - In that report we
find, tha: at that lime fifteen hun-
dred and thirty-eight persons claim-
ing to be American citizens, had
been able to extend their application
for relief to their pwn goverment;
and #@eh Great Britain claim=d
some Of these as her subjects, agree-
ab]y to her doctrine of non.-expatria-
tion, the great mass was ackuow-
ledged te be Americans, for whose
detention no other cause ceuld be as-
gded. but  because she  stood” in
of their service. Andis it not |
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1 people had

alive.

’lhc energy of,
to be exerted, and its purse to be

ope ned, so that no means to6 obtain||to E scover any principle to wartant’

rine.

forc:bl
t.on o

was ‘but A qmaﬂ propomon of

tho were sctually i &
ing. chtnged frem ship to slup, and |
the vessel§’ in which they are fi
{ quently cﬁmgmg their stiition, guard-
¢d with the: most scrupulous attenti-
on, it ;s ;Imoct 1mpombi¢ for them
| ln find aﬁy opportunity ef -applying
own government, or any o

'to thelg
'This w this flagrant violation

o f eur rights as meu:, and as citizens
of an mdependent nation, certainly
demgnds the interpositien of govern-
To what cause are. we to
cribe the neglect with which thes
unforunate men hnvj‘becn treated ! ?
hen some ot our
mufortunc to be
made - pnsonerbp&édthe Algerines,

relief.

ment,

A few years Y

and at a later

the

the liberty of the captives might be
left untried. Succes
these endeavours, °
were unfortunately slaves, are now
enjoying their freedom. I
respect 1 would ask, does the situa-
tion of those who have been impres-
sed from en board.their own vessels,

pect of a speddy peace betwixt the |jand who are forcibly detained on|{whele system of herconduct, dis- |
{:wo gteat iival nations. . They will || board British ships of war, ciffer!|cover a mamfelt mtenuon, figed §
no dou't soon return to the situatien {) from the Algerine and Tripolitan|’ determination ta te the rdin Y

prisomers. So far as respects the go-
verament, the infringement of its
rights are greater in the former than
The situation of !}
the indiividual is nobetter. A wound
inflicted by a British cat of nine tails,
is not less severely felt, then if it had |
proceeded from the lash of an Alge-|!
The patient submission with|'
which we have so long endured this, has declared to be unlawful.
flagrant outrage on the feelings of |
humaiity and on the hongf of our
country, m
nishment o

in'the latter case.

he whi

been that of distress,

aggressions on their

to be déemed satisfactory.

many observations.

10 cogent;

governoment under it ?
»f liberality. and friendship?
nation ?

and the fair and honornble

answer in the affirmative.

Turpow of erecting fortifications for

A defauce of gue ports- and har

R
-..

Ha Iak* prasumptmn that this mmbc: ﬁ

mp?cssed

" when some o-
'thers fell inte the hands of the Tri-
politans, the feelings of the govern-
ment and of th? whole country were
All voices gnited in requiring
governmet

‘has crewned || di
those :who

In what

world®d but
must also hwe impressed thewm very
an idea of the modera-'
ourng-ovcrhmem., and of ics|
sirong  predilection for peace. I}
trust, hewever, we will now shcw|
tht:m, \that there is a point be‘md[
whieh we will not suffer, that even
although we may not think it advisa- |
ble to make reprisals, we will at lean
withdraw weur friendly intercourse ||
from that government, whose whole|
| system of conduct towards us has
and degrada
rion ;3 and that as the business is now
taken up, it will be pursm.d walh zeal |
and arder, uatil relief is ext
to this unhappy class of suncrcrq.;
and security obtained against similar | ever couniry
persons in
ture, by such arrangements as ought

ihave exc:tedthqrastoq1 ers, who have fixcd their residence

In relation to the capture and con-
demnation of our vessels, contrary to
what I censider, and to what I veri-
ly believe to be the law of nations, I
(| shall not detain the committee with
I bave no in-
tention of enteling into a discusaion
of the abstract qucstion, whether
trade is ]usuﬁahle in war, which is
not open in time of peace, | T wish
on!y teobserve; that on the princ IPIES'
of reason and justice, and from such |
authors as I have had an opportunity |
of consulting, the right for which we
contend does appedf to me to be
clearly established. In some late ’rterc-t of the one is promoted by the
publications this questinn has receiv- || success of the othes.
ed a very luminous and ample dis-!!
cussion, and the right insisted on by ' be extremely’ cauuous how they suf-
| us has been placed on such ground, «' fer that ‘kind c.f"igﬂousy to grow up
and supported by reagoning so clear, !
and so conclusive, that!
Great-Britain, with all. her boasted
talents, will find it extremely diffi~, l
cult to find answers for them.

But even admitting the British
doctrine to be correcty, what, I would
ask, has been the conduct ef that
Has it been
that of & nation actuated by motives.

been that of a civilized and mhsned
Has it been such as ]usuu

ment has given as a right to expect ? || wodid
No person, 1 think, is prepared to' bc '

nractised on during the last, nor for”, while taey confine themselves withi

some time after the commencement - the acknowledged law.

of the present war. I willnot under. | think they are entitled 1 ¥

tlke&biolmcry wszy Lhn. ﬂuy rehn--. And in aﬁ'ordmg this Tbtmg Iy,
: _ . - AR 45 i

; uhed lt, but the trade wh:ch ity
how prohabnts was perm:urd to hs
cammn to a great extent withot
. ahy ititerruption from thieir cruizerd!
dﬁbert allured by thie préspect of:
{ gain, were induced toféngage in- the
profitable business, and suppoam\y
 themselves safe under the protectior,
of |} of law, had thein vessels and effect:
seiged to a large &mount.,. The,cap |

perty way to the;u‘he first promyi-
gation of the Jaw.. lgnoranceqf wha'

1lng navigation' to_a cortam, extent,

1" he mainte Sace. -of . men, o

ture and condempation of tl'»elmpm 4'

[ bravery. an cxemqns in lﬁcm @ qﬂ
| war, we must al ways re! wr-ry mugh
{! or our defence. On ‘su 52

iL was Jmposnblo for them to know
was imputed to them as a crime, an¢'

honotable dependance pin. the jus:
h: of a govirnment pro"emntmtr'
friendly, was ptosecuted with bena!-
ty and forfeiture. ;

But even mdepcm‘cm Wbur _\ils
complaint ‘arising from: this - princi-
ple,
‘brought into operation, how has tha
government conducted in relation to

i‘

captures, in which after the mos.
i{ minute investigation, ail th rent
ity, of her courts have not » abls

th@condemnation. The perplexing
ulties, the vexatious delaysyand ]
the enormous expence attending thi"

{t:secutmn of a claim through every- 1

most insurprou
way for obtainmg ]usuce. In-fact, ||
all- her commercial maxims; and the

of the commerce? our country.. 3
I am aware that many of the cap-]
tures and: condemnations, of which
we have heatd such loud eomplaints.
| are. strictly warrantqd Ly the law o
| nations. _An immoderate desm: o
| gain very Trequently Téads the, mer-
' chants to engage in a trade, which
'the universal consent of all nation-
Thi-
observation will, however, perhaps
| apply with more proprie'y to foreign-

among us, to enjoy the advantag: |
' of trading under our neutral vights.

than to the real American merchant.

This dt:-tcrlpt*'cn of men, under no
(infleence of patriotism, and too gen-

erally unrestrained by any principles
of justice, p._u sue 1he1rnhject, whiol -

ly regardless of the interest of our

country, or of any injurious‘conse-

quences to which it might be’ sub-
jected through their misconduct. 1

have no idea of involving my country
in any diiiicul'y on account of these
,mnplc ov their trade. As they are

| citizens of the world, equelly attach-
ed to everycountry, I would ‘always
willingly surrender them to be pun-
ished according to the laws of what.
thev might be Tound
transgressing.  But in withholding
protection from these lawless adven

turers, let us not withdraw it firom
the real American merchant. - Act

ting from motives of patriotism as
well as of gain, he combines his
own interest with that of his coun-
rry. - While he is  accumulalings
wealth to himself, he is adding
the revenue aund:riches of his- coun=
try, and while Le s sesarc hmggm
market for. the productions of ;the
farmaers, he is discovering snmethmg
that may ¢ ah'llmtc to their conve-
nience and gomfort: He is a neces-
sary link in the chain of oursecicty,

There is a mutual dependance be-
twixt him and the farmer. The in-

nded{

fu-

This being
dasses should

the case, these t

betwixt them, lhab‘ﬂght eventually
ty to them both.
Nor would T have it mferred from
| any thing that T have said, that I am
going 16 be an advocate for the pro-
tection even of American mcrchmts,
in that wild; éltt,ravaga.nt carrying
trade,. to - whiéi: some. of 'thtm ap-
pear to extend their views. I shail
 never agree to risk thc peace and
u{c}y oi the nation in sur'h a cause.
oubt 3l cases, or where the
ot perfectlyiciear, if they
ark their propcﬂy, let it
.,;wn hazard.  Butin car-

. ry_m the direct trade of vur coun.

Has it.

govern- || hw yas

N7

It does’.

net appcar that the:principle was | try, and even in the carrying trade,|

gparentl) new, thus unjusthv §

ge of its progress, place an aly}{ gach
le barrier in the §}

But'it isesa

{ Uhis can «nly. be done by pissesting.

18 weke a stand. -

—— e =~ L

. aLe it thﬁ wcnr.-. permng !herel‘.t .
raterest of the country. B, eherishe ;

Q &

‘we secure 1o oul‘sehcs at’ ‘h[l umcs—r“
che means of procurmg a ‘ma‘rkct
or such & ticles as we have fot ; kﬁ'
we iurmﬁh means of .1 f : %
‘ustry, and we  mak

ﬁw

almo‘ exprmmnmpn shettertbun
. find,, them pxpresa;e«,} ! ‘%{,‘P" 13
-nade by the present "Chief } 4gis-
whllc Secretary of Siau;,l an

I consic ‘et s dcc[uaur
he true intevests of the ﬁlhoq I
kall :hf'elnrc e -the liber ot
reading a parihpph pﬁ{m“ rrpprh. -

S (lrﬁat s navngat‘a‘f) asu bmdi o
of industry is valuable,—b b
source of defence, eesentiale
18 a branch of mf’.ustr}, iie
9y the dclmndcnce 50 fhe!
Dmn;he“ on it, in trme 3

e “_5.{;\& ywe upt mthm. 0

fes the "means of lnﬁsrm!l—_
Jion, our‘proguce must be’ exporied -

n belligerent vessels, &t the encria= = 3
sod cxp»ﬂd of war freight and insu- -
ri@ce, and the articles which wil¥age,
brarthat,. t perish on our hands
ourék for  delence
%at curnavigation willadmit, neithe
glect. or ﬁnbbearmte. .T ! 1 '

7'~'-.-M_=r1.'r—?-._-u'.~.-rm" - -

dlld hoaid‘ and nnthlng todem
vand their present nghti. B&t
beir sea-board they are opén o
ury, and they heve there; too,
commerce that must be' pmtcﬂe{l..

a respectable body of citizen hamd‘iy,{
amid of artists snd eetablishments in
readiness for ship building.”
From this vevy bricf view of th
conduct of the Briish guvernmi
fowavds us. and I have coinfined
merely (0 he points stated fin &w
prexmble to the reéselution ; every
candid, every upprejudiced pe rsen, §
think nust acknow ledge, hat we Al T
dt‘uﬂ:l at-a crisis ; tha: we Ray g ~.
reached a penoil et which the hond ', 7
the interestd® ‘and | the public sen{j-
ment of the ceuntry so fitas it h ag” |
been expressed, call loudly on ug
,The evil we v ave -
almeady suffaivd is gre iy and v jg i
progressing, Like a cencerous ¢ ome -
plaint itis penetratineg still deeps 1
wards our vitals = While we yield
yeur aftér year, Grew Beitain a ivan«
ces stap by step 3 yetahittle jopgep
and our cammerce will be ann’ hilated -
and our independence subve ted.
Here the great duificully presents.
iteelfe. What are the presper ugps e -'
10 be taken, i‘rhat measur:s that we -

. preve’a sonrce of distrews and calami- |

can adopt will be most huly 10, ef- -
:ct the objcct we have In view, and
f its operation produce the smalles
aficonyenience to ourwelves? © [ have
‘Yeflected much on 1his subj»ct.\ 4
have considered, so far as | wWas Ca-
pable, the bearing which every mea-
sure, which I bave 'neard proposed,
would have on it. 'The result of my
reflectians is, thut under all thc cirs
cumsta®tes of the casey the resolus =

tion which is now the subput of im= R
mediate discussion cught tabe adopt-.
ed. What is the rm!ut?ﬁn what
does it say? It uddresses G. Britain |
in this raild and moderate, tho’ mane .
1y and firm language : * You have B
insulted the dignity of gur country by '
Impressing our seamen, and come o
pelling them to fight your battles am "

gainst a nation wuh whom we are at
peace ¢ You have . plundered us oﬁ
much proper:y by that _pr;dn;m’y
war which you authorise to de car~“§
ried on against our commicree, 3 TQ :
gse injuries, insults, and’ e
n we will submit no longer: W& .
do not, howcver, wish to destroy t‘hat L
friendly . intercourse that ought ta
subsist bet Wixt nations, connected. by
the ties of cemmon intevest, 1o which
several considerauons seem 10 give
bpeculiar strength. The: citizens of =
our country and the m.g«:u of vouts,
from the “long ha .

ngt;m‘,
ectio

b

' ‘mah o~ preserye their  intercourse

their mutud wants; he

“To prevent




