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"LIBELS.

The following is an interesting Report of || felt either a want of respect for the
a Committee of the Pennsylvania Legis. !l honor and integrity, or for the un-

latuce (of which Dr Leib was Chuir
mai ) on that paxt of the Governor's Ad-
dres« which relaies to libels,* which will
no doubt be read with ¢ nsiderable in- |
terest. They

L,
TH AT they A¥¥ebeen deeply im-
pressed with the importance of the |
subject committed 1+ them, arxd huve
given to it a candid and debberate
consideration. ‘They cannot but re
gret the irksomeness of the duty as
signed to them ; inasmuch as they
are ccmpelled by it, as members of

munity, to exhibit an analy-<i , whici,
may prove grating (o the feelings of
seme, aud lead others to a miscen
ceprion of the motives under whict
the conimi‘tee acted. As members
ef he General Assembly, they bhave
sworn to support the constitution of
this com: -onwealth, and * to perform
the dutie- of the office with Rdclity 57
they cannot, therefore avoid expres-
sing their feelings and their judg
ment, in tevns which the subj=ct re |
ferred to them demands.  However ]

]

1

devirous they feel of paying a be-
coming deference «nd vespect for
one of the organs of the people ; aud |
however unwilling they muy be to
wound any feeling in the discussion |
of an import .nt and ¢ eplv gterest-
11 & topic. thry are eompelled to en |
ter upon it, regirdless of any moni- |
tor but duty, ofgany obliration but |
¢ which ihe‘;u‘r to the people. |

In the opinion of the committee,
the suggestions in the Governor's
a'dress. in respect to the restrictions
to be imposed upon the press, ave
highly exceptionable, asthey elate
to the body ‘o which they were ad.

]
}
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commeonweslth, und to the liberty of
I —
* [he fullowing is thc passage in the
Governar’s Speech alluded 1 2

“ May I n i here be allowed, withow
incurring the impuia:.on of a personal mo
tive 1o remind toe legislative guardizns of
the reputation, as well as the Lves and for-
tunes of our felinw-citizens, thar hibelline
(g oss and m-l-gnant Ubelling) has become |
the crrymwr sin ot t1e nailon anu the ume-!
It is not the licenticusress of u single per.
son ; nor-the machinations of a partculas
party, to winch m the faithful execut on ol
my ffice, rhe legislative atriention is thus
direcied. The crime is to me the samie,
wicever may be tire crimrual and whoever
may be the victwm. Butit 18 the genera:
prostitution of the liberty - £ the press, tha:
overwheimirg torrent of political dissen
tion, the inuiscr minare demolition of pub
I'c characrers, and the barbarous mroads
vpon the peace and happ nessol privatein
d vduals, whicli censiquie, i my mind a b
subject fur the lnghest ¢oucern tor your-.
sclves and to your prstenty. The taw
¢onsequences of this pubhic malady begn
already o appear The press has Lt i
LseS as an msnuc-or and censor. itz
of the same community are pledged 1o mu-
tua! hatred and persecuiion.  All respec
for e magistracy and the laws isiially,
ino dension God and w.sc men w
¥ 11 ahando:. the iield of public service —
Lo wite a farality not uncummon  n the
hist 1y of manous the avowed fnends
a tree representative goverrine: t are arm
mg its real enem:cs with weapons ror i

«“ The evil, gentlemen, is clvioms wnd
afticung : but wihicie shall we svek the a.
tiloie and the cuie ! The mose zealow
advocate s of a fiee press have aiways the’
that to prescrve ts Lverry, irs Licennous.
ness mos: be restratrned. U'he law provid
perhaps sufucienuy fir the punshunent ¢

hat spec'es of reparation to the feeling
ard fame f thedmjured, and even the op

poril ities to escape coaviciion, are poiuts ;

|
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2 convieted libeller ; bur the inadquacy o) |
=4 3 ol oy !l
on whchthe lawas stiil suscoptble o

grea and™ ﬁiiﬁiiou:.l amenument. 1

we uld, laacre:f'%_re, vene 1o suuspest tha.

every printer who assials the churaceer via

cr:zeu, should be con.pelled, f requirea to !

publish his detence ; that every prouter and
ed:tor of a rewipuper, or cther pericd &

w v}

eence ol che fuct ot pubi cien, tpon Uas
at luw , and whencver o graud Jucy shaii
Present a press, asa puiic vaesancs, the
. Pricter and the editor she o be
recogrizance’ witly suretivs for thew good
beuavour, and the ¢t authoiZod 10 s,

prossat-fora himied e,

remedy must be suppiiod by the good seuse
a d viriwe ol thy ¢ mmumry ; s e the
cr e of Lbeliing, lire the cr rie of duelling

wiil furever depend fer its 1ndulgence anc
s urputity upon public wse and public
Gpunct. Your predecessors ndoed, iutely
eniacredalaw for tne more eectual preven.
ten and punishment of dueels; but wctlect

e 1hia' guels are smong the valura: ang
Wil cliee's of kucls, 'you gentiemen, win,
1 am conbdent, bz s lcions o discred:s
and supy; ress tl e canse ol cuch complicared
mucchiiet, by tie influeics ol your exanipic
tud sdvoce, as weil as oy he exercise o
Your iegslative anihoriny.”?

Bavaiter alis
eronot be demed, thar the on!y efiveual !
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rﬁ bly ; or he could not have submitted
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Ciade of aur condpet 3* and the com-

{
|
}
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| Brjtaing means only a freedom from
i
l
E
|

dostigtion and the law.,
¢, should a1egister s uamean some |
publ.c chace of the proper connty, t0 be evie |

the people. It appears to the com-
mittee, that the Governor must have

derstanding of the General Assem:

projects te thewm, which, if carried

inte- effeery orust im plicate them in
gu lt or ignorance.  In either view, ||

his sugzestions do not accord w th]z
|
i

his professions of deference for# the |
- - I
cutity of our metives and the rechi-

mittee would consider themsclves
v ur-faithful to their trust, if, from |
false delicacy, they had been com-
pelled ro silence on this subject.
The 1lthscetion of Vhe first article
f the constitution acclares, ¢ that
‘he Governor shally, {rom time to
ine, give to the General "Assembly,
nformution el the state of the com |
nonwecl'h, and recommecendd to their
consideration, such measures as he
shall judge expedient.” l
Tlie Governor then 1s directed to ]
recommend to the General Asseme!
bly. such measures as he shall deem |
sxpedient ; bui those measures. the,
committee are warranted tn saying, .
re to be in coinsonanee and not in
conftict with the constutution.
By the cizhtarticle, ¢ members of |

‘he Geueral Assembly, and all offi- )
cers, exccutive and judicial, shall!l
be bound, by oath or &fii ma ion, lu!l
sunport the consiitution «f viis com-|
monwealgh, 20d o perform the du-
s of their respecuve cffices with
ﬁ..,,!",}..n. |
The 26th sectlon of the rinth arti='|
cle. contains this solemi and empha- H
e dechiration ¢ » T gutd azainit
transgreevions cf the high pew rsy!
which w: (th peod’e) ha e deegated. l
Wi DECLARE /ha’ EVERY THING
IN THIS ARXTICLE I~ EXCFrPTED oul
of the g meral powers of guuernm nt,
€ SHALL FOREVER KEMAIN INVIO-|
LAYK ™ I
‘T'he 7th section of this ninth arti-!
cle, thus excepted out of the gene
~al powers .'['gm.'emmcnt, an' which |

s forever "o rémain iuviolate, de |!vteemed to have check chough ugon
clares, that « the printing ;;rcf;acs'f

shall be free to every person, who||

i tlertakes to examine the proceed !}

ingrs of the legislature, orany branch H
of wovernmen' : and no Lw ball’
ever be made to restrain the !ight!
thereofs  The free communication !
f thouzhts and oninions, is cne of |
e iovaluable rights of man; ond!
very citizen mav freely speak, write
and print ON AXNY SULJACT. bebnr|
sponsibie for the sbuse of that )i-|
ety -
Assuming the constituiien tH€n as
heic tex , and the chart ana com-
ass hy which thuy are to be guided ;'i
did haviag sword to suppert that in-|
~srament 3 and considering the pro-
icet suggested by the Governer as
noversive of cur tr.me of govern-
nenty, the comimittee catnot with

| upoh ite

CARVET.

‘old their reprobation of a measuve,

Eich, 1f carmed into effect, would
ivolie the General Asseinbiy in the
ciilt of perjury, and prestrate the
learest and best rights of the people,

Will the committee be r0ld, that
eeause: frecdom o the press in G

he previous rescratnt of the licenser,
nerefore such is the ireedom of the
sress in our republic 7 Isthe f‘ablcd‘
oustitution of that mounarchy, to be |
lassed with the real onus -of this
cimmonwealth 2 Aile we tofiisort
o <he polilical vocabulary of Klngs, |
o dcfine e hberty of an American ? |

Uhe consututinn of G. Britain ex
ists only iu hmaginmion  The om-
cpotence of Parliasuent is the ¢o -
There the li-
Gof the subject is in the safe

Thpag b=
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veurd ina o
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i dient and  dutitul Parliament, and
Fhere the frecdom of the press may

l dered 28 1s froedom, are we thusto
I ?  Is the liberty of |

kecing of a Monarch and his obe-
=¥

mean tie freedom frow previous res-
raint, because the government so
w lis i, But s the Generval . Asseme
ly, like _he Ring, Lotds and Com
moas. botnd by no rule but will,
nd resiricted by no limit but exXpe
Jiency € Does the liberty of theci
tizens hieve depend upon a General
Asseinby 7 Ave there no land marks

» direct them, no bounds beyond
which they dare not-pass, no bricf
»f the people winch defives and des-
&cs their powsers?  And because
‘e abolinon of a licenser of the
ness s Great-Britaln is there const-

t of *¢ the Capulets.”

———

| ¢ compelied to give evidznce against

an Englishman the st
we are (H measur
American ! Forbijgi
I Pt'nnﬁ}' Iveniad
of the press ever eXioge
fore, the freedom of gt
morve here than i .;f' :
No previous restrafng

s
i

N the press
was removed, becaus e had been
imposed, and therefors the freedom
of the press canrot- i e a frecdon
from imprimatur, ~ T T T

Let us revert fo the Bonstitution
itseif. an1not to British autherity, ta
tell us what are the powers drl'rr_z;a-
ted Lo the government  and what are

\fice. 'af the Jawyer under a similar.

the rights reserved by the people.—
That constirution authffises cvery

on any subj ct, being responsibl- for
the us  of that Iiber V. As respon
sibiiity is a sort of cabalistical term
in the mouths of some of nul'jul'isl
consults, whenrapplied to the projie,
but not t» their seivants, the com-
mittee will submit their view ol 1t
Ly the light of reason, common sense
ard the constitution. The twenty-
sixth section of "he bill of rights, as
was bifore said, excepts out of the?
general powers of the government
every thing contsined in that bill of
rizhts ; the guarantee of the f ecdom
ol the press 1s contained in the bill
of rights ; and, thercfure, the press
is excepted cut of the gener.! pow-
ers aof government.  The legisiature
have no authority derived from the
constitition, to legislate on the sub-
ject of the press, and, therefore, no
irw can be passed by thent to cpe-
rale even as a subsequent testeain ||
Existence 1s necessary to
freecom, and how can a press be
free tha s deprived of its being !
How, then, it mav be triumph

untly asked; (s a ciiz:n to be res-
pousible  for the abuse of the li-
bevty of l%c press f To his’
Ly -
C

guesiton” there 1S a plain and read)
The existing liw on the
subject, at the tiny of the formation
anC adopucen of h coiistitulion, was

was the cominon
law, wnich che committ-¢ will here
after notice, that putthe citiz nto a
rigoruus respoasibility. I was sure

ly unuecessary, us will be shewn
herculie, to cstabiish arespen-ibili y
MUl'e severe 5 Nayy 1L 1s sCalcely Com-
patibie with the principles ol a foee
sOvernment, that 1t showld eXsi n
the degree it now aous, much less
that s momentum sbouid Le an-
creas: de

‘I he constitution and the trial by
jury buve furnished thomes of suno
rious deciamaion, when an cbnox-
ous but stlutary law was to be de-
[vated, or office to be acquired 5 bu
when a prioter is to bo ruined in tus
fortune, and his reso nces of subsis-
tence eut off, then indecd the consue-
tution and wizl by jury are not heard
ot , and iroin the death hike silence
i respect o them, it would appuar
as il they were assigned Lo the tomb

hecntirusiess —it

‘The 9th section of the minth article
declares, * that wm all criminal pro-
secutions,y the accused hadh a riggnt
to be heard by himself and counciy;
to duemand’ the nature and cause of
the accusation against bhim ; to meet
the withe-ses tuce to face 5 10 have
compulsury  process fur obtaining
witnesses 1n his favor 5 and in pro-
seculions by indictment on informa.
tion. & spee.y tral by an impar il
javy of the vicnidze s thet ke cannot

famse:f ; nor can he be deprived ol
his iiley hieriy, or preperty, unlcss
by e judgmeat of s peers or the |
law of ihe land.”

1'he 51h section of the same ninth
article declares, * that trial by jury
shz!l be as beretofure, and the
right  thereot shall  forever  re-

/] \ _ viibe divegted of his propertv, unless
civyzen froely to speak, write and print b by.the_jﬁ;"mem of his p ers.

wiatn invioiate.” By the cosstitu-
tion, then, a printer caniot be com-
p lled te give evidence against i
self ; nelther can bhe be deprived <
his property ; unless by the judg-
mcnt of his peerse 1o requue a
printer to regis er his name i avy
ppublic office as evidgnee of any livel-
lous charge against him, would b

llzimeaf . ahid W auih-angz; agl'txixtf
JUry (o present a press as a pubic
nuisance, and a court Lo suppiess +
tor a limited time, would be 10 de-
prive bim of his property withou

to compzl hevs to give evid nc' against '

i+ litde briel authority, flatteving

The press of a printeris as much)
his property, as the sh'p which be !

{ long+ 1o the merchant, or the library |

to the attorney ; and to suppress the
formeron the presentment of a grand
jury and the fiat of a court, would|
be-equally an infraction of the con-|
stitution, as to scuttle the ship of |
the merchant, or to seal up the of |

tion or profession is as much his pro
pe:ty as the materials he employses (|
it is Lis living$ and if you deprive Bim
of his living, he is deprived of his
all. Thesiralle or art of a printer
then, i< his ‘property, and he canno’

The committ’ee cannat but recur
tr a memorable declaration made by
the Governor, in lis reisons for ne
gaiving a bill to alier the mode of
appointing the Comptr:ller and R -
gister-generv—"+ I Aave mo ambt
tion frr pow r ! (smc L) but I trus:
I shull be (xcused in holding it as a
sacred duty, to transmit the consti-
tution (which approaches as near t
perfection as ary that ever did o
does now exist in the world) unim-
paired and unshackled by any act of
mine ;" and they ave of opinion th.
house ought to reiterate the declara-
uon, and with unaffected soleinnt'y
nd sincerity aver, tha' they are net
ambitious of power, and that they
hotd 1t a sacred duty to transmit the
constitution to their successors ui-
impairea and unshack'ed by any ac
of theirs,

The commitiee cannot admit, tha

f the General Assembly possessed

the pewer, it would be expedient Lo

impuse the suggested restriction.

upon the press, 1o borrow the law-
guage « f the eloquent Juuius, ¢ Le

it be impressed upon your minds,
et 1t bo instilicd we your children.
‘e the 1 berty of the press is the

palladium of all the civily politcat,
2.d ‘reigious rights of an Amecun-
can."”  Shail we then cotsent @ pu!

this pallacium iuto the keeping of
grand juries and courts BEO:= like
the sacved fire, shall it bé gua dec
alone Ly the vesital cye of the people £
In the regions of monarchy, thes
deadiy night shude of the common faw
ou livels and contempts might ihrive

wid foarish under the Governot” 1e

cimo N but the temperate climate o
Pennsylvinia is not «dapted to its
exis cnce or its culture. Here we
Jusire not a star chamber or a Jef-
fries, the will of the people, and not
hat of a Gov: rior or « Judge, mu-t
be the law of Pennsylvania.  \WVha
said our Euavi.ys, Marshall. Pirck

ney and Goarry. ‘o the Fronch Minis

ter of Foreign Relations I—+Theye

aius - f the consutution cainet be
avorruled by those whe admiiister
the government. Among 'he prin

ciples decmed sacred in Ameiica j—
among those righis considered a-
forming the bulwark of ‘Belr literty.
which the government should cou-
template with awful reverence, an

approach snly wi'h csuticus crrcumn-
spectio@, there s none of which tht
importance is moredeeply hnpresse
ou the public mund, than the liberty
of the press ;" and e “en i England
says the enlightened authdr of the
Soirit of Despotism, ¢ the libewty o
the press is not openly infringed—
it is our happiness and our glory—
a0 se: of men, whatever e theb
power, or their wishes, dare to vi:

late this sacred privilege. Butir
neathen mythology we learn, tha:
wh:n Jupiter could not force certair
obstacles by his thiunderbolts he foun!
m easv admissien 1n the shape of a
golden shower.”

‘I'hat there are presses which are
nuisances, and that have losg thels
uses % as nstructors and 2gEERee
we need not travel out of thiSSges:
o demonstrate ; bu' the conunitiee
are of opinien, that even they ough:
‘0 * remgim - undisturbed as mou:
ments of the safety with which erro
Lof opinion (nag,. unexawpled lLicen
‘lousness) may be tolerated wher
reason 18 lef free to combat it.”

What, sour commiter would ask
vould be the effect ol the restric

ions suggested ! The suppressio
f certain presses, obhoxious to,
ourt -nd th- puling powers, whil
aose of a differcat cast, yielding inve
siicit homagze to men dressed up in

vices, would roam at larze, unhound.
cd and uncontrouted, thirsiing foe
and gluting thems lves with the
feelines 48 the reputaticn of wo e
‘han half of the community. If the
pressis an evil, lct that evil be core
rected by the press itselfeslet the
;ﬁ%qsi stand on the footing of equals
le'i a

will decide between them,

rizens.of Pennsylvania ¢ are pledged’
to mutual batred and persecution,™
aithonzh they have no doubty that
hatred and persecution have had, an
unfortu: ate reigh among us ; neitliep

| ~amcthey admit, thet all respect for :

thelaws is falling into derision. whate
ever feeling may bLe entertaimed fop'
the magistrates, by somie of whom
those laws huve been too long di-
r.ered. _
Theygannot admit that the pres<es
which ar€ 'he obj ciscf denuncia‘ion,
meatthe fulmina‘i- nsagainst them 3
neither arg they dicposced 'to all wy!
hat ¢ oaod8 @nd wise men will abang
don the ficld of public service,” une'
less the presses should he surrens
dered to the disciline and corree-
tion of grand juries and courts, The
wise and the goad ha.% nothing to -
fear 3 vice and c'imeonly s:art back
with dismay from public scruliny
und seck to cenceal themselves iy
the regions of silence a' d fetters.: -
Let us Jook at the state’ of typne
wraphical waifare ia our sta e, and-
what do we diseern ? A hest are
ranged under the banners of the ade
ministration, while a small but Spara
tans bard defends the pass of Ther,
mop e for the peoples [ we recur
 the rerort of the register gener. 1
we findy thet'hu «dreds of dollurs have
heen distributed to parrizans and fa-
vourii- s, who, no doubt, have repe
dered the wished for service, alibhp®
vithout the pule of the law. add wha
+i'l again, for th. same fees, offor
ticr panoply to : rot ct the zo. d ard
vist men in offi e=—where then the
receesitity of new resirictions? They
‘annot be wanted, or their cause
audt be in desiair,

The committee would rthirk theme
scolves guilty of o flu de sey i they
could e er cffsent w arm ¢ arowed
fiends of a free representative goe
vernment,” any more than ¢ its real
cuemies, with weapons for its des-
iruction.*’

The conflagration of the Alexane
drian library by barbarians Was ot
more fatal to literature, than- this
preject would be to the freedom of
he press @nd of the citizens, We
wmig ht indced hear of the liberty of
‘he press, but in the language of Os-
siat 1t wounid be ¢ like the memory
f depa-ted joys, meiancholy only
wo he soul.” d _
‘The commiiee may be told, %e
thereis no phrasc or sentiment which
snophisrry caunot. pervert, or inge=
nuity torture, that the licentiousngss

y» atd the good sense and virtue vl -
' srdbbat:  the people
pré_ﬂntmem. ' Fs‘."ﬂ')f__maﬂ,'s m(.mg ﬁ? -

+ B A;'«'Ihn‘.itimizn:ﬁgarﬂﬁﬂﬁd;
"hat the humane and binevolent cie

A the press is not 1's fiecdom, and™
.0 vestrain 1's licentiousness is not Lo |,
:mpair its libety. This was the sube
tl 'y and vefinemen. offered in supe
p rt cf the sedition law ; bhut the
committee would ask, whether a
erson is permitted the freedom »f
speerh, who has a’'va: put inio his
mouoth by order of sovernment, or
who has his tongue ticd, or hislips
sewn up ! And yet we are gravely
told that to gag the press, totic itg
tongue, or to sew Wy its lips, is no
violation of its freedom ! '
Will 5t be contended, that Pulm,
who wus lately sentenced to death by
v cowrt mariial, and executeg for
ublishing a libel, enjeyed the liber-

210 previcus resiriction upon hispress;
ae did publish and he was doemed to
death forit :and yet our casuists with

. as much propricty might s. y, that

in Palm, the press was free, because
there waswo imprimatur upon ity as
to contend that eur printing presses
will be fiee, when a grand jury
ail a° court have “the power to
prevent their publicationy by a sup-
pression of them. The commit-
‘ee can discern no difference beiween
a previous re-siraint upon the press,
and a subs quent penalty that shall
nave the effzc' of commanding it to
silence. Wil it be admiited that a
man is frec 1o commit muder 2—
surcly there is no previous res roiut

consider it here

-

the juugnent of his peers.

14 heir follics and appiauding their

apon him—nhe has the phvs cal pa» er

|| o commit the acty anc, thvielosc,; he

'y-of the presst And yet there was |
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