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: Debate on the mencetent breathe nothing: but [} The cargying trade. What part of (| now camed on for the mpst part. mﬁ y his arabamn dtmtcd a,gqmst you,

ﬂ‘iptlch though they plunge us'@t last {{it? - The fair, the honest and the || fleetswswhere in single ships- théy || as the’ Mediterrancen to. the power

‘4  DISPUTE with G. nﬁTAIN . : g y

into war. It has been well observed || useful trade, that is engaged in car- || are stout and well armed<—very dif || of the Cesars, Dol mtlh (when X

\e Mz. Grecg® "R“‘“‘“‘"“'-'.: | by the gentleman from Pennsylvania {|rying dur own productions te foreign || ferent f&?m the s'ate of her trade[|say so) ta crouch: te the invader?’

4 i £ behind me (Mr. J. Clay) that the markets, and bringing back their || during®he American war, whep her || No-=I will meet him-at the ‘waters -

4 Continued from.our last. situation of this nation in 1793, was [|productions in exchange ?  No, Sir.}| merchantmen bame the. prey of || edge, and fight eyeﬁmc*u,f ground

2 Mr. J. Cry was opposed to the J}in every respect dlﬁ'crcnt from that || It is that carrying trade’ which co-{/ paltry privateers. Great Britain has Aroor thence to the Mississi But
B passage of this’ resolution, btcm: in which it finds itself in 1806. Let || vers enemy property, and carries}] been too long at war with the three | afu:r tanfely submitting fo an out- | §

if carried into eﬁ'ert, it would n&cg me ask, too, if the sltuatldi of {|the coffee, .the sugar, and other | most powerful maritime nations of.}|rage on your domicile, will yoa bauls _-- ;
2 greater means in the hands of G.||England is not since mater:all} West India products te the mother Europ«; not to have learnt how tol|ly and look big at an insult on yout )

W Britain of injuring us than she al- changed? Gentlemen, who, it would country. No,- Suf, if this great a. [| protect her trade. She can afford _ﬂag 3,000 miles off? Lt b .

,Q ready u&ses, for while we ared) aPpeer from their language, have |{gricultural nation is to be governed CORYOY to it all—-she has 800 ships || -But, nr, Lhave ayet mm

¥ prohibited from imporiing her ma- f| not got beyond the horn-book of |[[by Salem and Boston, N:w-York {in commission, the navies of her || regson against gomg to. qur,”fn: &hc

; nufactures, 'she will.be atliberty to|

itk receive our produce, which \v:ll ac.
T cumulate ‘in the hands of thé British
merchants, and they will have no
means of paying for it; and he
doubted even, at present, whether
3 there were not greater sums due to
this country from G. Britain, thau
there are recoverable debts due from

: American citizens to them. He al-

not be carried into effect, as the ar-

L ticles we get from G. Britain, could
not be got from any other dountry.
But the greatest injury’ it would ec-
casion was the dqpu'uctwn of our
revenue.

* Mr. CROWNINSHIELD spoke in
favour of the resolution. 'He said
the balance of trade wigh G. B. was
betwixt 11 and 12 milliéns, against
‘ us, which we had to make up by re-

ol mittances in cash or bills from other
countries ; when if we did not pur-

ehase to a greater amnunt than we
sell her, this amount would be rve-
turned to the United States, probably
in cash from -other European Na-
tions. He had no idea that jhe pro-

sition would have an inj u# ious ¢f

g:r, on this eountry, but would ma-
terially affect the country it is aim-
ed at. But.it is said it will lead to

war. He had no such idea, but if

it did, the United States would have
greatly the advantage. Our priva-
teers would make two captures to
their one. He hoped however, the
resolution would never go into effect,
but that the British would give us
back the property they have wrong,
fully taken from us, and liberatc
our seamen. But if Britain persists
in her captures and impressments,
he would not hesitate to meet her in
war, In such an event, she knows
that she would lose her Lastern pro-
vinces Canada and Nova Scoiia.

She knows also that her subjects
would . lose immense sums which
they hold in our government stock.
Knowing this, he had no doubt, when
Britain saw the proposed measure
adopted, she would come to terms,

Mr. J. Raxporrpu. I am ex-
tremely afraid, sir, that so far as it
mizy depend on my acquaintance
with details connected with the sub-
ject, I have very little right to ad-
dress you, for in truthy I have not
yet seen the documents from the
Treasury, which were called for
isome lime ago, to direct the judg-!
ment of this house in the decisicen
of the question now before you : and
indeed, after what I have this dav
heard I no longer require that docu-
ment or any other document—in-
deed I donot know that I ever should
have required it---to vote on the re-
solution of the gentleman from
Pennsylvania. If I had entertained
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removed by the sty

fricitds of the resoluu
morning discussed it. [am perfect-
lv aware, that on entering upon
this subjeet, we go into it manac!ed
--handcuffed, and tongue ied;
gentlemen know that our. lips are
sealed on subjects of momgl'ltous
foreign relations, which are indisso.
lubly linked with the present ques-
tion, and which would serve to throw
A great light on it in every respect
relevant to it. I will, however, en-
deavor 10 habble over 'the subject,
as well as my fettered limbs and
Palsied tongue will enable me to

which the
have this
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g do it,-

| I am not surprised to hear this

-;:r:. resolution discussed by its friends

o ai a war l'\':lta.slll‘c. Fhey say (it is
n'.’ _ :rm) that it is not a_ war measure ;

D ops ut they defend it on prmctp'les

108, which would justily nene but war

B! muaurcs, and seemed pleased withy
S, . the idea that it may pI‘OVC the. fore.

tunier of war.  If waris NECessary---
*f we have reached this point, let us

_\l' war.  But while 1 heve life, 1
%l never consent to lhosclnmpu:m

so insisted that the resolution would |

politics, talk 'of our ability w0 cope
with the British navy, and tell us of
the war . of our revolution. What
was the situation of G, Britain then ?
She was thencontending for the em-
pire of the British channel, barely
able to maintain a doubtful equality
with her enemiesjfover whom shc
never gained the superrority until
Rodney’s victory of the 12th of A+
pril.
The combined fleets of France,
Spain, and Holland are dissipated,
they no jonger exist.
prised to hear men advocate these
wild opinions, to see them goaded
on by aspirit of mercantile avarice.

| straining their feeble strengthito ex-

cite the natiohto war, when they
have reached this stage of infatua
tion, that we-afe an over match for
G. Britain on‘the ocesn, Itis mers
waste of time to reason with such
persons. They do not deserve any

+ thing like a setious refutation. The

proper arguments for such states-

men are a strait waistcoat, a dark

room, water gruel, and depletion.
It has always appeared to me

sidered, and maturely considercd
before we can be prepared to vote
for the resolution of the gentleman
from Pennsylvania. First. Oura-
bility to contend with Great Britain
Tor th&question in dispate ¢ Second.
lye The policy of such a contest :
and Thirdly, In case both these
shall be settled affirmatively, the
manner in which we can, with thei
greatest effect, re-act upon and an-
noy our adversary.

Now the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts {Mr. Crowninshicld) has
scttled at a single sweep, to use one
of his favorite expressions, not oply
that we are capable of contending
with Great PEritain on the ocean,
but that we are actually her superior.
Whence does the géntleman deduce
this inference ?  Because, truly, at
that time when Great Britain was
not mistress of thc ocean, when a
North was her prime Minister and
a Sandwich the first Lord of her ad-

any doubts they® would have been |

Wap LN TP which, in thcu‘ coms

muralty, when she was governed by
a counting house administration,
privateers of this country trespas.
sed on her commerce. So, too, did
the cruizers of Dunkirk at that day.
Suffrein he!d the mastery of the In-
dian seas. But what is the case
‘now? Do gentlemen remember
the capture of Cornwallis on land,
because De Grasse maintained the
dominion of the ocean?! To my
mind no position is more clear, than
if that we go to war with Great
Britain, Chavleston and Boston, the
Chesapeake and the Hudson will be
invested by British squadrens. Will
you czil on the Count de Grasse to
relieve th~m, or shall we apply to
Amiral Gravina, or Adiniral Villen-
euve to raise the blockade? But
you have not only a prospect of ga-
thering glory, and what seems to the
gcntleman from  Massachusetts,
much dearer, profit, by privateering,
but you wiil be able to make a con-
quest of Canada and Nova Scotia.
lndeed ! Then, sir, we shall catch
a Tartar. 1 confess, however, I
have no destre 1o see the Senators
and Representatives of the Canadian
French, 'ar of the tories and refu-
gees of Nova Scotia sitting on this
tloor, or that of the othier House--
h'Fo sce them  becoming members
of the union, and participating e-
qually in our political rights. And
on what other principle would the
centleman from Massachusetts be
for incorpgrating those provinces
with us ? lﬁ' on what other princi-
ple could it be done under the consti-
iation ! If the gentleman has no o-
ther bounty 1o cffer us for going to
war, than the incorporation of Can-
ada and Nova Scotia with the United
States, 1 amfor remsiug at peace.
What is the question in dispute ?

What is her present situation %

I am not sur- |

that thereare three points to be con- |

e

t Britain, on the law eof

| vulnerabie point,.

«nd Philadelphia, and Baltimore. nd
Norfolk and Charleston, let gen

uen come out and say so ; and lct a
committee of puilic satety be ap-
pointed from -those towns to carry
on the government. I, for one,
will not mortgage my property and
my liberty to carcy on this trade.
The nation said so seven years ago,
I said sothen, and 1 say so now.j
[t'is not for the hounest carrying'
trade of America, but for this mush-

room, this fungus of war, for a
trade which as soon as the nations
of Europe are at peace, will no lon-|
get exist, it is for this that the|
spirit of avaricious traffic would |

¥

enemies are anhihilated.
war has presented the new and curi
®us political spectacle of a regular
annual increase (and to an immense
‘oum) of her imports prom:
and tonnage and revenue all the
insignia of © accumulating wealth,
whilst in every former war, without
exception, these have suffered a
greater or less diminutions = And
wh_céefore ? Because she has driven
Frafice, Spain, and Holl.nd from
the ocean. Their marine is nc
more. I verily believe that ten
English ships of the line woild no:
decline a meeting with the combined
fleets of those nations. I forewarn
the gentleman fiom Massachuserts
d his constituents of Salem, that

plunge us into war.

I am forcibly struck on ﬂis oc- |
casion, by the recollection a re-'
mark made by one of the ablest Tif,
not the honestest] ministers that|
England ever produced. I mean
sir Robert Waipoley who said that |
that the country gentlemen % poor
meek souls !) came up every year
o be sheured---that they laid mute
and patlerl whilst their ficeccs were
takmg off—but that ii he touched a
single bristle of the commercial in-
leresty, the whole stye was inan up-
roar—It was indeed shearing the
hog—¢¢ great cry fiad litije wool.”'—

- But we'are asked, are!we wiiling

2
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'all their golden hopess are vain.

1
forewarn them of the exposure of
their trade beyond the Cape of Good
Hope (or now doubling it) to cap.
ture and confiscation—of ther,unpro-
tected sea port towns, exposed to
contribution or bombardment. Are
we lobe legislated into war by a set
of men, who in six weeks afenr its
commencement, may be compellca
to take refuge with us yp in the
country.® And for what? A wmere
fungus, a mushroom prcdnctlon o!
war in Europe, which will disappear
with the return of peace---an unfair

to bend the neck to England ; to
submit to her, outtages? No, Siry
I answer, that it ‘wjll be time enough
for us tq tell, gentlemen. what we
will do to 1 ate the violaton ofy
our flagson the oceam; when they |
shull have told us what they ha.,Ve*
done, in resefitment of the vmlutlonl
of the actual territory of the United |
States by Spain—the true territory
of the UmtofSta es, Not your new
fangled ‘coymlry overthe Mississipyi,
but good old United States—part of
Georgia, ofihe old thirtecn states—
where citized$ hase been tuken, not
fro.n our shiffs, but from .ur actual
territory. When genticmen have
taken the padlock trom our mou hs,
[ shall be ready to tell them what I}
will do, relative to our disj:ute with
naiious, en
ontraband, and such stuft.

I have another objection to  this
course of proceeding. Great Britain,
when she sees it, will say the Ameri-
can people have great cause of dis-
satisfuction with Spain. She will see
by the documents furnished by the
President, that Spain has outraged
our territory, pirated upon our com-
merce and imprisoned our cliizens ;
and she will enquire what we have
done ? It is true, she will receive
no answer, but she must XKrow
what we have not done. She will
see that we have not repelled these
outrages, nor made any addition to
our army and navy—ncr even clase
sed the miliua. No, sir, not one of
your militia Generals in politics has
marshalled a single brigade.

Although I said it would be time
enough to answer the question which
gentiemen have put to me when
they shall have answered mine, yet,
as 1 do not like long prorogations 1}
will give them an answer now. 1
will never consent Lo go to war for
that which 1 cannot protect. I
deem it ro sacrifice of dignity to say
to the Leviathan of the deep, weare
unable to contend with you in your
own element, but if you come with-
in our actual limits we will shed our
last drop of blood in their defence.
In such an eventI would feel, not
reason, and obey an impulse which
never has---which nevercan deceive
me.

France is at- war with Englani,

of Europe no greater than it is on
ocean. How would she make her
cnemy feel it ?
perfet non conductor between thems.
So with the United Sta.=s and Eng-

suppose her power on the contmrnt{

Hand—she scarccly presents to us a
Her commerce i

! trade.

There would be a}

For is there a man so credu-
lous as to believe that we possess a

|tap1tal net only equal to what may

| be called our own proper trade, but
Flarge enough alse to transmit 1o the
respective parentitat::s for the vast
and wealthy products of the French.
Spanish and Dutch colonies? _"Tis
ibeyond the belief of any rauon%l be-
mg. But this is not my anly objec
tion to entering upon this Cnaval
warfare. I Bm averse to a naval
war with any nation whatever, 1
was opposed to the naval war of the
last administration, and I am as
ready to oppose a naval war of the
present administration, should they
muditate such a measure. "What !
shail this great Mammoth of the
American forest leave his n@tive ele-
ment and plunge into the water in a
mad contest with the shark. Let
him beware that his preboscis is net
bitten off in the engagement. Let
him stay oo shore, and not be exci-
ted by the muscles and periwinkles
on the strand, or political bears, in
a boat to venture on the perils of the
deep.  Gentlemen say, will you not
protect your violated rights ?  And I
say, why take to water, where youn;
can neither fight nor swim.
at France, sce her vesscls s?ealmg
from port to porton their own coast;
and remember that she is the first
military power of the earth, and as
a naval people second only 'o Eng-
land. Take away the British navy,
and France to-morrow is theityrant
of the ocean.

This brings me to the second point,
How far is it politic in the United
States to throw their t.into the
scale of France at this tiine ; 3 from
whatever motive, toaid the views of
gigantic ambitiony to make her mis-

you may help to erush Great Bntam

you may assist in breaking down’

her naval dominion ; but yems cans|
‘nol succed to it. - The iron scepire
of the oeean will pass.into his hands
who wears the iron grown of theland.
You way then expect a new code of
maritime law.  YWhere will you lonk
to for redress? I can tell the gen*
tieman from Massachusetts, that!
there is ho A -
that will 1”:;" y EVER al,ihough e
should outd6 himself and:-exceed
the ﬁnandﬁ'f‘__ uity #hich he so
memorably displayed on a recent
occasion.. Noj sir---Let  the battle
of Actium be once fought and the

ercy of the 'emquemr
Jantic, deep and wide aa |

Thus this ||

§ war.

tress of the sea and land, to jeopar-|.
dize the liberties of mankind. -Sir, |

Fin his rule of thres ||

whole line of sea:coast will be at the :
The At
is, - will

honorot‘ the flag ‘in . the narrow seas -
y other maritime. pynctilio. - It g
; gs from my attachment to the’
prmt:lples of the governmeiit v,ndg-
which I five. | T declare in ¢ -
of day, that this goVernment was:
nstituted fog, the purposé of ofiens

‘sive war. No. - It was framed (p J# |

»
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use its own language) for the com-
mon defence and the general welfar
which are inconsistentwith offersive .
“ 1 eall that. sive. war, |
which goes cut of our! ]umsdu:uon
and limits for the attainment or pro=
tection of objects, net within thp o
limits of that ~jurisdiction. As ‘i’
1798 1 was-opposed to t s‘ species
of ‘warfare, because I believed it
would Faze the coustitution .to the.
very foundation. so in 1806 am I
opposed to it, and on the same
grounds. Ne sooner do you put the
constitution to . this use,  te l'les;_‘
which it is by no means ‘calcalated -
te endure, tham its incbmpetency te
such purposes lecomes msnifest-and i *:
apparent to all. 1 fearif you go in o f"
to a forcign war for a circuitous une "
fair carrying trade, you will come. out
without your constitution,,  Have -_"
not you contractors enough yﬁ. in
his House ! Or do y#u wani to be
over-run and devoured - by mm{.—
saries and all the vermin of contracts
[ fear, sir, that what are called the
enérgy men will rise up aga'm--ltkm
who will burn the parchment.  Weg~
shall be told that our gevernnient 18"
teo free—er as they would say weak -
and inefficient. Too much virt 1€, airy
interms. That we must give-the-
President power to call forth the re.
sources of the nation—that is to filch s
the last shilling fiom our pockets, tof’“
drain the last dr op of bluod trom oul')
veins. I am against giving this pows -
er to any inan, be him who he mny’.«}
The Ametican: people must either
Wwith-hold this power or resign their
liberties. 1here it no other altema,-
tive. Nothing but the most :mpe-
rious necessity. will justify such H O
grant—and ‘is there a powerful epe-
my at our.doors? - You may hegim/
with a first Catsul—{from that Chry-\
salis stafe he soon becomes an. Em- |
“.¥ou hdve ‘your choice. Wt
Upon your election whether
you will be a" free happy, and unitéd
people at home, or the light of your
executive majesty: shall bcam across
the Atlanti¢’in one general biaz.c of
the publicliberty.
For my part, 1 will never go to war
bt in scif defence. | havenodeslre
for coyquesis—no ambition to.
sess Nova Scotia —I hold ‘the liber-
ties of this people at a higher rate.
Much moie am I indisposed to war,
when among the first mieans for car.
rying it on I see gemlcmen: propose .
the confiscation of debts due. by gow -
vernment to individuals.  Does ]
bona fide creditor know who ho]d:' ¥
his pacer ? Dare any man ask h;m..
seif the question?  *Tis hard ¥
whether such prmcsples nrﬁ’ .
detestably dishonest than lhef‘m
weak and foolish. W hat,_sir, will
you go about With proposals fer openi~
ing aloan in one band, and a'spunge
for the vational dcbt in the other,
If on a late occasion you could: not .
boriow at a less rate'of interest: l.haﬁ :
8 per cent. whentle goveinment e " -
vowed that they would pay to e
last shilling of the-pubiic ability,. At
what price do you eXpect 10 raise:
monggtwith an avowal of these ue-
farious epinions. God help yuu e
| if these are your ways and mesps
for carrying on war—if- youtsfinan-
‘tes are ' the hands of such a chan-
cellor of the . exchequer,  Becausea -
man can také au ebservation, and ;
keep @ log-book and -a reckoning,  °
can navigate a- cock “boat-te the
West Indies or the Easty iﬁall‘heh- R
pire to navigate the great” vessel of
stute, to stand at the helmof public -
counicils 2 N¢ sutor ulira cre;

‘What: are. you going 0. war..
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