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By JOEL BARLOW, Bq

Friends U Mr&nm
Tas day we now cnmrnemonte will

pever cease to extite in us the most e
' ng reflections and mutual g
tions. Minds of sensibility, accus-
ed to range over the ficld of contem-
ijon, that the birth of our Empire
spreads before them, must expand on
this occasion 10 great ideas, and invigo-
rate their patriotic sentimenrs.

The thirty-three years of national ex-
jstence, which have brought us to our

sent condition, are crowded-indeed
with instructive facts, and comprise an
interesting portion of history. Bu
they have only prepared this gigantic
infant of a nation to begin its own de-
velopement. They are only the prelude
to the greater events that scem to un-
fold themselves before us, and call for
the highest wisdom to give them their
proper direction.

It appears to have been the practice
of the public speakers, called to give
utterance to the feelings of their fellow-
citizens, on the anniversary of this day,

_ to dwell chicfly upon those memorable
transactions, which necessitated, and
those which afterwards supported the
act of Independence that gives name to
the presen! festival, Such were the op-
pressions of Britain and our effectual
resistance to those oppressions. Tran-
sactions sozventful are doubtless worthy
to be held in perpetual remembrance—
And -as theg ought never to he forgor-
ten, they should frequently be recalled
to the remembrance of our younger
brethren, who can know them only from
their elders.——But those conficiing
scenes are now become every where
matter of record. They are detiilked 8o
copiously in our snnals and so often by
our orators, as to fender the repetntinm
of their story at this moment far less
important than 'o turn our attention to
other subjects growing out of the inte-
rests of our biessed countiry.
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The form of gvvcrnment we have
chosen, the geographical position we
occupy, as relative jo the most turba-
lent powers ot Earope, whose politicak
maxims are widely different fromours ;
the vast extent of continent which is, or
must be comprised - within our limits;
con‘aining not less than six:een hundred
millions of cres, & susceptible of a po-
pulation of two hundred millions. of hu-
man beings ; our habits of industry and
peace, instead of violence and war—all
these are circumstances which render |
our si'uation as novel as it is important.
It requires new theovies ; it has forced .
d@pon us new and bold, & in some cases, .
donbtful experiments ; it calls for deep
reflection, on the propensities ofhuman
‘nature, an accurate acquaintance with |
the history of human actions ; and what.

‘| terfere with theirs, it copid no longer

| I o ws . .
‘citizens (without any mission but 'the

_.—

not that s‘eudy tension which would
render it completely despotic,
first, where thgy reason correc'iv,
if it ever existed, or ever is to exist,
. mamst be aqurs, IUur nation must, 1t can,
 its- legislators ought to say it chctl, be
‘taught to reason correctly, to act justly,
, to pursue its own interest upon so largc
;a scale as not to interfere with the in-
 terest, or at least therigh's of other na-
itions. -For the ‘moment it should in-

l)c said to be pursu'ng l? own. .
i ‘\What then are the interests of this
'nation, which it becomes us as private

autocratieal right of individuals) to re-
commend to the great body of the A-
merican prople on ihis auspicions occa-
sion ! The most obvious, and [ believt

The /|

is pcrh.lps the most difficult to atiain,
a wise discrimination among the max-

ther times and natioms, to determine

would be detrimental (o the end we
have in view. I would by no means
insinuate that we should reject
counsels of antiquity in mass

rience, because t IS not our own, —
So far as the policy of other nations is
founded on th= real rclations of saqcial
man, on his moral nature undisguised, |
i may doubtless be worthy et imitation ; |

nature disguised by habits materially
different from ours, such policy is to
be suspected, it is to be scrutinized, and
brought to the test, not perhaps of our
experence, for that may. in certain ca-
ses, be wanting, bat the rest of the ge-
neral principles of our institutions, and
the habits and maxims that arise out of
them.

——

cient or modern, that could have pre-
sent~d human nature in the same cha-
racter as ours does and will present it ;
b=cause there has -existed no nation
whose government has resembled ours.
| A repre-entative democracy, on a large
scale, with a fixt constitution, has never

ur departed Heroes and Statesmen
have not gune without their fame Our
tears have mingled with the ashes of
those fallen in our batties, and those
who have descended in peace to a later
tomb, ———=Our gratitude atiends un
the precious few who remain to us of
that list of worthies ; the illusirious re-
lics of so many ficlds of da: ger, and so
many years of labor ; who led us in ail
our darings, when resistance to tyrants,
as well in the forum as the ficld, was
deemed rebellion, and threatened with
death. Their whitened locks, th 't sul!
wave among us, are titles to our vene-
ration . they command, and will obtain
i, while the virtues they have taught
s 1o practise shallcontinue to warmour |
hearts.
But our respect for the memory and |
the, persons of all our leaders will be
best evinced by the pious culture we
bescow on the rich heritage they have
secured and are bandingover to our pos-
session,  The present race is like wise
pumr_!g away ; but the nation remains
and rises with its years. \While we, the
preseat race, are able to call ourselves
the nation, we should be sens<ible of the
greatness of the charge that has devol.
ved upon us. Ve have dutics to pos-
terity as well as toourselves: We must
Rather uprqur strength and encounter
those dutiess  Yes, my friends, we arc
now the nation, As such, we have ar-
rrved at that epoch, when, instead of
Isoking back with wonder upon our n-
fancy, we may look forward wiih solici-
tude 19 a state of adolescence, with con-
bdence to a state of manhoud. T ho',
45 2 natiod, we are yet in the mormng
of life, wolbave already attained an ele-
valon which cnables us to discern our
Course to its meridian splendor : 10 coue
lemplate the height we have to climb.
and, the cammanding station we must
s:;nt, n order o fulfil the destinies to
dn; A we are called, and perform the
Hes that the cause of human happi-
Bl.‘ul'tqlx PPI
o fesat our hands.
the wP'N the United States to act
Nguished part that Providence
them, it is necessary to
;"‘:;‘:‘E‘:!: that lfhc means are with- |
of thegmians 'nllé amiliar knowledge
Moy them in the t®ach us how.to em-
F"O'aedge e+ 'lct:!mmem of the end.
Wisdom, in no :mallth;r'::m::' Iﬂ:l
wie in the conduct of affairs, am-
meutous and 30 ngws  For oor situa-
pects, not only new
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'dual infants.

at all.” The last is the case of. despot-

| pervermsity, is mo more lnabb to these

and

before b-en a'tempted, and has no
where else succeeded. A fedcrul ro-
vernmen’ on democratic principles is
equally unprecedented. and exhibits a
still greater innovation on all received |

has any theorist in political science. any
among those powerless potentates of

so mny valuable thirgs, ever framed
L a system, or conceived a combination
LOf principles producing such a resalr.
Circums'ances b yond our controul
had thrown in our way the materials |
for thys wonderful institution.  Our first
merit lay in pot rejectigg them.  But
when our sages began toitscern the use
that might be made of materials then so
unpromising. they 'discovered great ta-
lents and patriotismyin combining them '
intothe system we now find in operation. .
—It is indced a stupendous fabric ; the
greatest political phenomenon, and pro- .
bably will be considercd asthe greatest
advancement in the science of govern-
ment that all modern ages have pro-
duced.
This is not the moment to go into a |
dissertation on the peculiar character of
our political institutions. The subject .
being well understond by so respccta--
ble a portion of this assembly, and the !
-time allotted to this part of the exerci- |
scs of the day being necessarily short,
I should hardly expect to obtain your |
mdulgt.ncc if [ were even capable of do-
mg Jjustice to so great a theme. Other- |
wise the whole compass of hummm af- l
fairs does not admit of a mure profitable |
enquiry.  Every citizen should makel
it his favorite s udy, and consider it as |
an indispensablz part of the edcuation |
of his children. .
But_nations are educated like indivi~
They are what they are
They become whatever
thenr tutors and iovite and pre-
and fo to become, They
uugH 10 reason correctly je
they may be tauyghbt to reason perv-rse-
ly ; they may be taught not to reason

b

taught to be.

ism: the second, where lhey reason’
perversely, is the case of a nafion with an
unsettled and unpuincipled government,
by whatever techoical name it may be
dunngnmhed for & democracy with- |,
out a constitution, though’ generally &
‘justly called the school of disorder and

calagities, than a monarchy il defined
‘a known principle of acti-

is, in mang res
©us, but newkiso to the world,

ims of wisdom, or what are such in o-I

which of th:m are applicable, & which |

the !
¢ or tarn
a deafear to the voice of modern expe- |

but so far as it is drawn from his moral | .

There h s been no nation, ei'her an- ||

ideas of statesmen and lawgivers, Nnrl

reason,the philosophers who have taught |

{ | cases would produce effects directly the

the most import.nt, r¢ comprised in
two words ¢ and to them | <hall con-
fine my observations : public improve-
ments and pubdlic infiructron. 1'hése
two ohjects, though distinct in the orga-
nization which they will require, are so
similar in their effocts, that most of
the arguments that will apply to one.
will apply equally to both. They- are
both necessary to the preservation of our
| ptwnciples of  government ; they are
both necessary to the support of the

them strong enough for that purpose,
we all know they would very soon over.
turn the government lhcy were mtend-
ed to support. '

With as little prospect of success
cotild we rely upon legislative means’;
that ig; upon laws against treason and
misdemeanor, or any other chapter of
the criminal code. Such laws may
sometimes intimidate a chief of rebels,
or a-few unsuipported traitors., But a
whole geographical district of rebels, a
half a nation of traitors would legislate
against you. They would lhrow-your
laws into one scale and their own in the
other, and toss in their bayonets to turn
the balance. :

Noy the means to be relied upon to
hold thisjbeneficent union together, must
apply directly to the interest and con-
venience of the people ; they must at
the same time enable them to discern
that interest and be sensible of that con-
venience. - The people must become
habituated to enjoy a visible, palpable,
incontestible good'; a greater good than

y- could promise themselves from
any change. They must have informa-
tion enough to perceive it, to reason up-
on ity to know why they enjoy it, whence
it flows, how it was attained, how it is
to be preserved, and how it may be lost.

system in'o which those principles are
wrought, the sys'em we now enjoy ;
they are.each of them essenual, perhaps
in an equal degree, to the perfecting of
that system, to our perceiving and pre-
piring the ameliorations of which it is
susceptible. I shall . dwell exclusively |
on these two objects, not because they |
are the only ones that might be pointed | |
out, but becuuys: their lm.mrtance, ‘
their immediate & pressing importance, |
seems to have been less attended to and |
probably less understood than it vught
to have been among the gcnera! con-
ceras of the union.

Fublic improvements, such as roa'ia
bridges and canals, are ususlly consi-
dered only-in a commercial ant eco
nomical point of light ; they ought like-
‘se to be regarded iy a moral and po-
litical light. Cast your eyes over the
surface of our dominion, with a view to
i's vast extent ; with a view to its pre-
sent and approaching state of populati-
on; with a view (o the differen hats,
manners, | nguages, oririn, morals,
maxims of the people ; with a view 10
the nature of those lies, those political
artificial ties, which hold them together
as one people, and which are 1o b relied
upon, to con'inue to hold them tog ther
as one people when th=ir number sh.ll
rise to hundreds of millions of freemen
| possessing the spirit of independence
[ that becomes their station. 'What anx-
iety, what solicitude. what painful ap-
prehensions must naiurally croud upon
the mind for the continuance of such a
government, stretchmg its thin texture
over such a country, and in the hands
of Such a people ! The prospect is aw-
' ful ; the object, if attainable, is magni-
| ficent beyond comperison; but the difh
culty of attaining it and the danger of
losing it, are sufficient to cloud the pros-
pect in the eves of many respectable
citizens, and force them to despair.—
Despair in this case, to an ardent spirit
devoted to the best good of his country,
is a distressing state indeed. To des-
pair of preserving the federal union of
these republics, for an indefinite length
of time without a dismemberment, is to
lose the highest hopes of human socie-
ty, the greatest promise of bettering its
condition that the efforts of all° genera-
tions have produced. The man of sen-
sibility who can contemplate without
horror the dismemberment of this em-
pire, has not well considered its effects.
And yet I scarcely mingle in society for
a day without hearing it predicted, and
the prediction uttered with a levity bor-
dering on indifference ; and that too by
well disposed men of every political par-
ty. Hence I conclude that the subject
bas not been examined with the atten-
tion if deserves.

I am not yet so unhappy as to believe
in this’ prediction. But I should be
forcéd to believe in it if I did ‘not antici-
pa‘e the use of other means than'those
we have yet employed to perpetuate the
| union of the states. They mast not be
coersive smeans. Such, ones in most

‘ |
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[reverse of what would be intended,—
Dur policy does not admit of standing
armies ;  and if it did, we could not
maintain them suffiziently numerous to

-educated, that he may be able to admi-

rwrought into our state and federal ¢on.
stitutions, are ' in general worthy of the
highest praise ;
human intellect. -
-and tensi
4::1:n"|~ecpon%t
are like a person conversing i a foreign
language, whose idiom is not yet fami-{}
liar'to hime
tive language, and is obliged to trans-
late as he talks ;" which gives a stifhess
to his discourse ‘and betrays a‘certain
embarrassment which nothing can re-

The people of these states must be edu-
| cated for their station, as members of
the great community. They must re-
ceive a republican education ; be taught
the duties and the rights of freemen ;
that is, of American fre¢emen ; not the
freemen that are so by starts, by frenzy
and in mobs ; who would fill the forum
am at that of Cleon ; nor the freemen
of one day in seven years who would
rush together for sale- at the tlustings
of Brentford, and clamor and bludgeon
for a_man "whose principles and person
 were to them alike unknown and unre-
qarderl. ; -
Each American freeman is an inte-
gral member of the sovereignty ; he is
a co-estate of the empire, carrying on
its government by his delegates. The
first right he possesses, after that of
breathing the vital air, is the right of
being taught the ,management of the
power to which hé is born. Itisa se-
rious duty of the society towards him,
an unquestionable right of the individu-
al from the society. .

In a monarchy, the education of the
prince is justly deemed a concern of
the nation. It is done at their expense ;
and why is it so? It is because. they
are deeply interested in his being well

nister the government well, .to conduct
the concerns of the nation wisely on
their own constitutional principles,—
My friends, is it noteven more impor-
tant that our princes, our miilions of
princes, should be educaied for their
stalion, than the single prince of a mo-
parchy ? If a single prince goes wrong,
sbstinately and incurably wrong, he
may be et .aside for another, without
overturning the state. But if our sove-
~eigns, in their multitudinous exercise
of power, should become obstinate and
incurable in wrong, you cannot set them
aside. But they will set yoﬂ aside ;
they will set themselves aside ; they
will crush the state and convulse the

nation, The result is giiillstary despo-
‘ great re-
1ent course of

tism, dismemberment-

public, and, after a su

devastation by civil wars, the settle-
ment of a few ferocious monarchies, pre-
pared to act over again the same de-
grading scenes of mutual encroachment
and vindictive war which disgrace mo-
dern Europe ; and from which many
writers havc told us, that mankmd' are
never to be free.

Our habits of thinking’ and even of-
reasoning; it must be confessed, are
still borrowed from feudal principlesand
monarchical establishments. . As a pa-
tion we are not up to our circumstances.
Our principles in th abstract, as

they do honor to the
But the practical tone
of our minds do net well
with those principles. -We

He thinks in his'own na-

on, and where the'arm of poier bhas

| rest great bodies of freemen with [{" mo\e but frcquent exercise and long
af«*ktr hands, blindéd by igno- || practice., We are accustomed to speak |,
rancey, eated by zeal and led by facti- i',md reason prelative to the people’s edu-
Jous chiefs ; and if we could aaintain i cation pecisely like the aciscocrasicai [{

at the nod of Clodius, or the prytane. |

|of voting becomes an injury to him-

1

|}could pefceive, that avery

Pany other. It would fltﬁ

i3 a oonaldtrable pomon :

subjects of a. Eurol -
Some say the p(opm&nuwdﬂﬂ& X !‘ g
struction ; they already know t00. Illi;ﬁ i
thev casnot ali be ]egcﬂplors and. § oy
es and generals ; the mass ' _-
work for a living, and’ they. need no-n- ? ’._’ X
ther knowledge, than wlut is sqﬁ:
forthat pu rpoge- Others-will tell youit is
very well for the peeple to. gcm mu,éh
education as they can ; but it is. tl;gu'
own coucern, the state has nothing
do with it ; every parent, out of d
to his oﬁ'spnng, will give them wht
he can, and that will be enough:
I will not say how far this manpcr“bf
treating the subject is praper even in
Earope, whence we borrowed it. 'But
I will say that nothing is more prepose,
terous in America, It is directly con-.
trary to'the vital principles'of our con-
stitutions ; and its inevitable -tendency
is to destroy them. A universal system
of education is so'far from being a mat-
ter of indifference to the publlc, under
our social compact, that itis incontestis
bly one of the first duties of the.govern»
ment, one of the highest interests of the
nation, one of the -most sacred ﬂghts
of the individual, the vital flaid of orga=
nized liberty, the precious aliment with= .
out which your republic cannnthglup«
ported.
I.do not mean that our Legislators,
should turn pedagogues ; or send tl'h'
commissioners forth to discipline every
child in this nation. Neitherdo I mean
to betray so much temerity as 1o
of the best mode of combining a
tem of public instruction ‘But 1 fg
my duty on this occasion to use the ﬁt:-‘
dom to which I am accustomed; and
sugges| the propriety of bringing for-
ward some system that shall be ades -
quate to the object. I am clearly of -
opinion that it/is already within the powe
er of our legislative bodiesy both federal .
and provincial ; but if it is not, the pee- -
ple ought to place it there, and see that
it is exercised. It is certain that the.
plan, if properly arranged. and wisely
conducted, would not be expensive.—s
And there 13 no doubt of its absolutey
irresistable necessity, if we mean to pre-l o
serve either our representative prum- '
ple or our federal union, |
It is not intended that evtrycmzh, *
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should be a judge or a gene! o
legislator: but every ci isavos .
ter; it is essential to youf institutions»

1d be a voter, and if he
instriction meceéssary to -

s Al
b 4" .‘

that he s w
has not thi
enable him to discriminate between = &
the characters of men, to withstand
the intrigues of thd}zcked a pel‘ '

| ceive what is ﬂght, he unmedintel
Ibecomes a tool for knaves to w

with; he becomeg bothan o gm and,

an instrument of corruptton ; his right

self and a nuisance to society. It is
in this sedse that the: people are said,
to be “ their® own worst, enemws.”'
Their freedom itself is found to be,
an insupportable calamity ; and" the
only consolation (a dreary consolation
indeed) is that it cannot last loog.
The t:mg,mfa proaching, whea -
the U.’ States e out of debt, lf
no extradfdinary call for money tao“‘ -
repel foreign aggression shouldi
vene. Qur surplus revenue 3
affords the geans of éatering upm:t
the system of ‘public works, and, be-
ginning to discharge our duly & tllll
respect. . The report of the Se
of the T‘reasury on d\euworh,whlch
is or ougnt be in the haodsof every . .
1Ze tho'q their feasibility as -
the ; and it developes a part /.
| advaahgc'.ﬁvuh which lhﬂﬁk
tem must be attended. ithe
that distinguished statesman nor, sy
other buman being could decail - & set
forth' all the advantagu,tﬁat weuld
“'anse from:such ‘& eystem: carriefito
its er extent. - They are 5ncnicp:-
lab great and unspeakably variois.’
| They would bind the states’ fogether
in a bond of uoiory that every one
ofie niust
cherish; “and nothing could- dontlw
This of itselfis an Idrahtageto grur,
if comsidered il it copséquences, . _
that it seems almost useless tqmd’ 7'@ €3
‘the 7

of lwﬂb o the’ ¥ it
would reach. them to chensh #ttn(,
' pion’ as the sburce’of their happines
and to. hom.ylv it was 80 3 e0d this
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