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REFLECTI®NS uvron DECIUS.

An essay was some time ago

commanded universal attention.
Itis time for us to speak our own
‘opinion upon its contents. That
opinion has been hitherto waved,
because we wished it to be calm,
deliberate and impartial.

It becomes us, in making these
remarks. to speak cf Mr. Joha
Randolph, whose conduct is so of-
t-nnoticed by Decius. Of thatgen-
tleman itisdifficult to speakin terms
adequately descriptive of our feel-
ings. “ A nobler spirit (we be.
lieve) lives not among the sons of
men.  His intellectual powers are
truly sublime, and his bosom burns
with a godlike ambition” When
the ardour of his feelings shall be
tempered by experfence we look to
a harvest of unrivalled utility for
his country. Of such a man it is|
impossible not to believe, that his
mistakes have | cen dictated by a
spirit, that soars above suspicion. |

There are two obvious ways ol
replving to an argument: to deny
the facts which are assumed or the
inferences drawn. The first part
of the investigation we leave to
those intimate friends of Mv. Jef-
ferson who are acquainted with the
history of the last session of Con-
gress.  But admitting the facts as
they are stated by Dcdius, we are
prepared to deny his conclusions,

We mean not to criticise upon |
that part of Decius which re-
lates to the measures of Congress.
Our business is with that more in-
teresting part which relates to the
sonduct ot the executive, in which

‘the charge of holding a wavering,
a doumful, an unconstituilonal
course, constitutes the most dis-
tingtiiched features.

The- argume-nt may be reduced
10 two seneral points, 1st. ‘That
Mr, Jefler<on did not comply with
the constitutional duty of “* recom
mending to the cons"dcra.t:on” of
Congress; the purchasc of the Flo-
rid.s; a measm ¢ which he judged
% expedient and necessary i 2d.
That he privately recommend:t |
this opinion to the members of
congress, From these two points
it is inferred, that Mr. J. attemp:-
ed to throw off the respon<ibility
of this measure from his own|
shoulders upon the members of!
Conger:s. .

As to the first point,

It may be shzwn from the evi-
dence of the members who formed
the federal cenvention, that thosc
framers of the constitution'had ne.
ver considered this articie under
the vast latilude of interpretation.
which the advocates of executive
influence have pretended to give
it; that it was at that time suppo-
sed principaily to embrace those
gereral matters, on which the pre-
sident had formed conclusive upie
®ions, those on which hehadnonéw
ddﬂmcnm to lay hefore congress:
but’ which seemed to him to re.
?ire legislative provision, und
ihcse on which the executive dic
1ot deem it advisable at the time, |
to lay before congress all the infor
matiofi i possessed. It might b
snown that this mode of interpre-
tation is by far the most agreeabic
to the spirit of a republican govern
ment ; for under such a constitu
tion, that less danger is to be ap-
prehended from the undus exten
stonof legislative than of execut ve
influence; that the ministeria |
tewers of a President are slready
sulfciently great, witheus suffering
him to intetfere, unless.in pATIiCy:
lar vases, in the deliberations ©

the official information is equally
admitted to them both,the wisdom
of one man should be superior to
the collective wisdom of many :
that he is more easily corrupted
and easily misled: and that his
elevated situation excludes him
him from many of the means .of
holl, unshrinking and correct 10-
formation. It may be shown that
under a different mode of interpre-
tation, the constitutional duty of
the president would be irksome,
fatiguivg and meddlesome be-
vond example; ithat there would
be no case, however, trivial, in|
which the president wou'd notdecm
it his duty to ¢ recommend” his
own opinion * to the considera.
tion” to congress, and in every
case however comprehcnsive., to-
sabnit the general measure, In all
the voluminous dctails necessary
for its execution.

It may be demonstrated, by a

recurrence to cxecutive records,,
toat this has never been the uni-

form practice ol the two last, or
of the present administration ; that!
they have adopted diffcrent modes |
to different cases ; sonie tnes suo-
mittfng their own opinions as to the
courses to be pursued, as well as
all.the acts necessary for the infor-
mation of congress ; sometimes
suggesting whether such and such
course gijzht not be worthy of the |
consideraiion of congress, without!
nositively  determining between

them ; and somg#mes mercly sub- |
mitting the facts wiithout a single |
commentary on them, witiout a|
sfing!e opinion as to the course to be |
pursued, and leaving

be done.”

<tite a vast variety of measures a -
proved of by the exccutive, which’

congre:'. It may be shown, that
in a variety of umportant cases,’

the execwrive has adopted the two

latter courses, preferzing (in the!
words “of General W shington’si
Jfirst inaugural speech) * to substi- |
wite, in place of a recommendas;

purchase of the Floridas in his of
ficial message, did not hesitate to
enforce that idea in a secret aud
unofficial manner, that he had not
only forborne to recommend this
pacific mode of adjustment, but
that the whole complexion of his
message went to the enforcing.
** manly and vigorous measures.”’
“ From the official communica-
tions, from the face of the record,

(savs Mr. Randolph to the lccrEL

tary of the treasury) it would a
pear, that the executive had dis-
chaiged his duty in recommending
manly and vigorous measures,
which he had been obliged toaban-
dor, and compelled by congress to
pursuc an opposite course, when
n fact, congress irself had been
acting all tue while at executive
instigation.””  ‘I'he chairman fur-
ther observed, ¢ that he did wot
understand this double -et of opi-
nions and priaciples.” . ['he asser-
ten of Mr. R:n 'o'ph is most ex-
plicitly and peremporilv denied
In what part of the uiicrial com
munications d.es Mr. R ndolph
discover this u :controlably hosti:
spirit of the execuive; a spirtt
that was at war with sov pacif
adjustment of our cuferences? o
spirit, that woul-l not have deigned
to propose the purchase of Flori-
das?. Refer to the public or the
private me-sages of the president
we demand waere is this professed
manifestation of Lot litey
Decius nas with no liule inge-
nuicy quoiea such gasts ouly of the
public message, as breathed a

it v with{| Way did he not so lurther?
congress to pronounce, what shall!’
}'he ministers ol the
two last administrations, counl

. T . \
tacy wisely forchore to lay betore |

and the wisdom os the legilature

* maniy end vigorous” sentiment.
Why
not 2lso have thio 'n into Inverted
comm.s and lwlics every other
part which brearh.d the language
of Pcae?! Tiere.sonis, thatthe
verv next p oagrapa of the mes-
siz2 woule have overthrown' his
proud, air built - asties,

¢ In reviewiug these injuries
from some of th- beiligerant pow-
ers, the moderation, the nirmness

will all be called into actinu.,. We

Ftion of particular measures. the tri- |

R . " - >
?.u: ac_glsiatur:e -+ ,that‘ if these del? ]
Lerations should w@ermirate in acts
waich he may deem.injurious t §

11 ~gns
-‘{\_ “0‘-1‘1’

atry,. Be has iu.most cases. i

ought stiil to hope, that timeand
a more correct estim te of 1nteress
as wel a» character. wil! produ-~-
the Justize we ars bourd o expecet”
* Some of these injuries mav
perhaps udmit peaceabis remedy.”
Is there heredisplavedao senti nent
of peace? No hope of adjusting
our differences? No wish lo at-
tempt it by negociation? Muet
the man who holds this kind of

bute that 1s due to the talents, the!
rectitude, and the patriotism which;
adorii the characters sclected to|
devise and adopt them;” that even
when thev have gane ¢n to by their
ovn opinions before congress, i
was not their custom to launch
forth into the particalar details of)
their project, but to confine them-
sclves to its genceral cutlines, language, be necessarily ac::used
It may be shown tnat this is the || of inconsistency, of maintaining a
precise course pursucd by the Pre- i} deuble set ol opinions and princi-
sident in the present instance ; thatyi ples, should he be at the same me-
having given them all the infumm.:g muent incliaed towards a p:accabh’:;.
uon which he= pnqsewml, and SN;.’:-’T p:']_','[,h;_l;;-;? Are negg;iations fn«r
posing them to be at least as'well | prare and prep .ratifms for war ?l-
gualified as himsclf t*ﬁb 4 Coi- | together 1m.nmpfmb'nc! vy hile
rect opinion upon them, he had!lwe hold oacthe olive branch, may
forborne to express his own in all’! we not sharpen the sworrl_? Or
its details, even admi.ting that he l' mu-t the nen, who maintains the
had conclusively f.roied 't consisency of those two measures
“ To them,. (my;; he) [ commun’= i} be charg d with holding a contra-
cate every fact material for thciri' dictory course ?
mtormaticn, and the documents| Let us now refer to the secret
accessgry to enable them to julge!| message, that triumphant source
‘erthemselves: but that though of conselation to the minority, and
se had forborne te express his own L what does that'tellus? Does that
opinion in all its details, he still!, breathe nothing but the language
ipressed » general ooe as to the " of militarv defiance ! Is therenot
ourse to be pursued; that this 0-;; a single ¢ hinge, or loop, to haflg
sinion was, that the prescnt was f‘, a doubt on,” of the: peaceable dis.
the moment ¢ for pressing” a ¢ set- l’ position of the President? But
tiement” witk: Spain, at the same |} anali 2z« ; take to pieces this much
tme that * force should be inter- :I agitated, this much abused mes-
sos1d in a certain degree,” leaving : sage ; try it in the severest cruci
it to congress to decide upon the ' b'e of criticism, and see of what
sarticular course which the nego-|! materials it is composed. The
1ation was to assume, and theilwhole of the mesgge contains but
sarticular force that was to be in- || five paragraphs. ~Phe 1st points
terposed, But it is unnecessary {jout the sources of our diffggences
to-press the imvestig tion of this | with Spain, as alse the disposition
point urther,since cvml)cciushim-ilmqn'-frs:cdﬁby her, up to the per-
&l ia s 1ént wponit. Even he does || 1od of sending a *¢ special mission
nt sigke it a charge against the || Thhe 2. declares the untax_r_qg\ble
a ‘miastration, . that his official |/ resu't of this negociation, the new
~fenie is'a violation of its cupsuis'! steps which Spain had subsequent-
Jhtidng dudes, i1y taken, and the defensive svstem
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the first time discloses the general
conclusions of the exccutive on
these'facts, and the last paragraph
consults congress as to the course
to be pursued and demands the
necessary means. What then is
the very pith and constitution of
this message? That the three first
long paragraphs are a mere histary
of the facts, which have occurred,
interspersed with one or two sim-
ple inferences as to the course
which Spain might pursue; facts,
ndt one of which shuts out the idea
of a peaceable compromise ; and
that in one short paragraph alone,
does the president *~.recommend
to their cousideration” acourse to
be pursued. And what course is
that?  Does 7t breath nothing but
manly aad vigorous measu-es?
Let us refer to the paragraphitsc i
tor a satisfactory answer.

quote the one belore it, as beiny
necssary to the undersianding of
the word * such.”

“ Onthecontrary, we have rea-
won to belicve that she ("[France )
vas disposed to effect a setticment
sn a plan analagous to what our
mini t.r had proposed, and so
comprehensive as to remove as far
possible the grounds of future ccl
.ision and controversy on the eas-
tern as well as the western side o
the Mississippi.,

“* The present crisis in Europe is
wvsrable for pressing such a setile-
ment, and nst a mement should be
loat in availiny curselves of it.
Should it pass unimproved, our si-
tuation would become more diffi
cult. Formal wa | s not necessary,
it 1s not probable that it will follow;
but the protection of our citizens
the spirit ard honor of our countr)
require that force should be inter-
posed in a certain degree. Jt will
probably contribute ta advance the
abject of peace.”

Can any one doubt that the man
who heid this language was the
riend of negociation? A nego
cta‘ion which i the present crisi:
of Kurope would be immediatcl
pressed.  But it may be said tha
a certain degree of force was 10 b
interposed, and how can this meau
sure be reconciled to the negocia
don for peace? Of what species,
however, was this fo:ce to be !
it was no regular army to wage
an offcnsive war against Spain, be-
cause the president expressly ob-
serves, that formal war is not ne-

will folow.” ‘L'he president only
appealed to congress for military
means * which it belongs to con-
gress exclusively toyicld or deny.”
His own constitutional powers
were limited. Ie was without
'pOWsT toencrease the regilar army
by new enlistments. He had not
at that moment even the reans to
call out the militia of the country :
forthe law to authorisc a detach-
ment of the militta was not passed
until some time in April; four
months at least after the communi-
cation of the message.

The purport of this secret mes-
sage then scemg to be in complete
unison with that ot the public une.
It recommends to us an attiade
of defence, at the same moment
that we are to press our pans for
negociation. But it neither pro-
ceeds to point out the particulir
force that is to be interposed, nor
theparticular coursethat this nego-
ciation ought to assume. From
the observatiogk that ** the cours.
to be pursuedWill require the com-
nilind of means which it belougs to
Congress exclusively to yield or
deny,” it may, indeed, with'some
show of probability be inferrec,
that Mr. Jefferson was not averse
to the purchase of the Fioridas ;
because that measure woualdgequire
pecuniary means which it belongs
exclusively’to congress to yicld or
deay. Tou conclule aAny other

cessary; 1t 1s 1mprobable that it

—

This complaint of Decins the ot
least resolve. itself into this
position; not that Mr, Jeffcrson has
ever maintained ** a douhle setof
opinions and princip'es,” for which -

fiedby the*‘eficialcommunicatiors,”

negociation should be made to ase.
sume, in a private and inofficial
manner ; thus attempting to throw
Lupon congress all the responsibility
of adopting pacific measures; a
responsibility which he should have
himself 4ssumed in a constitutional
shape ! And measures which he
should never have attempted to
introduce by secret and ifresponsie -
ble influence. | |
But on thie subject, it might be
shewn, that the inferences ofs De-
cius are not supported by his facts ;
that had the Presid=nt procecded
towamper with the diffcrent meme
bers of the republican party, to voe
{urteer his opinions as to the pro-
per course to be pursued, 2nd ate
tesnpted to guile the opinions and
votes of the individual members,
he would have descrved a much
severer rebtike, than flows from
the pen of Decius. It may be
shewn, that averv obvious distince
tion s here to be taken, which -
Decius has completelyy forgotten ;
that the President would have
been to blame, had he soféitously
attempted to influence the opiuions
of Congress, but that the mere gi.
ving of hisownopinion when hewas
consulted by any one who had 3
right to ack his assistance, was at
least an innocent if not a commene
dable course, and that the whole®
pith of Decius’s statementamounts
at last to one accusatiop. It may
be shzwn thatin the su%gort of this
charge, D:cius has brought. for-
wvard but three relevan: fasts ; Mr.
J. Randolph's secret conversaticn
with the President; h's commu.
nicit.on on tais subject with the

| 3zcretary of the ‘Treasurv ; and

7en. Varnum’s a'le'g-d dedara..
tion on the flrr of 'nigres..—
Vith respect to che first, it may
se shzwn fom the very star mene
advanced by Decius himscit,” thae
»r. Jeflerson dul nnt expre-s his
»#n opinions 13 Mr. Raadolph,
unatil the latter gentleman had :h 't
proper to consultghim : it was not
unt'l Mr. Rand had expressed:
‘“ his willingness and readjcesp 1o
co-operates as far as his priaciples
and judgment would permit, -in
>uch plans as the executive might

 have devised for the occasion,”

that he *¢ #hn learned, not without
some surprise, that an appropriae
tion of two millions was w.nting to
purchase Florida,” and that had
Mr. Jefferson on such-an occasion
forborne to express his views howe
ever imperfect to Mr, Randolph, .,
the very leader of the republicag
party in Congress, and the chairy
man of the sceret committee, nog
only Mr. Randolph himself, but
the whole country would have reas
son tocondemn his silence. \ Wit
respect to Mr. Gallatin’s proposie
tion, even admitting that it
was presen'ed it the Feguese
(or direction) of the President, it™
muy be shewn, that it wasnaotpre.
sented to Mr. Rindolph uatil se-
veral days after he himself had cone
sulted the President as to the
the coursetg he pursued ; that 78
was not evop then presented und.r
ali the imposing dignity of the Pree
a1dent’s name ; that$t was not dee
clared to be 4i¢ wish, or e¢ven his
tonc usive opmion; that Mr. G Je
latin expressly rejected the' ide'd,
of being understoud 1o recammes
the measure ; “but ifthe commid
ee shottld deem it adoisable he had
devised a plaa for rising the nge
.essary supplics, as he had been
requested {or directed) inthat case
to do.” With respect 10 General

pras

but that he expressed his own opi-
tnions as to the course, which the

insinuation cin no longer be justi-“ e
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asufficient power"afmnﬁa‘. in h#
",(;ﬁst.] . . e . ,“ p, Tt ..

Ly eotiont fisgative. ove, Shel'f
aws; that it 1s t‘ldiculou's to suf: l
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© ~&, thatin those cases, wh” - ald

Varnum's alledged asserticn, itis
enough to ohservey thathe h m.eif
on the §oor of Congress expressly
denicd the iueao. ever having made

1#hode of nzgociation, the power.
-4t Slihe P.rt‘:ﬂ'.ld: nt were of themselves
pu-sys, with the coastit='Hislependent, complete, and ig-
| agving forborae to recommend dbe | tioyal means ip his haods: Thegidecdy exclusive of congress,
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v O what thed, doas Decius com- | which the president had determi
-oin 2 Fhatabe President; after? i ned to.
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