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two words
peated up“:ards of three hundred

and eighty times in the dcbatcsllﬂ
Parliament, upon the papers re'a:
tive to the late negocmuon...——-l-n
America, where they pay their
members so much a day, when pre-
sent and upon their duty, they
would have most bitterly complain-
ed of the expense of such debates;

but we, happy, thrice happy we!

sef the © Ut Possidetis,” why not
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EXTRACT

from

Cobbetts Political Register,
For January, 1807.

Tne Utz Possidetis.— T hese are
which have been re-

| ting upon the burning marle,wrang-

what reason I know not, and I can- {
not imagine, insist that they did
begin to negociate upen this basis;
and their opponents contend, as a
matter of course,that they did not.
Very little interest has, however.
been excited by the dispute, every
man of sense clearly perceiving that
the point at issue was not of the
smallest importance. and, at the
same time, reflecting with sorrow
and with shame, thatshile we were
spending our time id such quib-
bles, like Miltou’s fallen angels, sit.

ling about predestination and free-
will, our enemy was carrying his
triumphant arms over ncwly con-

have no ground for any such com-
plaint: for, except in the mere tri-

fling article of candles, perhaps cur I

» |
members cost us just as much at

one time as another. The ¢« Uu
Possidetis,” mean, the learned tell
us, actual possession ; ov the state
of actual possession ; and when they
talk about treating upon the basis
of the +Ut: Possidetis,” they mean
that the parties agree, b_v. wav of
preliminary, or first birgain, that
cach shall retain all that he pos-
sesses at the time the negociators
meet. But, if this be the meaning

give us that meaning in our Own
language at once ? Do those w'ho
make use of such phrases, which
the stupidest wretch upon earth
might learn to use as well as they,
in a few houis ; nay, which a par-
rot would learn, or whi h a high-
dutch bird-catcher could teath to
a buil-inch or a tom iit, in the
gpace of a month ; and do tht:_}'
think, in good earnest, that this
last relic of the mummery of mon-
kery, this plaving off upon us of a |
few gallipot words, will make us |
believe that they are learned 2.
Learning, truly so called, consists |
in the possession of knowledge aud |
in the capacity of communicating
that knowledge to others ; and as |
far as my observation will enable |
me to sneak, what are called the |
dearned languages, operate as a bar |
to the acquirement of real learning.
I a ready hear some pedagogue, or
prdant, exclaim, ** 1 his il:sgrecise.
ly the reacoming of the Fox with-
out a Tail.” But, to bring this
matter to the test, I hereby mvite
the learned men cf the two Uni
versities to a discussion upon the
subject. [ assert that what they
call the LEARNID LANGUAGES are
improperly so called ; und that, us
a part of general education, they are
worse than useless. Two monthe«
will ufford time enough for any of
the gentlemen just epoken of to dis-
prove tkese positions, I will, there.
fore, give them until Lady Day
next. I will publishiheir defence of
theircaliing; and if T do not fairl,
beat them in the controversy, and
that too in the space of 20 columns
of my Register, I will then beg
their pardon, and will allow, that to
be able to speak or write in a lan
guage which the people d> not ue-
derstand, isa proof of learning.—
But, undl then T shall not dissint
from the opinion, ghat none bu:
clear streams are shaliow, and that
1he muddier the water the deeper
the well. Toreturnnow to th= po-
Jitical top'ic' before us: it seems.
from the whole of the published
debates upon it, that, had there
been no such pretty words to be

{14ibility of apeace with Frunce ap-

quered states and kingdoms. The

« Uti Possidetis” could n-t charm

down; it was not a spell strong

enough to stifle the reflection;; & on

hearing the gailipot phrase echoed

from side to side, it was impossi-

ble that it should not occur 1o the

mind of every man, that, between

the two, we had been brought tocur
presentsituation ; the only question

with us being, not which hud

done us most good, but which had

done us the least 'njury; wiich

had had the smalic¢st share in pro-

ducing the ruin and the disgrace of

ourcountry ; a question which most
men will, I think, decide in favor
of the present Ministers, who must

work" day and nigh: for vears, bc-
fore they will be able toaccemplish
a hundredth part of the mischiel
a compiished by Pitt and his mi-
nions.— In the debate attributed to
the House of Commons, there was
considerab einterestexcited bv Mr

Whithread’sdiffering from Minis-
ters,and even projfbsing an amend-
meit to the address. * The Op-
position,” as the Morning Chroni-
cle ca'ls them, des!t i1n more cavil-
ing; but, in the objection of Mr.
Whitbread, there was something
of reason and solidity. * [he Op-
po<ition” said the Ministers had
been ** duped ;”” one of them said,
they had been “ bamboozled ;” they
all said, that no negociation shou d
have been entered into ; thatno be-
tefshould have beengiven to *such
mrn as Bonaparte and Talleyrand )
that it was fortunate the negocia-
tion had failed ; and that we ought
to resolve to be exterminated to
the last man, rether than treat with
Bonaparte untit he relinquished ki
determination nst to suffer us to
have any connection with the canti-
nent But, Mr. Whitbread was
of opinicn, that \here was not suffi-
cient prounds apparent for break-
ing off the negociation ; that from
the moment Mr. Fox became po-
iitizally dead, an anti-pacific spirit
began to appear cn nur part; and
that, as matters vow stoad, the pos-

p-ared to be cut off. He therefore
praposed to insert words to the fol-

the-address to the King: * i0as-
sure his Majesty of the firm deter-
mination of that house, to co-ope-
rate with his Majesty n cuailing
forth the resnurces of the Uniten
Kingdom, for the vigorous prose-
cution ofthe warin which thiscoun-

carnest request, that his Majesty

sistenwith thie honorof hiscrown

brought into playthere could bave
been nothing to talk about which
the public would have been able
to bestow one moment’s attention
upon ; for, of what 1mportance was
1t, in such a negoclation, whether
suck was the basis ornot?  Eve ry
one must know, that, long before a
treaty could have been conclurlec,
there must have been cessions o
surrenders on our part, or that we
couid have obt.iined nothing from
France inbehalf of any nther state ;
and, 1f such was the cuse, of wh.it
Conscquence was it, of what use
wasitto have settled this meve form
of & basis ?

[ P . " k)
tr-n of the blessin 8 cf peace.

nion, to have becn adopted ; and
my Lord ITowick mustexcuse me

lowing effect in the latter part of

try 1s wushappily still engaged;
and to express to his Muajesty an

will, in his paternal solicitude for
his pcople, as fur as may be cons

+nd the interestz of his kingdoms,
P
Jord every fucility to the restora-

This amendmentought,in my opi-

1 heen so many times answered.—
What were the opinions of Mr,

Percival to Mr. Whitbread ? Sup-

pose I knock my neghbour down|
without sufiicient provocation,and

a man still more violent than my-

self, blames me for notsplitting his |
scull, while another man blames |
me for having struck him at all,—
'am I to plead the contradictory o-
| pinions of these men as a proofthat
' I have acted wisely and justly ? —
As to the matter itself,—~what, I

'should like to know, canpossibly|
' be gained by reviving the big talk
of Pitt? He hectored about car-
rying on war for ever, rather than

| suffer Bonaparte to exclude usfrom

| 2.1 connection with the continent ;
‘but, he could quictly slip out of
; place, under false pretences, while

| peace was made bv others, giving

i up all the nbjects for whith he had

‘ pledged himself to contcnd.  For

my pagt, I am thorough!v convin-
| ced, that the Emperor wiil, aslong

as our system of taxing continues, |
agree to no terms of peace which

shali nat be, in his conviction, ca'-

culated to work for our destruction
i us rapidly, and even more rapidly

than war. Never, in my opinion,
as long as that system lasts, wili
England know an hour of real
peace. But, of what use are high

sounding words, without deeds
‘Rerewith corresponding ?  And.
1s it mayv become advantageous to
obtain even a short cessation ol
arms, why should not the wav to
negociation be keptopen ? There
ts nothing, whether as to its eftect
't home or abroad, woise than be-
ing con:peiled to recede, either in
one’s couduct or one’s words. and,
I am greatly deceived. if Lord
t{owick expects to be al:l: to keep
the ground upon which he now

stands or affects to stand, with res=|
pect to France. I am for no dis-
graceful terms of peace ;hut to talk
of reczvering the continent is now
madness ; and I would be willin

to make peace immediatcly, leav.
ing Napolcon to take what he can
in Germany, in Poland, and in I-
taly, Sicily included, 1 know of
no treaty of alliance that we hate
with Sicilv. I knoweofno reason
whether of justice or of policy,
for our carrying on war for a day
for Sicily any more than for Hano-
ver. I would give up nothing that
should tend, In anvwise, to weak:
en oursclves ; but [ would make
not the smal'est sacrifice for Rus-
' sia or any other connection. There
was a state of things, in which such
| con tections were amongst our best
| means of defence, as well as of of-
| fencegainsteur formidableenemy;
' that state of things, thanks to the
| Piits, is completely overturned.—
! There s no longr a trace of it re

' maining : and yct, these Pitts now
' cail upon us to curry on war, until
1{11& list man in Ergland shall be
| exterminated, rather than give up
i connections with the continent faa
it we will give up éur maritime

| rights, or only a part of them, N..
poleon will give us a conwsection
i with the continent : he will give us

| to have certain other connections ;
x and, though this weuld be to sacei-
| fice us to thnse connections, and to
| the private feelings and interests
belonging to them, I suspect, that
there ure persons in this country.
who, upon such terme, would wil-

mMorrowe

y |{ guard against ; and, we may be as.

| Hanover even now, and suffer us|]

lingly see a peace coacluded to.
ro r.h.at 13 what, in our ne- |} about the Dutehy of Brunswick or!'ed
gociations with France, v« have to

'y sured,sthat all the big talk abour
if I think his closing argument, to [ cur Aonor has in it, at bottom, no-

wears it, they made the provision
recited in eur motto.* The mae
kers of this law foresaw the conse-
quences that would unavoidably
resuit from leaving it in the power
of‘the crown to make war for fo=
reign possessions, belonging solely
to the King; and the fair construc=
tion of the law is, that war should
not be waged by this country, withe
out previcus consent of Parliament,
for the sake of any foreign posses-
siqn,-,lhe private property of any
prince sititing upon tiis tnrone,
whether he were #ien born abroad;
or whether he should thereaffer be
born in Englandi The words ¢ not
being a native of this kingdom,”
applied immediately to the succese
sor of Queen Anne ; but they also
applicd to his descendants. The
applied to him as the head of the
house ; for the provision made part
of the compact with his successors
as v e.las with himself. The d- ubte " -
ful expresaston of **1n cuse the crown
should hereaftet come, &c. &c.”
was used because it was not, when
the act was passed, certain, that
Qa_u'rn Anne would die without
children ; and the whole tenor of
t:'n'_- act clearly shows, that the oba
ject of the provision was, to
vent this natioa from being involva

ed in wars for the eake of domi
nions. the pg'op% of the prince,
and totally separafe in interest from
the kingdom of England. Yet we
have beén at war for Hanover, and
thatthe previous consent of Parlia=
ment was not obtained we all well
know. Nay, if the French had
stood out, we are plainly told by
| this author, that we should have
 been at war for Hanover now, and
nic corps, but solely because Fronce|! s2lely for Hanaver ; for. that, under
was at war with Lnglind; & whiie |1 such circumstances, Hanover is e
we were invulnerable here, the en- || dear to us as Hampshire! And
emy was determined to wound u || what are these circumstances ? [s
through IZanover. But to adopt|{there any thing peculiar in them 2
the sayving and maxims of a great Were we in aliiance with Hano=
s‘alesman, it seems to be, that, un- || ver Had that gallant and gened
der such circumstances, Hanover ||Tous natioh lent us any aid,
hould be as dear to us as Harip- || either in men or in moncy, prea
shire ; and whenever it was attack- || vioustoits being conquered? No =
ed, for British interests, it should || this is not pretendeds Ther. is na
bedelendcd by British magnanimi || pretext of obligation, either exe
ty.—But the same feelings respect. || press ortacit, set up. The circum-
ing Hancorr, prevailed at Par:s as}| stance (for there is but one) is,—
here ; and fromthe first moment offge Hanover was conquered beca,me
the negodiation, it was resolve @ it{fdrance was at war with England.™
should Le restored to its lawtul so || Wel, and will notHhinovcraZwaqe
vcreign. Indeed it wasneedless to be COD(’[LI@I"E(]. Uﬁdtr s:milal‘ Ci‘l"
do ctherwise ; for they well knew || cumstaices 7 And must we make
that BrRish honor would never have || war (~r continne war; which in ef-
consenzed to surrender it.” ~ Now || fcct is the same thing) against her
[ do not say that Lord Grenvilie || every time she conquers Hanover 2
uttered these words :—1 com-|| And, must we never mike peace
ment upon them because I fiad {| without obtaining the restitution of
them pubiished ing pewspaper ;— || Hanover, cost wiat it may ? Dua
and because I am convinced thad || ring the List war, Hanover as well
they expresy doctiines which, it}jas England was engaged againsg
adhered to, smust accomplisn th-§ France ; but Hanoverdthought pro=
extingushment of the remains Uf.l per to maképeace without consulte
British l}l)ert}'. Wha the ‘; great iﬂg us Or our intercsta. Then it
statesman” alluded to is, Pknow {{ was loudly and vehemently cone
not ; but be he who he may, Wid&Jtcndtd by Lord Grenville and the
vdo 1 differ from bim in feclicg |} whole of the ministry, that Hano-
and in cpmion; »wd, what ver muy :—,fo‘a 11\'“1811 his M *‘jCStY. our gra=
be the feelings of the adihor o tivs ',i ciou King, was the SoVereign of ity
publication, I can assure him, that |{ was, and ought to be, regarded as
Hampshire will think itself as little | a state totally separate from and
indebted to him as to Lord I'vm-{ bavirgoo. onnectionwhat-ver with
ple. Hanover as dear to us as}ithe king om of Great-Britain: and
Hampshire! Tq kim, to this au- {: I remember well, that when some
thor it may be, but, for my part, '’ persons, amongst whom was Mr.
trust I should be ready to shed my || Sheridan, regretted that the pacie
blood to the last drop rather than | fic exampleof the Elector of Hanoe
see the latter a departmentof a vas- | ver was not followed' by the Ki“g
sal kingdom of France, while I of Great-Britain, they were called
have nn scruple to'say, I care just' Jacobinsand Levellers! Butnow
bas much about the former as § do | behold, when Ha .

be continued. Yes, forthe defence
and future safety of England, Ire-
land and Scotland ; butto tell them
that we are at war for connections
with the continent, is not the way
to make them approve of its conti-
ruance ; for while they are perfect.
ly unabimous as to a war for the
safety and honor of their own
country, they are not much less
unanimous in scouting the idea of
continuing the war for the szke of
the contincnt, every part of which
they plainly see at the fect of the
conqueror.

There came out, however, in the
course of the debates, some obscr.
vations, which, as published in the
news-papers, are well worthy our
attention. The first that [ shall
notice, relates to Hanover, and [
shall give them here, as I find them
in the speech published under the |
rname of Lord Grenville, as fol- |
lows: ** Now, as to Hanover, th's
was a nice and difficalt point, any
nNo misrepresentation should be al-
lowed to go abroad respecting it.
Never was the issue of the nego-
ciation connected with its fate. —
Never did any interested freling a
rise fromit. Butshould it be a'ic-
nated for our sake 7 What if he
thought that we owed such a debt
as that we acknowledge to Russia,
to Sweden, to Nuples, how much
higher the debt we owe to our own
Sovereign? And surely we would
avoid the disgrace of such a sacri-
fice, which would coniound us with
those who made such shameful sae
crifices to their own fears, or their
own 1rterests, lanover was at
tacked, not asa German territory,
not as connected with the Germa-

nover is conquere
3 when France has gotten come
the Principality of Hesse. Hano- ! plete possession of it; or when she
ver as dear to us as Hampshiret .I  has given it to another power ; now
know not what the people in the Wwe areto fight apd pay for its now
North mav think of this ; but it Wwe are “ not to give it up ;”’ now

wit, that oné man's blaning minis-
ters [or toomich readiness to make
peace, and other’s biaming them
tor too much readintss to break off
:he negociation, was a proof that

| thing more than the wish, if not
| the settled intention, of sacrificing
i England to selfish conncctions ; &
{ that,‘ as to the honor of t4:is coun-
| try, 1t never enters into either the

e

ene 1s considered, by this author

really and lijerally comes home tg we are to look u
my hre-side ; atid a great conso'a. - bd“g 4s niear an
tion 1t must be to one to lear, that' of the ¢

Y.

pon it, in short, as
d dearto us as one
ounties-of England {* Wa

b
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quirks, by which, with the aid o
a p'ace and pension majority, hi
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l the ministers had acted wisely, had | heads or the heartsof those (I mean
no force at allin it, & was nothing || the news-wr.ters, of course)whoare
more than _one ¢f those old Pitt- i everlastingly repeating the word

fi| Itwassaid in oneof those spceches

* ¢ That in case the crawn and imperial

as haviag no gre: A1 4 :
g o greater claims upon dignity of this realm shall hereafrer come

the govert an z : ' ' i

. gh er:;ﬁnrnf thah a Huanove. to any person, not being a native of thig
riun fero ~—When the pt‘()p?e of l‘"'_g“‘?"“ of England, th:s nation be n.t
Eng.l_and. with the %ing which they ‘;lf}ﬁfﬂf‘" engage inany war for the dea
had introduced at their head, made. doyor befops o o> 2FIEMTitOTics, which

their opinion, that the war ought
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: Sl'!thut the prople are unanimous in
i Lordship’s solid arguments had ) o4 realm

dotiot- belerg to the e o
the setilement of the crown of this g *0 the.crewn of Kngla

t of C with<uf the ccns=nt of Pur iapreat., . 2
upon ;he fa%xly that now ea-W.;ﬂhmma-lgmw 13:b, Chap.
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