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The following. ?uncrai Ontmn. lnlhonor
ot‘ the latc vqnermlc Chancellor, Georeé .|
W on . Manday, the Ok

mst ‘h; m Mumford, Esq.#eanu.
“mersus ll}d? ¢e assembled at the Capis §

tol, ‘in the hallof the House gt Dele?
gates, x furfushed by him For pﬁlmh

tion 2t the request of the Editor -of this
Paper, Aa 1|; was .a compesition for
whlq}\ vcr_y“l time was allowed, as'}

previous fo its Being pronounced; nothiag
more;t M&e n itpoutlings were, preparedy alt

the rest ing congeived and uvttered ex-

‘tempors,s it a_v hoped by, the ‘anthor that
the candid r;: ex-will make all TCAROTR -

ble ,a.l_!owances ﬁm e its inaccaracies.. . .f

-
Vil "-‘:-“\”’u .
J R '91

@ration ..
PRQWNL_*I{_Q AT’IEI}E“?UNER Ly
“QEORQ@ WYTHE

I‘el!an-t:'mzqh s&
I.&DDRESSvouon this occnsmn
withe feeHngmwhich agitate and op- |
press me " The moufnful duty which |
we q,re assembled to ‘perform,’thc ir-
reparable; loss .we have all sustained,
anhd particularly myself who am fiow 1
called apon, with an heart torn with
grief, to speak of him, who was o
only the frlqnﬁ fhuman nature, bhut
Iy own dcarea.t ang best friend ; the
€0TTOW which.J amicértain is felt by
evety individaal in this numersus au
dience,’ and which I see strongly de-
picted on the faces of’smany ; ail
combine to oyer ppwtr me- with dif-
fidence and regret.. Hird indeed is
the .task to do- justice to " the miany
virtues-of the greal and good man
for whom we moutrn. I dread that
my abilities will be found inadequate
to chis impartant undertaking ; and
I wish. mest sincerely that some
gentleman of superior eloqucnce had
* consented to commemorate, by-a fu-
neral Eulogy, the departed Patriot
and. Sage, who was truly the boas:
of Virginia. - ParticularlyeF should
have been “hd‘ppv if some et cili-
zen; who knew him in his yo)mg:ci
days, and joinsd. his glorious labors
-al the commencement of our revolu
tion, had now endeavoured to des-
cribe his great and meritorious pub-
lic gervicgs in‘those days of difficulty
and danger.  Butitcannotbs. Most
of the Heroes and Patviots of the Re-
volution are gone to their graves
with glory, and George Wythe, one
of the oldest and best of those vene-
rable fathers of their coyntry, has
now followed Washington, Frank-
Jin, Samuel Adams, and many others,
who are indeed removed from this
troublesome: world, and at restfrom
their labors, but whose fame shall
live .forever in the hearts of their
fellow citizens. Under these circam~
stances, thie task devolves on me, far
inferjor to those immortal worthies,
to pay the last sad trlbutt- of applause
to their departed coadjutor and friend.
I am embBoldened, | jowever, 1o en-
gage in this ddficult enterprise bya
considering, that although many of
the public virtues of the deceased
were not personally known to me,
vet some of them, and not the least
important, have come within my
own “observation, ‘and that I have
long been most intimately acquaint-
ed with those which adorn his private
life. His extraardipary goodpess
to me, that kindness which ind@ced
him_to ;ak;: me when an unforcunate
orphan into his house, and to treat
me‘as “a second father, afforded me
pecyliar opportunities of fecking and
knotving the ‘god-like spirit which
animated the bosom of him who not
liesicold and iusensible before us.
Thesaered ties of gratitude therefore

bind me not-to permit the funeral of |

my dear, my noble benefactor, to be
unattenoed with an culog) expressed
with truth apd :sincerity, however
- imperfect in other respzcts. Indeed

I am most encouraged on this occa--

sion by the reBéction that tuth, pIm,
artless and unadorned, isiall that is
needful in an attempt to celebrate a
character noted for his plamncss and
T‘tpubhcﬁnmmplicny ‘rue itis, that
Nothing that can be said can benefit
him.” The % dull, cold ear.of death”
cannot be roused hy the voice of ho-
Nory nor awakened by the lamenta~
tiong of those who survive, Pcrnaps
¢ hears not pur praise, or is so en-
833ed by the bliss:he now erjoys as
"ol to regard it. It might appear
therefore that funeral soleninities are
) \“eless ang unavailing.  Bat such is
“tihe case. They serve at least as

|oe the n\eans of communicating and
[ reeping alive the. sacred fire of vir-
{iuve.- I am also enthusiastic enough

"n which their memeries are, regarrd.

[fame in future. ages as an incentive
|0 virtuous actions ? -

[ifore proceed to describe as faithfutly

{ested ;' but as his public virtues were

| example evincing the degree in which
he possessed 'hat divine virtue, was ||

jperty were placed at hazard ;

an example to ‘the hvmg and may

_a beljeve, that the souls of the gond

md Avorthy - -evenoi‘et_’ death, may |
“e gratified by kn g the manner

:d in this worid; that they look down |
and. observe the sorrowa of their
"rleﬂ"cls, And. _|01ce ‘in their pransé
Very probably his is one of the re-
wards of a “well-spent life ; else|
wherefore ‘has heaven 1mplanted in
‘he breasts of men, the desire of
I shall there-
s 1 can, the career of glovy thraugh
which this exalted, patriot, firm re.
oublican and honest man has passed,
~rusting-that the affection of you all |
for the dead, will induce you favora-
iy to accept a‘yell meant, though
‘ceble endeavor to pay the resput ‘
so €minently due to his memory.

In talling to your recoilcction his
virtues, my own ‘inclination would |
[induce me to begin with those of his

| private-life, in which I confess my ||

own heart is more particularly inter- |

f the greatest importance, not to a
few persons only, but to all Ame-
rica, the superior dignity of the sub-
ject requires me to mention them in
the first place. Of these, let me
‘lurn vour attention to the uncommon
patriotism, which was conspicuous
during the whole course of his long
anduseful life. Tke first remarkable

his conduct at the commencement
of the ‘Revolutions In those peri-]
lous days, when life, liberty and pro.
when )

| ed necessary : A trust of‘prodigious |

H

i

always been proud. to ackiowledge
himself the pupil of the wise and
mmodest Wythe. By a resolution of
Virginia Assembly, dated the 5th

tlemen, I have mentioned, were ap-
.pointed revisors of the laws, with
powers to propose such “alterations
as in their judgment should be deem-

importance, on which the future des-
tiny of Virginia depended ! And in

a manner more glorious and more
useful to the human race than the
‘works of any «ther legislators, an-
cient ‘or modern. On thé 18th of
June 1779, the committee of revisors
made thzir report, a menorable mo-
nument of indefatigable industry:}
and attention, as well -as of wis-’
dom, virtue' and ' patriotism. In
freviewing the labors™f that commit- |
.tee, we find that they were the au- |
‘thors of the act directing the cousse |
of descents, by which the odious and
unegual doctrine of the right of pri- |
megeniture was abolished and an e-
qual .distribution of the Janded pro-
perty of persons dyng intestate is
made among their children, or other
nearest relations 3 an act which, by
introducing and supporting equality
of property toa certain degree among
the citizens of this commonwealth,
has produced, and will conunug to
produce, a more important ard pér-
manent ¢ffect in favor of freedom
and republicanism, than any other
cause whatsoever. T'he same com-
mittee proposed the act for regulat-
ing couveyances, by which all estates
in tail were converted into fees sim-
ple, and one of the most detestable
contrivances of aristocracy to keep up
inequality, and support proud and

death and confiscation would huve
been the fute, if they had proved un-
successful, of those who opposed the
tyrant King of Great-Britain ; our
venerable - patriot, Mr. Wythe, was
firm and undaunted, and zealously
attached to the canse of his country.
At that Tmportant time, when the
greatestmen America ever produced
were chosen by her voice te save
her from destruction, to whom
did his féllow-citizens Jook up as
one of her deliverers? To George
Wythe —<to him whom we now with
so much cause lament; for, alas ! he
can serve no lenger those he so ten.
derly loved. He was one of that fa-
mous Congress, whoassembled oh the

13th of May, 1775, and did not se-
mratc until they had declared the In-
dependence of America. He was
one of those that signed that ever
memorable declaration by which
thev pledged ¢ their fGves, the,n;’for—l
tunes, and their sacrod hogﬁ" to
maintain and defend the violated
rights of their country. He was an
acgges useful, and respected mem-
ber of that budy, the most enlight-
ened, patriotic and . heroic that per-
haps ever existed’in the world, in es-
teeming and admiring whjch all na-
tions now concur. lIrom tbearduous
and important duties which he there
excrcised, he was called by his na-
live state to perform others nat less
interesting and necessary.  Our
countrymen were then attempting a
new and hitherto uniried experiment,
of vast import.nce and doubtful sue-
cess ; no less than the political re-
generation of a great natton, thggotal
destruction of a monarchical s¥#
and the establishment of a republic in’
its stead ; every thing then depend-
ed ommfusm-* into our laws that re-
publican spirit which animated the
people, and by the preservation of
which alone, their liberty could be
preseryed and perpetuated. It be-
{came therefore necessary to new-
madel our laws, and lay the founda.
tions of the temple of freedom firmly
in the wisdom and justice of our in-
:,tltullonq. The persons appointed
to execute.this great work, and hy
whom it was accomplished were, Tho-
mas Jefferson, Edmund Pendleton,
and, Grorge Wythe : who, though
merntioned 'ast, might with propricty
1 be considered as the chief ; lor, great
|and exalted. s is the: merit of Mr.
Jffersony itmust be confessed. that
he is in 4 @reat measure indebled ||
for it to G’ébrge W ythe, - his precep-
tor anc his friend. Between these
two extraordia en the warmest

my |

overbearing distinctions of particujar
families, was completely defeated.
They also produced the deservedly
celebrated act for the establishment
of rehgious freedom, which T trust
has released the people of Virginia
from the danger of being ever sub-
jected to an ecclesiastical tyranny,
perhapsthe worstof all.  As a proof
however, that the proposal of that
act digd not arise from a desire to
subvert religion, but, on the con-
trary, to maintzin it in purity and
peace, they at the same time propne-
sed another, entitJed an act topunish
disturbers of religious worship and
sabbaith-breakers. Such were the
most precious fruits of the appoint-
ment ol that truly republican and pa-
triotic commitiee. _

Other imporiant acts might also
be mentioned, forin fact, the whole

of November, 1786, the three gen- |

what manner was it discharged ? In{

of our militia sysiem as firstorganiz
ed, the oug:m 1 arrangement and
mode of proceglling in our courts of
common law and chancery, were all
the work of that committee, were
atl illustrious examples of their in-
dustry and legislative skill : in which
if some defects have, infthe course of
expericnce, been discovered, they are
only proofs that no human perfor.
mance canbe perfect. Yet the com-
mittee of revisors are not only enti.
tled to praise for the laws, of which
they were instrumental in obtaining
the establishmeént, but for several
which they propose«d without success.
Among those may be found a bill
for the more geneyal diffusion of
knowledge, which. if the public spi-
rit- of the General Assembly had
been equul to--that of its authors,
would have enabled the children of
the poorest citizen in the community
‘to stand an equal chance af?uumg
science, honor, and promoti with
those of the most wealthy., Anima-
ted ‘by motives of the same enlight-
ened nature, they proposed a bill for
establishing a public library ; ano-

1 Presndcnt of thc Umted States has /41

B

ther for amending the constitution ol

its support ; and furuished a hiat,
which gavehirth to our presentPeni-
tentiary system, by a bill for propor-
tioning crimes and pumshmqma in
cases heretofore capital, and a bill
i for the employ ment, government and’
support, of malefactors condemned
to. labor for the commonwealth.

We next find this excellent ¢iti-
gen in the important-office of one ol
xhe three Judges of the High Cour't
of' Chancery,. and afterwards, sole
Chancelicr of the state .of Virginia.

fricndship has ever existed, and ‘tire

By, e .

Will am and Mary College, and pro- !
\'ldmg more adeguate revenues for!

i -1

He served in that
most troublesome. and labbrious of
fice of all in the gift of the common-
wealth of Vm;nma, and perhaps of the
United States, for many_ years with-

sill. very inadequate. With  that
scanty supply from his country, he
Jivéd in thisgexpensive city, secluded’

‘the public, to which he dévoted allf
his time; unless when prevented by
sickness ; and in that office he cone-
tinued till the day of his death, be.
cause he believed himself betterquah*
fied to serve his country in that- sta?
tion than in any other ; wheny if he
had been disposed to seek for offices,
be might have obtained otheps far
more casy and lucrative. Notwith-}
standing, however, the toilsome du-
ties of that effice, hi§ patriotism, ever
active and ardent, brought him for-
ward whenever he co ccived his
country’s interest to require his as-
sistance.  We behold him a mem-
ber of the convention which met In
this city in the year 1788, to t:ke
under its consideration the proposed
constitution of the United Stiates.
Beiqﬁ* convincea that ghe confedera-

1 tion was defc ctlvem the energy ne-

cessary to preserve the union, liberty
and gencral welfare of America, he
was a zealous advocate for tie new
constitution. In that august con-
vention, this venerable patriot, even
then beginning to bow gnder the
weight of years, was seeh to rise
o advocate that constitution. and ex-
erted his voice almosttoo feeble to be
heard, in contending for a system
on the acceptance of which he con-
cewved the happiness of his dear be-

most remarkable instance of his geu
nuine patriotism, to which I confess
I am rendered most partial, perhaps,
by my own expericnce of its eflects,
was hiszeal for the educationofyouth.
Harrassed as he was with business ;
enveloped  with perplexing papers,
and intricate suits in chancery, he
yet found time for many years, to
keep a school for the instruction of a

few young men at a time, always
with very little, and .often demand-
Ing nocompensation.—What a proof
was this ot condescension, of pure
patrivtism and philanthropy !  With
all this, his industry and attention to
business was not diminished, but
continued as incessant as ever.  Of
his mdt:fms;ah!c assiduity I was my-
sellyeven in his last sickness. When
on s death bed, racked with agoni-
zing pzains, I saw hitn with a large
nundle of papers, relative to an in-
junetion in chincery, lying by his

1 uedside. He told mehe had Leen stu-

dy:ng them, and hoped to be better
by the next day, that he micht be
snabled (o hold the court aguin, and
oronounce his decreein that cause ;

inconvenience, which of the delay of
business occasioned, by his sick-
ness would be preducuve (o per.
sons who had
before him. At that moment, when1
death was visible in his fuce and in
every liitmb, he thought not of him-
self; he thought enly of the public.
€©h ! whereshall,we find such ano-
ther Chancellor ¢

The necessary consequence of his
great assiduity and attention to stu-
dy, was his exlensive, various and
profound learning ; his sound aund
cxcellent judgment. Others may
indead have excelled him in genius,
but he certainly never was surpassed

ment.

Another quality, too, demands
our attention, the most illustricus
perhaps in the hright constellation
of his virtues; of which I have al-

testimonials.” Fver attached to the
constitution of the United Suates,
and to the principles of {reedom, he
was in every change of affairs always
stcady and unshaken. His mind
was not to be moved by the gusis of
popular inflyence, nor by the stormy
threats of tyranny. Asin 1776, he
was the enemy of the king of Great-
Britain, so in 1798 and 1793, he
was an opponent of the administra-
ton of John Adams, of alien and

{ sedition Taws, and standing armies.

interestedness w#exc here thost com-7
{ pletely displayed.

the small salary of 300/ and, at last, |
with a salary somewhat larger but})

{of party-spirit,
from all @thesFbusiness but that of |

b Iifé, o 1hc:

loved country to depend.—But the |

lamenting with extreme cencern the k

causes depending |

in pacriotism, learning and judg.:?

ready adverted to several striking |

countr -2 twrce have I seen | hum
hoary . with age, and _touching ail.

H (pointing at. the Spcake__:_i ehy; ax:)

i ting as Presidept of the refibiizan
“collegeof electo®y and votinyg lwl%
for a  republican Presiden:. - Yeby:

i

ylelded for @ moment to the Fancaus:
nor permgt*ed ih
difference of opimion -tq uteple

uuth of which - obsctvation: will. be .,
acknowledged by many of his. polifis.
cal opponents, to, whom he neyers.
theless renﬁred a fucﬂd in p, q’,n;g;
St . '
fiality as a gudge, and..
rigid attachment to what aqlp«m’cd
to him to bc*tqgltablc, was not less

remarkable: than bis other egiraors.
dinary. g@mlities. It ottghl ever. to
be remeéntd _d,ihamntm}:hstan@‘n;
he loved his country so pagsioualglyy,;

and was so atlentive 1o
he yet loved equity still mores it
oug,ht to be remcmberql, ;haL(he,

gainat the public opinion,), that; the
British debts should be rcco\tcrqd:.
*tha‘ on several very imporiapt.

large sums of money against his s, .
(ive state,
honor of the people of Virginiag he

it said, those decisions of his ¢id
diminish_his- popularity, but. mgﬁ
¢ them admire and respect pnm st
more than ever.

Such then, were the publrc \ H‘tqgl
of this great man. His private vivs
tues were not less exemplary. AL
mong the most conspicuous u:flf\hhe

ness.  Undoubtedly, no pan; pot
evén the best of thc wouhms of : ag»
cient Greece and Rome, ever c‘uned

than he did. Plamn in bjs. m.mﬁc!"
strictly temperate in. his ude, and

as were madewith honor and a gued
consc;ence, he furnished 2n example
in"the vigour of his youth {(as 1 have.

PY to see present) of.a truiy houcst
and upright lawyer, a charactel sup-
posed by many (though I bope cr-
roneously) to: be very une¢ommon.
No consideration could ever mdw

him to swerve from the straigm. lire

of integrity, to viclite jusiice,. or
the laws of his country. With the
spirit of a phxlosopher he - lived a
lawyer, and was in:eed the brightest
ornament of the bar. With these
virtues of'a stern and rigid cast, ic

L

laborious student, this man of unde-
viaung integrity, this firm and in-
flexible republican possessed a heart
overflowing with the milk of human
kindness.” A kinder never throbbyd
in the ;bosom of a human bdig.
His sonl was the seat of benevolence
and sensibility. From this mest
amiable turn of mind proceeded bis
ever active charity and liberality, the
gentleness and mildness of his tene-
per, which wiis seldom irritated but
by zeal for hus country's good, }us
T\modest and upassumi®.g dejoriment,
andunwillingness to give pain to ai v
mortal. Hischarityexterd . d toevary
buman be’ng, however low and hum-
ble his station; for he, emph.nimliv'

the officers of his count, the
men who hod the pleasure of plead-
ing, and those who had causcs de-
pending before him, let all who wgie
educated by him, and indeed all who
knew hi:n, bear witness to the sweet-
ness of his temper, his benevolence
and kind “deportmen*. His ‘unwil.
lingness to give treuble and pain was
apparent almost in his last agonies

—*%Oh genilemen ! said he, scaxw
audibly, you are - very good—I " am

all will be in vain !” It may be caid,
indeed, that in one deplorable -
stance, (which it strikes me with
|| horrer even to mention,) his bonevo-
| lence was placed on an unworthy ot-
ject, and repaid \n;h blac'l 10y rati-
tude.

But let not the 5clﬁsh man dtﬂure
from this dread{ul event an argument
‘against the indulgence of charity,
nor let the good man be discouraged,

As no huwan being can be perfect,
Fl is true perhaps, that the mildness
and goodness of Mr.. Wythe wus

”L}! % cxtraordlnary.pthﬂbusgmand_ms u Always the friend of liberty aad his

P R i

sometimes carticd too . far.

th, to the mlmmt,\l '

been told by some, whom 1 am hapo‘

was always striving to do guod lLet .
Em.c- )
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with veneration, in. that very chair ,:,
o

1
was it very cbservable, that, he v?xgt-., '
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with his private -frieudshijps: . the
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was the first judge who decided, {ae o
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occasions he entered degress, for, f-
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those virtues to a greater | hcl;,,ht %

regardless of all prefits except suchys

should moreover be known, thatthis _
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sorry you take so much trouble—but X {8




