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EXAMINATION
of
Colonel George Morgan
CONTINUED,
i

This letter (from Col. Burr) was |
handed te me by a man who cailed|
himself Connt Wiilie, I believe my
son did not call upon me that even-%
ing, but rext morning I infor:_nedl
him, if I was able, 1 shonld certainly |
go and wmeet Col. Burr, aniﬂur'e-;;
quested*him and his brother it
with a letter of introcuction explna-
tory of their names and theiv inten-
tion. What conversation took place |
between him and my son 1 shall not|
state. Col. Burr mentioned Colonel |
Dupiester to me as one of the first,
military characters of the age, I
shall pass over the conversation and!
incidents during dinner,  After din- |
ner I spoke of our fine country ; I
observed that when first I weat there.
there: was nut a siagle family be-|
twween the Alleghany mountain and
the Obto, and 'that by and by we
should have Congress sitting n this
neighbourhood or at Fittsburg. We
are allowed to sport these things
over a olass of wine. ¢ N»n, néver,’
satd Col, B. ¢ for in less than five
vears you will be totally divided from
the Adaptic States,” The Col. en-
tered into some arguments to prove,

first reason was, the produce of the
sale of the western lands being car-
ried to the Atlaniic States, and thut |
the people to the west should net be
reibutary to them, He said that our
taxes were very heavy, and demanded!
why we should pay them to Atlantic
varts of the country. Dy this time
1100k an opportuni.y to cbscrve, God
{orbid! I hoped that no such things
would happen, at least la tuy time.
‘A’his observation terminated the con-
versation as to that particular ‘point

It then turned oh the weakness and
imbecility of the Federal Govern-
ment. I ddu"twggellect saying any
thing on the subject. [ began to
think all was not rizght. He said,
with 200 men he could drive Coun-
gress, with the President at its head,!
into the river Potomac, or that it |
might be done ; and he saidy, with
500 men he could take possession of |
N: York. He appealed to Col. Du- |
piesien if it coutu not be done,  He|
bowed dssents Thoere was a 1‘cp!f*
hade to this by one of my ¢ons, that

he would be de=d if they could rake

ouniittle town ol Cannoensburg with

that force. - Some shore time alter |
this, Col. B. went out into the p‘as-i
sapge and beckoned t5 my son Tho«!
mas.  They went out and had some I}
wonversatton.  What that conversa. |
tion was Ishall lzave to my son himn- !
sell Lo tetls Scon afier a walk Ww.]-i
proposed to any son's miil, and the |
company wdut.  When' they re-
turned, ong, or both ol my sons canie

W cautiun e, saying, ¢ You muy

depend on it Col. B. will this nighi

open hinasclf toyou, He waits Tom'
 go with him**  After the usual

vonversation, Col. B. went up stairs

and as I thoughtto goto Led. Mrys.
Morgan was reading tome as is usual
when the faumily have reured, when,
aveut 1) <'clotk, and when 1 thought
b2 had becn asleep an hour, she told !
me Lt Cold Burr was coming, and |
usshe had heard my son's conversu- |
voiy sheadded  you'll have it now.”

——

Loud.. Mes. Mergun immediately |
reficed.  The Cols ook his seat by
we.  ie drew from his’ pocket a !
buok 5 I supposed it was a memoran-
dum book.  After looking at it;. he !
usked me, if I knew a Mr. Vigo of |
Yort Vineent, a Spaviard. T repliedl.
voes 3 I knew him ;5 1 had reasons 1!
kiow bim. One was, that I had!
reasons Lo believe that he was deeply
involved in the British conspiracy in
"848, as I supposc, the object of whict
Was 0 gseparate the States 3 & which
Gl Nevilland mysclfhad suppress-
ed. 1 called it a neiarious thing
ainl at the division of the Stutes. |
Was curchul o puk great emphasis on
Hie word nefarious,  Col, B. findin,

what kind ef a 1man he had to des

Wi, suddenly stopped, thrust in:

Tms pocketthe book which 1 saw ha

?.uu; leaves 1a ity and retired (o be
L bedicve T was pretty well under-
800ds The nexe morning Cot. B,
@il Col. Dupiester went off befor
broakfistg without ray EXpectiug it

T :

that day to this I have not seen him
but in this place. DMy son agreed
with me, that I should apprize the
President of our impressions, and
point out a mede by which Col. B.
might be followed step by step. Mr.
M’ Rae—After your observations a-
hout the country and the subsequent
conversation, did the prisoner draw
any comparison between the Las-
tern and Western States 2 A. He
said ¢ Keep yourself on this side of
the mountain, and you'll never be
disturbed.” By which 1 understood
that there was an attempr to be made
to effect a disunion. ‘Fhere is one
inore circutnstanfte which I must
state to the court.” The Sunday af-
ter, the judge of our civcuit court
dined with me. I requested him to |
mention the circumstances to Gen.
Nevill, and invited him to come the
following Sunday to dinner, with
judees Thilman and Roberts, for I
ltad business of the first importance
to commuuicate. They did not dine
with me on that day, but they did on
the following Sunday, These gen-
tlemen wrole a joint letter to the
President, informing him ol my com-
munication to them.

Col. Burr put some questions to
the witness, which were notinaterial.
THOMAS MORGAN
Testified to the same facts with his
father, respecting the meering of
Col. Barr, the conversation after din
ner, &co  Afisr dinner, the Col- bee-
konzd him outs  When out of hear-
ing, he enquired what my pursuits
were, I informed him I was study
ing the law, He said he was sure I
could not find employment for either
body or mind ; and said there were.
or asked if there were noty a number
of young men in Pittsburg similarly

| me off in Kentucky notes,

la mark.

si'uated.  Adding, that under our
Government there was 10 encou-
ragement for talents 3 tha: John Run
dolph had declared on the flocr of
Congress that men . of ‘talents were
dangerous to the Government. He |

isked me how, or whether I would
like a military expedition ov lilc—

aepend upon the cause for wiaich 1|
was to fight, I think previously, or
certainly soon afier, he said ¢« 1 wish
you were on your wayv with me’—
After asking Col B, coiiceraing .
young m.n (Mr. Duer) living at N.
Irleans, with whom I had a slighi
acquaintance, he said he was doing
wel) ; and he then spoke of Duer’s
brother, who, was also doing well a-
a lawyer, but that he had much ra-
her be at the head of a military
corps. !

Examination of 7acob Allbrights

The first I knew of Lhis business
was, 1 was hired on the island to
help tobuld a kiln for drying corn ;
and after woiking some time, Mus,
Blanmerhassett told me, that Mr. B,
and Col. Burr were going to luy in
nrovisions for an army fora year. [
went to the mill where I carried the

d[‘i:d.
business on the island. Last fail,
afier Blannerhasset' had come home
--hie had been promising me money
for some time—1 stept up to him.
He bad no money at the tiime, but
would pay me soon.  Says he ¢ Mr
\. vyou are a Dutchman.” But he
asked me frst and foremost whether
[ would not join with him and go
‘down the river.  Irold him I did’a:
know what they were upon ; aad he
suidd ¢ We are going to sett:e a new
country.” I gave him an answer,
that I would niot likke to leave my fa-

faimilies to go along with him. Then
he said to me, * youare a Duich-
man, and a common man; and as
the Duich are apt to be scared by
high men, if you'll go to New Lan
caster, where the Duich live, and get.

xive yop as maay dollars’ 1 went
wme then and gave him no answer
upan-that. ~ In a few days afer the
houts came amni landed at the island.
Fhe snow was about three inches
deep, and I weut out a hunting. 1
vzs on the Ohio side. T wmet twe
en ; I knew they belonged to the
soats, hat I wanted 40 find out ; and
| hey asked me whether I had no
siven my conscnt to go along with
Biunnerhassett down the river,  As
_we were talking tegether, they nam-

s CUDARY W3 son & and frou

My answer was, it would entirely |

corn to be ground, afier it had been !

I worked four weeks at tha 'chrson, I don’t particularly know

nily.  He sdid be did not want any !

30 or40 of them to go with us, I will

longing to the bnats landed at the is-
land. \Wtlien they dsked me whe-
ther I had not consented to go down
with Blannerhassett, I put a question
to them—1I told them I did not know
what they were about; and cne of
the gentlemen told me they were
going to take a silver mine [rom the
Spanish, I asked the gentlemen
whether they would not allow that
this would raise war with America.
They replied, no, These were only
a few men; and if they went with
a good army, they wouid give it up.
ad nothing mere be said about it,
I had all this conversation with the
two men. These men shewed me
what fine rifles they had goinz down
the river with them. T!en I went
to the island and Blannerhassett paid
Peopie,
however, did not like these notes,
and I went over to the bank of Ke-
nawa to change them. I gottwo of
the notes changed, and one, a ten
dollarnote, was returned to my hand,
for which I wunted silver {rom Blan.
nerhasstt, I went to the island the
davy the proclamation came out'—
But before I went to Blannerhassetu’s
house, I heard he was not at home,
but at Marietta . ¥ wenton the Vir-
einia side, where I met thice other
inen, bilonging to the boats with 3
coruplete rifless  They made a call
upon,me to tuke them to the island
in my canoe, & 1 aceepted (excepted)
‘o it ; but aficrwards I carried the
third man, who stood close by my
canoe, over to the island. After be-
ing sume time on the island, I went
down to the fourboats—Blannerhas-
s tt was not at home yet—and I me!
somme of the boat people shooting at
They had a fire between
the bank and boats. 1 waited at the
house till Blannerhasse:tcame home.
He seemed very much scared. One
of the men came up to ask him for
something and he told him, * Don't
trouble me, 1 have truuble enough
atready,”  He wentaup to his chamn-
ber; and I saw no more of him. 1
~sked an old gentleman to go up to
his chamber, and change my note
for silver.  He did go, and biought
ne silvers By and by I heard that
they were going to start that nighe.
Thinks I, « I'll seethe end of it.”"—
I’his was the night of the very day
hat Blannerhasscit got back from
Maiietta—He got back before night.
When night came ony I was among
the men, and also in the kitch=n, and
saw the boat-men running buliets, —
One of them spoke out to the others,
“c Boy-~, let’s mould as many bull ts
as we can fire 12 rounds.', Alter
that [ saw no more till about twelve
o'clock at night,  Then Blannerhas-
sett came down from the chaniber ;
and called up some of his servants
he had four or five trunks: There
were not trusty hands encugh to car-
ry them to the boats, and some per-
sons called after my name and asked
me to help them 3 and ¥ carried one
of the trunks and moved along with
them. When we got down, some

who, but think it was Blannerhassett
himnseif, asked me to stand by the

trunks, tll they were put into the

boats., VWhen the last of them went

off, 1 saw men standing in a circle

on the shore; 1 went up tothem;

perhaps they were five or six rods
from me. The first thing I heard

was, their laying plans how Blanner-
hassett and Comfort Tyler should
get safe by Galliopolis. One Nahum
Bent was called forward, ‘and when |
he came, Blannerhassett asked him
whether he had not two smart horses

N. Bent answered no ; he had but
one, 'Then Blannerhassett told him
to go to Capt. Denie and get his sor-
rel horse ; and N. B. told him that
the sorrel horse had no shoes on ;
and Blannerhassett said the roads
were soft and would not hurt the
horses Blannerhassett told N. Bent
to meet him and C. Tylersomewhere
about Galliopolis : Beunt epguired how
he was to find him out ; should he
enquire for him ? ¢ NoJ,—Have you
né friends there? ¢ No.” Mus,
Biannerhassett then came forward,
a~d she told Blannerhassett and C. |
Iyler, that they muast get a cange
and get into it before they got to
(Galliopolis, and saildown the stream
She said she’d pay for the canoe,—

=d themselves Col, Burt's men, be-

!;'-
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grounds from the rest asto manv
points of legal enyuiry as well as evie

| dence : that there were alse diffe:
rent counsel employed for'the other -
prisoners, which would render a se-
parate .argument necessary.  The
motions ought therefore 1o Yo sepas
rale ; one examihation of *the wits
nesses will be sufficient ; when that
is gone through, Mvr, Hay’s overt act
wilibe a subject of ridicule even to
hi"nse]i‘. ,

Mr. Wickham«=There is anoth¢r
ground of abjection to a juint motior.
Col. Burr is_ acquitted ard enti:led
to his discharge.  Shail he be deg
tained in confinement while evid-nce ,
is examined and argumepts of conu= .+
sel are beard, rclai.g only to the
cases of Smith ahd Blunnerhasseit ? ¢

Galliopolis. Then a man by the
name of Tupper laid his hands upon
Blannerhasselt and said, ‘‘your body.
{18 in my hand in the name of the
| Commonwealth ;" or such a word as
ithat. As quick @s Tupper made
that mdtion, there were 7 or 8 mus-
kets levelled at him. ‘Tupper look-
ed aboit him and said, ¢ Gentlemen,
I hope you'll not do the like.” A
man next to me, about two yards off,
tsaid ¢ I'd as lieve as not.” Tupper
| then changed his specch, and said
he wished him luck and safe down
| the river. Tupper before tokl Blan-
|/ nerhassett he should stay and stand
]ihis trial. But Blanoerhassett said
{ no ; the people in tlie neighborhood
{ were coming down next day to take
| him, and he would go. Next day

Rre T e

i doctor,

‘a.flcr, [ saw the Wood county mili-
tia going down.
off in the boats that night about one.
Q. All! A. All but one who was a
All had some kind of arms.

however count them. Every man |
saw had arms. Q. At what timeof
the year was this? A. I do not re.
collect the particular time—I recol-]
lect the yearbut not the month. Q.
Do you recoilect whether it snows in
September ! A, I do not recollect.
Remainder of the Evide: ce in our next.
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LATEST PROCEEDINGS

Zolonel Qaron Burr,

. Wednesdav, Sept, 2

Mr. Hay wished to know whether

he correctly understood the opinion
of the court delivered the day be-
fore, He had understood it to be
*hat the transaction at Dlannerhas-
sett’s isiand did not amount to an
overt act of levying war against the
United States. #I! so, he should not
be dispoued to prosecute Blannerhas-
sctt and Smith on the indictment for
treason found against them here.
After dismissing those indictments,
he should move the court to commit,
for the purpose of sending them to
the state of Kentucky, where overt
actsof treason could be proved against
them;
The Chief Justice—The court did
not nmiean to give an opinion on the
act at B'annerhassett’s Island, but a
stat-m-nt of the dlaw; to be applied by
the jury—Yct, as the jury has béen
discharged, I think it proper to give
the information requested ; and to
say it was the opinion of the court
that the transastion at Blannerhase
sett’s island was not such as cohstitus
tee an overt act of levying war.

Mr. Hay—As this is the cuse, |
shall enter a nolle preseqgui upon those
indictments, and wish Messre. Blan-
nerhassett and Smith to be brought
into court, that a motion m:ght be
made against them as well as againsi
Col. Burre

Col. Burt observed that the meo-
tions were distinct, and ought net to
be combined. He wished also the
pldace to be specified where the trea
son was alledged. s

Mr. Hay said he did notthink him-
sell bound to specify the place parii-

and Smith were all present at that
place, where an armed mulidtude

though sluwly, in military appear-

after hearing the evidence, ta.which
place the persons ~accused ought to
be sent for triale. Mr. Hay observed
also that the cases of al¥'three being
nearly the same, combining the mo-
tions into one, would save time ;=—
s:nce it would prevent the necessity
of repeatedly examining the wit-
{ nesses;

The. people went |

The Chicf Justice said that the
p'ea ef acquittsl presented a question

resived for discus:ion. Asto the
joint motion, that is another ques-

perscnscharged withthe same crime,
though the tnal canuot be joint with:
‘out consents  Dut I think the mo-
tions ought to bz tuken up separate.
ly ; and as a great portion of tie

ftestimeny must bear upon all the .

persons accused, tht‘)‘ miust all be in
court when the examinaticn s going
on; for the purpeze of cruss exami-
ning the wirnesses,

suggested a difficuliy to M. llay,
arising from the pendency of an in-
dictment for a misdemeanor. It ap-
peared to him, that while a person
was in custody chavged before a court
with an offcnce, that court could not
divest i.self of its jurisdiciien, and
send him to another court to be tried
for any other erime,

Mvr. Hay observed, that sfter the
evidence was exammed, if the court
shotilld be ¢f c:inionthat the pri-
scner ought tr be commitied & sent,
but fer that difficulty, he could then

remove ity by citening a nolle prose-

imneanor,

Messrs. Wickhan and Botts con-
tended that that,question cvuglit to
be settled belore the evidence was
examin: d. -

_Somf; conversation enstied on this
point, = o {

Mvr. Hay said the application made
to the court'was (o commit ; bu the
district Judge was tu transmit tha
prisoner ; that when .the mection

it would be time enough to remeve
the difficulty, ifit should then cccur.

The Chicf-Justice said the princi-
pal difficulty was whether he was
not bound, on the motiofy to commit,
to consider the whole question which
might come before the district Judge.
tle examined the law of Congresu
which requires that if the oﬁ‘ eis
'is to be bound ip.a recognizarce® o
appear before such other comit of
the U. S.as shouiu have jurisdiction ;

as he was able. Heunderstocd, that |
at the mouth of Cumbetland river !
an overt act of treason had been com~, |
mitted ; that Burr; Blannerhassett,’

were assembled. They moved on to j
Bayau.Pierre, certainly not decreas-=
ing, but raihercontinually increasivg, -

ance, until they reached thelast meg-

Col. Burr,~There will be no ne- A
cessity of examining the same wit- _ ¢kis charge | I—But was ready 1o
nesses more than once, as the samé ,~Make his motion for his disciiarge ;
court . will hear their testimonly ; but  having been acquitied of the treason.
’ different evidence may be adduced

and asked how this could be donc

(! When hv was 1z custody here;’ for

another offence 2 He said too, % this

cularly ; but he would do it as well |, court is compelled to spe:ify in its
rorder the court to ‘which he is to be
.sent, and thédistrict Judge is bound

to carry the order imo cffect. How
can this be done while the presecu-
tion for 4 misdemeanor is pending
here . _ | '

Herman Blannerhassett and Israel
. Smith were brought into court.

| Mr. Hay said he was ‘sosry so
“much trouble had been occasiondd ;
that us the court appeared to beof
- be transmutted, until the indictments

fur misdemeneanors weredisposed of,
ne would arquiesce il ‘that epinion,
ahd prdceed to iry Aaron Barr for
a misdemeanor:

The Clerk was about to read the
indictment, when Col. Burr siopped
bim, and said he was not 90 be ar-
raigned, but could plead ‘@'a‘ubn;c};
that Ae was wot tcfayc the court as i

»

Mr. Wist obseived that the pro-

of law and not of fact, und might be

gue on the indictmenit for a misdes

should be made to the distr.ck Judge, -

(1st Vol. LU, S p. 73. sece 33

found bailable, the person accused:

| ; - ) & : o
How many were there inall ! A.||tion. The grand jury ofien find a :
About twenty or thirty. T did not|| bill of indictment against several

on ‘he Messrs, Blannerhassett & Smiih .'-
TRIAL were accordingly sent for 3 but bes 4
of fore their arrival, the Chief Jusctice &
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N, Bent was told to meer them abnve
salhiopolis about day-break, & then
Jlmcy might surrouad (go wreund)

for ene or the other of the persons clamation tnade by-abeofficeref the - 7
accused. _ | court was, that «if any a cou'd
i{ ~ Mr. Botts observed that the case inform the court of ary treastn .c-
y of Colonel Burr stood on dilurept luny, oF misdemeaner sasuuyibted by -
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