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DISPUTE with G. BRITAIN. - dderable progress therein. The en-jj tagbe found in the conduzief the (] go still further toshew its destructive

Debate on
Mr. Grzec’s ResoLeTIiON,

( Co rztfm:ed. )

Mr. G. W. CamprBeLL SPrEECH,

1 am not disposed, Mr. Chairman,
te pursue measures that will crim-
som the American fields with the
blood of her citizens, any more than
other gentlemen who have spoken
on this subject ; nor am Jarilling that
iliousands of innecerit petsans should
suffer distress and ruin, for the hene- |
it of a few individuals, a few mer-
chants which, it has been stated,
will be the effect of the measure be-
fore you; neither, Sir, will I ever
give my vote for"any measgres that
shall zppear to me calculatéd to sa-
«rifice the agricultural interest of this
nation to that ef commerce, or have
a tendency to enhance the latter at
the expence of the former; and so
far as the resolution before you ap-

ears to me likely to preduce this
effect, I shall oppose it. The peo-
ple, whom 1 huve the honor to re-

resent are chiefly agriculturalists,
and it will alwars be my }vish and my
pride, to support their interests and
1o cherish and promote the agricul-
tura! interest of this country in ge-
neral, so far as it may be in my pow-
er. But 1 amnot,atthe same time,
prepared to see ihe nation suffer,
witheut resistance, every indigmiy |
with which G. Britain may chuese
to treat her, and submit paticntly to |
every aggression and ontrage hsr
cruisers, under her autherity, may
choose to commit on our cilizens &
en our cammerce, I conceiveitour
duty to take such measures as will
prove 10 the world, a determinsticn
onh our part to resist injuries and
maintain our rights. In regard to|
the commercial relations of this
country with foreign powers, I deem
it proper on this eccosion to declare
-it as my opinion, which 1 have al-
ways entertained, that 1t wouid have
Yheea better for the Americen peo—
ple, if government hed never given
protection to commerce out of sight
of our own tervitory, or beyond the
seach of our cannen from our shores.
It would have been well for us, sir,
if the American flug had never fioa.
1ed on the ocean, under the autho.
vity of gevernment, to waft te this
country the luxurics and vices of
Iropean nations, that effeminste
and corrupt our people, to excite the
jealeusies and cupidity of those
powers whose existence, in a great
degree,-depends on commerce, and
to court, as it were, their aggres-
sions, and embroil us in theirunjust {
and bleedy contests. 1f we had
guarded against those pending cvils

i condly, the unjust,and as we believe |

{ of naticns.

ship to obtain their liberation. Tt

terprising spirit of our merchants
has raised this nation to rank, inre-
ard to commerce jihe second in the
world, und from this source also,
our revenue is chiefly deriveds Un-!
der these circumstances, I am net
prepared to say, this is the propi-
tious moment to retrace our steps,
and witheut even giving notice of
our inteations to do so, abandon our
merchants and their property 1o
the rapacity of a foreign nation. I
conceive, on ths cantrary, it is cur
duty to afford them such protection
as the resources of our ceuntrv, and
the prospects we have heretofore
held out, would authorise them to
expect.
. In examining this subject, the
first important enquiry that presents
iiselly is in regard to the grounds of
complaint, which have occasioned
the resclution before you to be pro-
posed. These are two. First, the
impressment. of sur seamen, and se-

unauthorised aggressions committed
on our cominerceydy the eruizers
of Great-Britain. If you look at the
documents on your table, you will
see that our sezinen have been im-
pressed by that nation for years past
withsut the color ef 1ighty and in a
manner, which i® not pretended, cn
this foor, is autheriscd by justice,
or sanciioned by the luws or usages
They have been treated
in the moest inhuman manner, if -
forniation is to be relied upon, comn-
peiled to periorm the hardsst duty i
her ships of war, and forccd against
their will to fight ity enemies, wheo
were At the sawme same tine onterins
of friendship with us. They hav.
been takem from sea (o sca; and
from place to pluce, from one ceun- |
try or island to another, shifted from
ship to ship, and often sent to dis.
tant parts of the worid, soas to place
them beyond the research ef their
friends eor their coun'ry, and put

reclaim them, by producihg the
proofs required of their citizen-

has been stated that Great Britain
has always been willing to deliver up
such impressed seamen as were pro-
ved to be yona fide American cil
zers. But thisis a falacious pretext
on her parg, trem whick littie or no
bhenefit can arise to us.  She impres-
ses eur people, without enquiring in
recard to their eitizenship, or pay-
i the laast regard o their protec-
tons.  Their fricnds know not
where to find them, the government |
cannot ascertein whers they are,
andiyears sometimes pass beforeitis
known whither they have been car-
vied. It hae, therefore, in most ca-
.“;5, been tound impessible to pro-

British ministers, the slightest foun-.
dation for a belief that they erc dis.
posed to relinquish the ground they
have taken, unless it is rendered ne-
cessary by some efiective measures
on our part. [ would then put it to

consequences. One of the reasons
given why you must not carry en
this trade, is. because it is benefi-
| cis] to the enemies of G Britain, as’!
yeu thereby furnish themwwith provi:

, Stons stili Zhery -encroach on your
7viglits step“ny Stepy as her conveni-
lency and’inter®st may require, vne
{ til she has effectually destroyed your
cemmerce, and monopolised to hers
sions and other articles of merchan- ]self the whole of its profits. - That.

gentlemen tosay, if we @ve not at
this time, to take any step-whates
ver, towards vindicating our viola- |
ted rights, when will be the proper!
time for us to act!, Have we not
patiently indwred these injuries loag
enough? And if not, how much
longer must we tamely submit to
them? What time can be more fa-
vorable than the present tu resist
them? Will it be when Great Bui-.
tain has gotten into her pgssession a
greater number of «mzicamen?
W hen instead of near three thousand
she will have gotten, six, cigut or
ten thousand? Will &t then be
a more proper t.me to make a stand |
to call upun Ler Ly some efficient
measure to de us justice, to treat us
as ac independent nation, evto tell]
hery, that he will at Jeast, céase toi
ircat her as a [iepd? T presume|
noy, sive I cunuot conceive it pro-

b

dise, which relieve them frem the Ipar_’.'cf.odr commerce, that becomes
pressure of the war, and prevent her j) immediately subject to the operas .
from deriviag all the benefits shet; tion of this new principle has. been
otiierwiss would do, from her supe-}} stated as vergmimporiant, and un-
riority ot sea. If there is any soli- der the nzme ofthe earrying tradé

jwill assuredly push her aggres: -,,‘:;:f

L . p .
princinle must appear evident to e-

dity in this reasoning,. it will g6 il
whole iength to probibit you from
carrving (lie praductions ef your own
farms to any nation the enemy of G,
Brituin. Your provisions, bread stuy
beef and pork, are surely ss useful
ior carryiag on war, as the produce
althe West-India Islands. She has
Litherto, it is true, applied this rea-
soning only to the produdtions of the
coionies, butit will equally apnly to
those of ysur own cowpiry. - Herce

the ininstice and abﬁ:wdi:y cf the

{
{
4
i

very discerding end  unprejudiced
wind. ‘

£ut she has already, in Carrying

jinto ¢ffect hier new principie, genel

S die

per that we should waitl forsuch ane-
ventbefore we iaake astund in defence
of our vigiits,  Oan the contrary,itis

E further than mevely to prehibit eg,
.-; trals from carrying coleaia! nredace
1 dircetly to the poris ol Liér eaemics.

has'beenridiculed asriol mgritiiy the
notice of gevernment. A very few
rzmarks, however,  will, I appre-"
hend, shew thet it is-not so insigwis =
ficant as it Lkas been represcoted.
In ourtrade with Grezt Britain there
is 2 balance in her fuvour ef neaply
twelve millietis of doliars,  This ka<
lance must bre paid cut of the pro- -
ceeds of the enporis’ of the United -
States to othér countries. Many of
those couptii s that ronsume a greaf
porticn «.f our produce cerinot give us’
specie in return, our merchants must
thereforz, in such ceses, take in ree-
turd, the protuce and moannfzclures

of such - ccuntrize instead of specie,,

and as the wuantity of foreigr pros
duce =mnd goods thus receired, exe
ceeds tiic emouvnt necessary (0 =ap-
niy the c2mands for cepsumprion in
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it out of the power of either tof

ny opinion, there can Le no time
more like than the present,y to ren-
der oficctual any measures we may
adopts.  The present state of the
war in Durope, which suffi-iently oc-|

—

me; 1o convisoe ahy man of l‘xﬂuc-l

with Great Britain.

sull under our - g, is undeniable. 1t
ts a perfect right, as much as the
right to be prutected within our ho‘}l
se$, OF in our cartiages on the high=t
way. You cught, therefore never !
to abandon it, on any pretence
wlialever; nay, sir, you canuct zlan-

nation.

nas exclusive juvisdiction.
resign this right now 14 Great Bri-
tain, what rcason have you to be-|
lieve she will not push her demands |
turther, and urze you to resien ul‘:-l
«toer, that muy be s'ili me ¢ imner-
taat? It is high tivie that thiy bu-
siness was brought to a final clese,
tor if your seamen are to be scizdd
wherever they are found on the
uvcean, you had better strip vour
ships of evevy sail they cavry, con=
Ene your citizens within the limits

e,

She haslaidthe ground work to pre- [ this country ; it begom=s important

Cupics the great powers in that guar- ||
ter, if propeily considered, and its]been fairly purchased sid paid for
probuble results, in regard to ug, !} by your citizeas,
cnly weighed, ought it appears tol; country, and according to your re-

tion, that tiis is the most favorable ;'
moment, o insist on finally udjust-y,
iy our differences on this sutjecti
They right of!’

. P . 5 oy 1.
our seamen to protectiony While they |

I people have purchased the preduc-

dun ity In justice 10 your citizens, §; them, they become neutralized, and
unless, indeed, you ave willing to ;! 8% much apart of the common stock
surrender your independence as al|oithe nation as if they had been rai-
The ocean 1s a highway f'oz-f! s¢d on your farms, and the same
all natiens, over which tiv ce power !
It you{|carrying theseto the ports of a beli-

| moment eunauire, whence GG. Britain

vent you from carrying te those ports
vour own procuctions. Your vessels |
aie scized end! cendemned for
being; enguged in carrying to her en- |
emies colonia! produce, which have !

-

brought t» this|

venu luws, made a part of the com-
men sto b ofthe cation. If there is &
shade cf difficrence in principle be-

tween this case, and that in which |

the produce ofyour cwn farms should
be capturcd on its way to the same |
enciuics POrts, 1t is as flimev as can
be conceived to exist. When your

tons of cther countries, and faiily
paid for them, brought them into
your own, and complied with your’
municipal  regulaticns  respecting

principle that would inhibit you from

yerent, would by parity of reason-
ing preveut yeu from carrying to the
same poris the productions of your
ownt furms.

But, Mr. Chairman, let us for a

derives the vight according to any
kuown principle of law or justice, to
seize and condemn colonial produce,
the preperty of a neutral, in conse-
suence of its being destined for tlie

—_—
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that this surp'us should be canied
to o her matlzets, whers there is &
demand forit, and where specie can .
®e obicined in return. This has
Lithettobeen denz by our merchants,
by first importing such foreign pro-
duce into our 0wn country, and them
re-exporting the szme for, a market
tnd by means of this trade alone
have they been eusbled to discharge
the balance egrainst us in cur trade
with Great Britzin. The annual
vralue of umports into the United
Statcs, amounis to about seventy
five miilions of doilars, of thisy
twenty eight millions are re-expoxts
ed to all parts of the world, and ®f
thet anueent, eizheesn millions go
to the deminions of Hollend, IFrance,
Spain #nd ltaly. fie greatar part
of wlii.h is subjected to capture by’
the new principlc of tiie law of nan
tions acied upon by G. Bruain. This
is the cuarrying trade, Sir, which

| zentlemen have considered so un-
| umortant, as notto merit the atten-

tion of guyernmeni. Instead of es-
timating this trade a* 850,000 dol-
lars as gentlemen have dune, being
the net revenue derived theretrom,
(and which i3 not censidered as paid
by citizens of the Uuited States) it
may fairly bz es'imated at nearly
eighteen millicus, ¢ about rne fourth
of the whole of your exports, nearly
in the proportion of eighteen mile
lions to seventy-five. For if your.
merchants are not permitted to re-
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ports of the parent state, her enemy?

¢xport the surplus foreign preduce
 Strangers can acquire no rights a.

to those marketls where there is a de-

o

by leaving commerce to seek her {j cure their releases, and restore them bof your own jurisdiction, to fight

e R

own protection, except within the li.
mits of- our own jurisdiction, we
chould have had a fair prospect of
continuing to flourish a free, inde-
pendent and happy nation, much
fonger than I fear it will be our des-
tiny to do, if we continue to become
more & more entangled in European
politics -and intrigues, to be subject
10 feel the effects of Furopean cen-
vulsions, and national contasts, in
consequence of being deeply enga-
ged in commercial reletions with
Luropean powers. If we Lad adopt-
ed this policy, foreign natious would
have vied with each other fur our
commerce and our fiiendship, wauld
convey the sarplus preductious of
o, ¢ cenutry from our store-houses, i
and Jurnish us in retarn withighose
articles end manufactures ‘ol their
cenntries  Which eur necessities or
convenienc,” r;}:ght require, and we
might then b =hold the cvilisions ol
the great pow. s on thF coutinent
of FEurepe, and thelr jarving inte-
rasts  contending  for - superionty,
without endangering Our perace or
our happiness, and with 1o 0"’“": e
conventence than theregref we migut
feel for the miceries and su7oings
of that portion of ‘he liuman ba .y,
with whoin, however, we had nu
imni:diate conuections.

But, Mr. Chairman, we have as
sumed the character of a commercis!
natioiy ubroad as well as 2t home.
Qur government has, in some de-
gree, pledeed the natien to protect
coamerce, and under this impres-

|

to their friends and their country
& there are at this mome=ny, unjustly
detained by that nztion; between two
and three thousand of our seamony,
aho hate been impressed withou!
any other pretzxt than that they
spoke the English language, or re-
setubled in their persons, the mba.
bi:ants of the British empire. QOur
government hay in vain, femcnslra
ted. time afiertimeon this swhject
‘0 the cou.t of St. James. No sa
tisfactery arrangemeiis could be ob-
taimed, noris theis any fair ground
te expect a change in the conduct ot
that governiment”in  this respect.
Complaints have been made and re-

on this subject.  The outrages com-
mitted on eur citizens have made an
impression upon the public mind,
that demands on our part the adop-
tion of some decisive meusures (o
currect the growing evil. It has,
ideed, been suid by seme genile-
men on this fivor, tnat there. exists
a prospect of the fair adﬁ:sgmcnt of
our differences with Creat Britain
cn this subject. :
upeon what information
. is founded ¢ For my-

ust ground te authorise such ex:
seciation.  The dotunents on your
able do not jusiify a beliel, tha
.here is at this time the least pros

acct of adjusiment. ~They inform
as, there was once sucha prospec
but that it has leng since vanished;-
and so far as we can coliect informs

peated in every quarter of the union {

I wouid ask those]

fiairman; I know of ncl

spour own battles, should it become
| ecessary, rather than see them ex-
posed against their willy in fighting
e battles of a fureignnation.

The scecond ground of complaint
is the aggressions comfipitted on our |
cemnerce, contraty to the taw ol na-
tions, and in viclauen of every prin-

16 herself the right to interdict to
nettra]l nations “a commercial inter.
course with the colonies of her ene-
mies,exncept under such medification
#s she has been pleased to prescriize.
She justifies thecapture of your ves-
scls on the ground of their being en-
gaged in a commerce, during the

time of peace.. If this principle be
once admitted.as correct, and car-
ried 1o the full ¢xtent of which it is
capable;dt will be found ints conse-
cuences, almost wholly, to destroy,
not onl r the a_‘gmme of this cog.m..1
try, as & neatral; but that of every
neutral natiép in the world.” You
are told yeu must not in time ol war;
exceed your- accustomed traffic 3

Y

time of peace. What is the cense-
guence ! War ina great degree
destroys the trade which you were
accusiomed to enjoy in time of
peace, asa great part of it becomes
contraband of war; snd this new
principle shuts up all the avenues of

sequence of, or even during the war.
What commerse, then, let me ask,
will e left to the neutral? Nene

sir, that will deserve the. pame of ||

ciple of justige. G. Britain assumes {|

.war, that was not open to them inj

_ccommerce that were opened, in con- 1

f gainat each other, in consequence
| of the domestic regulations relative

to commercey, whitch a power inde.
| peadent of them, may choose to ¢s-
tablishs  Suppose, France by law,
in time of peace, should prohivit the
importation of colonial produce to
her ports, on the continent, except
in her own vessels, G. Britain could
have no right @ capture an Ameri
can vessel engaged in such trade.
France alone could rightfully scize
and contiemn such vessel for the in-
fraction of her laws, but no other
power could have such rigat. S?-
pose suth prohibition is removed by
France, during a war, and the trade
Fdeclared lawful, could G-+ Britain

fthereby acquire a right to. capture

| such vessel for being engaged in a
trade now declared lawliul, which
she could not do, when it wag un-
lawful? Certainly she could nut.
Such doctrine would be contrary to
the plainest dictatos of reasom and
common sense. She had no right
o capture such vessel; while the
prohibiticn continued, and she could
inot certainly acquire the right by
i such- prohibition being removed.
- he interventionof war cannot alter
! ifor thgrizhis of neutrals,
»and, remain the

execpt 4s to- Conf¥eb
same in time of war, as they were
during peace. 1 must therefore,
contider this principle assumed by

the faw of nations, cowtrary to every
principle ofjustice,and’such as oughy
not be sanculoned by this or any o-

b

G. Eritain as a flagrant violatien of |

mand for it, it will remain on their
hands, and rot-in their store houscs.
This would elso sink the price of
your own prodece, as there could
not bs a suflicient demand for it, be-
cause your w.erchants would not re-
celve in return foreign produce.
Your trade must, therefore, be di-
minished nearly in the proportiom
before stated. I ask gentlemen if
this trade is cut off, how your mer-
chants are to get speciz to meet the
balance in favor of Great Britain of
twelve millions of dollars?  If this

-cannot be done, your imports must

diminiSh in propoition as the means .
of remittance fail, and your *evenue
must also feel the shock and lessen
in the same proportion as your ime

| portations arelessened. This is &

view of the subject, which I presume
deserves, at least the sericus consi-
deration of gentlemen, and I beg of
them to pause before they relinquish
without & struggle this portion of
our national rights. ' For if you sub-
mit in this instance to the interdic-
tion imposed by G, Britain of cairy~
ing celenial produce to the ports cf
her enemies, she will assuredly ad-
vance her pretensions as already sta~
ted, still further, and insiat on the
right to prohibit ysu from supplying
them with your ewn; and it may
fairly be a.ke¢d, on the ground she
has takeu,s whers is the difference,
between sending colonial produce to
ner enemies and sending your oww!
produce? The quantum of injury
to her, and.of benefit te them, will

|
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e the same, angd zhe will have nears
1y the same right to prohipit in the

S0e our citizens have embarked
largely intrade, and made conside-

tian, from those documents, asweli [{ commerce. But the reasons advan-:th-r independent pation.. If you
¢s from elber soavces, there i Rot g ced in'support of this principle, will { tamcly submit in siance; she

-
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